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Crime Wave Publicity Deals Harlem's 


Nite Life ‘Comeback’ Severe Blow 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Harlem night life, the Prohibition 
Era’s focal point for every adven- 
turing Johnny and Jane, every yokel 
in search of strange excitement, was 
experiencing the first glimmer of a 
comeback until last week's dis- 
closures by the police of crime on 
the rampage in Darktown. Great 
publicity given to tales of murder, 
rape and robbery in Harlem, and 
nearby northernmost part of Cen- 
tral Park, has sent nitery biz into a 
cellar-spin. 

Deep in the doldrums since 
the race riots of a half dozen 
years ago made the ofay carriage- 
trade realize Harlem’s thrills could 
be more than vicarious, New York’s 
famed black niteries saw themselves 
on the verge of Revival Day before 
the new blow struck. 

But, renaissance or not, the fun 
is gone. A tour from Fifth avenue 
and 110th street to the far 
of Sugar Hill, with no less than 
‘Bojangles’ Bill Robinson as personal 
guide for part of the distance, dis- 
closed little that would rate either 

(Continued on page 62) 


BERNARD SHAW FROM 
LONDON FOR ‘INFO’ 


George Bernard Shaw will make 
his first U. S. radio appearance in 
the next few weeks as a guest-expert 
on ‘Information, Please,’ by short- 
wave from London. Irish dramatist 
has already okayed the idea and 


be worked out. Date isn’t set, but 
will probably be in about a month. 
Stunt will be patterned along the 
lines of Friday night’s (14) short- 
wave appearance of Leslie Howard 
and John Gunther on the show from 
England. Idea of that was sug: 
in turn, by the shortwave gu: 
earlier in the week of John 
field, poet 
‘Against the Storm.’ 


Berlin Donates Profits 


fact 1 
rested 
ast date 


Mase- 





The American Red Cross will get 
the net profits of ‘Angels of Mercy,’ 
the official Roll Call theme which 
Irving Berlin wrote for the organi- 


zation. Berlin, Inc., will exploit and 
publish. 
This is a repeat on composer's 


turning all royalties on ‘God Bless 
America’ over to Boy Scouts. 


Babe Ruth’s Tavern 


Babe Ruth may soon become the 
latest sports figure to enter the res- 
taurant biz. 

Former home-run king is negoti- 
ating to step into the late Billy 


7 Tavern on West 48th street, 





reaches | 
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Burke’s Billing Beef 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
Johnny Burke, the soldier monol- 


| ogist, walked out of Fight for Free- 
idom’s ‘It’s Fun to Be Free’ show in 
| Washington last week. 


Burke refused to go on because 
he wasn’t given ‘proper’ billing. 


Calling All Film 
Extras By Radio 


May Be New Stunt 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
‘Calling all extras.’ That 
cry soon may be as familiar in Holly- 


| wood as the police call for all cars. 
| Central Casting Corp. is toying with 
ithe idea of casting all extras for the 


laureate of England, on | 





ito report at a 
Only a few minor details remain to | 


majors studios via radio. 

The purpose behind the idea 
twofold First, to eliminate a $1,700 
telephone bill The second, is to 
eliminate the necessity of extras sit- 
ting by their telephone 10 hours 
daily in the hopes of landing a job. 


‘7 


radio | 


Plan to Use Nation’s 
55,000 Amateur Broad- 


Person-to-Person Talks 


HORSE SHOW STUNT 


By LOUIS CANDY 


San Antonio, Nov. 11. 


An elaborate system is in process 
of organization whereby soldiers at 
army camps may, through the me- 
dium of amateur shortwave radio 
operators, of which there are at 
least 55,000 scattered throughout the 
United States, communicate with 
their wives, sweethearts, mothers 
and friends back home. 

This ‘hello mom’ plan calls for 

(Continued on page 63) 
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LONELY HEARTS 
WITH A LEER 


While the scheme has not yet been | 
perfected, the general idea would be | 


to tune in at regular intervals dur- 
ing the day, at 
of extras or code numbers would be 
broadcast with instructions for them 
studio at a certain 
time the next day. Extras desiring 
to spend the day at the beach or 
other places could carry a portable 
radio to keep in touch with Central 


(Continued on page 63) 


Radio Sound Man Who 
Hated Gun Noises Cited 


For Bravery Under Fire 


Johan Zink Van Gass Boshoff, for- 
merly on the Phillips H. Lord re- | 
search staff for the ‘Gangbusters’ 
program and later sound man and 


manager of a ‘Gangbusters’ stage 
unit, has been awarded a Military 
Cross by the British government for 
service in East Africa. According to 
reports from London, Boshoff, a 
second lieutenant in the East Afri- 
can Engineers, captured two Italian 
soldiers. Citation said that he was 
‘naked and unarmed’ at the time. 

Those who toured with Boshoff in 
the ‘Gangbusters’ unit recall that 
he never relished the assignment 
because he hated all the shooting 
which was part of the act. After 
a time with the troupe he went to 
Hollywood and then returned to his 
home in East Africa. 


which time the names 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 


WMIN’s all-night Saturday pro- 
gram came in for censure from 
George Grim, Star Journal radio | 


editor. 

Program caught by Grim included 
such ‘dedications’ as ‘from a lone- 
some young man at (telephone num- 
ber given) to any hospitable young 
lady the two 


per) to a 


barefoot girls at 
‘ 


- ‘from 
(telephone nun couple o 
boy friends’ and ‘from the boys in 
the (name given) fraternity house 
to the wonderful girls at (number 
given) Portland avenue,’ etc. 

Grim called the program ‘dubious 
indeed’ in his Sunday column and 
declared ‘that sort of stuff certainly 
| doesn’t belong on the radio and we 
| don’t think it even belongs on a tele- 
'phone.’ He wondered if the station 
management knew ‘what was going 
on Saturday nights.’ 


JEANETTE MacDONALD’S 
SOUTH AMERICAN TOUR 


Hollywood Nov. 11. 

For the first time in her career. 
| Jeanette MacDonald is making a 
concert tour of South America next 
summer, postponing her annual vo- 
cal trek in the U. S. A. 

Below-the-Equator trip follows 
{completion of ‘I Married An Angel’ 
land one other commitment at Metro 











Army Morale Officers Re-| 
ported Enthusiastic on! 


casters to Arrange Gratis) in 











| Gene Autry, Okla. 





| Gene Autry was honored by the 

| Carter County Commissioners of 

| Oklahoma. 

| They officially approved a change 
name of the town of Berwyn, 

Okla., to Gene Autry, Okla. 


—_——— 


Tschaikowsky s 
Concerto Good 
For 3 Big Hits 


The late Peter Ilyitch Tschaikow- 
sky dominated last week’s popular 
music market. Modernized versions 
| of one of his melodies accounted for 
three out of the first 10 best sellers. 

‘Tonight We Love’ (Pacific Music 
| Sales) and ‘Concerto for Two’ (Sha- 
piro-Bernstein) are based on his 
' ‘Concerto in B Flat Minor,’ and Rob- 
bins Music’s new edition of the orig- 
inal classic is likewise selling well 
No. 10 on the list The ‘Tonight’ 
version is the No. 1 best seller. 








When They're Workin’ 
They're Too Tired To 
Hoof, Ballrooms Squawk 


Allentown, Pa., Nov. 11 
‘Give me the depression years. My 
Empire Ballroom made more money 
during that period than it’s doin 


day, despite all the hulaballoo ove 


g to- 


necreased grosse due to 
money, clain Andy Perry, of Al- 
lentown, Pa Lured into conversa 
tion during one of his monthly tal- 
| ent-buying trips to New York book- 
Perry agreed that there 
was plenty of money in his terri- 
but bemoans that heavy pay en- 
velopes today mean would-be spend- 
ers often are just too tired to dance, 
consequently his business is not as 
good as it was in the middle 30's 
| when there was less cash circulating, 
but more inclination to put it up to 
dance to a name band. 

Perry strings along with agency 
men and spot operators who found 
the past summer and fall’s grosses 
much higher than they were in pre- 
' vious years. He allows that the take 
of his operations was much highe 
{than last year’s, but repeats the 


aetrense 


ing agencies 


tory, 


} 


‘> 





| picture 


statement the depression period was | 


more stable insofar as he’s con- 
cerned. ‘I can’t operate with big 
,names on Saturday nights because of 
Pennsylvania blue laws—have_ to 
close down at midnight, yet that’s 
the only night I now ean pull crowds 
like I used to in midweek,” he savs 


cH AIERS TALK High Income Taxes React Against Pix - 


T) HOMES FREE AsStars Refuse to Shine So Often 


With exhibitors pressuring dis- 
tribution forces for greater stellar 
Strength in pictures, some of the 
major studios are facing a star- 
shortage that threatens to become 
acute as names of high marquee 
voltage become increasingly re- 
luctant to accept more assignments 
than upped income-tax brackets 
make profitable. 


Field men are bearing the brunt of 
squawks that there aren’t enough 
pictures with topflight talent, sales 
resistance on this score having 
reached a point where it has become 
one of most urgent problems con- 
fronting distribs. 


Loss of potent name value includes 
several top money players who have, 
in recent seasons, cut down from 
three or four to a couple of screen 
appearances annually on account of 
taxation, this particular drop in out- 
put being missed most. To these are 
added a number who were idols of 
generations and have ad- 
mittedly lost following with bulk of 
house attendance, whose 
average age is estimated at 25, plus 

(Continued from page 14) 


older 


FILM COIN FOR B’WAY 
LEGIT GOES BEGGING 


Most film companies remain ready 
to put up coin to back legiters but 
are having difficulty finding suit- 
ible scripts. What they are lament- 
ing is that all the topnotchers are 
being financed by producers or 
by cliques close to them. There’s no 
room for film money. 








In the market to put up coin for 
either an entire production or a 


hunk of it are Paramount, Metro, 
Warner Bros., RKO and Columbia 
and, if the right thing came along, 


vel 


likely 20th-Fox, United Artists 
and Universal. Script they are 


being offered for financing, however, 
companies feel are not _ suitable. 
fost studios say that a show must 
definitely have picture po ibilities 
t merit their coin behind it 

Only things to date this season 
which are Hollywood-backed are 
‘The Wookey’ (wholly financed by 
Metro), ‘Banjo Eyes’ (large chunk 


owned by Warners), ‘Cuckoos on the 
Hearth’ (small piece by WB) and 
‘Jupiter Laughs’ (wholly by WB). 





Jitterbug Kleptos 


Jitter-nutty audiences at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., have developed a new 
twist—copping the musical instru- 
ments of stageshow performers and 
bands. During a matinee last week, 
someone stole a ukulele belonging to 
Wally Brown, comedian. He left it 
on the bandstand between shows. 


Drummer with the Johnny Long 
band said someone clipped a set of 


drumsticks in the same way last 
l- 
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Jolson Details Why His Musical 


Too Costly for 1-Night Road Jumps’ 








Al Jolson, in explanation of his 
folding ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ after 
12 weeks on the road, claims his 
show was too expensive in produc- 
tion and personnel for those short 
jumps. ‘It’s just not in the cards to 
make money on one-nighters with 
a big musical like mine, with its 
$1,000 a day fixed overhead, not 
counting salaries, and, of course, not 
counting me,’ Jolson added. 

On the other hand, the singing 
star stated that more moderately (in 
cost) geared shows, such as ‘Hellza- 
poppin’, Katharine Cornell, the 
Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
‘Life With Father,’ etc., are dynamite 
on tour. With their lower costs for 
cast, travelling, haulage and hanging, 
they are finding a bonanza in the 
hinterlands, even when they have 
to make three and four jumps a 
week, 

Jolson states his ‘nut’ was $2,500 
per show, which adds up to $15,000 
for six performances, no matter how 
you slice it. ‘And no matter how 
you slice it, I couldn’t do more than 
six shows a week. Matinees are im- 

ossible when it’s an expensive show 
ike mine. By the time we get in, 
by noon, it just can’t be hung in 
time for a 2:30 curtain. 

‘I had 90 fares, including five elec- 
tricians, eight stagehands, six special 

(Continued on page 61) 


METRO AFTER 
RADIO DEAL 


Hollywcod, Nov. 11. 

Metro has put its studio show up 
for sponsorship again with the usual 
restrictions. None of the name play- 
ers go with the package as their 
contract gives them the right of 
making their own deals. 

Last asking price was $15,000 for 
an hour show, with feelers sent 
around to agencies. So far no in- 
terest. 


EROS VOLUSIA’S METRO 
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As Long as They’re Tan 





Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Polynesian among the 
studios is eliciting diplomatic 
protests from RKO, where there 
is a scarcity of Tahitians, Ha- 
waiians, Samoans and other 
brown-skinned thesps required 
by the script of ‘The Tuttles of 
Tahiti.’ 

Complaint is that 20th-Fox 
has monopolized all the avail- 
able South Sea Islanders in 
‘Song of the Islands’ and ‘Son of 
Fury,’ causing RKO to hire Polys 
nesians with accents acquired in 
Alabama and Baja California. 


war 











Invisible Voice: 


‘We Have With 
Us Tonight 


Toledo, Nov. 11. 
Toledoans who attended the To- 
ledo Town Hall lectures were visi- 
bly surprised when Ilka Chase, who 
| appeared Oct. 25, and George V. 
| Denny, Jr.. who appeared Nov. 1, 


were introduced by ‘remote control.’ 
|This method was used because of 


lthe absence of the regular Town 
| Hall Host, Walter E. Cole, in Bos- 
| ton. 

How it was done was as follows: 
| An announcer from WSPD, Toledo, 
in another building, flashes the ‘on 
| cue’ signal. Then seemingly from 
|nowhere, a voice addressed the 
|audience, presenting the speaker. 
|The speakers said the experience 
was also new to them. 


| Ilka Chase said it ‘put the fear of 
| God’ in her. 

| Denny said that he made his liv- 
ing introducing speakers, and the 


|;new device proves his occupation 











PIC AND NITERY DATES "*” °°" °s “Per 





Eros Volusia, Brazilian dancer at- 
tached to Brazil’s Ministry of Educa- 
tion, which commissioned her to 


create a native ballet, has been 


signed by Metro to a one-picture | 
She goes into ‘Rio | 


deal with options. 
Rita,’ Abbott & Costello starrer, on 
which production is slated to start 
Dec. 1. 

Miss Volusia, front-paged in Life 
issue of Sept. 22, shoved off from 
Rio de Janeiro Noy. 5 and is due in 
Nov. 17. Dancer achieved fame with 
‘macumba’ and ‘lundu’ movements in 
Rio casinos. 
has set series of nitery dates for her 
plus the Metro deal. 





You See What Can Happen 


In a Hamburger Joint? 





Jim Wittlig, New York illustra- 
tor whom Metro talent scouts un- 
earthed in a hamburger joint, left 
for the Coast Monday (10) under a 
term contract to the studio. Wittlig, 
28 and married, was munching a 
*burger a few tables away from Mar- 
vin Schenck and Benn Jacobson, of 
Metro, in a swanky Madison avenue 


(N. Y.) with-or-without-onions spot | 


a couple weeks ago. Femme with 
Jacobson eyed him and remarked on 
his good looks. The two talent- 
Booners agreed and approached him, 
arranging a screen test a few days 
later. 

Louis B. Mayer viewed the test on 
the Coast and ordered Wittlig shipped 
out immediately. 





Corn Band on B’way 


Fiddle-Bow Bill and his Dew Val- 
Jey Acorns, corn. band, opens 
Thanksgiving Eve (19) at the 48th 
St. Music Hall, last a Carl Reed- 
Harry Bannister operation with old- 
time pix in a beer-hall setting. 

They make their New York debut 
after a run of 24 months in the Mid- 
way Gardens, Minneapolis. 


William Morris Agency | 


| 2-in-1 Pact for Taylor 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Universal handed a producer- 
writer contract to Dwight Taylor, 
who will handle only major produc- 
tions. 

As a writer, Taylor’s recent jobs 
were ‘Hot Spot’ at ?7)th-Fox and 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ and ‘Rhythm 
On the River’ at Paramount. He 
worked Universal lot as a 
Scripter two years ago. 


on the 


Army Nixes Sonja Henie’s 
Plea to ‘Free’ Partner 


Uncle Sam wasn’t interested in 
giving Sonja Henie’s skating part- 
ner, Harrison Thompson, an eight 


weeks’ furlough from Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J. 
Star wanted him back for her 


winter tour in her own ice show, 
but the military authorities couldn’t 
see it her way. 


Public Figure Like 
Davey 0’Brien Has No 
Privacy, Court Rules 


Fort Worth, Nov. 11. 

Appeal in the $50,000 damage suit 
of Davey O’Brien, nationally known 
as a quarterback and more recently 
as a film actor, was heard Friday (7) 
against Pabst Co. in the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals. The trial 
court instructed the jury to render 
a verdict against O’Brien who filed 
suit because the company used a 
photo of O’Brien on a football cal- 
endar. O’Brien alleged in his pe- 
tition that the use of the picture 
was an infringement upon his privacy 
rights, but the trial judge held some 
of these rights pass out of existence 
when a person becomes a notable. 

Pabst claimed the picture was 
bought from Texas Christian Uni- 
versity, his alma mater, where he 
learned to sling footballs, for $1. De- 
cision on the appeal will be handed 
down in several weeks. 


Spitalny Can’t Buy 5,000 
Albums as Xmas Gifts 

















Present backlog of orders and the 
|}work on Xmas issues forced Co- 
| lumbia to turn down a request from 
| Phil Spitalny, who wanted to buy 
| 5,000 copies of the album he re- 
|cently recorded with his all-girl 
band. Leader wanted to distribute 
|}them as Xmas presents to General 
| Electric Co. executives and distrib- 
; utors, etc. GE sponsors Spitalny on 
| the air. 

Though they won’t be in time to 
help turn out pressings for the ex- 
pected Xmas rush, Columbia Rec- 
ords expects delivery late this month 
on 60 new pressing machines which 
have been held up by priorities on 
metals. All record companies have 
been stymied in their efforts to keep 
up with the heavy increase in rec- 
ord sales by the fact that they 
haven't the machinery to cope with 
the rush. Columbia’s . machines 
were ordered more than six months 
ago. 


Up Goes the Budget 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Ronald Colman joined Cary Grant 
and Jean Arthur as a co-star in the 
forthcoming Columbia picture, ‘Dr. 
Twilight.’ 

George Stevens produces and di- 
rects. 























Universal Pictures 


| 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO — 


National Release Week of November 28th 
dliiins 
‘KEEP ’EM FLYING’ 
Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Re 
Under Personal’ Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN’ 
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Hollywood, Nov. 11. 


This is*my second week on the picture, ‘A Gentleman at Heart,’ and 


just found out it isn’t about me. 


Had a lot of fun on the set this week. The other day the cameraman 
was undecided as to whether he should take a closeup or long shot of 
me in one scene—finally, he compromised by leaving me out entirely. 

Yesterday did a love scene with Carole Landis and I kissed her so fer- 


vently she collapsed. 


I knew I skouldn’t have eaten those onions. 
There was some trouble on the set today. 


One actor on the picture 


tried to show Ray McCarey, the director, how to do a comedy sequence— 


did I get bawled out! 


Hollywoodiana 
Maxie Rosenbloom can’t wait until they release hig picture, ‘The Life 


of Maxie Rosenbloom.’ 
his life. 


Maxie is anxious to find out just how he did live 


Cully Richards says that Hollywood can be summed up in three words: 


‘Rise, Shine, Decline.’ 


Music Department 
Every songwriter you meet is looking for a classical piece he can put 


lyrics to and convert into a popular song. 


I'd like to meet a composer 


who'll take a popular song, remove the lyrics and make a concerto out 


of it. 


A certain band leader plays out of tune so consistently he even plays 


‘Concerto in B Flat’—flat. 


Observation Department 


Never saw such polite drivers as they have in California. 


Before they 


hit you they smile, tip their hats—and then, boom! 

Eavesdropped at Gilmore Stadium: ‘He never repeats himself at any- 
time—he can’t remember what he said.’ 

Eavesdropped at L. A. Coliseum: ‘She married him for love, honor and 


community property.’ 
Eavesdropped at Wrigley Field: 
filling station on for him.’ 


‘He worships the ground she built a 


My brother (the one who sharpens old shoulder blades) kas turned in- 


ventor again. 


He's invented a process whereby you ean use glowworms 


in flashlights thereby doing away with the batteries and bulbs, 


Whatever Became of 


Bruber’s Elephants 
Bragdon & Morrissey 
Weber, Beck & Fraser 





? 

‘Change Your Act or Back to the 
Woods’ 

Pilcer, Douglas & Raft 

Hale & Harty 


Afterpiece 
When a glamorous actress’ marriage goes on the rocks, she blames it on 
her husband who blames it on the mother-in-law who blames it on the 
glamour girl who only married for publicity anyway. 





Gestapo Journalism a Big Breakdown 
For US. Newsmen Stationed in Berlin 








Fear of the Gestapo grabbing you 
at any time of day or night as a 
hostage, subtle censorship that vir- 
tually puts a correspondent’s life in 
danger with every day’s dispatch to 
his paper, and the _ increasingly 
strained relations between Nazis and 
Americans, are rapidly making Ber- 
lin a complete hell for U. S. news- 
papermen there. 


ss 


{ 





Add to those difficulties, a lack of} 


adequate food, and that about com- 
pletes the picture drawn by 
Brooks Peters, 
New York Times correspondent, of 
the hardships and strain being suf- 
fered by the 20 American reporters 
remaining in the German capital. 
Peters lost 20 pounds in the past 
year and the other 
are similarly battered, 
tally and physically, 


both men- 


The Timesman is not going back to 
the Reich. ‘It’s no fun anymore,’ he 
explains. He’s currently on a holi- 
day earned by working seven days a 
week and without a vacation for 
more than three years. 


1 
recently-returned | 


Ten Harmon to Fly For 
Uncle Sam; Ends Brief 
Career at WJR, Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 
Due to be drafted on Nov. 19, Tom 
Harmon, former All-American half- 
back and now sports director for 


station WJR here, enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps. The enlistment 
|came at the moment the ex-foot- 


| baller had film options, newspaper 


newsmen there | 


columning and - speaking engage- 
ments in addition to his radio chores. 

Despite his enlistment, Harmon 
flew to the West Coast shortly after- 
ward to discuss plans for the making 
of a second football picture in view 
of the fact that his first ‘Harmcn of 
Michigan,’ while thin screen fare had 
rolled up sizeable grosses through- 


| out the country and it was indicated 


that his option was to be picked up 


! for a second flicker. 


Fear of being picked up by the | 


Gestapo as a hostage and being 
Slapped in the clink, with no ex- 
(Continued on page 22) 


Ole Olsen’s Natal Party 
Was a Doctor’s Delight 


Boston, Nov. 11. 

Local newspaper people will not 
forget Ole Olsen’s birthday party in 
a hurry—and_ especially Marje 
Adams of the Boston Globe. Olsen 
invited a total of 125 show people 
from his ‘Sons o’ Fun’ company and 
local reviewers and columnists to 
help him celebrate his birthday last 
Wednesday night (5). At midnight, 
the throng of celebrators left the 
Shubert theatre in three hayracks 
and several taxicabs, destination un- 
known. 


On the way up Tremont street, one 
of the horses balked at the upgrade 
and backed downhill into a cab. One 
of the chorus girls fell off and in- 
jured her leg. The caravan finally 
wound through downtown Boston 
and ended up at the showboat tied 
up near the Army Base. 

Hardly had the beer party - got 
underway when a ceiling light let go 
and conked Miss Adams squarely 
on her noggin. Stunned and groggy 
with a large lump on her dome, the 











Globe writer was taken home for | 


‘treatment. 








Young football star, who was rap- 
idly establishing himself here as a 
sports commentator, had claimed ex- 
emption earlier on the basis that he 
was the sole support of his parents. 
However, his tidy picture and radio 
earnings wiped out the dependency 
angle and made his draft board rule 
him eligible for induction. 


It was believed that through his 


enlistment, Harmon would be per- 
mitted to finish the Fall football 
broadcasting season and might be 


okayed by the Air Corps for an- 
other picture on the publicity value 
it would have, particularly if a ser- 


vice angle were included in the 
scenario, in influencing young hero- 
worshipers into additional enlist- 
ments. 


FREDDY MARTIN’S FILM 


His Orch is Latest te Go Before 
Camera—Due East in January 








Add Freddy Martin’s name to the 
long list of name bands signed for 
picture work the past six months. 
Martin’s outfit begins work Nov. 20 
on RKO’s ‘Mayor of 44th St.’ Shoot- 
ing will occupy the group for three 
weeks. 

Martin will bring his crew east 
for theatre and dance dates around 
the first of the year. It has been 
on the Coast for some time, but now 
figures to cash in on the interest it 
has generated in the east with recent 
click recordings. 
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(This editorial, a review of the fight between ‘Daily Variety’ and 


Willie Bioff, is reprinted from ‘Daily Variety’ of Nov. 7, 1941) 





| BYE, BYE BIOFF 


at 








By Arthur Ungar 


Shackles on labor—and particularly on the ranks of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees—came off, for good we hope, with 
the conviction yesterday of Willie Bioff and George Browne. Both are 
subject to a sentence of 10 years and a fine of $10,000 on each of the three 
counts of the indictment which charged extortion of $550,000. A maxi- 
mum sentence of 30 years can be doled out by Judge John Knox, besides 
a fine of $30,000 each when he sentences them next Wednesday. 

Hollywood this morning is very much relieved. It’s needless to say 
Bioft’s testimony in most respects was not alone false, but fantastically 
so. But by one knowing this brazen, domineering, threatening, brow- 


beating, determined, grafting extortioner and his creed, anything could 
be expected. 

Bioff had always bragged, and did two years ago to us, ‘They can’t put 
me in jail, because if they ever try there will be plenty of others going 
with me.’ He did that at a time when we told him he was high-handed 
in his demands and operations and that the law might catch up with him. 
It did not faze him one bit. Willie was ready to take us over. He told us 
that our editorial policy in the future regarding labor would have to suit 
him and his purposes. He demanded that we write an editorial telling 
what a great friend of the industry he was, how he had whipped the 
Screen Actors Guild into line, and as he was the industry's saviour there 
would be no strike. That was in September, 1939, after Willie and the 
SAG made veace. 


We told Willie no, that when we felt editorials about him were desirable, 
good or bad, they would be written, but this was not the opportune time 
to extol him. We knew why he wanted the editorial written. This was 
a Monday night. On Thursday the United States Grand Jury would go 
into session here and inquire into Willie's financial affairs. 

We told him that possibly some other trade paper would do it for him. 
He said, ‘I don’t want any editorial from it, it’s not a patch on Daily Vari- 
ety’s pants. No one would take it seriously were it printed there. I want 
it in Daily Variety.’ He also told us that ‘the other paper is indebted to 
him, and all Hollywood knew it.’ 

Then he made overtures to do business with us. He told us he would 
see to it that we got plenty of advertising from the picture companies. 
We told him that if our paper did not warrant advertising we would not 
get it, and if it did we would use our own business resources in getting it. 


Then Fe went further. He said, ‘You're having trouble with the Screen 
Directors Guild.’ We told him we could take care of that ourselves. He 
said he would see to it that we got plenty of business from all branches 
of the industry, if we ‘played ball with him.’ That was all given to us 
in a suite of rooms in the Hollywood Knickerbocker hotel on Labor Day 
night of 1939. Ralph Roddy, of this publication, was present most of the 
time with the writer, besides two of Bioff’s aides, Frank Stickling and 


John Gatelee, who were there only during the preliminaries of the talk, | 
but left prior to the time Bioff made his overtures for ‘taking over,’ so | 


to speak. 





For three hours that night Bioff bragged to us how ke was making every 


one in the industry toe the mark, how they responded to his beck and | 
call, how. he blasphemed them when they did not respond quickly enough | 


to his demands. He also told us that within five years’ time he would be 


running all the studios in Hollywood, that he was the big power and we | 


had better play ball. 


He inquired if we had anything against him because early in life he had 
been a pander. We told him that had no bearing on the matter as far as 
we were concerned, that we just did not care to run any editorial for him, 
that when we were ready we would, and that when we did we would not 
need any request from him as to subject matter or treatment of text. 

That did not satisfy him. He phoned us a number of times the next day 
to inquire if we had changed our mind. Then a day later he parked his 
auto’in front of ‘Daily Variety’ and sent one of his bodyguards in to tell 
us he was awaiting our visit. We sat in the machine with him. He started, 
his routine over. It did not work. He then inquired, ‘What is it, money 
you want?’ We then told the hard Mr. Bioff in no choice language that 
we did not want money, etc., and got out of the car. That was the last 
time we talked to him, either face to face or by phone. 


But he was not through with us. He let it be known he was going to 
put us out of business; also that he would keep advertising from our pub- 
lication. He did for a time, because he pulled a strike at Selznick-Inter- 
national studio because Selznick had an advertisement in this paper. He 
did that as a warning to the other film companies to impress them with his 


powe! 
The strike at S-I which was pulled on a subterfuge did not last over 
night. Willie pulled in his horns following our editorial the next morning 


telling him why he ptfiled the strike, and made no further open cracks 
about what he would do to us. [This marked the start of ‘Daily Variety’s’ 
editorial attack on Bioff which extended over a period of weeks and 
preceded by a fortnight Westbrook Pegler’s consistent campaign on him | 

The film companies who had been threatened returned to ‘Daily Variety's 
advertising columns in a month or so. Willie was mad, but saw he could 
not do anything about it. He used other tactics to annoy and hurt us. We 
paid no attention to them. We just kept on the course we had set out on, 
when Willie stuck his nose into our affairs, to endeavor to get Willie out 
of the community and the picture business. That campaign lasted until 
Willie finally got up enough spunk and a grain of manhood when officers 
came for him, to return to Chicago and serve the six months he owed Cook 
County for the pandering conviction. 

That’s a brief resume of the relationship between Bioff and ‘Daily 
Variety.. Now Bioff and Browne have been convicted. Hollywood studio 
labor is breathing freer and easier. They won't have to take orders from 
this hoodlum who barged into a business in which he had no experience, 
knew nothing of its problems, or anything else about it but to extort 
money. 

We hope that never again will the film industry and its workers be con- 
fronted with a situation similar to the one where Bioff with his racketeer- 
ing proclivities and tricks had them in abject fear of their work or their 
lives. He made many miserable here and throughout the country; conse- 
quently there is little, if any, sympathy for him now that the law has 
caught up with him and taken its course. 


—_—_—_—_ 


for CSI 


‘EILEEN’ 1ST LEGIT 





First shows to go into Army camps 
under the auspices of Camp Shows, 
Inc., new civilian outfit handling mil- 
itary entertainment, will preem Nov. 
24. They will be seven vaude units, 
three of them bought by CSI intact 
and four of them produced by Harry 
Delmar of CSI. 

Shows obtained intact have been 
handed contracts for 16 weeks at 
prices ranging from $2,500 to $3,000 a 


week. Each has from 28 to 30 
people in the company. Units are 
Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire,’” Ada 


Leonard’s All-American Girl revue 
and Harry Howard's ‘Beachcombers.’ 

Delmar’s staff has been audition- 
ing performers for the units he will 
build. People selected will be signed 
this week and will 
(Continued on page 22) 





Walt Disney 
In Radio Deal 
With Lou Cowan 





| 


' 
| Lou Cowan, Chicago owner-pro- 
' ducer of the ‘Quiz Kids’ for Alka- 
Seltzer, will partner with Walt Dis- 
| ney on a proposed radio. series. 
| Production formula and merchan- 
| dising angles were worked out by 
| Cowan, but will be 
| Hollywood by Disney, 
| John Nesbitt and orchestra leader 
| Dan Saidenberg. A Donald Duck 
band novelty is part of the idea. 
A one-time showcase broadcast on 
NBC is tentatively set for Nov. 23 
George Gruskin, of the Hollywoo 
William Morris office, is handling 
the business side. Cowan may go 
west shortly for the prelims. 


NBC Desists From Trying 
To Stop Bands Resuming 
| Former ASCAP Themers 


NBC 


efforts to 


| 


has partially given up its 
prevent name bands from 


resuming the theme songs they used 

broadcasting prior to the break 
with ASCAP. Some of the orches- 
| tras insisted last week that they re- 


instate their old themers and NBC 
| yielded. 

One leader that pressed the issue 
|was Glenn Miller. His present 
| practice is to open with ‘Moonlight 
| Serenade’ (ASCAP) and close with 
‘Slumber Song,’ which like ‘Sere- 
nade’ Miller owns. ‘Slumber’ is 
licensed through BMI. 


A. & C. Autobiog 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
graduates of Knockabout University, 
have turned literary and written 
their combined life story, ‘You're 
| Telling Me.’ Comics come into New 
| York tomorrow (Thursday) with 
the manuscript, seeking a publisher. 

Story deals largely with their ad- 
ventures on the burley stage, and 
may be turned into a picture if the 
public likes it in book form. 











] WNITS START. ‘Author Goldsmith's $2,000-a-Week 


For ‘Aldrich Family’ Due to Rise 
As He Becomes Program Owner 


> _—_——____ 


OR 16 WKa, 


$2,500 to $3,000 a Week, 
Each Company to Have 
28-30 People — Three 
Bought Intact, Four Pro- 
duced by Harry Delmar 


stdrt rehearsals | 


produced in| 
with narrator ! 











The Hays Way 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Ladies can’t bump themselves 
off to cheat the ends of justice, 
under a ruling by the Hays of- 
fice, which prevents. Blanche 
Yurka from drowning herself in 
a swamp in ‘Lady for a Night.’ 
Under the revised script Miss 
Yurka is saved from a watery 
grave and yanked into a court- 
room, where she is sentenced to 
be bumped off respectably by 
due course of law. 











Buenos Aires 


Maps Pan-Am. 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. 

| Regardless of the future of the 
European battle, Argentina is plan- 
ning a World’s Fair for 1942, which, 


hibition that will not only lure visi- 


from the U. S. 

| Plans originally worked up by the 
| newly-formed Department of Tour- 
|} ism, which is under the Ministry of 
| Agriculture, have already received 
| the nod from high cabinet officials 
|}and need only the pesos before ac- 
| tual building gets under way. Show 
| will be more or less a hemisphere 
| affair designed to mark the 450th an- 
|niversary of the landing of Colum- 
| bus. International angle will come via 
expected participation of Spain and 
Portugal, both being invited because 
|of their connection with Columbus. 
Octavio Gonzalez Roura, who 

(Continued on page 61) 





"ARTHUR LOEW MAPS 
$0, AMERICAN TREK 


Arthur M 
department, 


Loew, head of Metro’s 
plans a South 
American trek early next month 


foreign 
In- 


spection tour will be Loew’s 


World's Fair 





it is hoped, will be a full-sized ex- | 


tors from all other Latin republics, | 
but also bring an influx of tourists | 





first | 


‘ ° ° ° | 
visit to the Latin-Americas since the | 


| outbreak of the European war. 

| George Weltner, assistant to John 
Hicks, Jr., head of Paramount's for- 
leign department, sailed for Rio de 
Janeiro last Saturday (8) on a swing 
through west coast South American 
countries. He plans to visit Brazil, 
Argentina, Chile and Peru 


COHAN’S CONDITION 


Resting Comfortably—Surgeons 
Definite on Second Operation 


Not 


George M. Cohan, who was oper- 
ated upon last month at the Flower- 
Fifth SS 
| reported comfortably Tues- 
;day (11). 


|erating room for e re-examination, 


Avenue hospital, was 


resting 


Star was taken to the op- | 


| but specialists have not determined | 


| whether 
| planned, will be performed. 


another operation, as 


| Cohan sat up for a while one day | 
|last week, but, as he told intimates 


j} permitted to visit him, he was ‘glad 
to get back into bed.’ 


However, | 


that he must remain there has caused | 


|the patient to worry. He also man- 
laged to stand and shave himself. 
'Cohan likes to chat about what’s 
| going on in the theatre and to listen 
|to favorite radio programs. He ex- 
plains he is not suffering as much 
}pain as a feeling of deep distress. 





A 


General Foods and Clifford Gold- 
smith have entered into a new five- 
year agreement on ‘The Aldrich 
Family.’ The deal entailed the tear- 
ing up of a contract which had until 
October, 1942. to go. Under the old 
covenant Goldsmith's connection 
with the serial was limited to the 
script. His new status is that of 
owner of the program, with General 
Foods buying it from him on a 
package basis. Goldsmith will pay 
all salaries except those of director 
and announcer, both of which will 
continue to clear through Young & 
Rubicam, agency on the account. 

The new contract increases Gold- 
smith’s personal income appreciably 
fiom the $2,000 a week that he has 
been collecting as writer of the pro- 
gram. The over-all cost of the pro- 
gram, now running at $4,500 a week, 
will figure, it is reported, as high 
as $8,000 a week during the five- 
year term. Y. & RK. has first call on 
finding another sponsor should Gen- 
eral Foods in the interim elect to 
drop the show. 

William Morris office represented 
Goldsmith in the negotiation of this 
contract. 


STEINBECK-MEREDITH 
PAIRED ON ‘RED PONY’ 





John Steinbeck, whose short story, 
‘Red Pony,’ was to have been pic- 
turized by RKO, has withdrawn it 
from that studio and is now dicker- 
ing with several other companies for 
a film deal. Novelist intends using 
Burgess Meredith for the lead part, 
but hasn’t set the rest of the cast. 

During his visit east, Steinbeck is 
staying with Meredith at the latter’s 
farm at Mt. Ivy, N. Y. He’s cur- 
rently working on a new novel. 
Meanwhile, Meredith is turning 
down all picture and legit deals 
pending a start on the filming of 
‘Red Pony.’ 
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BROWNE AND BIOFF UP TODAY (WED,) 
FOR BUNDLES OF YEARS IN PRISON 


Judge Knox Indicates Stiff Sentences for Convicted 


Union Racketeers—Co 


rrea Will Ask 20-Yr. Term) 


for Bioff, 15 for Browne and $30,600 Fines Each 





Today's the day 


and George Browne. This morning 
(Wednesday) at 10:30, the two 
smart-money boys from Chi, who 


knew enough answers to get them- | 
labor 


selves to the ton of the film 
heap and $1,000,000 or so in 
but not the right replies to keep 
from being convicted last week 
under the new Federa! labor rack- 
eteering laws, will learn how long 
their address will be in a Govern- 
ment clink. 

That Uncle Sam will play not-so- 
genial host to the two IATSE lead- 
ers for a very healthy chunk of time, 
there can be no doubt. 
district court Judge John C. Knox, 
who heard the case and will do the 
sentencing, left no uncertainty about 
his sentiments in an exceptionally 
strong statement thanking the jurors 
for ‘an excellent job.’ 

U. S. Attorney Mathias F. Correa, 
who prosecuted the dubious duo, is 
reported prepared to ask the court 
for 20 years for Bioff and 15 for 
Browne. Maximum under the statute 
would be 30 years and $30,000 fine 


cash, 


for each of the gents. That's 10 
years and $10,000 on each of the 
three counts in the indictment. 
Bioff, the inscrutable, was pic- | 
tured during the 16 days of the | 


trial, which spread over five weeks, | 


as the guy who did the talking and 
got virtually all of the dough al- 
legedly extracted from the major 
film companies under threats of 
strikes by studio employees and 
projectionists in theatres. 

Browne, who, as prexy of the IA, 
was in theory but definitely not in 
practice, the boss of Bioff, his per- 
sonal representative on the Coast, 
was pretty well whitewashed by wit- 
nesses on both sides during most of 


the trial. Correa waited almost un- 
til the final day to bring in wit- 


nesses to prove that Browne got his 
share of the slug-money, too. 
Where's Nick Dean? 

Fact is, however, it’s doubtful ex- 
actly how much coin either could 
keep, as there’s still another gent in 
the case whom the FBI would give 
much to find. He’s Nick Dean, alias 
Circella, who vanished as fast as a 
cup of real coffee in Berlin, when 
the grapevine leaked that the Feds 
were about to indict him. Dean 
reputed, in the Chicago mobster cir- 
cles in which he moved, to have been 
the muscle man behind the Bioff- 
Browne throne. He’s variously re- 
ported to have been bumped off or 


iS 


basking in some nearby tropical 
clime, such as Cuba, until the heat 
is off. 

How much was in those Bundies 


for Bioff, that were testified to dur- 
ing the trial, is something that only 
the expert accauntants of the Income 
Tax bureau can ‘gure out—and they 
are apparently prepared to, for they 
had a rep on hand taking notes from 
beginning to end of the testimony. 
It’s roughly figured that around 
$1,200,000 would be the total of the 
various payments mentioned during 
the trial. 
$550,000 from 4 Majors 


Sum charged in the indictment 
was only $550,000, garnered from 
Metro - Loew’s, 20th- Fox, Warner 
Bros. and Paramount Testimony 
howeve! revealed that RKO sO 
paid. There was never any men- | 
tion of Columbia, United Artists, 
Universal or the minor indies be- 
ing muscled for coin, although Bioff 
tola Nick Schenck, the latter testi- 
fied, that Col, UA and U were to be 
tapped for 25G a year eaca 

It took the 12-men-and-true only 


two hours last Thursday (6) to come 
back with a verdict of guilty for 
the two strong men. Jurors broke 
their deliberation but once and then 
to ask for a copy of the _ indict- 
ment. 
‘Guilty All 3 Counts’ 

When foreman Paul D. Thorne, a 
Western Union cashier, tolled ‘Guilty 
on all three counts,’ at least. one of 
the tough-talkers from the Loop 
looked not so tough. Tears came 
into Browne's eyes, they reddened 
and his glasses became misty. His 
carmine-tinged face turned pale and 
the restlessness which marked him 
throughout the trial grew even more 
so as the U. S. marshals moved in. 
Browne and Bioff were now their 


on 


for Willie Bioff* 


New York | 


| men: the $50,000 bail on which they 
|had been free meant nothing 
| more. 

Bioff was more stolid than his pard 
Sitting quietly in characteristic pose, 
left hand up to his lips, sort of light- 
ly supporting his rotund, impeccab- 
| ly-groomed head, he flushed slight- 
|ly. The long knife scar on his cheek 
| twinged. But he exhibited some of 


| his bouncing self-confidence even as | 


|the marshals shepherded him out of 
ithe courtroom and into a waiting 
lelevator that was the first step to 
the Federal detention prisen. 
Browne's stay in the U. S. jail- 
| house is believed to be his first taste 


lever of life in a cell-block. Judge 
Knox's refusal of counsel's request 
for bail resulted in the first incar- 


| ceration in this case for either of the 
|'two IA chieftains. Court had pre- 
viously refused routine requests 
|for a setting aside of the verdict and 
‘granting of a new trial. Fourteen 
/reasons for such action were listed. 
| B. & B, as they sat there after 
| hearing the verdict, slightly slumped 
land breathing heavily, had the add- 
| ed ignominy of listening to Judge 
| Knox's thanks to the jury. 

Judge Knox's Exgpriation 





Bioff Rap Wagered 


Hollywood, Noy. 11. 
Popular indoor sport over the 
weekend was speculative pool- 
ing on the length of Willie Bioff's 
sentence. 
Each pool ran from one year 
to 30, at two-bits apiece. 


Harry Cohn ‘Free’ Again 
On Browne-Bioff Trial’s 


any- 











Harry Cohn, who was more or less 
secretly told by the Government to 


‘stick. around New York’ for the 
Browne-Bioff prosecution, finally 


to get back to the Coast, 


late last week, after the verdict. 


was able 


had been east a month or so with 


| his wife, Joan Perry. 

| Understanding was that Cohn 
might not be needed, but Mathias 
| F. Correa, the U. S. prosecuting at- 
torney, wanted the president of Co- 


lumbia Pictures ‘available’ as a 
|‘convincer’ if necessary. 
| It’s recalled that Willie Bioff 


pulled a ‘guinea pig’ test strike at 
Columbia for one day, as a sample 
of union powers. 





| ‘I want to express officially and | 

| personally my appreciation for the | . <2 oe. 
|time and thought you have given 

ithis case, he said. “To my mind Bud Abbott. 

|you have performed an excellent Queena Belotti. 


job. It is a highly important case 
|and I am quite certain your verdict 


will let fresh air into a lot of union | 


halls in this country. Certainly that 


is something that is eminently de- 
sirable. 
| ‘I don’t think there is a firmer be- | 
|liever in labor unions than myself. 
| But all labor will doubtlessly be 
|glad to have its unions purged of 
{such individuals. If labor is to en- | 
dure, it must rid itself of men who 


stand ready to sell it out whenever 
it suits their purpose.’ 
The courtroom, which full 


was 


during the entire trial and frequent- | 


ly had a waiting line outside, was 
|about half-empty at this juncture. 
| Much of the mob waited in the cor- 
|ridor in hope of an immediate ver- 
|; dict when the jurors trooped out 
shortly before 4 p.m. It thinned 
the dinner hour drew nearer. 
The Three Counts 
First count in the indictment 
that the Chicago hoodlums had 
tained coin from the film industry 
execs under threats of force or fear. 


as 


Was 


ob- 


Joan Bennett. 
Mare Connelly 
Victor Ford Collins. 
Patricia Coleman. 
Lou Costello. 
Stanley Cowan. 
Ned Depinet 
Howard Dietz. 
Walt Disney. 
Frank Fenton. 
Henry Fonda. 


George Frank. 
Tom Harmon. 


William S. Hart. 
Joan Hathaway. 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Charles Koerner. 
Chet LeRoche. 
Arthur Lubin. 
Kenneth MacKenna. 
S. Berret McCormick. 
Evelynne Morlarity. 
Ezio Pinza 

Phil Regan. 

William Schneider. 
M. J. Siegel. 

Michael Spector. 
Margaret Sullavan. 
Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett. 
Dan Tobin. 

Terry Turner 


Second was that money was _ ob- 
tained from the industry with the 
industry’s consent, but the consent | 
was obtained by threats of force 


fonly technically different from the 
first count). 
spiracy. 
Judge Knox to the 
jury preceding its deliberation, gave 
the jurors plenty of leeway for ‘rea- 
sonable doubt’ as to the guilt of the 
| pair. It was up to them, he said, to 
|decide whether the payments were 
extortion or bribery, which was sug 
gested by Bioff's counsel, George 
Breslin. Knox declared they might 
(Continued on page 24) 


in his charge 


Hollywood Jubilant Over 
But a Bit Cautious Over Reprisals 





. 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Although Hollywood was jubilant 
over the conviction of Willie Bioff 
and George E. Browne on racketeer- 
ing and extortion charges, it was a 
joy mixed with caution. When it 
| came to direct quotations on the sub- 
ject, majority of producers as well 
as most other studio people, were 
silent. 
| A fear still seems to prevail that 
| lieutenants of the racketeering pair 
may have been left around to wreak 


vengeance on those who voiced 
opinions, 
Stuc’o labor, however, was far 


more expressive than those in the 
producing ranks. Labor feels it is 
a New Deal and new methods of 
business progress loom for “the fu- 
ture between them and their bosses. 

The group of union men, their .of- 





Third charge was con- | 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Robert Braun 
Naomi Burton. 
Marlene Dietrich. 
Rita Hayworth. 
Herbert Marshall. 
Maureen O'Sullivan. 
| Walter Pidgeon. 

| Martha Scott. 

Joe Stauffer. 

James Wittlig. 


j 


ficers and the business 
tives who are members of the In- 
| ternational Alliance of Theatrical 


| Stage Employees, are all of one mind 
| here. They want no more of the 
| Browne-Bioff ilk left in the IATSE. 
| They also want an immediate house- 
| cleaning in the organization and the 
i} election of International officers to 
|replace all those now in the field 
| who were closely tied with Browne 
and Bioff. 

Labor also wants to kiss goodbye 
| forever any thought of a basic agree- 
|ment with the employers. They 
don’t want any deals made for them 
by International officers a long dis- 
tance away. behind closed doors, 
where they do not know what is go- 
ing on or what is being done. 

What they want is to make their 
}own deals here independently. They 





Ending; Returns West 


He | 





MAXINE SULLIVAN 


The originator of a new stvle in 
swing singing. Just closing a four- 
week engagement at the Le Ruban 
Bleu, where she was originally 
booked tor two weeks and held 
over by popular demand for an 
additional two weeks, followed by 


New Indictment 
Vs. Bioff Looms 
In Los Angeles 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

New and more inclusive indict- 
meni against Willie Bioff looms in 
Los Angeles federal court, replacing 
the present true bill pending here 
on income tax evasion. Trial on tax 
charge was originally set for next 
Monday (17), but has been post- 
poned to allow time for redrafting 
of the indictment. 

Bioff will be returned to L.A. from 
New York to face the new charges, 
William Fleet Palmer, U.S. attorney 
for this district, said yesterday (Mon- 
day). He declared federal authori- 
ties in New York would cooperate 
in returning the convicted IATSE 
exec to this jurisdiction when 
wanted. 





theatre tour starting in Svracuse, 
New York. 
Thanks to Jack Bertell. 
Personal Management 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


Mathias F. Correa, US. attorney 
| in New York, who prosecuted the 
|recent labor racketeering case 
against Bioff, said last week he was 
(Continued on page 25) 





Walsh Displaces Browne as Prez Of 


IATSE; Coast Asks B&B Expulsion 


4. 








in 








BETTE DAVIS 1ST FEMME 
NAMED ACADEMY PREZ 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Beite first thus 
honored, was elected president of 





Davis, woman 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts and | 


Sciences, succeeding Walter Wanger, 


who had held the office for two 


| years. 


Wanger was chosen first v.p.; Ed- 
ward Arnold, 


third v.p.: James Hilton, 
v.p.; Jane Murfin, secretary; 
Nat W. Finston, assistant secretary; 
John Aalberg, treasurer, and Pete 
Smith, assistant treasurer. 


second v.p.: 
Russell, 
fourth 


Evans, Dorothy McGuire, 


Bergman for ‘Keys’ 


Three top roles in David O Selz- 
nick’s next production, ‘Keys of the 
Kingdom,’ have now been 
Thev go 
with 1 film 
Evans and Dorothy McGuire, and to 


virtually 


set. to two legit players 


10 experience, Maurice 


Ingrid Bergman. 
Evans has long been sought after 
for pictures, but has always refused 


to give up his Shakespearean tours 


Selznick was very anxious to have} 


him for the principal part in the A. 
J. Cronin best-seller, as it is the 
role of a _ priest, Father Francis 
Chisolm. 


Miss McGuire is playing her first 
starring role on Broadway currently 
‘Claudia.’ 
Production on ‘Keys’ is 
to start in January. 


| 


expected | 


Conviction 


representa- | want men elected by them as union 


s 
? 
| 


; ' 
Rosalind 


—____ 


Acting swiftly on conviction of 
George E. Browne and Willie Bioff 
last week, the executive board of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees ‘accepted’ Browne's 
resignation as president Saturday 
(8) and following day elected Rich- 
|jard F. Walsh, third v.p. of IA, to 
|succeed him. He was chosen by 
unanimous vote to head the IA, it is 
understood, although prior to the 
| Saturday-Sunday (8-9) sessions in 
Atlantic City, Louis Krouse, general 
secretary-treasurer, had been re- 
ported as a strong candidate 





In addition to having been third 
v.p. of the IA, Walsh was and will 
| continue to be president of Local 4, 
| Brooklyn stagehands, where he has 
| been a member since 1917. Origin- 
| ally coming into No. 4 as an appren- 
| tice electrician, he became president 
in 1924, for a time subsequently was 
business agent, and of late years 
served again as president He be- 
came an IA v.p. and member of the 
exec board at the Louisville conven- 
tion in 1934. 

A vice-president to succeed Walsh 
will be appointed at the next session 
of the executive board, either in De- 
cember or January. There 
present indications as to who it may 
be but uncer IA rules it 
member of the organization who was 


are no 


must be 


a 


a delegate to the last convention, 
held in 1940 
Walsh’s Pledge 
On being elected Browne's. suc- 


cessor, Waish ‘pledges to the publie 
a clean, efficient and honest admin- 
istration for the benefit of the mem- 


bers of the IATSE.’ 
A telegram from IA headquarters 
went out Monday (10) to all locals 


in the IA in this country and Can- 


ada informing them of the action 
taken at the Atlantic City weekend 
meeting. 

The IA presidency pays $20,000 
yearly and Browne's’ unexpired 
term ran to June, 1944. Where for- 
|}merly the presidential terms were 
for two years, at the convention in 
1936 Browne change it to four, 
vith the IA thereafter meeting in 
convention once every two years in- 
stead of annually. 

Krouse, second in command of the 
IA under Browne, retains that post 
under Walsh as general secretary- 
treasurer and a member of the IA 
board With the IA since 1917, he 


officers and biz representatives to 
make these deals. and they want to 
be cognizant beforehand what the 
deal will be. 

There also is a tendency of the 
unions affiliated with IATSE, and 
other internationals working in the 


studios, to get together as a unit 
here through joining in with the 
Conference of Studio Unions, with 


Herb Sorell, biz agent of Studio 
Painters local 644 to head it. 
Sorell Talked Bioff Down 

Sorell is an unsung hero among 
the local labor men. He was the 
first here to defy Bioff and the lat- 
ter’s plans and ideas. He even called 
on Bioff one day, told him that he 
had better leave him (Sorell) alone, 
refused to shake hands with him and 


has virtually run the IA for Browne 
since latter has seldom been around 
| the IA offices, being away partly due 
} to stomach trouble from which he 
supposed to have suffered for 
| many years. 


| is 


Exee Setup 

The exec board of the IA is made 
up of seven vice-presidents and the 
secretary-treasurer. Under the by- 
laws, if a president resigns his suc- 
cessor must be chosen from among 
these eight members of the board, 
although in the event someone out- 
side of it is desired, this can be done. 
Simple expedient’ in that case is to 
move up one of the v.p.’s an hour, 
or iong enough to make it official. 
then fill the vacated vice-presidency 





(Continued on page 25) 
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THE REAL VICTIMS 


There will be a new kind of leadership of union labor in the | 
“ 


film and theatrical industries 


the International Alliance of 


Theatrical Stage Employes, an AFL aftiliate, is to continue to 
represent workers. Convictions on racketeering and extortion 


charges of George E. Browne, 


[A president, and Willie Bioff, 


his West Coast agent, in the U. S. court in New York last 


Thursday (8), places the union in a spot demanding a course of | 


action upon which the future of the LA depends, 





It is reported there are 135,000 members of the IATSE, 
shocking revelations of extortion conducted by 


The 


Browne and 


Bioff, as the story of their rac keteering was unfolded through 
sworn testimony and admissions by Bioff, was something more 


than a surprise to the rank and file members, 


A conservative 


description is that the facts constituted a sock on the nose which 


has knocked the membership sprawling. 
slightly 


locals who have been 


Officials of certain IA 
moderate in expressing any 


opinion about Browne and Biot, pending the outcome of the 
trial, have no compunctions in their comments since last Friday, 


Real victims of the crimina! behavior of 
major 
‘protection.’ 


were not the officials of 


more than $1,000,000 for 


and Bioff 
who paid out 
On the contrary, the 


D oo 
Browne 


film companies, 


offended persons are the union workers whose interests were 


so basely betrayed. 


In no sense whatever 


is the guilt of the 


two leaders minimized by the fact that the membership from 
time to time during the period of racketeering had é#ts wages 


raised. 
backs. 
They were the dupes. 


They were merely pawns in a game played behind their 


The film companies were the suckers. 


Determination within IA has passed the point where there is 


any likelihood of whitewashing of the 
administration of the or ganization’s affairs, 
so would spell disaster to the union. 
for obvious reasons in the past, 


srowne clique in future 
Any attempt to do 
The rank and file which, 


has not been articulate in the 


framing of national policies is not in the mental mood to stand 


for further 


high-handedness. 


Certain of 


the more aggressive 


officials of the locals will fight for a cleanup. 


The Browne-Biofft verdict does not end the Government s 
case against conspiracy and connivery among the union's ofh- 


cials. Mathias F. 





Correa, U. S. 
indictments against Louis Kautman, o 
(alias Nick ¢ ‘ircello) of C hicago. 


attorney, intends to press the 
f Newark, and Nick Dean 





Paramount and Skouras Look Set 
To Get Together on Product Deals 


Reported that progress is being 
made toward setting up deals be- 
tween Paramount and National 
Theatres following resumption of 
negotiations and meetings in Mil- 
waukee, Kansas City and Los An- 

eles, headquarters of circuits in the 
ational group. While a_ suitable 
basis for deals with Fox-Wisconsin, 
Fox-Midwest, Fox-West Coast, Fox- 
Intermountain and Evergreen Thea- 
tres, has been arrived at, they have 
not been reduced to paper as yet, 
it is understood. A deal with F- 
WC had been fairly well set some 
time ago, but then the Skouras 
Bros. backed down and Par broke 
off relations, only to quickly receive 
overtures from Spyros Skouras to 
resume trading. 

When that 
Reagan, assistant general sales man- 
ager of Par, went to Milwaukee and 
thence westward to see what could 
be done toward arriving at a suil- 
able basis for deals covering the 
company’s initial blocks of 1941-42 
film. Reagan is due back at 
home office by the end of the week. 

Metro Sells Coast Indies 
San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

Six East Bay independent thea- 
tres have been sold by Metro as a 
result of the company’s inability to 
get together with Golden State on 
the first seven pictures. Deal was 
negotiated by Robert L. Lippert, who 
has just originated the Coast's first 
booking and buying office under the 
name of Affiliated Theatres, Inc. 

Lippert, who sold out his interest 
in Pacific Premium Co. last month, 
has already lined up six houses, buy- 
ing a small interest in each and han- 
dling all booking, buying and adver- 
tising. His first major achievement 
was the Metro deal. 

On ‘his own, Lippert is also build- 
ing a house in Richmond, Cal. 


ari les 


step was taken, Ch 


+ 


Pioneer Theatre Man 


! 
| 
| 
| 





Tom Saxe’s Estate 
Surprisingly Small, 


Milwaukee, Nov. 11. 


Thomas Saxe, pioneer theatre man 
and founder of the huge chain of 
Wisconsin houses now operated by 
the Fox Wisconsin Amus. Corp., was 
supposedly a wealthy man, but in 
ithe final hearing on his estate (he 
died Dec. 16, 1938) it was brought 


the | 


against the estate totaling $1,257,216. 

It was revealed there was not 
even enough money to pay the ad- 
mi ti C f the estate of 
the 1 n WI r yea Vas a powel 
in the motion picture industry In 
this state. and a daughter, Cather- 
ine Saxe, assumed a dé ficit of $313 to 
take care of this expenst 

Largest claim against the Saxe 
lestate was for $234,190, resulting 
from breach of a 99-year lease, while 
the Massachusetts Bonding & In-| 
surance Co. had a judgment for | 
$196,379, and the First Wisconsin 





out last week before 
A. Hansen that he 
valued at only $1,749, 


left 


with claims 


National bank a claim on a note to- 
totaling $89,836. 

Insurance of $100,000 could not be 
touched by claims but its net amount 
was only $53,285 because of loans 
placed against it. Two daughters, 
Catherine, and Mrs. Harriet McSpad- 
den, each received $26,040 of the 
insurance money and Edward, 
got $1,204. 

Tom Saxe and his brother John, 
also dead, operated the first picture 
houses here and organized the first 
chain. The major part of their hold- 
ings were taken over by Fox some 

(Continued on page 14) 


a son, 


Judge Charles | 
property | 
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LESSER OM 


Joe Breen and George 
Schaefer Have Also Been 
Discussing Hal Wallis, But 
That’s Quite Indef Right 
Now—Three Divisional 


Operating Heads Under 
Breen 


—_—_—_—_. 


ARMOUR AT STUDIO 


Deal for Hal Wallis to join RKO 
lot as executive producer was under 
discussion during the past week by 
Joe Breen and George J. Schaefer, 
the former coming on from the Coast 
to huddle with the RKO prexy on 
this and also the matter of consoli- 
dating authority over studio opera- 
tions. 


However, the entry of Wallis into 
the RKO fold is not regarded as im- 
minent though the Warner executive 
producer talked business to the Od- 
lum interests about a year ago when 
he was not free and the signing of a 
new contract with Warners was not 
an issue. 

Meantime, Breen has clarified the 
studio setup during confabs in the 
past few days, Sol Lesser being con- 
firmed as executive producer in 
charge of A product, thus further 
making any Wallis deal uncertain, 
for the time being, though it may 
yet develop later. Reassertion of 
Lesser’s status on the RKO lot also 
indicates that the producer has likely 
cleaned up any commitment he had 
with United Artists. 

As outlined, following conferences 
in New York, Breen is setting up 
three. divisional operating heads, all 


directly responsible to him. These 
are Lesser,-in charge of A product; 
J. R. McDonough, in charge of B; 


and Reginald Armour, 
Schaefer, 


istrator. 


former aide to 
who will be studio admin- 





| 





Under Armour’s wing will be Sid 
|Rogell, studio manager, who for- 
|merly reported to McDonough when 
latter was vice-president and secre- 
tary, and E. Rettig, assistant treas- 
urer. Post of story editor at the | 

tudio still remains to be filled 

Understanding is that this setup is | 


e to Breen’s dissatisfaction 


in resSDOI 


with various RKO controlling inter- 
| ests who had made demands on per- 
|sonnel replacement and were sub- | 


mitting other ideas on studio opera- | 
tion. Reported th 3reen came east 
to remind the RKO board that he 


had been given carte 
dio operation when 
Hays office to enter the 


he first left the 
company. 


CHEAP SETTLEMENT 


$25,000 Sennen: Bill Fox Claim for 


$7,000,000 


S e ( J L A 
Valente N. ¥ ) ap- 
prove ¢ f I of 
Fox I C )h a iinst W am 
Fox, whe eby the latte will pay 
Fox The es $25.000 a1 the claim 
of each for $7,000,000 f } the 
other will be dropped. The settle- 
ment releases $85,000 held by Fox 


Theatres for the William Fox claim. 
Fox Theatres, now in liquidation, 

has assets of about $100,000 against 

liabilities of over $35,000,000. 


Netter’s New Aide 


Louis J. Finske, veteran Par 
atre operator, arrived in New 








the- 


blanche in stu- | 


LARIFY RKO STUDIO SETUP 





A'S Renewal of Schaefer's Contract 
McD ONOUGH'S A'S | As President of RKO Depends On 


Boards Approval of Reorg Plans 





Grainger’s WB Exit 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Edmund Grainger checks out of 
Warners studio this week after two 
years as an associate producer. 
Current plans call for independent 
production, with a releasing outlet 
still to be announced. 


Pix Penciled 
In for Another 








Church Blast? 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

A blast against the film industry 
is being readied by several local 
high-ranking Catholic clergymen at 
the seventh national Catetchetical 
Congress of the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine which convenes 
here for a three-day session next 
Saturday (15). 


A discussion is scheduled on the 
subject, 
ity.’ It is known hefe that there is 
a feeling in Catholie circles that 
films have undergone something of 
a ‘moral deterioration’ since the re- 
signation of Joseph I. Breen as cen- 
sor for the MPPDA. 





Public Demand Gives 
Fresh Impetus, Heftier 
Budgets to Whodunits 


Hollywood, Nov. 11 
Whodunit, once whispered in film 


studios when the budgets were be- 
ing arranged, is spoken now in a 
| loud voice, with major lots appro- 
| priating major bankrolls for the 
production of mystery stories. Fol- 
lowing financial returns from ‘The 
Maltese Falcon’ at Warners and ‘The 
Thin Man’ adventures at Metro, the 
picture companies are raising the 
monetary status of felonious tales, 
both horrible and comic 

Metro is taking Arsene Lupin off 
the shelf. Paramount is repolish- 





York | 


during the past week to assume the | 


p :t of executive assistant to Leon 
Netter, home office contact with 
|Par’s southern partners and oper- 


ators. 


He was for many years in charge 


| 


of the Colorado theatres of the Par- 
J. H. Cooper group, previously hav- | 
ing been operator of Par’s Denver- 
| Karsas City district 


s Key,’ a Dashiell Hame- 
mett crime yarn. Paramount 
a tale of dark doings, ‘The Black 
Curtain,’ 20th-Fox acquired ‘The 
Imposter,’ whose title for it 


ing ‘The Glas 


' ale 
Speaks 


elf, and Gypsy Rose Lee’s ‘G-String 
M r bej ig ogled { 
Dav O. Se 
I at At G1 
e Intry for fil 
reports that public libraries 
r = ire€ Ove ne eda ) e- 


Try and Get All These 
Names on Your Marquee 


Nov. 11. 
20th- 


Hollywood, 

Lineup is complete for the 

Fox production, 

tan,’ 
six episodes, 
Boris Morros. 

Episode No. 1 


to be produced by 


is played by Charles 
Boyer, Rita Hayworth and Thomas 
Mitcheil. Others are: No. 2, Henry 
Fonda and Ginger. Rogers; No. 3, 
Charles Laughton, Miss Lanchester 
and Victor Francen; No. 4, Edward 


G. Robinson; No. 5,W. C. Fields; No. 
6, Paul Robeson, Rochester, Ethel 
Waters and the Hall Johnson Choir 


Changes in the administrative 


setup within the Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum Corp. are currently under 
contemplation owing to feeling 


among various members of the board 
of directors that there has been too 
much divided authority 
departments. 


in executive 
Move is reportedly 
afoot to 
George 
coniract 


tighien the 
J. Schaefer, prexy, 
Dec. 31, 
for 


treasurer's 


setup under 
whose 
with a 
executive head the ex- 
ploitation and offices, 
among others, likely to emerge. 
Renewal of Schaefer’s 
expiring end of next month, has been 
temporarily sidetracked, from 
counts, because Floyd Odlum and 
Nelson Rockefeller, each represent- 
ing major stock interests, are in 
Washington in important national de- 
fense posts. Odlum is with OPM 
and Rockefeller is active in South 
American relations. Odlum and 
Rockefeller representatives the 
RKO board are deferring considera- 


expires 
single 


contract, 


ac- 


on 


tion of the contract renewal until 
there is unanimity of opinion that 
|} the new operations setup at the 
| studio, now being worked out by 
Joseph I. Breen, production chief, 
|and Schaefer, give promise of con- 
| sistently better product. Plans of 


‘Motion Pictures and Moral- | 


future studio organization and policy 
are being put into final form for 
board consideration within next few 


| days 





| will seek to centralize 


Odlum will 
interest in 
the end of 1941, 
likely bring about a 
representation on the 


that 
stock 


Indications 
have a majority 
the company by 
which would 
larger Odlum 
board 


are 


Odlum’s $3,000,000 
Odlum has invested approxintately 
$3,000,000 in RKO so far, with neg- 
returns on his investment to 
Understanding is that Odlum 
operations lt 
an effort to put RKO on more profit- 


ligible 


date 


{able basis. 


bought | 


While no friction is reported be- 
tween the theatre and producer- 
ibutor bodis lack of ufficient 
coordinataon betwee! RKO Radio 
Pictures and Keit “Alber Orpheum 
is oslensioiy one factor being con- 
sidered in determining future policy, 
Curre! operaiing more like sep- 
rate units, rather than part of a 
ingle organization, the two subsids 
have bkcen combining for action only 
where company product has been ine 
volved, often going through the hold. 


ing company for such action. 


Indicative of loosely-woven exec 
etup currently pointed to at RKO 
the treasury department There 
are three assistant treasure! for 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. (W. H. 
Clark, G. Van Wagner, O. R. Me- 
M an RKO Rad Pictures 
W H. Clar} K- 
A-O tre é Lé Goldbe Ex 
it ’ for the re and pictures 
i1sOoO undaé eparate head Harry 
I el, S. Barret McCormick and 
Te} Turner 
P for ; it fice pace 
l!embracing two more floors in the 
RKO Bidg. are being gandered to 
lallow for newly defined departments 


‘Tales of Manhat- | 
the history of a dress suit in| 


Schaefer will remain east most of 
the time, it is understood, to coordi- 
nate operations in line with Odlum’s 
objectives. 


Garnett to Pilot ‘Spy’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
nett closed a deal by long 
yne from Boston to di- 
rold Lloyd’s next RKO pro- 


Tay Gar 
distance phi 
rect Ha 


duction, ‘My Favorite Spy,’ starring 
'Kay Kyser. 

Director once worked for Lloyd 
as a gag man on ‘Safety Last,’ 
pe aaerae Bov’ and other silent 
filn 
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Wanger's Squadron’ and Frank Lloyd an 


(Hitchcock) Pix for Universal Release .:: 


Universal sales forces including 
branch, division and district man- 
gers, at the Blackstone hotel, Chi- 
cago, over the weekend for the west- 
ern sales meet, were advised that 
U would release Walter Wanger’s 
‘Eagle Squadron’; a Frank Lloyd- 
Jack Skirball special to be directed 
by Alfred Hitchcock; another Irene 
Dunne starrer directed by Gregory 
LaCava and other high-budgeted 
product. Jules Levey (Mayfair) also 
will produce an Abbott & Costello 
starrer, ‘Pardon My Sarong.’ 

The Wanger production was last 
being negotiated for United Artists 
release on a distribution percentage 
despite the producer’s severance 
from UA, but apparently without 
success. Wanger, who intended to go 
to England, where a crew was shoot- 
ing RAF backgrounds remained in 
the U.S., however, and most of the 
film is to be made here. 

Nate Blumberg told U field forces 
that an additional $3,000,000 has been 
appropriated, over the original in- 
creases in the 1941-42 production 
budget, to provide for such pictures 
as ‘Saboteur,’ which Hitchcock is to 
direct. The cost of A product alone 
this season at Universal is more than 
the production cost of the entire 
studio output two or three seasons 
back. Talking of the ‘bonus’ pix 
promised exhibs at the beginning 
of the season, Blumberg declared 
that plans to deliver 50% more top 
pictures than those definitely listed 
had been exceeded by 100%. 

Greater Responsibility in Field 

W. A. Scully, general sales man- 
ager, revealed that greater responsi- 
bility is to be shifted to branch and 
district managers in order to pro- 
mote quicker liquidation of con- 
tracts. This move is considered ad- 
visable owing to the unusually large 
number of high-budget pictures with 
resultant higher negative investment 
tied up. 

Regional sales heads were told 
that additional authority was to be 
vested in them in order to close 
deals faster in the field and elimi- 
nate needless delays which might be 
caused via home office routine. Be- 
lief is held that in paving way for 
more initiative among field men bet- 

ter results would be obtained in 
deals for more important houses and 
preferred playing time. 

Charles K. Feldman, Coast agent, 
and Barney Glazer, showed at the 
métting to discuss ‘Paris Calling,’ 
Randolph Scott-Elizabeth Bergner 
starrer, which was screened on Sun- 


day (9). It’s their package pic. 
During deliberations it was in- 
timated that the Deanna Durbin 


peeve with the studio was well on 
the way to being straightened out. 

Matty Fox reported that the 1941- 
2 program is nearly 70% completed. 

Among those at the eonclave, in 
addition to Blumberg, Scully and 
Fox were J. J. O’Connor, assistant 
to the prexy; E. T. Gomersall, west- 
ern sales manager, B. B. Kreisler, 
short subject sales manager, F. J. A. 
McCarthy, Southern and Canadian 
Division Manager, E. T. Murray, 
branch manager operations, and Lou 
Pollock, Eastern advertising and 
publicity manager. Another meeting 
for U’s eastern sales force is to be 
held in New York, Nov. 14-16. 





Hitchcock’s U Pic 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Alfred Hitchcock, under contract 


to David O. Selznick, shifts to Uni- | 


versal Dec. 1 to direct ‘Saboteur,’ a 
war story written by himself, as a 
Frank Lloyd-Jack Skirball produc. 
tion. Universal will release. 

Robert Cummings plays the male 
lead and Priscilla Lane, on loan from 
Warners, is top femme. 


Durbin-Universa! Feud 


Looks Like the McCoy 





Holly wood, Nov. 11. 
Impasse in the war between 
Deanna Durbin and Universal is in- 
dicated by the shelving of ‘They 
Lived Alone,’ once assigned as a 
Durbin starrer, and the shifting of 
Bruce Manning, producer, and Wil- 
liam Seiter, director, to other jobs. 
Manning has started prep work 
on ‘The Life of Thomas Newsome,’ 
and Seiter is taking over the pro- 
ducer-director chore on a comic 
romance, ‘Fired Wife.’ 





Tail Toupee Wanted 





Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

It’s a sad tail hanging on the 
aft end of Trigger, the hoss rid- 
den by Roy Rogers in Republic 
pictures. Trigger is not going on 
any more personal appearances, 
on account of souvenir hunters. 

He can’t sign autographs, so 
the fans pluck hairs out of his 
tail. After his last road tour his 
caudal appendage looked like a 
Chihuahua purp. Now he !s 
staying home to grow a new 
crop. 











PIX AT N.Y. 
CRITERION 


‘International Lady,’ which opened 
at the Criterion, N.Y., Monday night 


(10), is the first film under a two- 
picture deal made between United 
Artists and Loew’s, operating the 
Crit, with a season’s product agree- 
ment being contingent on how the 
two films do at the theatre. The 
other picture is ‘Sundown.’ 

UA is in the Criterion on a per- 
centage deal, carrying splits. Any 
seasonal deal made with Loew’s will 
be for pictures that do not go into 
the Music’ Hall which, for several 
years, has picked from the UA pro- 
gram without necessity of a selec- 
tive deal. 

UA at one time is reported to have 
considered taking over the Crit for 
operation by itself. 





UAS TWO TEST 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

starrer for Eddie Albert 
his new RKO contract is 
‘Cheyenne,’ based on a tale of the 
annual rodeo in Wyoming by Win- 
ston Miller and William Rankin. 

Iselin Auster produces the picture, 
which is still without a director, 


8 Film Majors Move 
To Unfreeze $1,400,000 
Out of New Zealand 


Eight U.S. major film companies 
presently are negotiating a frozen 
money pact with New Zealand, in an 
effort to thaw out some $1,400,000 
impounded there, and to secure a 
more favorable arrangement for the 
| year starting next month. At pres- 
ent time, major distributors are al- 
lowed to take out only about 30% 
of their revenue obtained from dis- 
tributing in New Zealand. This has 
resulted in the freezing of about 
$630,000 during the present 12-month 
period. 

While N.Z. is rated as only one 
seventh of Australia, coin held in 
the former represents the rev- 
enue frozen there during the last 
three years—1939-1941. Nation had 
a frozen money arrangement even 
before the war started, when New 
Zealand held 25% there. The follow- 
ing year the government froze about 
60%. Net revenue of eight major 
companies in New Zealand is figured 
at around $900,000 per year, after 
deducting operating expenses. 

Initial request will, be for 100% 
unfreezing of the $1,400,000 new held, 
and for full remitttance of all rev- 
enues in the forthcoming year. Fact 
that Great Britain only allowed 50% 
unfreezing on already impounded 
money and about half of likely rev- 
enue in the present year is viewed 
as liable to serve as a precedent both 
|for N. Z. and Australia. 


First 




















Hollywood 


—— 


Sneak 











Hollywood’s idea of excitement: 
mix up Sam Goldwyn’s latest pro- 
duction; the giveaway of an auto- 
mobile in a Glendale theatre; and 
an audience’s unfavorable reaction 
| to finding a ‘Daily Variety’ critic in 
| their midst. 


| Here’s how columnist Sidney 
| Skolsky described it in the N. Y. 
| Post. 





By SIDNEY SKOLSKY 
Hollywood, Nov. 11, 

Excitement of the week: Sam 
Goldwyn tried to sneak his pic- 
ture, ‘Ball of Fire,’ at the Alex- 
andria theatre in Glendale. 
There is an understanding be- 
tween. the movie producers and 
the trade papers that no pictures 
will be sneaked in Los Angeles 
and a certain radius outside the 
city limits. Glendale is forbid- 
den territory. 
* 


. * 

Goldwyn took his picture to 
Glendale on Saturday night. 
First there was a drawing for a 
car. The house lights went on. 
| The manager stood on the stage 
near a telephone and waited for 
special word from another the- 
atre, where the winning number 
was drawn. The manager an- 
nounced that the winner of the 
car was a patron in a Bakers- 
field Fox West Coast theatre. 

e e 7 

The audience at the Alex- 
andria discarded their now use- 
less tickets and settled back to 
see the preview. But the house 
lights went on again. The man- 
ager was back with this an- 
nouncement: ‘There has been a 
mistake. The person in Bakers- 
field was not the winner. There 
will be another drawing.’ There 
was a wild scramble. People 
were searching on the floor for 
their discarded tickets, some try- 
ing to patch pieces of torn tick-. 
ets together. 

Finally, the genuine winner 
was announced. Now for the ad- 
vertised preview. But the house 
lights didn’t dim. The manager, 





Excitement 


‘Daily Variety’ Reviewer Eases Into a Goldwyn 


Preview 


who was now on the stage long 
enough to require a guild card, 
| said: ‘I am sorry to inform you 
| that there will be no preview. 
There is a critic from ‘Daily Va- 
riety’ in the theatre, and Mr. 
Goldwyn doesn’t want to show 
his picture to the press yet.’ 
= * * 

Then the riot started. People 
jumped to their feet and yelled, 
‘Throw him out! Kick him out! 
Put on the picture! Give us our 
money back!’ 

cd * * 

Bill Brogdon, the 
from ‘Daily Variety,’ 
feel uncomfortable. 
lights were on. 
audience had 


reviewer 
began to 
The house 
Many in the 
spotted him as 
the villain, for officials had 
walked down the aisle to ask 
himsto leave. Despite the pro- 
tests and the shouts, Brogdon 
stayed. Then Leo Durocher, in 
the theatre as the guest of Sam 
Goldwyn, and is used to riots, 
stood up and yelled, ‘Leave him 
alone. He’s got as much right 
to be here as He paid 
his way in.’ 
a . 


any one, 





Sam Goldwyn took his guests 
and the print of the picture to 


Pasadena and put it on in a 


theatre there at 10:30. The ‘Ball 
of Fire’ started its career with 
practically a riot call... This 
incident is proof that theatre 


managers have educated their 
audiences to go to movie houses 
to win automobiles, enter candy 
wrapper contests, play bingo, see 
a preview (which is a blind date 
with a picture) or take home a 
set of dishes. 
- o . 

In fact, it is evidence that the 
Glendale audience (typical of 
the average Los Angeles audi- 
ence) goes to a movie to see 
everything but the regular pic- 
ture on the _ program. It’s 
about time that the studio ex- 
ecutives devoted more attention 
to how their million-dollar prod- 
uct is handled after it leaves 








| 
| 


| 
j 


| 
| 





the factory. 


Selmick Sets Financing, Kelly 
Dittoes Distrib; UA Prez When? 





Out West in N. Y. 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Scenically, Wyoming is not the 
Wyoming type, in the opinion of 
Nate Watt, just back from New 
York state where he directed 
background shooting for the 
‘Hashknife Hartley’ series of 
westerns in the Mohawk Val- 

ley. 

First of the series, to be pro- 
_duced by Sunbeam Films, goes 

into production in two weeks. 


OVER $1,000,000 
TO USO FROM 
THEATRES 


More than $1,000,000 has been 
raised by motion picture theatre 
operators for the promotion of wel- 
fare and recreation in the military 


forces through the United Service 
Organization. Joseph Bernhard, 
vice-president of Warner Bros., and 
chairman of the national film com- 
mittee, has turned over to Thomas 
E Dewey a check for $943,684.47. 

Sum represents net collections 
from 7,841 theatres, including 17 in- 
dividual contributions amounting to 
$1,114.85. Additional cash to pass 
the million mark is anticipated from 
2,727 theatres which have not yet 
completed their reports. 

In accepting the first payment, 
Dewey, national U.S.O. chairman, 
expressed himself as highly pleased 
at the showing by the theatres. It 
is assured that the contribution will 
be cutstanding among the efforts of 
all American industries. The cam- 
paign also was the most successful 
money-raising drive that theatres 
ever have undertaken. The co- 
campaign directors were A. P. Wax- 
man and Harry Goldberg. 

An earlier campaign for U.S.O. 
had been conducted in the New York 
theatres operated by the Loew and 
RKO circuits. All of their out-of- 
town houses, however, participated 
in the national campaign. 

In totals, independent 
made the best showing and turned 
over $492,639.24 to the committee. 
Paramount and Warner Bros. cir- 
cuits were next with $173,133.20 and 
$172,141.36, respectively. National 
theatres remitted $96,130.15; 











WAR INTEREST HYPOS 
NEWSREELS’ INCOME 


Heightened interest in world 
events, particularly the European 
war, has brought marked increase 
in newsreel business. Improved | 


. ° . | 
business is coming from number of | 


accounts sold rather than from any | 
tilt in rentals most newsreels ad- | 
rmitting that an increase in rentals | 
is virtually impossible in most 
spots. However, each of the five | 
newsreels has added more exhibitors, 


the growth served regularly being 
particularly heavy with Paramount 
jand 20th-Fox (Movietone) 

Not only are additional houses 


running the reels, but theatres more | 
than ever feature them in their ad- | 
vertising and _ exploitation. Ex- 
hibitors claim that this extra plug- | 
ging pays off in improved receipts. | 
Just now many exhibs are ballying 
local football games in their neigh- 
borhood. 


Shorts Pilot Upped 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Jules Dassin, imported from the 
Broadway stage to direct shorts at 
Metro, has been upped to a feature 
directorship in ‘Out of the Past,’ with 
Conrad Veidt and Ann Ayars in the 
top roles. 

His first Hollywood pilot job was 
the short subject, ‘The Tell-Tale 
Heart.’ In ‘Out of the Past’ he works 
under production supervision of 
Irving Asher. 





ul 








theatres | 


While David O. Selznick con- 
tinued beating the Néw York bushes 
im a hunt for United Artists presi- 
dential timber, Arthur W. Kelly, 


operating chief of the company, flew 
to the Coast last week to consolidate 
the product lineup and talk with the 
other three UA owners. 

What progress Selznick has made 
is obscure, although the word from 
his Manhattan headquarters is that 
his manhunt goes on and will con- 
tinue until there’s a signature on a 
dotted line. Selznick is not going 
back to the Coast until the task of 
getting a prez is completed, which, 
it is said, may take anywhere from 
two more days to two more months. 

Selznick hasn’t confined himself 
entirely -to the presidential prob- 
lem, but spent much of last week 
confabbing with reps of the Guar- 
anty Trust Co. N. Y., on financing 
of his own unit, which he expects to 
get into production in January, 
Guaranty has provided Selznick 
money in the past. Under his pres- 
ent arrangement with UA, the com- 
pany is understood to participate in 
his financing to the extent of pro- 
viding completion guarantees up to 
a maximum of 25% of total produc- 
tion cost, but no more than $250,000 
on any One picture. That makes it 
comparatively easy to get the re- 
mainder of the coin. 

What’s in the Can 

Kelly has taken a realistic view 
of the UA release schedule and is 
listing on it nothing but pix in pro- 
duction or about to go into produc- 
duction. Vague or semi-vague pros- 
pects, such as films being talked of 
by Richard Rowland and due from 
Sol Lesser, are being cancelled off 
until they reach the state of actually 
meriting inclusion on the slate. 








RKO | 
| houses, $47,099.13, ard Loew’s, $14,- 
| 450.28. 


made), 


Even ‘Keys of the Kingdom,’ Selz- 
nick’s initialer, is not going to be 


offered. Kelly feels that with a 
January starting date and Selz- 
nick's thorough-going production 


procedure, the film will not be ready 
until summer and so will be re- 
leased on the 1942-43 sked 

Net result is that UA will have 15 
pix for the year, as now planned, 
plus 10 Hal Roach streamliners. 
Lineup includes six already re- 
leased, plus nine coming. New ones 
are ‘Corsican Brothers’ (Small), 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (Pressburger ), 
‘To Be Or Not to Be’ (Korda), 
‘Jungle Book’ (Korda), ‘Twin Beds’ 
(Small), ‘Affairs of Valentino’ 
(Small), ‘Heliotrope Harry’ (Small), 
‘Pimpernel Smith’ (British-made) 
and ‘Ships With Wings’ (British- 
In addition there will likely 


| be the reissue of the ‘Gold Rush’ on 
| which Charles Chaplin is now fitting 


a score. 


Features already released include 
‘Sundown’ (Wanger), ‘Three Cock- 
eyed Sailors’ (British-made), ‘Major 
Barbara’ (Pascal), ‘International 
Lady’ (Small), ‘Lydia’ (Korda) and 
‘New Wine’ (Sekely). 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Buckwheat Thomas, moppet in the 
Jur Gang comedy group, renewed 
by Metro. 

Irene Manning, formerly Hope 
Manning, drew player deal at War- 
ners, 

Dolly 
newed 


Loehr, moppet pianist, re- 
by Paramount. 

Jerry Bergen signed by Sam Cose 
low to act in a series of Soundies 
for jukeboxes. 

Lewis Allen’s test director 
tract renewed by Paramount. 

Brian Donlevy inked new Paras 
mount pact. 


eon. 


Keith Richards’ ‘player option 
lifted by Paramount. 
Gloria Dickson signed to play 


three pictures a year at Republic, 

Betty Wells, legit actress, drew 
film contract at Metro. 

Bobby Connolly inked new dance 
director pact at Metro. 

Gwenn Jones, 18-year-old soprano, 
drew player contract at RKO. 


Peggy Diggins’ player option 
picked up by Warners. 
Elaine Morey’s player option 


hoisted by Universal. 
William Jacobs renewed for a year 
as associate producer at Warners. 
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TOUGHER LABOR DEMANDS 
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ANOTHER TYPE ‘BUNDLE’ | 


Another kind of ‘bundle,’ a check for $943,684.47, was handed 
(5) to Thomas E. Dewey, national chairman of the United 
Service Organization, by Joseph Bernhard, film industry's 
chairman of the motion picture theatres’ drive for funds to 
brighten the recreational hours of men in the military service. 

When all sums collected through film theatres are remitted 
to the committee, the total will exceed $1,000,000. The drive is 
the most successful money-raising campaign which has been 
conducted for public service through industry channels, 





_— 


Most significant and gratifying phase of the drive, in which 
Bernhard had the assistance of A. P. Waxman and Harry 
Goldberg as campaign directors, is the announcement that 
parent, Re operated theatres contributed $492,639.24, 

It would appear that the film industry, which has just under- 
gone a severe tossing around by disclosures of the Browne- 
Bioft trial, is capable of outs tanding public service under the 
spur of any worthy impulse. 


Defense Eases Matinees, But Nights 


And Weekends, At Upped Prices, 
More Than Offset Daytime Biz Drop 











| 
| 
f 
| 


Due to defense, with consequent} Taurog’s ‘Cugat’ Loan 
shifting of population, added em- 
ployment, booms 1n some centers but Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
depressed conditions in others and : 
rel: ted factors, the routine of theatre Paramount borrowed Norman Tau- } 
nerformance is changing markedly. |rog from Metro to direct ‘Mr. and 
~ Because more people are working,|; Mrs. Cugat,’ be t-selling novel by | 
the trend appears to be to substan-| Isabel Scott Rorick 
tially reduce morning and matinee Male lead is assigned to Ray Mil- | 
bt iness In addition to increased | land, who plays the village banker, 


employment, this is also held due in| Mr, Cugat. 
part to daytime charity and war- —<S oo a 


work, shopping and other activities 
among the women folks who Local UEFA Head 
it { Re 


formerly were mat regulars 


However, the theatres are getting 
more business at night and some of 
the weekday play is shifting to 
Saturdays and Sundays, with result 
that even if a house isn’t getting as 
high an average attendance as be- 
fore, in dollars and cents it is hold- 
ing to the prior gross level, or doing 
a little better. This occurs, of 
course, due to the difference in mat} 
and evening scales in addition to the 
obtained Saturdays, | 





higher prices Although UFA, German-language 
Sundays and holidays. film distributing outfit, hasn’t had a | 
The changing tide, so far as, foot of new product from the Reich 


there’s no chance of 
prez George Nitze 


months, 
down, 


patronage 1s concerned, is more pro-/in six 


nounced in areas benefiting from de-| it shutting 


fense work. but also affects to aj|declared Monday (10). Nor will he 
. | . ° a 
lesser degree farm and other regions’ go to court, he said, in an effort to 


by the 
have de- 
miles or 


force Customs authorities to dis- 
gorge the 11 or more features they 
have been holding for half a year. 

The 14 houses throughout the 

The draft as well as the migration| United States which, over a period 
of workers has changed the weekly|;of years, have played German- 
gross situation in some states and| language pix exclusively all con- 
localities to a considerable extent, at! tinue to operate despite the 
the same time affecting distributors} of fresh product All are using re- 
through rentals. Certain states, in| issues atured. Some of the 
spite of the population that existed to 10 years old 


been drained 
draft or from which men 
parted tor jobs in factories 
tates away. 


which have 


double-fe 


pix are eight 


prior to the preparedness program, Nitze said he would keep his com- 
have not been favored by much de-| pany operating indefinitely, “waiting 
fense appropriation and thus are suf-| patiently for the day whet 
fering. The northwest is particular-| tures v e released to u He 
ly noted in this connection re he 
n ss : >. to court as he prefers to keep thing 
n a ‘friendly’ basis It is under- 
RKO 8-MONTH NET tood that he’d have at least a 50-50 
*hance f prying the pix loose 1 
court, egal groul for Cu 
PROFIT AT $490,880) forci.2sncm are said to be Ain 
- — Five German-language houses con- 
Ssony rt , rate in Neur Torle Ma mes 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. and ree ree Casino and 96th 
subsids’ net profit totaled $490,880 in ial  Makabants  Ganbeui 


the first eight months (34-week pe- 


riod ending Aug. 30) this year, an Yorkville and the Mozart and Wag- 


j : > ner 1 ‘ooklyn. None of them 
interim report revealed when filed | [°° | oe - = n Pas Rod in 
last week in connection with stock | Currently has @ pict ss é 


three years old. In addition to the 


isti } 4 xchange. : 
listing on the N.Y. Stock Exchan UFA films, pictures have been pro- 


Regular-nine-month statement for 


the first three quarters ending in vided by exchanges operated by Jo- 
r . » ’ : . t a) e In ger ; nd 
September, which is due out within | S¢Ph Scheinman, Charles U a 


Bruno Zwicker. 


the next week, is expected to show 
around $600,000 net. 


RKO report reveals theatre ad- ° ’ 
missions, rents and other operating Hellinger 8 N.Y. Sked 


income for the 34 weeks amounted Mark Hellinger due in New York 
to $33,411,676. The net profit figure Friday (14) for preem of his ‘Rise 
was figured after providing $340,000 and Shine’ (20th) at the Roxy (28). 


for contingencies, $205,195 for in- He's skedded to appear on the 
come taxes and $39,501 for dividends Fred Allen pregram over NBC-red 
declared on the K-A-O preferred Nov. 19 and also on the Treasury 
stock, | Hour with Linda Darnell 








absence | 





BIOFF-BROWNE. Par Upping Wages Company-Wide 
HO. REASONS In View of Rising Costs; Offset 


Resentment Over Easy 


To Unions’ Requests Also Seen 





j 


Money for Disgraced La- 
bor Leaders—Then There’ s Double Dose of Chills 
the More Realistic Higher adieieh 
Cost of Living | 


> 

? 
| 
| 
| 


Hollywood, Novy. 11. 


ss Boris Karloff and Peter Lorre 

make it twice as chilly in Colum- 

STRATEGY | bia’s next goose-pimple picture, ‘The 
| Boogie Man Will Get You.’ 

mi | Hal Finberg is writing the ner- 


Resentful over of | Yous tremors under production 
ervision of Colbert Clark 


the 
producing companies 
paid George E. Browne and Willie 
Bioff, but also predicating action on : 

the fact that living costs have risen alla a ] é 

due to the war, locals of the Inter- ‘ 
national Alliance of Theatrical St: 


stage 


Employees are expected to figure in Mother Country, 


large sums sup- 


|money major 


a wave of new demands | 
as contracts 


and severe 
expire. Stiff demands 9 e e 
to be looked for, with labor contacts | C 3 

predicting no quarter is to be given | ¥ Y S Soviet Pix 
this ti i | 


time, will cover not only wage | 


scales but bear on bettered work 4 
conditions, 
During the past few weeks, where Toronto, Nov. 11 
|} scattered contracts with th Board of C¢ rs here | lifted 
have expired, increases have been. th ban on Russian fil with 
lemanded and received in full by | V°!lga-Volga’ now booked into the 
opera tor locals of the IATS rh Holl; Od al vs prints of the 
studios well as theatres are af-|5°Viet musical bei distributed 
fected since many unions figure in| 1!* on Ru n flicker to 
the factories, including 10 in the so-|"e sreen light in three years here 
called IA group with which diffi-| _ Preceding distribution of Soviet 
cuties have been experienced in ar- features of a non-political nature 
riving at new contract terms which ‘Volga-Volga’ is, ban on Rus- 


Slan product was earlier lifted upon 
In order to meet the situation | ;, “/. eae ise , 
: nat countrys entry into the war 
ahead, especially if it appears at an but wa 
u v as 


confined to selected news- 
reel clips passed by the British Gov- 
ernment. Previous to the ban three 
years ago, Russian films enjoyed con- 
siderable popularity among Slavic 
expatriates here. Russia’s heroic re- 
sistance against the Nazi invasion is 
taken as the reason for the ban-lift, | 
and communism is now being soft- | 


early date that the 
going to make the 
pay through the nose for the 
Browne-Bioff mess, all major com- 
panies may be required to build up 
high-powered labor departments and 
union. negotiators. 


No Labor Reps 


unions are now 
picture industry 


| 
Paramount, operating the largest | pedalled 
number of theatres, has no labor| ReSarding ‘Volga-Volga,’ O. J. Sil- 
|representative, nor does National, | Verthorne, chairman of the Board of 
|controlled by 20th-Fox and headed | Censors, says: ‘It is all folk music 


|and no propaganda and 
political point whatever.’ 


by Spyros Skouras. 
20th admitted to 


makes no 


Both Par and 
the Browne-Bioff 


Public Is 


Tax-Conscious Anyway ‘:' 


Relying on the assumption that! 1. but on tickets of more than 20c 
| the public is tax conscious, theatres | formerly taxable, they are also tak- 
are increasing scales over and above | ing a few more cents for the thea- 
| abso1 Pt ion of the Fed eral levy which | tre at the same time 

on Oct. 1 made all admissions of 10c 
r over subject to tax, with no « ‘Even Money’ Scale 
plaints so far in evidence Roche ter, N Y Jo 11 
Ope! t y ha the p D nj I 
if t t ¢ = t J 
é B ‘ 17 
I on t t Ir f f <U 
S f p 44 
Sa 
i Vi 
The ( cre r T ef] 
( ve ene ¢ r t ( 
put, I t i nce erat ire Ast Loew's) repoi Da 
trying to arrive at scale figures that the move. Subsequent run ho 
don’t result in odd-cent admission |™ade unanimous protest to film com- 


due to problein of handling the | Panes and planned to file a protest 


pennies, time required i: taking | With Film Board in Buffalo 
change, etc. | BPA 
On Oct. 1 a le tax had to be 


BRACKETT OR BUCHMAN 


charged on a dime admission, where- 


|as previously tickets selling up to| LIKELY FOR SWG PREZ 
20c were exempt In these lower 





| 
Not only have theatres raised a Also on the ballot are two amend- |Clock,” ‘Midnight Angel’ and the 
| little in the lower admission brack-| ments to tighten membership re-| Fleischer cartoon, ‘Mr. Bug Goes 
ets, that became subject to tax Oct. | quirements ' Town.’ 


brackets with 
missions it 


ada- 


and two-cent 
is more difficult to avoid 


one 


rising costs, 
' borne, etc., 


' through, 


1 In their 


tere 1, mall 


A company-wide system of bonus 
payments on salaries for the dura- 
tion and possibly beyond, in view of 
increased taxation to be 
is reported being proj- 
ected by Paramount. It would cover 
everyone working for the organi- 
zation in this country, if carried 
except that the pervcentee 
lea 


of so-ca bonuses in theatres 


would be left to the partners them- 


se'ves. where they have operating 
autonomy. 

Meantime, the RKO and Loew 
|circuits last week voluntarily gave 


| their manacers a $5 increase and a 


00st of $2.50 weeklv to a stants 
case the increases may 
seme bearing on the fact that 


have 
a move 


is uncer way to niorize anavers, 
with RKO picked out as the tester, 
Having enrolled a m ritv of e’ig- 
ible in Grec*er No York RKO 
theatres, the Exhibition, Exn sition 
& Entertainn Emn'ove vnioen 
he’ ’ l | ) : } 1°70 t 
\ oted EEE id 
re r 1 1 1 ( ( - 
} ( t RKO At 
lat 2 { ot ti -4 
i { t i 
In t Siarted It 
The P I t f 
e! Dp \ ] ne - 
el f all 
e} ( T I ‘ ( t 
I ae od T he } y-Wi ) 
chal i Oo Vv 1St i lidi j- 
ve } I } e increéa t 1 WI » 
ilso I u P] € -C id I h 1d- 
ed out raises 
First concrete step under a plan 
to extend bonus »vavments to em- 


ployees throughout Par affects em- 
ployees of the Par theatre, N-Y. 
During the past week a system was 


worked out under which employees 
earning up to $25 will get 16% 
more; those $35 to get 


71 


from $25 to 
%, and over $35 they will re- 
ceive 5%. Amounts will be on week- 
ly salaries and set aside fo! 
ment to payroll personnel once 
month. 


This may 


pay- 
each 


be the adopted schedule 


| Australia and Great Britain have /for the entire home office but out 

(Continued on page 24) | also lifted the Russian ban. in the field. in the exchanges. va- 

\ aa es i. —— ~ —— rious theatre guoups and individual 

houses ,the percentage of bonus may 

| vary It likely will where partners 

Theatres Upping Prices, on Theory ania Sia ot te Chall 
| they want to acaopt 


Not lons 


ago Par handed out scate 
increases to 
h.o help 


RKO’S 10 PIX SHOOTING, 
8 PREPPING, A RECORD 


Holl. v\ a 0 11 
Proc RKO ! 
' 10 f i 
{) 
Ir e 
° 
‘ ( 
'e ‘ 
bel a I | 
Abne l é 


‘My Favorite Spy.” ‘Littl Pinks,’ 
‘There 
From 


Goe Lon: Henry. ‘Pa e 
3ordeaux.” ‘The 


ant,’ ‘Gwangi’ and ‘Growing Pains.” 


Passage for Five 
Hollywood, Nov. 11 


‘Bahama Passage,’ first and last of 


: Hollywood, Nov. 11 the Madeleine Carroll-Stirling Hay- 
odd-cent admissions unless a Ile Charles Brackett and Sidney Buch- | den co-starrers, leads off Paramount's 
ducat is raised to lic, when the Gov- man are expected to poll the heavi- | third parcel of pictures under the 
ernment gets two cents, but where | est vote for presidency of the Screen | consent decree. Hayden has aban- 
prices are higher and were previ- | Writers Guild at the annual meeting become 


ously taxed, the round figures 
being used where possible. 


are 


and election tomorrow 


(Wednesday) | 
| night. 


| doned films to 


|‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ 


a sailor. 
the package are 
‘No Hands on the 


Other 


features it 
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The Fifth Freedom 
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‘If there is one thing we love more 
than another in the United States, it 
is that every man should have the privi- 
lege, unmolested and uncriticized, to 


utter the real convictions of his mind.’ 


—Woodrow Wilson 


‘The freedom of self-expression in all 


branches of show business .... 


— will be the editorial theme of the 


36th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


to be published late in December 
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DESIGN FOR SCANDAL 


Hollywood, Nov. 10. 
-o-Goldwyn-Mayer release of John W. 
pnsidine, Jr., production Stars Rosalind 
Russell, Walter Pidgeon; features Edward 
arnold, Lee Bowman, Jean Rogers, Mary 


Beth Hughes, Guy Kibbee, Barbara Jo 

Allen. Directed by Norman Taurog. Orig- 

inal by Lionel Houser; camera, Leonard 

smith and William Daniels; editor, Elmo 

Veron. Tradeshown in L. A. Nov. 10, ’41. 
82 MINS. 


nning time, 
age Cornelia Porter.....Rosalind Russell 


Jeff SherMan....sseeseseees .Walter Pidgeon 


. son M. Blair..cccceseses-Hadward Arnold 
ereiter Caldwell...eeees+s+++.-Lee Bowman 
Dotty....-+++ere PITTTIT IT Ti Jean Rogers 
Adele Blair....secceeseess Mary Beth Hughes 
Judge Graham. .cereeeeserrseess juy Kibbee 
Jane....-: enccvosececeooes marneare Jo Allen 
Raoul. ..sccecccveecvececeeeess LEON Belasco 
Freddie. ..cccocseeseseeeces-» Bobby Larson 
Wilton...cccccccccceeeeess Charles Coleman 


Northcott.. soeeseessthurston Hall 


oeeeeeere 





‘Design for Scandal’ is a lightly- 
concocted romantic farce, with fa- 
miliam story undercurrent refreshed 
by expert deliveries in the acting, 
direction and dialog departments. 
Tuned to present audience require- 
ments for pictures in lighter mood, 
it will swing through the regular 
runs as solo or billtopper for profit- 


able biz. 

Wher ace reporter Walter Pidgeon 
is assigned by his alimony-burdened 
publisher to frame the decision-ren- 
dering female judge, Rosalind Rus- 
sell, it’s a cinch that the pair will 
eventually fall in love and the scan- 
dal plan will be tossed into the dis- 
ecard. Despite this obvious conclu- 
sion, story unfolds at a consistently 
amusing clip, held together by deft 
direction by Norman Taurog, and a 
group of sterling performances high- 
lighted by Miss Russell. 


Armed with the choice assignment 
and an unlimited expense account, 
Pidgeon follows the femme jurist 
to Cape Cod, where he successfully 
launches his romantic campaign. It 
goes along fine until Pidgeon finds 
himself really smitten, and then it’s 
up to him to protect the victim. He 
succeeds, while Miss Russell discov- 
ers the plot and hails Pidgeon and 
co-conspirator Edward Arnold to 
court; but action is dismissed when 
love of the plaintiff and defendant 





is admitted on cross-examination. 

Despite exposition of a familiar 
tale, scripter Lionel Houser injects 
plenty of sparkling dialog along the | 
line, which clicks continually | 
through excellent piloting by Taurog | 
and delivery by Miss Russell, Pid- 
geon and supporting cast members. | 
It’s fluffy entertainment, holding an 
amusing tone throughout. 

Strong support is provided by Ed- 
ward Arnold, Jean Rogers, Lee Bow- 
man, Guy Kibbee, Barbara Jo Allen 
and Mary Beth Hughes. 

Picture gets A quality background 
from all technical departments, with 
camera work generally good, al- 
though Pidgeon is the victim of sev- 


PLAYMATES 


(WITH SONGS) 
RKO-Radio release of David Butler 


duction. Stars ay Kyser. tures Sons 
Barrymore, Lupe Velez, Ginny 8im May 
Robson, Patsy Kelly, Peter Lind ayes 
and Kyser’s band. Directed b Dav 
Butler. Screenplay, James Y. ern and 
M. M. Musselman; story, J. V. Kern; addi- 


tional dialog by Arthur Phillips. 

James Van Heusen and = ad — 
camera, Frank Redman; film editor, Irene 
Morra, Tradeshown in N. Y. Nove 6, '41. 
Running time, 95 MINS. . 
Kay Kyser......... onceceeed 
Jofin DOPING: 6ccecece. 
Carmen del Tore..ccccceccs 
tinny 


Kay Kyser 
John Barrymore 
+...-Lupe Veles 
seeesesceses- Ginny Simms 
ra tteeeeeeesercess. May Robson 
Luiu MONAHAN. ..sceeeeeeseees Patsy Kelly 
Peter Lindsey............Peter Lind Hayes 
Mr. Pennypacker........ -George Cleveland 
Mrs. Pennypacker........... -Alice Fleriing 





Kay Kyser comes up in ‘Play- 
mates’ with another boxoffice pic- 
ture. It’s good entertainment and 
the comedy would even be improved 
if 10 or 15 minutes were trimmed 
out of a rather slow first half. This 
is the third Kyser film and the third 
with David Butler producing and 
directing for RKO. 


Besides a fine supporting cast, 
good story values, and unabashed 
ribbing of John Barrymore for 
added publicity values, it’s got five 
nice tunes by James Van Heusen 
and Johnny Burke, and excellent 
production accoutrements, Film's 
only weaknesses are in the loose 
cutting and but fair photography. 


The idea of having Barrymore 
play a washed up ham (and that’s the 
word used by his manager, Patsy 
Kelly) to teach corn-fed Kyser how 
to mouth Shakespeare stretches into 
pure hoke that frequently reaches 
bellylaugh proportions. Barrymore 
is inveigled into the deal on the 
promise that publicity from a 
Shakespearean festival on a Long 
Island estate will land him a radio 
contract. Estate is owned by the 
prospective air sponsor whose so- 
cially ambitious wife goes for the 
Barrymore charm, plus the thought 
that the Festival can be turned into 
a huge charity social. Barrymore 
balks at teaching Kyser, and tries to 
get him out of the way by having 
Lupe Velez vamp the band leader 
into a state of exhaustion. When 
Kyser appears to be getting stronger 
Barrymore, on opening night, con- 
cocts a throat spray that makes 
speech impossible. Kyser, however, 
gets hep and turns the tables so 
that Barrymore swallows the alum. 
The winduv has Kyser and his band 
swinging ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ minus 
Barrymore, in a 1941 version of that 


| classic. This includes a good nov- 
elty tune, ‘Romeo Smith and Juliet 
Jones.” 

The secret of Kyser’s pull on 
celluloid is his naive, non-actorish 
stance. That’s also an okay contrast 
with Barrymore who is chewing 





| assignment nicely. 


scenery from his first to last exit. 
A good deal of the cutting, though, 
could be applied to some of Barry- 
more’s early scenes with Patsy 
Kelly, where there’s an obvious re- 
dundancy. Ginny Simms, Kyser’s 
band vocalist, again looks well and 
sings nicely as the love interest. 
Photography on her could have been 
sharper in spots, however. She 
capably sings ‘Humpty, Dumpty 
Heart’ and ‘How Long Did I Dream,’ 
solo and with Harry Babbitt, also of 
Kyser’s band, and carries her acting 
Lupe Velez, as 
a femme bull-fighter, helps the plot. 
She also does a torrid conga to ‘Que 
Chica.’ Miss Velez, incidentally, 


| could stand a diet. 


May Robson, as Kyser’s grandma, 


| mentor and adviser, turns in a good 


| portrayal. 


eral poorly-lighted shots. Walt. | 
—— | 
| 
| 
KATHLEEN | 
(ONE SONG) 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of George | 
Haight production Stars Shirley Te mple; | 
features Herbert Marshall Laraine Day, | 
Gail Patrick Felix Bressart, Nella Wal- 
ker and Lloyd Corrigan. Directed by Har- 
old S. Bucquet. Story, Kay Van Riper; 
adaptation, Mary C. McCall, Jr.: one song | 
by Roger Edens and Earl Brent; film edi- | 
tor, C. A. Nervig; photography, Sidney 
Wagner. Tradeshown in N. Y. Nov. 10, | 
*41 Running time, 88 MINS, 
Kathleen Davis........... Shirley Temple 
John Davis.......ccces »..-Herbert Marshall 
Dr. A. Martha Kent......... .Laraine Day 
Lorraine Bennett.....ceess.- Gail Patrick 
ar eae Felix Bressart 
OS ee er enen Nella Walker 
Dr. Montague Foster........Lloyd Corrigan 
ea Guy Bellis 
INR sy 6 uvreensaces esos. Wade Boteler 
ERE eae Charles Judels 


Shirley Temple, 13 years old and 
now under contract to Metro, does 
not tee off auspiciously with ‘Kath- 
leen.’ This is a_ tedious, thinly | 
plotted fable about a father, his | 
young daughter and the _latter’s| 
nurse-companion, Miss Temple’s ab- | 
sence from the screen for over a 
year may help here, but picture will 
need pushing to reach fair results. 

Fault lies largely with the story, | 
an original by Kay Van Riper. There | 
is little real action and no comic re- 
lief whatever, so the picture is most- 
ly 88 minutes of talk. 

Miss Temple, admittedly not easy 
to fit at this stage in her career, is 
ingratiating the entire distance and 





Yetains much of the charm that} 
brought her stardom. he young | 
actress receives able support from | 


Herbert Marshall, Laraine Day, Gail 
Patrick, Felix Bressart and others, 
but for none of these capable per- 
formers do their parts match their 
ability. The production background 
is adequate but not elaborate. 
Miss Temple’s assignment is that of | 
a girl who resents her father’s | 
neglect and the bossy nursemaid | 
who had full charge of her life. She 
also has developed a dislike for pa’s| 
girl friend, an actress, with the re- 
sult that when a new nurse comes on | 
the job it’s 10-to-1 who’s going to be | 
her stepmother. | 
here are a few brief unique 
Sequences in which the action car- 
ries out the day-dreams of Miss Tem- 
ple. This provides for the musical 
number ‘in which the latter imagines 
herself a stage star. She is backed | 
up by a male chorus and sings the 
song, ‘Around the Corner.’ The tune, 
topped by a brief dance, isn’t much. 
The film editing is not to the quick. 
At least 10 to 15 minutes could come | 
out, Char. 


| can 


Patsy Kelly and Peter 
as Kyser’s press agent, 
All those 


Lind Hayes, 


likewise take bows. 


|from Kyser’s band are professional 


! munching 


These include Ish 
Kabbible, the slow-witted comic 
with the round haircut, and Sully 
Mason, the dialectic singer-trump- 
eter. 

To Butler’s credit is the believable 
production, especially the scene in 
the film’s early part depicting 
Kyser’s band playing before a thea- 
tre audience. It’s not often that 
Hollywood so _ realistically repro- 
duces a theatre stage and audience. 


on the screen. 





This scene, incidentally, has Kyser’s | 


band playing and singing, “Thank | 
Your Lucky Stars and Stripes,’ a 
patriotic number that should be 
heard from in the near future. 
Scho. 


Four Jacks and a Jill 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Nov. 6. 

RKO release of John Twist production. 
Features Ray Bolger, Anne Shirley, June 
Havo Desi Arnaz Directed by Jack 
Hively Screenplay by John Twist; story, 
Monte Brice, suggested by ‘The Viennese 
Charmer,’ by W. Carey Wonderly; camera, 
Russell Metty: editor, George Hively; epe- 
cial effects, Vernon L. Walker; aset. di- 
rector, Dewey Starkey; songs, Mort Greene, 
Harry Revel Tradeshown in L. A. Nov. 
5. '41. Running time: 67 MINS, 
PEIRET < vvccscescesencedseneastens Ray Bolger 
BGG. cc ascvcs evoecseece eeeeesss- Anne Shirley 
2) er TEETTTITIT TTT Tr June Havoc 
Co eee ee oe ccoveccccc cae Almas 
The Noodle...cccccsece Sebortens Jack Durant 
PEABOS , 5 ins cuvevencentese ~..- Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Mr. Hoople. ..cecs ececee oedneseee Frits Feld 
Bobe 3 concceoccecs Henry Daniell 
MSt so cecisssoeess coveecvsceoios Jack Briggs 
Eddie. 66065800 000060660 606 ET ae 
EO eee Coccheveeswresecn doa Robert Smith 
| er rer se ree er Fortunio Bonanova 

Parties responsible for this one 


must have strolled around the cor- 
ner to the hopstool stand to write 
the script on paper napkins while 
quick hamburgers. It’s 


| mystery me 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G). 
Rosalind Russell and Walter 
Pidgeon in light and humorous 
romantic comedy. Good b.o. 


‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Shirley 
Temple’s first for Metro—and 
weak. 

‘Playmates’ (RKO) (with 
songs). Kay Kyser and band, 
John Barrymore, good box-office, 
and good entertainment. 

‘Four Jacks and a Jill’ (RKO) 
(Songs). Strictly for filler book- 
ings; a dull quaisi-musical. 

‘A Date With the Falcon’ 
(RKO). Good program whodunit 
mystery drama for supporting 
slots in the duals. 

‘Stork Pays Off? (Col). A-l 
programmer that'll give lift to 
any dual setup. 

‘Sierra Sue’ (Rep). Gene 
Autry starrer okay for western 
houses, 





‘Let’s Go Collegiate’ (Mono). 
. Weak college comedy with 
songs. 


‘Frightened Lady’ (Indie). 


British-mac: Edgar Wallace 

whodunit, apparently several 

years old. For secondary duals. 
me 








that kind of a picture. Filler sup- 


port strictly. 


Story, which has similar theme to 
‘Street Girl’ (one of the early 
dramas with music), goes on a wild 
merry-go-round of silly and _ in- 
credulous episodes that are as con- 
fusing as hall of mirrors. It’s about 
four struggling musicians who adopt 
a hungry girl, Anne Shirley. She 
poses as a European singer, intimate 
with a Balkan king—and latter turns 
up in person of taxi-driver Desi 
Arnaz. There’s a tinge of gangsters 
and gem-pilfering injected to con- 
fuse the audience from what might 
have been a main theme—and 
eventual clinch of the girl and 
pianist-dancer Ray Bolger. 

Director Jack Hively provides no 
assistance to the grammar school 
script provided, and set padding 
with tedious gags is obvious. Mort 
Greene and Harry Revel supply six 
songs which are lost in the shuffle 
though they might be something on 
their own without the handicap of 
picture presentation. 

Ray Bolger works hard, but clicks 
only once with a pantomime dance 
of a prizefighter meeting the champ. 
June Havoc, sister of stripteaser 
Gypsy Rose Lee, makes her film 
debut here, and displays both. per- 
sonality and _ streamlined chassis 
which gives an inkling of possibili- 
ties in a picture above this one. 
Miss Shirley’s untrained voice is 
obvious, and songs assigned are out 
of line with her limited abilities. 
Jack (ex-Mitchell and) Durant dis- 
plays possibilities for heavy roles, 
while Desi Arnaz does a_walk- 
through. Walt. 


A Date With the Falcon 


Hollywood, Nov. 6. 





STORK PAYS OFF 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Maxie Rosenbloom, Victor Jory, 
Rochelle Hudson, Horace MacMahon, 
George McKay. Directed by Lew Landers. 
Story and screenplay, Fanya Foss and 
Aleen Leslie; camera, L. W. O'Connell; 
editor, Gene Milford. At Central, N. Y., 
week Nov. 8, ‘41; dualed. Running time, 
68 MINS. 

nn en. .cvbdubeetknenan ine Victor Jory 
Irene Perry.........+++.--Rochelle Hudson 
Brains Moran...........Maxie Rosenbloom 
Ree ++eeee+Horace MacMahon 
Photofinish Farris...¥.......George McKay 
Stud Rocco........ 00000000008 Ralf Harolde 
Herkemer....-ees oe Danny Mummert 
Bonnie...... eoccccccesecs Bonnie Irma Dane 
Barney...... ceceoveseccocsesceed Arthur Loft 


‘The Stork Pays Off’ is a case of a 
highly implausible gangster yarn be- 
ing made palatable through first- 
rate direction and deft comedy por- 


trayals, particularly by Maxie Rosen- 
bloom. Result is a topflight pro- 
grammer, which would be more to 
an exhibitor’s liking if given a bet- 
ter title. Tag for this nicely paced 
comedy about reformed mobsters in 
no way indicates what a shipshape 
vehicle director Lew Landers has 
moulded from a humdrum _ yarn. 
Nor does it take into account the 
spontaneous laughter generated. 


Scripters Fanya Foss and Aleen 
Leslie, in doing this original, depict 
a group of laundry racketeers (ex- 
beer gangsters) who accidentally ac- 
quire a day nursery for children. 
Leader of the gang, one Deak Foster, 
is all for ducking the whole thing, 
but decides to go through with it 
when he meets the pretty superiri- 
tendent. Deak forces his fingermen 
to attend night school so they will 
speak good English, and gradually 
adopts the nursery as a hobby. This 
hobby ultimately involves him in the 
city election and he is elected an 
alderman, 

Entire story is studded with 
funny bits, humorous lines and ex- 
citing, if comical, developments. 
Rosenbloom, with his word-gargling 
technique and rapt dumb expression, 
dominates nearly every scene with 
his clowning. He has a neat foil in 
Danny Mummert, the Bowery brat 
brought to the nursery for good up- 
bringing. Kid looks like a comer. 
Horace MacMahon and George Mc- 


| Kay, as Rosenbloom’s pals and the 


| other ) 
ithe hilarious 


contribute to 
MacMahon 


fingermen, 
episodes, 


two 


|chips in with one of his most like- 


| tually 


| mation 





able performances as the mobster 
who reforms at the instigation of his 
boss. Deak Foster is nicely portrayed 
by Victor Jory, representing vir- 
a comeback for this suave 
screen villain. He makes the refor- 
of a beer baron seem real- 
istic. Rochelle Hudson, cast as the 
superintendent of the nursery, fur- 
nishes the romantic angle, and her 


romance with the ex-gangster is 
amazingly sincere and down-to- 
earth. Another kid player, Bonnie 
Irma Dane, is a standout. Wear. 
(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Harry Grey produc- 
tion Stars Gene Autry, features Smiley 
Burnette. Directed by Willlam Morgan 
Screenplay by Earl Felton and Julian 
Zimet; camera, Jack Marta; editor, Les 
Orlebeck; songs, J. B. Carey, Gene Autry, 
Fred Rose, Fleming Allan, Nelson Shawn 
Previewed in projection room, N. Y., Nov 
17%, '41. Running time, 64 MINS, 
BORO: conveene shee ; Gene Autry 
Frog. Ar .Smiley Burnette 
ge PPT eTer rrr Fay McKenzie 
Stacy Brotnfield..cccccsecs Frank Thomas 
CAPR OON ss. siaccoeseopensne Robert Homans 
P BreamdywWine: .ccccccccececs Earle Hodgins 
WOPOMOEs cc cccdenedeeséseess Dorothy Christy 
SUE: caccceactevsontiees Kermit Maynard 
POTTER 6. occcccovesesesocosse ....Jack Kirk 
SOTTY WUE. ccccccsesccseves Eddie Dean 
Greg Travis judd Buster 
ECO ks na nad ds covapadwoee eae Rex Lease 


| 


| quee 


| 


Gene Autry’s vocalizing and mar- 
strength will carry this one 
through western 
for solid business, though mild action 
and story content do not augur so 


regular 


| well for more important situations. 


RKO release of Howard Benedict produc- 
tion Features George Sanders, Wendy 
Barrie, James Gleason, Allen Jenkins, 
Mona Maris Directed by Irving Reis 
Screenplay by Lynn Root and Frank Fen- 
ton, based on character created by Michael 
Arlen; camera, Robert de Grasse; editor, 
Harry Marker : director Willlam | 
Dorfman Tradeshown in L. A., Nov. 5, 
‘41. Running time: 63 MINS. 
PAlOOM. a ccocccceccscecvesece George Sanders | 
BRGIOR so 060s sone besscccocness Wendy Barrie 
OP Bagh... cccccesevccssees ...James Gleason 
GOlAY .. . cc cccccccsscscccscesed Allen Jenkins 
Rita Mara. ..ccccccccssscccces .Mona Maris 
MOE. oc cccccccccccccssececees Victor Killan 
Dutch... ccccecccsccsccccssess Frank Moran 
Needles... ..ceseeeees eeseee Russ Clark | 
Bates... cc cccccccsccessvesss Edward Gargan 
Grimes... crc cccvceccesesecess Eddie Dunn 
We. BAMDSON ? cccocvccesccccccces Alec Craig 
H. Sampson § 


Loule Frank Martinelli 


This is the second of the Falcon 


amateur sleuth series, which RKO 
selected to replace the ‘Saint’ group 
of similar vein. With George San- 
ders, lead in the ‘Saint’ series, hold- 
ing title role avain, ‘A Date with the 


substantial 
the dual 


Falcon’ will provide 
ller support in 


| bookings. 





The Falcon, who hankers 
ravel strange crimes an 
while keeping a weather eye on the 
gals, is this time projected into the 
mysterious murder of a chemist who 
has devised methods of manufactur- 
ing synthetic diamonds. 
through series of suspense episodes 
of usual texture, with light comedy 
slant provided by continual stand- 


to un- 


as 


| 


amateur | 


ups of fiancee Wendy Barrie, who is | 


anxious for the pair to take an air 
trip west. 
walks into danger to wiggle 
through ingenious devices. 
Sanders carries the title role in 
acceptable style, with good support 


out 


The Falcon nonchalantly | 


| inspector 
Story wends | 


Threadbare yarn to start with has 





| . 


| forts 
bookings | 
'a Scotland Yard 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


been allowed to absorb far too much | 


footage before any definite interest 


is stimulated. When clash does 
eventuate, however, it’s at a fast, 
exciting tempo. Everything is packed 
nto the last few minutes, including 
a cattle stampede and a plane crash 

Production value otherwise can't 
miss with western partonage. In ad- 
dition to Autry’s pleasant warbling, 


there are Smiley Burnette, satisfac- 
tory comic, and Fay McKenzie, pho- 
togenically a topnotch feminine lead. 
Such prairie melodie ‘Sierra Sue’ 
and ‘Ridin’ the Range’ listen well, 
and camera work is first rate. 

Story has Autry as a government 
called in by a band to 
clean grazing areas in the cattle 
country of a poisonous weed which 


> aS 


has been killing live stock. Head of 
the local cattlemen, in favor of 
burning infected areas, is strongly 


opposed to chemical spraying advo- 
cated by government men. Chief op- 
ponent gives in when Autry has 


|range sprayed from a plane, but a 


from fiancee Wendy Barrie; police 
inspector James Gleason; stupe 
bodyguard Allen Jenkins; siren | 
Mona Maris; and crime group com- 
posed of Victor Kilian, Frank) 


Moran, Russ Clark and Eddie Dunn. | 


Irving Reis directs at a consistent 
pace, neatly timing the dramatic 
suspense and allowing members of 


the cast to mugg plenty for ele- 
mental comedy reactions. Walt 


hired man shoots the machine down 
resultant explosion, causing 
the stampede Mort. 


w it h 





Telenews 
Dallas, Nov. 11. 


Dallas’ 





| 


The Telenews Theatre which will | 


show newsreels exclusively will open 
Interstate Circuit and 
Telenews Theatre of New York col- 


Nov. 21 with 


laborating the management. 


in 


' 


| 
| 11 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


| lenses 


Let’s Go Collegiate 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 


production. Stars Frankie Darro; features 
Marcia Mae Jones, Gale Storm, Jackie 
Moran, Keye Luke, Mantan Moreland, 


Frank Sully. 
story and 


Directed by Jean Yanborough; 
screenplay by Edmond Kelso; 


camera, Mack Stengler; editor, Jack Ogil- 
vie; musical director, Edward Kay; songs 
by Harry Tobias and Edward Kay. At 
New York, N. Y., Nov. 5, ‘41. Running 
time: 60 MINS, 

a, ae onsebeess us’ Frankie Darro 
3ess Martin.............Marcia Mae Jones 
Wh watsases Cceeoceccecesoocs Jackie Moran 
eee Wiiveaescecosnnccttseessss ee Le 
SUE cect oedeese soccececesseeMantan Moreland 
an 6 née Coeecccccosescoces Gale Storm 
BeOCe DOO VOMRs 660 60606-6050 00 ck0 Frank Sully 
ie i a oF eseeeeees barton Yarborough 
BPOOS os cccteccccece ee dseceres Frank Faylen 
| rere cceeceseces esee Paul Maxey 
PrOCeGSOP. i cccocctesccecscossssbiliy Grigith 
PEOGRGE 4's 0806080668 6d0000 »+--Marvin Jones 


Static yarn, combined with uncer- 
tain direction and misguided casting, 
gives this feeble comedy with music 
negative audience values. Frankie 
Darro, regarded as a good bet in 
small-budgeters, has been relegated 
to what is virtually a subordinate 
role here, while Frank Sully, in an 
unconvincing and totally unsuitable 
part, gets most of the play. 

Darro and Jackie Moran, couple 
of college kids who promised their 
co-ed sweethearts they’d have a top- 
notch stroke for the college crew on 
hand, learn their ace has been draft- 


ed. They pick a muscular truck 
driver off the street and get him 
to impersonate the famous college 


boatman. 

Unfortunate attempts to establish 
Sully (obviously far too old and 
looking too Caponeish to pass as a 
rah-rah kid) as a diamond in the 
rough who bones up on education in 
double-time and develops into a 
crack stroke overnight unsettle the 
entire story structure. 

For the rest, slow-moving narra- 
tive lacks motivation, with none of 
the youngsters showing to advantage. 
Gale Storm essays two vocals in 
somewhat amateurish fashion, ‘Look 
What You've Done to Me’ and ‘Sweet 
16... Former tune listens well and 
has possibilities. A third, ‘Let’s Do 
a Little Dreaming,’ is sung by Marcia 
Mae Jones, who shouldn't. 

Windup reveals the _ erstwhile 
truck driver turned college boy as a 
yegg playing hookey from the bas- 
tile. Mori. 


FRIGHTENED LADY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 

J. H. Hoffberg release of > W Smith 
production Directed by (jeorge King, 
Screenplay, Edward Dryhurst, from origie 

|}nal story by Edgar Wallace. At Globe, 
N. Y., Nov, ’41; running time; 75 MINS. 
Lord Lebanon Marius Goring 
Dowager Lady Lebanon Helen Haye 
Isla Crane...... Penelope Dudley Ward 
Richard Ferraby....ccsccsees Patrick Barr 
Studd..... errr. Try iT iy John Warwick 
De BEMOTSROM is cicsescoovdss Felix Aylmer 
Set. Totty Seca deeosncedeses Ronald Shiner 
Inepector Tanner. .cccveccerer George Merritt 
PINE pv crevnvevereeeeeees rorin Thatcher 
A gti | eee pee Pe Elisabeth Scott 
CFIE  cocésvcresnesecesaneees Ro Emerton 
OOO. a4 css cnn ens George Hayes 

The English are such masters of 

melodrama that even when they 


turn out a minor item such as this 
‘Frightened Lady’ it is a reasonably 
engrossing and satisfying picture. 
Based on one of Edgar Wallace’s less 
craftsmanlike yarns, the scenario has 
been carelessly adapted and the pro- 
duction is_ painfully inadequate. 
Photography and sound are inferior 
and the cutting is clumsy. Never- 
theless, the film has undeniable at- 
mosphere and that slowly-gathering 
suspense characteristic of British 
melodrama. But because it lacks 
recognizable cast names, it’s good for 
only the filler spot on dual bills. 

‘Frightened Lady’ is a whodunit 
about the homicidal maniac-scion of 
a titled family and his mother’s ef- 
to protect the family name. 
Narrative is from the viewpoint of 
detective, with the 
audience let in on nearly everything 
as he uncovers it. It’s a fairly tight- 
knit story, though a few ends have 
been left hanging, either in the 
adaptation or the cutting. Solution 
is apparent long before the end, but 
uncertainty of the culprit’s*capture 
maintains suspense. 

George King’s direction ts neatly 
and has a nice feeling for 
Marius Goring, who looks 
little like Duke of Wind- 
viau ible as the mad k lier, 
while Helen Haye a tight- 
lipped portrayal of haughty reserve 
his mother, and Felix Avlimer is 
frigidly convincing the villainous 
family phy Penelope Dudley 
Ward gives a lean comnetence to the 


timed 
mood 


not the 


a 
sor. is 


Pive 


Ou 


ician 


anemic nart of the love interest, 
while George Merritt achieves a 
persuasive blend of reticerce and 


eloquence as the plodding Scotland 
Yard man. 

Technically, the picture looks as 
if it might have been made several 
years ago. Jt could hardlv have 
been a competent job of lighting, 
and sound even then. Edit- 
ing is atrocious. Hobe. 


amor, 


BROWN OPENS WIDE 
Hollywood, Nov, 11. 

Joe E. Brown returned to face the 
in Columbia’s comedy west- 
ern, ‘Shut My Big Mouth.’ after a 
long absence due to an automobile 
accident. 

Filming started on location at 
Chatsworth, with Charles Barton di- 
recting and Robert Sparks pro- 


ducine 
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Belong to Me’ Neat $27,000 in L. A. 
‘Lydia 206, ‘Business’ $16,800 On 
H.0., ‘Kane Strong $8,500 in 4th Wk. 


+ 








Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
No serious complaint on trade and 
Armistice Day (today) is figured for 
@ neat pickup with plenty of soldiery 
in town. However, there are plenty 


of holdovers and some routine prod- 
‘Birth of 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
eee $381,300 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 











uct which is not helping. } 
lues’ at Paramount plus Freddy eit owe $387,000 
lartin’s band and ‘Miss America Ciena on 32 chanel 

heading stage show is heading for . poll 

smacko $28,000, and may stay ehree | 

weeks. ; : - 1¢é h | ; 0 T k N b 
‘You Belong to Me’ at Warners] C e or “J. uc er a 


Hollywood and 
Downtown, is heading for a sweet 
$27,000. ‘Lydia,’ playing the State 
and Chinese, should get better than 
$20,000 while ‘Citizen Kane’ is check- 
ing in with a strong $8,500 SS 

n- 


day-and-daters, 


Giant $19,500 in Mpls.; 
Holdovers Hit Others 





fourth week at the Hawaii. | 
finished Business,’ on _ its second Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 
session at the ag Ay a With tte esscond. suveessive bans 
ill nab & y D, or >tter. 
will nab a healthy ent tn: day te te eee 


Estimates for This Week 


Carth Circle (F-WC) (30-40 50) | 2ucker’s orchestra, the Orpheum is 
‘arthay Cire " ~svre 


lout in front again this week. ‘Mar- 


— ‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) (3d) ried Bachelor,’ accompanying film, is 
wk). Even with a shot in the arm/, big help. However, ‘Birth of the 


take wont teed Blues’ is enabling the State to give a 


inice account of itself. 
Theatres benefited over the week- 
end by throngs here for the Ne- 


from the holiday, 
$2,500. Last week below reckoning 
with $2,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 30- | 
44-55-75 )—Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Married | 


Bachelor’ (M-G). Back to Wednes-| 7 Pe ; 
day opening, with satisfactory $9,000 | braska-Minnesota football game. 
coming up. Last week, ‘Smilin’ Estimates for This Week 


Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wed-| Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
ding’ (M-G) (6 days), got expected | ‘Flying Cadets’ (U) and ‘Latins pan 
5,900. attan’ | ). In for six days, 
Me owntewn (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) |hecttny ‘$1400. “Burma Convoy’ 
—You Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘9| (q) and ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) open Fri- 
Lives’ (WB). Figures as one of the | day (14). Last week, ‘Mata Hari’ 
town's leaders at $12,500. Last week, | (,4-G) (re-issue) and ‘Navy Blue 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and! qGojq (M-G) split with ‘Harmon 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB), rolled up Okay | yichigan’ (Col) and ‘Paper Bullets’ 
a (PDC), hefty, $1,700 in eight days. 
Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- | hig Arie : 
55 Sundown’ (UA) (4th wk). Tak-| Century ra ie bag ery 
ing it on the chin for meagre $4,200. | Nothing But Trut , - * C Wes 
Last week below expectations with Neat $3,000 on top of dandy $5, 
$3,860. | on second session 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,000; 30-44-55-75) | Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Burn- 
—‘Kane’ (RKO) (4th wk). Still nice ing Question’ (Indie) and ‘Inside 
going at $8,500 to top last week’s } Russia’ (Indie). Going for the sex 
highly profitable $7,500. trade again. Good enough $900. Last 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) | week, ‘Slaves Bondage’ (Indie), oke 
—You Belong’ (Col) and ‘9 Lives’ | $800. 
(WB). Heading for jubilant payoff of | Gopher (P-S) (998: 28)—‘Aldrich 
$14,500. Last stanza ‘International | President’ (Par), Pretty good $2,700. 
Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Smiling Ghost’| .ast week, ‘Buy Town’ (Par), light 
(WB) bucked unseasonable heat to) ¢9 909 in six days. 
skid to $9,600. --\| Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 29-33-55)— 
Perreau 99 ° * a A . 
Guns’ (WB). With nothing special on | 2" Tucker yoga Meta geese 
stage to help the pull, routine $8,000 | — 8 stage. othing u = 
will do, Last week, ‘Parachute Bat- | *0 this entertainment out ay. tre- 
ht + KC and ‘Last of the mendous $19,500. Last week, ‘New 
— ’ rood or na $7 500 York Town’ (Par) and Jimmy Dor- 
ge ( pin) (2.812: 30-44-55 y— | SEy on stage, tremendous $20,000. 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d nied ey ey: (2,300; 28 - 
and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). Mont-| 2/PW Blues po Crosby a mag- 
gomery-Dunne with new companion oe: ae this _— we l liked. Big $11,- 
pie registering plentiful holdover 006 on eight days. Last week, ‘L n- 
take of $8,300. Previous sta a es Business’ (U), okay $6,800 
1. 49 in six days. 
tes” iter) Uptown (Par) (28-39)—Jekyll’ 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55) ) 4 ' 
—Birth of Blues’ (Par) with Freddy (M-G). First neighborhood showing. 
Martin band and ‘Miss America’ | Good $3,200. Last week, ‘Ladies 
heading stage show. Can’t miss as Meet’ (M-G), first neighborhood 
the town’s winner with a _ socko| S®0wing, good $2,900. a 
98.000. Last week, ‘Nothing but the |_. World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
Truth’ (Par), nice $16,000 on second | 2??— Unfinished Business’(U). Moved 
week. here from State. Mild $1,200. Last 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)—| Week, “Belong to Me’ (Col) (2d wk), 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d wk) | $1,500, satisfactory. 
and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). Heading 


28-39-44) — | 


‘SOLDIER,’ $4,800, FALLS 
DOWN IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Nov. 11. 
Trade is generally nice, save for 
| ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ which is proving 
la disappointment. Nelson Eddy’s 
| hold on femme trade apparently not 
i strong enough to overcome handicap 
of a new star, Rice Stevens, wholly 
unknown here, though both Met so- 
osrano and pic itself nabbed raves 
irom the crix. : 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ is fair, just 
behind ‘Sundown.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘Birth Blues’ (Par), h.o. four days, 
split with ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col). 
Points to nice $4,000. Last week 
‘Blues’ premiere, $8,000, strong. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). Getting 
only light $4,800. Last week ‘Inter- 
national Lady’ (UA), $3,000, weak. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA). Getting surprising 
$5,800. Last week ‘Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G), $4,200, disappointing after 
good start. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 10-33-44)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB). Heavy 
exploitation campaign by Howard 
Waugh pulling this one up to fair 
| $5,500. ast week ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
| (WB), $6,200, fine. 
| Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
133)—‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) 
(2d run), three days; ‘Flying Cadets’ 
(U), one day; ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ 
| (U), three days. Nice week in pros- 
ipect at $1,700. Last week ‘Hold 
|Dawn’ (Par) (2d run), three days; 
|‘Richest Man’ (Col), one day; 
|‘Forced Landing’ (Par), three days, 
| $1,600, okay. 


‘Eve Powerful 
$11,000 in Buff: 
‘Havana Big 126 


Buffalo, Nov. 11. 


| 























on the average is stacking up mighty 
| strong. ‘Sergeant York’ is standout | 
at Great Lakes with great takings | 
lon the second session while ‘It 
|Started-With Eve’ is a trim new- 
icomer at Lafayette. ‘Lydia’ at Cen- 
tury is disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Ald- 
rich President’ (Par). Probably 


jsnappy $12,000. Last week, ‘Smilin’ 


Cadets -Kyser Smash $35,000 in Hub: 
Eve 206, ‘You Belong 32156, 2 Spots 


Boston, Nov. 11 

With a good assortment of film 
fare all over town, the managers 
were in the dumps Thursday and 
Friday afternoons as the openings 
fizzled. Only explanation they had 
was that the rain scared off a public 
accustomed to the dry spell here, 
However, Friday night started the 
rush over the weekend. Most down- 
town stores stayed open today 
(Armistice Day) and that helped. 

Kay Kyser on stage with ‘Flying 
Cadets’ at the RKO-Boston is easily 
scoring highest, one of top weeks of 
season here. ‘Started With Eve’ at 
the Memorial and ‘Belong to Me’ at 
the Orph and State are running 
about neck-and-neck for good coin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
65)—Flying Cadets’ (U) with Kay 
Kyser on stage. Pointing to a co- 
lossal $35,000, one of the top weeks 
| this season here. Last week, ‘Swing 
| Soldier’ (U) and Jimmie Lunceford 
j}and Bill Robinson on stage, tallied 
$22,500, mighty pleasing. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 








Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 

Last Week...........$1,833,000 

(Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- 
tres enw first runs, tnctuding 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year...........$1,747,900 


(Based on 25 cities, 171 theatres) 


Touch’tak Spots Plus 


Hawkins Sock $25,000 
Pitt; Foxes’ Trim 156 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Big noise this week is the Stanley | 
where the high-riding Ink Spots and | 
Erskine Hawkins’ band are combin- | 
ing with ‘Feminine Touch’ to give 
Warner’s deluxer a sock week. ‘Lit- 
tle Foxes’ also is getting consider- 
able attention at Penn. No com- 
plaints to make either with h.o.’s,|‘New Wine’ (UA). Responded okay 


‘Sergeant York’ holding up in the | 3 BB aa See gene agg Momma. 7 — 
sixth week at Ritz and ‘Honky Tonk’ | $4909. Last week, “Our Wife’ (Col) 
hanging on nicely in the fourth at ane Saas aera CWE), 95,000. 


Warner medium. 
° . . . 2 -— = 
Of remaining two pictures, ‘Great Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30 

















Foy 40-44-55 )—‘Started with Eve’ (U) 
Guns’ is doing much better than ‘ at 46 
Laurel-Hardy comedies usually at =~ Pm aN FR ll _— a 


Fulton. ‘Texas’ is just fair despite 
first-rate notices at Senator. 


Estimates for This Week 


‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Meet Again’ 
(RKO), marked time to $15,000, me- 
dium. 





Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— I z (4,367: 30-40- 
‘Great Guns’ (20th). Laurel and een oy wel a 2" 
Hardy seem to be doing better with |‘amot.g Living’ (Par). Heading for 
current boom in comedy. Looks like | fne $20,000. Last week. ‘W &. d 
$4,000, not bad. Last week, three|tavana’’ (20th) and Great Gane 
days of fourth week, ‘Started With | (20th). $18,000. “s a See 
Eve’ (U) very good at $1,500. pated aie wy items a 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300: 30-40- __ Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
50)—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). ‘Several |5>)—Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ 
things broke in this one’s favor. In (Col). Pointing to nice $18,000. Last 
addition to. a -good..campaign,. Tal- | Week, “Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Tillie 





Despite several holdovers, business | ; , 
|} on stage, is here in a new legiter this | 





'Through’ (M-G) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G), neat $10,500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-59) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk.). Soar- | 
jing to hefty $17,000. Last week, | 
i‘York’ bettered terrific $22,000 on} 
| first session. } 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45 \— | 
|‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th wk.). Still | 
(nice at about $7,000. Last week, | 
|same picture took trim $9,000 for | 
|third stanza. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 





| Convoy’ (U). Powerful $11,000. 
week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) 
mon Michigan’ (Col) 


Last | 
and ‘Har- 
(2d wk.),| 


| sturdy at nearly $7,000. 
| 20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44) | 
| 


| — Lydia’ (UA). Disappointing at 
|slightly more than $6,000. Last week, 
\‘All Money Can Buy’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Spitfire’s B 


| good $8,000. 


|—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and Four 


aby’ (RKO), er | 


Toiler’ (Col), $18,000, good. 


lulah Bankhead, who starred in play 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 30-40-44- 


week and Carl Benton Reid, of film’s | 55)—‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
cast appeared in a new play here |and ‘New Wine’ (UA). Taking a 
over weekend. Crix gave it a nice | rousing $13,000, helped by midnight 
send-off, and should draw trim $15,- | show. Last week, ‘Our Wife’ (Col) 
000. Last week, ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par), | and ‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB), mild 
disappointing $11,500. | $7,800. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-60-66)—!| State (Loew) (3.600: : 55 
y 2 : 4 « v | Ste 4OeWw (3,600: 30-40-44-55) 
Sgt. York’ (WB) (6th wk). Second | —‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ 
for film here, following two each at | (¢@o]). Trim $14,500. Last week 
Warner and Penn. Okay $2,800. | ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Tillie Toiler’ 
Last week ‘York’ got around $3,600. (Col). same. ; 
Running here a wees advanced | Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- 
prices as at other two spots. 144)—'This Way Please’ (Par) (re- 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) | vival) and ‘Mercy Tale ' . ) 
‘Texas’ (Col). Film brought in hur- | oe oe fee a gts 
, : . 5 ' ‘un). Pallid $3,000 Last wee 
‘ “ hie = } run illid $3,000. zast week, 
riedly and house has been concen- |‘Down Mexico Way’ (Rep) and 
trating on two-week engagement of | ee ae ~ 7 - 
Sac 


‘Life with Father’ stage show, be- Sailors Leave’ (Rep), $2,200, 
ginning Monday (17). Maybe $4,500, ig 
mild. ast week, ‘Weekend Havana’ 
(20th) fell away to $6,000, so-so. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 


Havana’ Slick $20,000 
In Rugged Det.; ‘Falcon’ 
Big 166, ‘Tonk’ 9¢ in 4th 


Detroit, N« 
Poor weather and plentifu 
overs fail to check the consistently 


good biz here. Detroit conti s t 
ond here, after two at Penn, all right | Qay dle yp ecanpt on tI “en cena te thie 
oe awdle i ‘“oauct 1s 
$5,500, plenty good here. Last week, | tet egy say sae Saco 


‘Honky, around $8,500, fine | week, only two of the five first-run 
tial ' | houses coming up with fresh product, 


Fox is going out in front with the 


| 
6 


Ink Spots plus Erskine Hawkins. 
Flesh doing it all, Ink Spots in par- 
ticular. Picture got a panning and 
Hawkins isn’t too well known local- 
ly, Swell $25,000. Last week, 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and Xavie1 
Cugat around $18,000, okay. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50) 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th wk). Sec- 


ze 


noiGge 


\ 
} 
! 





| 
} 
| 
| 





for a slick $8,500. Last week $10,700. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 30-44- | 
55-75)—‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Married | 
Bachelor’ (M-G). Again running 
ahead of Hollywood with a comfort- | 
able $11,000. Last week, ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wed- 
ding’ (M-G), checked in with $11,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55) —‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G). Hard 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Fonda-Stanwyck, Boyer-Sullavan Head the New Film 


| coupling of ‘Weekend in Havana’ and 
| ‘Moon Over Her Shoulder’ while the 
| Michigan, with the other new bill, 
|‘Maltese Falcon’ and ‘Ki for 
| Breakfast,’ moving along better 
‘Honky Tonk’ and ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s Wedding Day’ continue 
| scorch the crix by rolling into a nice 
fourth week at the United Artists 
| Estimates for This Week 
i 
| 


ses 
is 
than normal. 


4 
LO 


Releases—But ‘York’ Stil] Killing ’E 

pull at $3,700. Last week ‘Weekend Aor: u or tl ] Ing “Mm Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40-55) 
in Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man at Large’ —Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Ladies Re- 
(20th), just managed $3,800. oe ee ee - urement’ (Col) (2d wk). Still nice 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55)/ ‘There’s a marked letdown in the week’ : - 5 ees at $6,500 after being moved in from 
eg 4 + = res al d 1 t! "\ s boxoffice Those uppe ssions - —_ 1% , ;° > 
—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- : K a upped admissions, mat. and eve. are dog the | Fox. Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) 
dare’s Wedding’ (M-G). Looks like | 8Tosses in the film theatres, due to prolonged holdovers tric 2 Some of the spots never knew there v as so | (4th wk) and ‘Sing Another C 1s’ 

fairish $4,500. Last week, ‘Weekend ‘and lack of wallop in some of the newly released ™UC® Money in town. Best holdover (outside Broad- | ets 1c: ae Yap 
in Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man at] , way run) 1s seven weeks in Cincinnati. Best recei | Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-45- 
; An | produc é reather 2 amo atric: ie : IPUS | pe) ey (204) i 
Large’ (20th), $4,700. i <eng Bad weather, that most famous of theatrical currently in Chicago, where a third week at the State- | 2°)— Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
| alibis, had much to do with the slower pace through Lake reached 25G, or a total of $90,000 in three weeks, | #00" Over Shoulder’ (20th). Boom- 
-* | ing along for a robust $20,000. Last 


| mid-west and east. 


WOBBER AND SCHENCK’S 
N. Y. SALES PEP TALKS: 


‘Appointment for Love’ (U), ‘One 
(WB), ‘You Belong to Me’ (Col) 
Squadron’ (WB). ‘Appointment,’ w 





Following his return to New York | Hall, and clicked a second week in 


earlier last week, Herman Wobber, | is Something less than it’s cracked up to be, with light 
engagements in Cincinnati and Memphis. 


20th-Fox’s sales chief, held a sales 
meeting at 20th’s New York ex-| With Barbara Stanwyck and Henry 
change, reporting on the trip ¢ 
made around the country visiting | Philadelphia. 
the various branches and checking 
conditions. The company is under- 
stood to be leading the field on sell- 
ing. 


,also are getting a kick out of ‘Ta 





N. Y. sales pep session, addressed the 
district and branch managers, h.o. The standout is ‘Sergeant York’ 
folks and others who were on hand./ determined to cop top. grossing ho 


Armistice Day was a help. 
New films that are getting into circulation include 


|and Margaret Sullavan teamed, is holding at the Music 


he | select set in Washington and Boston, but scanty in 
‘Squadron’ is drawing well from film- 
goers who like excitement on the scr 


(WB), one of the best of the documentary films. 
iety’ correspondents mention frequent bookings of 
Joseph M. Schenck, attending the | ‘Inside Russia’ (Ind), another factual visual. 

The ‘Sarge’ Mows ’Em Down 


‘You Belong,’ 
Fonda, is in the 
ported. 
een. Latter group the moment, now 
rget For Tonight’ 
“‘Var- 
"york.’ 


(WB), which is 


nors of the year. holiday season. 


Elsewhere the same story. 
dence and Boston, 


dends in Chicago, 


It’s the smash hits that are conspicuously lacking at 


R. A. F.’ (20th ) have completed most of their key runs, 
leaving the bigger money field almost exclusively for 


With Thanksgiving Day just around the corner, 
bookers for the circuits are scanning the release sheets 
for strong pulling product to carry through the pre- 


Frisco, fourth week: Provi- 


te. week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Ladies 
second stanzas, both cities reporting r 


| Retirement’ (Col), big $22,000. 


Foot in Heaven’ $20,000, excellent. Michigan>(Unj stro} . 
and ‘International After a year devoted to road show prices, ‘Fantasia’ 40-45-55) ‘Maltese “Faleon’ ‘WED 
ith Charles Boyer (Disney-RKO) is moving into the popular price groove | and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). Slick 

; with good prospects. Holdover in Montreal. Extra | $16,000 in sight. Last week, ‘New 

Frisco. ‘Heaven’ promotional effort behind ‘Lydia’ (UA) is paying divi- | Y0TK Town’ (Par) and ‘Barnacle 


where film is continuing at the Bill’ (M-G), okay $15,000. 


United Artists. ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), one of th Palms-State (U-D) (3,000; 40-45- 
a, ts’ (M-G), e | 55)— a Ts an 
new ones, is doing well in Frisco, first showing re: |{oar,N@W Xork Town’ (Par) and 


Moved over from Michigan, pair will 
get nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Navy 
Blues’ (WB) and ‘Life Caroline’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), also switchover 
from Michigan, fair $7,000. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,000; 40-45- 
55)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Still clicky for a brisk $9,000, 
after tucking in $10,000 on last 
stanza. 


that ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 























Wednesday, November 12, 


1941 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 1 





‘Never Rich’-J. Dorsey Big $40,000 
On Chi Upbeat; ‘Ice-Capades’ Plus 
Bowes-Blackstone 206, Fine H.0.’s 








Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Chicago smiled brightly at the 
theatre wickets over the weekend 
despite the bad weather. It has been 
raining, drizzling, snowing and other- 


wise unfavorable here fgr two weeks 
straight now but natives are busting 
loose anyway. The result is all loop 
theatres are feeling the upsurge. 

Chieago is having a hefty week 
currently with ‘Never Get Rich’ on 
the screen and the Jimmy Dorsey 
band on the stage, with an excellent 
$40,000. Oriental, with its new vaud- 
film policy, is plowing through to a 
beautiful money session primarily on 
the stage combination of Major 
Bowes’ unit and Blackstone, the Ma- 
gician. Aided by the screen attrac- 
tion, ‘Icecapades,” combo will nab a 
bangup $20,000. 


‘Sergeant York’ continues in its | 


third week at the State-Lake. Bril- 
liant $25,000 spells plenty of profit. 
‘It Started With Eve’ teamed with 
‘Burma Convoy,’ is getting a snappy 
$10,000 on holdover at the Palace; 
‘Lydia’ will do about the same at the 
United Artists in its second week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75-85) 
—‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) (2d wk). Nice 
$5,000, after snappy $6,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Never Rich’ (Col) and Jimmy Dor- 
sey band on stage. Dorsey orchestra 
is plenty hot around this town and 
is accounting for big share of an ex- 
cellent $40,000. Last week ‘Navy 
Blues’ (WB) and the Artie Shaw 32- 
piece band, so-so $32.200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-70) 
—‘Foxes’ (RKO). In here after four- 
week run in the Palace, ali right 
$4,500 currently. Last week 
ing But Truth’ (Par) would up four 
loop sessions at good $4,600. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and Major 
Bowes and Blackstone units on 
stage. Great three-way billing is 
packing ‘em in and zooming the busi- 
ness to a bang-up $20,000. Last week 


‘Mob Town’ (U) and Milt Britton 
band unit, okay $15,400. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 


‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Burma 

onvoy’ (U) (2d wk.). Holding up 
a sterling $10,000 after happy $15,300 
last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
76)—‘San Diego’ (M-G) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G). Good enough at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Feminine Touch’ 


(WB) and ‘Buy Town’ (Par), neat 
$10,800. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 


65-75 )—Y ork’ (WB) (3d =swk.). 
Straight film policy is satisfactory 
> hg when the product is as strong as 
is one. Carrying the ball for a 
brilliant $25,000 after a fine $29,300 
last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—Lydia’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
nappy $13,890 last week and hold- 
ing currently to another bright 
money mark at $10,000. 


Smilin’ ” $8,000 Pacing 
So-So Mont’l ‘Target’ 
| Big 66, ‘Belong’ Ditto 


Montreal, Nov. 11. 

Three repeats on Main street and 
nothing standout, hence biz is down. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ at Loew’s is best 
of lot. ‘Target for Tonight’ at the 
Princess is a natural, doing over 
normal for this house 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 43-66-88) 





—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (2d wk). Good 
$4,000 after satisfactory $5,400 last 
week. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) 
"Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (3d wk). Neat 
$5,500 following smart $8,000 last 
week. 

: Capitol (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62) 

Belong to Me’ (WB) and ‘Lady | 
Scarface’ (RKO). Nice $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and 


‘Law Tropics’ (WB), neat $5,800. 
«Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67 )— 
Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Pacing for 
handsome $8,000. Last week, ‘Jekyll’ 
(M-G), disappointing $6,500. 

Princess (CT) (2300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) and ‘New 
York Town’ (Par). Swell $6,000. 
Fe week, ‘Texas’ (Col) and ‘Latins 

anhattan’ (Col), fair $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 30-4)-60)— 
‘International ‘Lady’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $2,500 after nice $4,000 last 
week, 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘L’Embuscade’ (2d wk). 
House still in doldrums with likely 
$1,000 and fair $1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—Gens du Voyage’ and ‘Toi que 
J'adore.” Doing trim $5,800. Last 
week, ‘La Bataille’ and ‘Fille de 
Regiment,’ good $6,000. 


+2 
2 
| 


‘Noth- | 


‘Never Rich’ Big $3,400 
In Offbeat Lincoln 


Lincoln, Nov. 11. 
Astaire-Hayworth tandem dancing 
at the top of the class here as the 
| village suffers an offbeat in biz. 
|; Some exhibs are blaming nasty 
| weather. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Black Parrot’ (WB) 
|}and ‘Apache Kid’ (Rep) split with 
|‘King Zombies’ (Mono) and ‘Gun 
| Code’ (PRC). Offkey $800. Last 
| week, ‘Thunder Mountain’ (20th) and 
'‘Gun Justice’ (PRC) split with 
‘Gangs Here’ (Mono) and ‘Cherokee 
Trail’ (Rep), the same. 
| Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
| 10-30-44)—‘Feminine Touch’/(M-G). 
Probably won't’ get full week, very 
| Slim $2,700. Last week, ‘Lady Be 
| Good’ (M-G), in black at $3,209. 

Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-25-30)— 
| ‘Parson Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Down 
| Son Diego’ (M-G). This week sig- 
| nals end of split policy but change 
| brings -deadly $1,200. Last week. 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB) and ‘Private 
Nurse’ (20th) split with ‘Too Many 
Blondes’ (U) and ‘Mail Train’ (20th), 
| sad $1,400. 
| State (Noble-Federer) (984; 10-25- 
| 30)—‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col) and 
| ‘Big Boss’ (Col) split with ‘Father 
| Takes Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood 
Strings’ (RKO). Solid $1,400. Last 
| week, ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Rookie Parade’ (Rep), nice $1,300. 

Stuart (C-P) (1,884; 10-30-44)— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U). Nominal 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Jekyll’ (M-G), 
average $3,100. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Never Rich’ (Col). Heads parade, 
strong $3,400. Last week, ‘Maltese 
Falcon’ (WB), deep red $2,700. 


"HEAVEN SLOW 
9G IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 
No standouts this week, but biz is 
holding to last week’s fair level. 
Trade diverters pointed out by ex- 


hibs include record early volume of 
|Xmas shopping, Saturday (8), local 
college football games that afternoon 
and Sunday (9) afternoon, plus 
Cincy’s severe opposish from bingo. 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ at the Albee 
and ‘You Belong to Me’ at the Pal- 
ace are deadlocked for front money. 
RKO theatres .are inaugurating a 
first-run twin bill policy, at cut scale, 
in the Lyrie to fair returns. Vaud- 
film Shubert is having its best draw 
in six weeks with ‘Night of January 
16° and the ‘Hawaiian Nights’ unit. 
Of the holdovers, Sgt. York,’ in 
seventh week at Capitol, is strongest. 
Estimates for This Week 














First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) “ 





Week of Nov. 13 

Aster—The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 15) 

Broadway — ‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(4th week). i 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 1) 

Capitol — ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment’ (Col) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 10) 

Criterion—‘International Lady’ 
(UA) (10). 

(Reviewed in Varie®, Oct. 15) 

Globe—Swamp Water’ (20th) 
(15). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 22) 

Music Hall—‘One Foot in 
Heaven’ (WB). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 1) 

Paramount—‘New York Town’ 
(Par) (12). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 30) 

Rialte—‘South of Tahiti’ (1). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 22) 

Riveli—‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 29) 

Roxy—‘Week End in H>2vana’ 
(20th) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 17) 

Stran#—‘International Squad- 
ron’ (WB) (14). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 13) 

Week of Nov. 20 

Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (4th week). 

Broadway — ‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 

(5th week). 

Capitol — ‘Ladies _ in 
ment’ (Col) (3d week). 

Music Hall—‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 24) 


Retire- 


Paramount — ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(19). 

Roxy—‘You Belong to Me’ 
(Col) (21). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 29) 
Globe—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
(2d week). 











| 28 - 33 - 39 - 44)—Appointment Love’ 





Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB). Slow | 
$9,000. Last week ‘Hold Dawn 


(Par). fairly good $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 44-50-60 )— 
‘Sot. York’ (WB) (7th wk). Ter- 
rific $6,000. same as for last (6th) 
veek) Will hold for at least one 
more week 


Family (RKO) (2,000; 15-28)-— 
‘Fiying Blind’ (Par) and ‘We Go 
Fast’ (20th), split with ‘Pittsburgh 
Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Dangerous Lady’ 
(PRC). Average $2,000. Ditto last 
week on ‘Bandit Trail’ (RKO) and 
‘Chan Rio’ (20th), divided with ‘Sons | 
o’ Guns’ (WB) and ‘Basin Outlaws’ 
(Mono). ° 
| Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 


‘Hold Dawn’ (Par). Moveover from 
Albee for second week. Good $5,000. 
Last week ‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) 
| (2d run), big $6,000. 


| Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
|_‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col). Slow 
| $3,500. Same last week on ‘Never 


Rich’ (Col) (2d run). 

| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 28-40)—‘Law 
'Tropics’ (U) and ‘Another Chorus’ 
'(U). Start of dual first-runs at re- 
duced scale. Fair $3,000. Last week 
\‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), fourth week 
lon front line, okay $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Belong to Me’ (Col). Fairly good 
'$9,000. Last week ‘Feminine Touch’ 
| (M-G), sad $7,500. 

| Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ unit. All right $11,500. Last 





lweek ‘Spitfire Baby’ (RKO) and 
‘Folies Bergere’ revue, moderate 
| $10,000. 





| Victor 


‘Touch’ Fancy $16,000 
In Balto; ‘Foxes’ 116 
H. 0., ‘York’ 136 on 4th 


Baltimore, Nov. 11. | 
‘The Feminine Touch,’ at Loew’s | 
Century, lone new entry in town of | 
h.o.s, is having things its own way. | 
Influx of out-of-towners for racing 
season at nearby Pimlico and Navy- 
Notre Dame football Saturday (8), 
helped all around. ‘Sergeant York,’ 
in fourth clicko week at the Stan- 
ley, is showing no let up. 
Estimates for This Week 





Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44) — ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G). 
Only new bill in town, hitting a 
merry pace to resounding $16,000. | 
Last -week, ‘International Lady’ | 
(UA), fairish $10,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: | 
17 - 25 - 28-39-44-55) — ‘Little Foxes’ | 
(RKO) (2d wk) plus vaude. Satis- 


factory $11,000 for second sesh, after 

a well-earned $14,600 on opening | 

round. 
Keith’s 


(Schanberger) (2,406: 17- 


{U) (2d wk). Okay $8,000 after a} 
better than fair $11,200 initial sesh. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 17-28-35- 
44)—"'Weekend Havana’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Holding up in good style to 
$5,000 after solid $15,800 for previous 
two weeks. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-44- 
55-66)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Still hitting off a socko gait to add a 
rousing $13,000 to record-making to- 
tal of $67,700 for previous three | 
stanzas. 


| looking $31,000 or better. 


wk). 


Weekends Up, But Mats Down in NY: 
‘Love,’ $90,000, Havana,’ 556, Both 
OK, Ladies’ Good 326, Valley’ 24 376 





General tone of business is good 
though not sensational on Broadway, 
another strong weekend having lent 
a he'ping hand to all theatres. It 
would appear that the normal week- 
day business to be expected at this 
time of the year has lessened, but 
that the take has gone up on Sat- 
urdays, Sundays and holidays. This 
is held to be due in part to the fact 
more people are working, the wo- 
men are busy with charities, war- 
work, shopping, etc., plus other 
lesser factors. Result is that mati- 





nees during the week are at a lower | 


level than a year ago. 

Business Monday (10) was rather 
good, while yesterday (Armistice 
Day) was strong during the day, 
with managers expecting the eve- 
ning trade to hit not much better 
than normal. Regular prices were 
being charged yesterday (Tues.). 

‘Appointment for Love,’ ‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ and ‘Week End in Ha- 
vana’ are the new major first-runs. 
At the Music Hall, where ‘Appoint- 
ment’ is current, the going is brisk 
at $90,000 or close, but there won’t 
be a holdover. Among other things, 
the house has plenty of film at its 
disposal right now, with result ‘One 
Foot in Heaven’ is being pushed in 
tomorrow (Thurs.). It’s been on the 
waiting list for sometime now and 





Warners wants to get it moving. 

Somewhat of a surprise, but doubt- | 
less due in an appreciable degree 10 | 
the names in the cast, is the strong | 
gate for ‘Week End.’ Roxy looks to | 
get $55,000 or close with it. . Holds, | 
as does ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ which 
ought to get the big-seater Capitol 
$32,000 or a little beyond, good. 

‘How Green Is My Valley’ « hold- 
ing very stoutly at the Rivoh, indi- 
cating a steady play as well as good 
word-of-mouth. The second week, 
up last night (Tues.), was $37,000, 
as compared with $41,000 the initial 
seven days. 

Par brings In a new show today 


| (2d run) and 





(Wed.) for one week, ‘New York 
Town’ and a stageshow including | 
Bill Robinson and Jimmie Lunceford, 
but it could easily have gone a 
fourth stint with ‘Nothing But! 
Truth,’ Andrews Sisters, Johnny 
Long and others. The final (3d) 
round through last night (Tues.) 
was snappy $42,000. 

Quite remarkable is the pace 
maintained by ‘York’ and Phil 
Spitalny at the Strand. Now in the 
fourth and concluding week, the 
gross will be about $26,000 for six 
days ending tonight (Wed.), close 
behind the third stanza’s $31,500. 
House goes to regular Thursday 
opening tomorrow with ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ and Teddy Powell. 
‘Dumbo’ continues at a merry and 
unwavering clip, this week (3d), 
The play | 
during the day ws very even for the | 





| Disney cartoon, while weekends are | 


socko with lobby holdouts. 
ever, good turnover is had, 
show runs less than two hours. 

‘International Lady,’ first of two 
pictures sold to the Criterion by 
United Artists, opened there Monday 
night (10). It started out satisfac- 
torily. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) (2d 
Metro, for purposes of book- 


How- | 


since 





Starr Sally Rand Socko $20,000 In 








Cleve.; Birth Blues’ Moderate 126 


Cleveland, Nov. 11. 
Good going all over, although the 
‘Dance Caravan’ cut in by | 
drawing 30,000 jitterbugs into civic 
auditorium during a five-day stay. 
Gilt-edged puller of the week is | 
‘Belle Starr’ at Palace, with Sally 
Rand on stage blowing up the silver 
bubbles. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Fine $5,500 in 
sight for fifth canto, after spearing a 
swell $8,000 last week. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—-‘Burma Convoy’ (U) plus ‘Mob- 
Town’ (U). Fairish $1,700 in four 
days. Last week ‘Riders Purple Sage’ 
(20th) and ‘Woman Mine’ (U) (2d 
run), brighter at $3,000 for full week, 





Cirele (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 


San Diego’ (M-G). Mild $2,500. Last 
week ‘Major Barbara’ (UA) and 
‘Tanks Million’ (UA) nice $2,500 on 
h.o, session, 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 35-44-50)— 
"Yank R.A.F.’ (20th). Smart $16,000 
being warmed up. Last week ‘Never 


| Rich’ (Col), mild $12,000. 


Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Belle Starr’ (20th) with Sally 
Rand on stage bill. High-powered 
exploitation bracing this combo for 
sock $20,000 or better. Last week 
‘Navy Blues’ with ‘Hollywood 


; Sweater Girls Revue’ nearly $21,500, 


mighty sweet. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Not as hot as 
expected, singing out only a mod- 
erate $12,000 or less. Last round 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) slipped off 
to barely $10,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,873; 30-35-42- 
55) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). 
Merely sauntering along to $5,000 or 





under. Last week ‘New York Town’ 


‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and ‘Down! (Par), meager $4,000. 


keeping, starts its weeks here Tues- 
days. On first four days picture got 
$10,500, while for the week through 
Monday night (10) the gross was 
$15,500, good. ad 

Broadway (Disney) 
75)—Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (3d 
wk). Maintains very steady tempo, 
this week (3d) looking for $31,000, 
excellent. Last week (2d) was 
$32,000. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Col). Do- 
ing rather well at possible $32,000 
and holds over. Last week, fifth for 
— Tonk’ (M-G), under $16,000, 
ight. 

Criterion (1,662; 35-44-55-65)—‘In- 
ternational Lady’ (UA). Given spe- 
cial opening Monday night (10) and 
away fairly well. Final 5% days of 
‘Life With Caroline’ (RKO) was 
$5,000, following first week’s take of 
$9,000, good. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Fright- 
ened Lady’ (Hoffberg). In the mild 
class at possible $6,000. The final 
(3d) week for ‘Target for Tonight’ 
(WB) fell off toward the end to 
$5,500, but strone weeks up ahead 
brought swell profit. 

Palace (1,700; 28-35-55-65-75)— 
‘Yank in R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry’ (RKO) (lst 
run) moved in yesterday (Tues.). 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) (1st 
run) and ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) (2d 
run), only $7,300, rather weak. Be- 
hind these ‘Unfinished Business’ (U) 
‘Nine Lives Are Not 
Enough’ (WB) (lst run), on six days, 
$7.000. 

Paramount (3,664: 
‘New York Town’ (Par) and, on 
stage, Bill Robinson and Jimmie 
Lunceford. This show bows in today 
(Wed.) efter three very solid weeks 
with ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par), An- 
drews Sisters, Johnny Long, others, 
final seven days being strong $42,000, 
the second week $57,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 44- 
55,-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Appointment for 
Love’ (U) and stage show. With aid 
of Tuesday’s crowds, may finish out 
week tonight (Wed.) at $90,000, very 
good, but isn’t holding. Last week, 
second for ‘You'll Never Get Rich’ 
(Col). $81,000, oke. 

Rialto (594: 28-44-55)—‘South of 
Tahiti’ (U). Doing a gingerly busi- 
ness at indicated $9,000 and holds 
over. Last week, second for ‘Never 
Give Sucker Even Break’ (U), $6,000, 
fair enough. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99)—‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Begins third stanza today 
(Wed.), the second through last 
night (Tues.) being forceful $37,000, 
close behind first week’s $41,000, ex- 
cellent. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65 - 75 - 85)— 
‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th) and 
stage show. Names in this musical 
decounting for much of the fine 
draught, with chance to get up to 
$55,000 on first week, Holding over. 
Last week, ‘Belle Starr’ (20th), $36,- 
000, a miss. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) (2d run) and, 
on vaude show, Desi Arnaz, Sheila 
Barrett, others. Tickets selling fast, 
with $25.000 a possibility, good. Last 
week, ‘It Started with Eve’ (U) (2d 
run) and Paul Draper, Leni Lynn, 
‘Songwriters on Parade, short of 
$25,000, good. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘York’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny (4th- 
final wk). Steadiness is this show’s 
virtue, this week (4th) looking $26,- 
000 for six days, while the third 
rubber was $31,500. Pull maintained 
despite ‘York’ having played six 
weeks at the Astor, eight at the 
Hollywood and currently is day-and- 
dating at the Brooklyn Par House 
goes to Thursday opening tomorrow 
with ‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and Teddy Powell 


‘JEKYLL’-"TANKS’ SWELL 
$16,000, JERSEY CITY 


Jersey City, Nov. 11. 

Loew’s, featuring ‘Dr. Jekyl! and 
Mr. Hyde,’ will get the town’s top 
gross this week. Stanley's ‘It Start- 
ed with Eve’ is going to be a close 
second. Last week Loew’s broke a 
record, holdover of ‘Honky Tonk’ 
getting the biggest second-week 
gross in the theatre’s 12-year his- 
tory. 


(1,895; 35-55- 


35-55-85-99)— 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Mil- 
lion’ (UA). Great $16,000. Last 


week ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Wait 
for You’ (M-G) (2d wk), big $14,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Started with Eve’ «U) and ‘Harmon 
Michigan’ (Col). Neat $15,500. Last 
week ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk), 
mighty $16,500. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 30-35-55)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (four-day hold- 
over). Good $6,500. Last week, fine 


1 $15,000. 
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Texas Neat $12,000 in H.0. Frisco; 





San Francisco, Nov. 11. 
Mixture of rain, muggy weather 
and fog is reflected in b.o. fluctua- 
tions. Fox, which had a disappoint- 
ing opening on ‘Nothing but the 
Truth,’ took a sudden spurt and is 
okay on its second frame. United 
Artists. after soloing ‘Appointment 
for Love’ one week, tossed in ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ as a second feature 
with such good results that 
combo will ride a third frame. 

Golden Gate is grabbing much at- 
tention with a mass production pro- 


gram having Duke Ellington’s band | 


unit, a couple of vaude acts, includ- 
ing Cass Daley, and ‘Father Takes a 
Wife.’ Orpheum is using extra space 
to plug ‘Texas.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Nothing but Truth’ (Par) and ‘Nine 
Lives’ (WB) (2d wk). This one 


opened disappointingly, but jumped 
up to earn a holdover. Satisfactory 
$11,500. Last (lst) week, okay 
$19,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55\—'Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) 
and Duke Ellington on stage. Crix 
rapped film, but Ellington plus vaude 
is pulling a big $18,000. Last week, 
‘All Money Can Buy’ (RKO) with 
vaude, excellent $17,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Texas’ (Col) and ‘Latins 
Manhattan’ (Col). Studio sent up a 
flack to help this one along. Fine 
$12,000. Last (2d-final) week, ‘Un- 
finished Business’ (U) and ‘Moon- 
light in Hawaii’ (U), fair $6,000. 

Paramou (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). Only an 
average $12,000. Last week, ‘Unholy 
Partners’ (M-G) and ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep), oke $13,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) 
50)—‘Unholy Partners’ 
‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) (moveover). 
Second week on street, neat $4,500. 
Last (3d moveover) week, ‘Honky 


(1,475; 35-40- 
(M-G) and 


Tonk’ (M-G), completed six sessions | 


on Market with satisfactory $4,000. 
United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,000; 35-40-50)—‘Appointment 
Love’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA) (lst wk). Second 
feature added on second stanza, 
jumping biz to fine $7,000. Holds a 
third week. Last (lst) week, ‘Ap- 
pointment Love’ solo to okay $7,500. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
*Set. York’ (WB) (4t!. wk). May 
touch $9,000 for a fine finish. Last 


(3d) week, trim $13,500. 


‘Business’ Hefty $6,500 
In Seattle; ‘Smilin’ 76, 





‘Never Rich’ Big 3d Wk. soe ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and 





Seattle, Nov. 11. 

The old adage still holds, it’s got to 
be good to get the coin at the box- 
office. There have been several top 
pictures in past .month that have 
rolled up neat money, but it takes 
the good ones to run up big grosses. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ at Fifth Avenue 
and ‘Unfinished Business’ at Orpheum 
shape up as solid entries with ‘Birth 
of Blues’ at Paramount the best on 
the main stem. 


Estimates for This Week is doing fair. Comedy is the main|y ast week. ‘Devil’s Island’ (Col) 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) | fare but not too well received here. ‘Hold Ghost’ (WB) and ‘Highway 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Weekend Havana’ Estimates for This Week | West’ (WB) triple split with ‘Kid 
(20th) and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 33-44- | Outlawed’ (Ind). ‘Officer Lady’ 
(2d wk downtown). Big $3,100, after | 55)—‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Lady | (Col)! ‘Man Power’ (WB) and ‘Santa 
playing Fifth Ave. Last week,! Scarface’ (RKO). Fair at $6,500. Fe Marshal’ (Par). ‘Letter’ (WB) 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Ald-| Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (3d | gooq $1,000 ; 
rich President’ (Par) (5th wk), swell| wk), okay $7,500. ” ik NR? Oe ee 
$2,600. Indiana (K-D) (3,100; 25-30-40)— | 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)—| ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man ‘YORK’ TALK OF BKLYN 
“Jekyll” (M-G) and ‘Flying Blind’! at Large’ (20th). Slim $7,000. Last P , ; 
(Par) (2d run). Fair $2,500. Last| week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and 
week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and/ ‘Lost Battalion’ (RKO), nose-dived SOCK $29 000 ON yA) WK 
“Whistling Dark’ (M-G) (2d run) to meagre $7,800 ; r 
dice, $2,300. Leew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 30-40- ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and Un- | Brooklvn. Nov. 11 
58)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and/!holv Partners’ (M-G) (six-day run). ine otf : si : Re F aoe 
“Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). Trim! Okay at $8,000. Last week. ‘Lydia’ | ine evendance at Fenima Paras | 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (UA) and ‘Texas’ (Col). not-so-good | mount where ‘Sergeant York’ is in 
(20th) and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO),! $6500. second week and doing extraordi- 
wa see, big. Lyric (K-D) (1,900; 25-30-40)— | narily well. First week of ‘York’ set 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58) ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th wk) (moved | naw rerora * ate arate Gris 
‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Perfect | Seatte. Cinaie’ Mild $4.000 ant new recora ;¢ hoyise. Second week 

i ° I ot, . sas wy ° as , - 
Crime’ (Col) (3d wk). Good $4,200.| week. ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and | 0f ‘Yank in R.A.F.’ plus ‘Weekend 
Last week, same combo, $5,000, good. | ‘Buy Town’ (Par). the same. for Three’ just so-so. Strand with 


Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
*Honky Tonk’ (M-G), hot from Para- 
mount theatre, (3d wk). Big $4,300. 
Last week, “Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (4th 
wk), $2,500, good. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 30-40-58 )— 


‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Chorus’ (U). Strong $6,500. Last 
week (40-50-65), ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 


(3d wk), great $7,800. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-50)—| 


‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep) and ‘Top Sst. 


Mulligan’ (Mono), plus vaude, with 
ads screaming, ‘Army vs. Navy for 
Laughs.’ Okay $6,500. Last week. 
‘Badlands 


Dakota’ (U) and vaude, 
big $6,600. > 


Paramount (H-E) (3,639; 30-40-58) 
—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Chan Rio’ 
(20th). Immense $12,500. Last week, 
*Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk), $7,200, 


great. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 40-50- 


the | 


for | 


Father Takes Wife’-Ellington 186 





York’ (WB) (4th wk 
moved from Orpheum 
Nice $4,000 
(UA), 


68)—‘Set. 
downtown) 
after great three weeks. 
Last week (30-40-58), ‘Lydia’ 
low $2,400. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) solo 2 days, 


then dual with ‘Caroline’ (RKO) (2d 
run). Okay $2,800. Last week, ‘Tom, 
Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO) (2d 
run), good $2,800. 





 anvaliion Day Boosts 
_ Prov.; ‘Eve’ Fancy 1146, 
‘York’ $20,000, 2d Wk. 


Providence, Nov. 11. 
With Armistice Day holiday to 
help, things are looking rosy. ‘Ser- 
geant York’ is still building at Ma- 
| jestic, while ‘It Started With Eve’ 
at RKO Albee is a solid entry. Ted 
Lewis and orchestra on stage at 
Metropolitan pulled nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)-— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Week- 
end for Three’ (RKO). Front of- 
tice did plenty of exploitation. 
Heavy radio play, a week in advance, 
had man on street handing out ap- 
ples ‘from Deanna to you. In the 
groove for nifty $11,500. Last week, 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U) (2d wk), swell 
$6,200. 
| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
|50)—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Good $2,700. Last week, ‘Weekend 
| Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man at Large’ 








| (20th) (3d downtown wk), nice 
| $2,500. 

| Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
|‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) and 
| vaude on stage. Had good weekend 
to help, nice $5,000. Last week, 
|\‘Down Mexico Way’ (Rep) and 
| vaude, oke $5,500. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 55-65)— 
‘Set. York’ (WB) (2d wk). Biz is so 


| steady that it won’t be far from 
| first week’s record take. Zowie $20,- 
|} 000. Knockout $22,000 on opening 
stanZa. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40- 
55)—Ted Lewis _and orchestra on 
| stage, and ‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep). 
| Pulled a nifty $7,000 in four days. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and “Three 
Girls’ (Col). Only so-so $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), good 

$14,000. 





| Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 


| ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Mercy Is- 
(Rep). Neat $10,000. Last 


| ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), so-so $4,000 
| in five-day run. 


‘SNOW CHILLS INDPLS; 


| 





‘FEMME TOUCH’ $8,000 





\ Indianapolis, Nov. 11. 

| Snow and rain chilled biz in gen- 
eral this week. ‘Sergeant York’ 
shifted to Lyric for fourth week and 





‘Sundown’ Nice $10,500 


In Denver: ‘Smilin’ 106 





Denver, Nov. 11. 
| ‘Sundown’ and ‘All-American Co- 
ed’ at the Denver is leading the town 
| with the Orpheum’s ‘Smilin’ 
| Through’ and ‘Married Bachelor’ 
barely a nose behind. Biz generally 
is holding up nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—- 
‘Never Rich’ (Col), after a week at 
Denver. ‘Trim $4,500. Last week 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U), from week 
at Denver, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-30-40) 
— Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Spitfire’s 





| Baby’ (RKO), after two weeks at 
| Orpheum. Good $2,800. Last week 

‘Set. York’ (WB), big $6,000, after a 

week at each Denver and Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—'New York Town’ (Par). Poor 
$5,000 Last week ‘Nothing but 
Truth’ (Par) (4th wk) and ‘Flying 
Blind’ (2d wk), big $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘All-American 
|Co-ed’ (UA). Slick $10,500. Last 
| week ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Moon 
| Over Shoulder’ (20th), good $10,500. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
|—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- 
lried Bachelor’ (M-G). Elegant 
| $10,000. Last gyeek ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) and ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO), 
good $8,500 on six days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘South Tahiti’ (U) and ‘Small Town 
Deb’ (20th). Good $6,500. Last week 
‘International Lady’ (UA) and ‘Ni- 
agara Falls’ (UA), nice $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Unfin- 
ished Business’ (U), after a week at 
each Denver and Aladdin, and ‘A 
Dangerous Game’ (U). Trim $2,000. 
Last week ‘After Mein Kampf’ 
(Crystal) and ‘Mercy I[sland’ (Rep), 
good $2,500. 


VANITIES’ 166, 
OMAHA LEADER 


Omaha, Nov. 11. 
‘New York Town’ with Earl Car- 
roll’s Vanities at the Orpheum will 
wind up the week with at least 
$16,000 or over, good money. ‘Femi- 
nine Touch’ and ‘Down in San Diego’ 
at the Omaha is only routine. ‘Honky 





Paramount, 


are doing 
well. 


surprisingly 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 


55)-—‘Earl Carroll’s Vanities’ plus 
‘New York Town’ (Par). Healthy 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) 


and ‘Buy Town’ (Par), mildish $9,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-44) 
—Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
‘Down San Diego’ (M-G). Routine 
| $7,500, not so bad. Last week, ‘Honky 
Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Private Nurse’ 
| (20th), fine $10,500 and big 
| here. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Girls About Town’ (Col) 
and ‘Law Tropics’ (WB). Light 
$4,300. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and 
(Col), mild $4,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) 
| 30-44)—"Honky Tonk’ 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (2d runs). Fair 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ (Par) and ‘Weekend Havana’ 
(20th) (2d Fans), okay $8,000: 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Jordan’ 
(Col) split with ‘Hurricane Smith’ 
(Rep), ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB). Fairish $800. Last 
week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Aloma’ (Par) split with ‘Dollar 
Baby’ (WB), ‘Point Widow’ (Par) 
and ‘Accent Love’ (20th), mild $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Fiesta Stars’ 
(Rep) and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par) 
triple split with ‘“Texas Marshal’ 
(Cap), ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep), 
‘Riders Death Valley’ (U) and ‘Black 
| Mountain’ (Cap), ‘Dollar Baby’ 
| (WB), ‘Antonio Rose’ (U). Oke $900. 








(3,000; 
(M-G) and 


10- 





Bill Robinson and Lunceford’s band 
On Stage is doing nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk) 
‘Weekend for Three’ (20th). Will 
drag in mild $16,000. Last week, 
okay $20,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Pittsburgh 
Kid’ (Rep) opens today (Tues). 
Last week, ‘Woman Is Mine’ (U) and 
‘Buy Town’ (Par), satisfactory 
$17,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )—- 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Mil- 
lion’ (UA). Okay $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
passable $14,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55 )—‘Sget. York’ (WB) and short, 
‘Minstrel Days’ (WB) (2d wk). First 





Tonk’ and ‘Sundown,’ repeats at the | 





‘Queen Perfect Crime’ | «yank 


(Rep), ‘Over Town’ | 


and | 
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Philly's New Pix N.G.; ‘Unfinished Biz’ 





And ‘Sundown’ Poor 


rate $29,000. Last 
smashing $37,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Rags Riches’ (Rep) and stage show 
with Bill Robinson and Jimmie 
Lunceford’s band. Better than aver- 
age $14,000 on four days. Last week, 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par) and Ted 
Lewis’ band, tolerable $11,000. 


Soldiers Hypo D.C. Biz; 
Vauders With ‘Belong,’ 
‘Havana’ Each $16,500 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Plenty of cash here and influx 
from numerous nearby army posts 
on weekends helps fill all down- 
town houses, giving any picture a 
solid foundation for a week’s busi- 
ness. Result is that, though business 
in general is still only as good as the 
product, grosses are up considerably 
over last year. 

Currently there’s nothing really 
hot, however. Earle, with ‘You Be- 
long to Me,’ and Capitol, with ‘Week- 
end in Havana,’ are content with 
$16,500 each. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Weekend Havana’ (20th), plus 
vaude. Alice Faye and technicolor 
accounting for good enough $16,500. 
Last week ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) 
and vaude, sad $14,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (moveover). 
Fourth downtown week and sstill 
hetfy, $5,000. Last week, ‘Feminine 
Touch’ (moveover), n.s.h. $4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col), plus vaude. 
Critics split, but Stanwyck-Fonda 
marquee weight good enough for 
okay $16,500. Last week ‘Maltese 
Falcon’ (WB) and vaude, came 
through to same figure without name 
draw. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Started with Eve’ (U). Looking to- 
ward solid $13,000. Last week ‘Un- 
finished Business’ (U) (2d wk), 


week, record- 








money | healthy $8,000. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Never Get Rich’ (Col) (moveover). 
Better-than-average $5,500. Last 
week ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) 
(moveover), normal $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
in R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Excellent $10,000, following top- 
notch $17,000 last week. 


TOUCH’ FINE $7,000 
IN MILD L’VILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 11. 

‘Birth of the Blues’ at the Rialto 
is grabbing most of coin. Most of biz 
came in over the weekend although 
the Armistice Day holiday helped. 
Other houses somewhat in the dol- 
drums, with product on the light side, 
‘All That Money Can Buy’ is dis- 
appointing at the Strand, and the 
fourth week of ‘Sergeant York’ at 
the Mary Anderson is winding up 
Wednesday (12). All houses are 
opening new bills Thursday (13) to 
get in line for Thanksgiving Day 
openings (20). 

A light snowfall Sunday (9) kept 
many patrons indoors, 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Weekend Havana’ 
(20th) and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ 
(20th). Moveover from Rialto is not 
shaping up so hefty. Medium $2.000. 
Last week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U) 
and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U), moveover 
zood $2,400. 





Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Blondie Society’ 
|} (Col). Probably good $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Major 


| Barbara’ (UA), all right $1,600. 


30-40)—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
|‘Unholy Partners’ (Col). Probably 
$7,000. fair enough considering. | 
Armistice Day may offset fact that 
week is shortened to six days to 
make ready for Thursday opening. | 





Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300: 


Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Texas’ 
(Col), medium $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100: 15- 
33-46)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Pic ends its four week run on return 
engagement tomorrow (12), Wind-up 
looks like okay $3,000. Last week, 
same pic drew excellent $3,500. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 35-50)— 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) and stage show 
‘Buck Private C. C. Pill.’ Looks like 
satisfactory $5,500, which is in the 
black. Last week, ‘Blond Singapore’ 
(€ol) and stage show, fine $6,200. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par). Packing ’em 
in for swell $11,000. Last week, 
“Weekend Havana‘ (20th) and ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th), topped the 
town with elegant $9,000 and move- 
over, 


15- | 


$14,000 Each 





Philadelphia. Nov. 11. 

Nothing much to crow about along 
film row this semester, with new 
product raising scarcely a ripple at 
the boxoffice. This time they can’t 
blame any outside competish for any 
business letdown, it’s only that the 
attractions lack the proper oomph 
to bring in biz. 

Only the holdovers are giving any 
kind of account of themselves. 
Among them are ‘Sergeant York,’ 
stepping into its fourth round; and 
‘International Squadron,’ deucing. 
Strictly ho-hum are ‘Unfinished Busi- 
ness,’ ‘You Belong to Me,’ ‘Sundown’ 
and ‘Great Guns,’ teamed with 
Xavier Cugat’s orchestra. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 46-57-75)— 
‘Set. York’ (WB) (4th wk). Still 
holding pace with neat $12,000. Last 
week’s take ore $13,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57 
—Hold Dawn’ (Par) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Solid $3,400 for h.o., after 
nifty $4,100 for initialer. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U). Ragged 
$14,000. Last week ‘One Foot Heaven’ 
(WB) tilted slightly to wind up with 
fairish $14,500. ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) preems Thurs. (13). 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Great Guns’ (20th) with Xavier 
Cugat band. Cool reception for 
rhumba-conga rhythms and no help 
from film fare, dragging down take 
to. unexciting $17,500. Last week’s 
combo of ‘Parachute’ Battalion’ 
(RKO), plus variety show consisting 
of Dolly Dawn orch, three Stooges, 
Nicholas and Mills Bros., got sure 
prising $26,500, big. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col). Also in the 
n.s.h. class with scant $13,000. Last 
week ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), wound 
up second week with okay $12,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
—Foot in Heaven’ (WB) (2d run). 
Satisfactory $4,800 for this trip. Last 
week ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), smashed 
the Karlton house record with terrif 
| $8,000 for second-run showing. Only 
yanked because of pile up of books 
ings. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)—~ 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) (2d run), 
Chalking up fair $4,500. Last week 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th), just man- 
aged to touch house par with even 
$4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68 
—Sundown’ (UA), Mediocre $14,000, 
Last weck ‘Feminine Touch’ ¢(M-G), 
fared ev.n worse with sour $12,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)—~ 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) (2d 
wk). H.o. rugged $4,300. Bow-in 
last week brought hefty $7,000. 








ALL OPPOSE PROPOSED 
1% GROSS TAP IN ST. L 


St. Louis, Nov. 11. 

Owners and operators of flicker 
houses in this burg are arming to 
the teeth to battle an ordinance in- 
troduced in the local Board of Alder- 
men which is designed to plaster a 
tax of 1% on the gross receipts of 
all pix houses as well as legit, vaude 
and burlesk theatres. It has been 
estimated that approximately $57, 
300 would be raised annually for the 
|} general revenue fund with the 90 
| flicker houses bearing the bulk of the 
| burden. The proposed tax would be 
| in addition to a current one that 
ranges from $25 fog a theatre operai- 
] 





ing for 30 days up to $150 for an 
annual license. 

Asserting that the new ordinance 
would make their operation of their 
| business disastrous, inasmuch as the 
| houses are now burdened with heavy 
federal and state taxes, owners 
| are prepared to enlist public opinion 
in their opposition to the measure. 
Alderman Edward L. Duke, who in- 
| troduced the bill, said the revenue 
expected would offset the loss of 
funds from other sources, principally 
the reduction of assessed valuation 
of real estate. 


PRC HUMMING 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Producers Releasing Corp. has 
three features in the editing stage 
and six more going into production. 

New pictures are ‘Duke of the 
Navy,’ ‘Murietta and the Lone Rider,’ 
‘Riders of the West,’ ‘Broadway Big 
Shot,’ ‘Today I Hang’ and ‘Girls 
Town.’ Year’s program is set at 42, 
as against 38 for last season. 


tne 








30-40) —‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) and 
‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO). Light $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th) and 





Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep), fine $5,000. 
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Fox-WC in L.A. and 20th in Toronto 


Shift Manager 





s; Exchange Briefs 





Los Angeles, Noy. 11. 

Terry McDaniel, manager of the 
United Artists theatre in Pasadena, 
was upped to district manager in 
supervision of 19 Fox West Coast 
houses in Pasadena, Glendale and 
San Fernando Valley. 

Other F-WC managerial shifts 
were James Runte into McDaniel’s 
spot at United Artists; Lee Wentz to 
succeed Runte at the Glendale Capi- 
tol: George Topper to the Studio, 
North Hollywood; John Burns to the 
Valley, North Hollywood; Andre 
Haveles to the Arroyo, Los Angeles, 
and John Richardson to the Park, 
Pasadena. 

Another link added to the Skouras 
chain was the Bell, in Bell, Cal., mak- 
ing three houses in that vicinity. 





20th’s Shifts 
Toronto, Nov. 11. 

20th Century Theatres has switched 
Gordon Beavis from the Grand, Sud- 
bury, to the Marks, Oshawa, with 
Vernon Burns of the latter taking 
over the Regent, Sudbury. Garnet 
Heatherly will manage the Centre, 
London, replacing Mel Stevens, who 
moves to the Granada, Dunnville. 
Pat Dunne takes over the Royal, 
North Bay; Jack Reith, up from Chi- 
cago, will manager the Midtown, 
Toronto’s newest indie deluxer. 





Schwalm Reelected 
Hamilton, O., Nov. 11. 

John A. Schwalm, manager of the 
Rialto, one of the three local units 
of the Northio chain, was reelected 
to city council at last week’s elec- 
tion. He has been a member of 
council since 1934. 

W. C. Green in Hawley’s Spot 
Detroit, Nov. 11. 

Succeeding the late Frank Hawley, 
W. C. Green has taken over as man- 
ager of the Lyric and Cozy theatres 
in Ludington, Mich. 

Lew Williams to Omaha 
Denver, Nov. 11. 

Lew Williams, manager of the 
Egyptian, gone to Omaha to join the 
Ralph Goldberg circuit. Lee Craw- 
ford, Grenada manager, moves to 
Egyptian, and Mike McMichaek, 
former Granada manager, moves 
back there from an assistant’s job 
at the Federal. 

The Senate, new 600-seat stadium 
type theatre on Welton street, has 
been opened by John Anderson and 
Sam Feinstein, owners. The open- 


ing bill gave Producers Releasing 
Corp. their first first-run for Den- 
ver, the biil being ‘Misbehaving 


Husbands’ and ‘Mr. Celebrity.’ 
Robert Kilgore, formerly manager 
of Loew's Palace, at Memphis, has 
joined Victory Amus, Co, here as 
partner with J. B. Melton, who has 
owned the Victory for years. 





Dipson’s New Buff Nabe 
Buffalo, Nov. 11. 
Amherst, new suburban nabe, seat- 


vv 





ing 1,200 due to open this month ac- 
cording to Andrew Gibson, Dipson 
general manager. 

Local Variety Club, Tent 7, has re- 
opened for the season, after redeco- | 
ration and refinishing done under 
the supervision of theatre architect | 
Michael Di Angelis. 

Columbia, Unity and Ariel theatres | 
redecorated by the Gammel Circuit. 

Emanuel Woronov moved his fam- | 
ily to Syracuse where he becomes | 


Metro’s district sales representative. | reported $138 weekly 
| contract made. 


The Grand reopened by Koncza- 
kowski circuit following shutdown 
since last spring. 


Lincoln, Rochester, installing new | 


front and lobby under direction of 
Howard Lurie. 

Joseph Warda enlarged, reseated 
and air-conditioned his Lancaster 
theatre. 

New Ithaca opened this week by 
Ryan Bros. of Trumansburg, giving 


Ithaca its first second-run programs | 


in picture history. 
Crescent’s WB Takeover 
Nashville, Nov. 11. 

Crescent Amus, Co. announced 
Wednesday (4) signing, a 10-year 
lease for Warner building and plans 
for a $150,000 theatre. Theatre 
would be completed within 18 
months and would seat 1,000. War- 
ner Bros. built the Warner Bldg. in 
1930-31 on site of Crescent’s Capi- 
tol theatre. Intention was to locate 
theatre over garage, and lobby into 
the skyscraper built. 

Terms of lease call for $25,000 rent 
per year and give Crescent option to 
purchase building for $50,000 in 1951. 





Cleveland Switcharounds 
Cleveland, Nov. 11. 
_Ed Fisher, with United Artists for 
eight years as press rep, shifts his 
portfolio to Loew’s this week to 
take over its publicity and adver- 
tising department. Jimmy Harris, 
who resigned, left today (12) for 
Randolph Field, Texas, where he is 
in line for a lieutenant commander's 
commission after finishing a special 











flying course for instructors. 
_ Appointment of Knox Strachan as} 
varner’s new publicity head stepped | 
up three men in the WB ‘Northern 


‘Show Must Go On’ 


Philadelphia, Nov, 11. 

A. D. Abramson, manager of 
the Adelphi, West Philly indie, 
had a novel excuse when he 
asked for deferment from his 
local draft board. 

Skedded to be inducted this 
week, Abramson asked that his 
army call be postponed at least 
until next month because he had 
readied an elaborate ‘anniver- 
Sary program’ for the month of 
November and he wanted to be 








around to supervise. The board 
granted him the stay. 
Ohio chain. Bill Dworski, trans- 


ferred from the Palace in Lorain to 
Portsmouth, O., to manage the Le 
Roy. John LaDue moved from 
Strand, Akron, to Lorain, while Mil- 
lard Ochs, son of the late Lee Ochs, 
N.Y. circuit operator, stepped into 
LaDue’s shose, Proctor Jones, who 
had a summer strawhat house of his 
own in the east, entering film busi- 
ness as assistant to Strachan. 

After five years at Keith’s 105th as 
assistant, Jack Sheriff quit to accept 
job in private industry. 





Rochester, N.Y., Changes 
Rochester, N.Y., Nov. 11. 

Ray Helsin moves in from Indiana 
as manager of Schine’s Dixie, suc- 
ceeding Leonard Dorfman, who goes 
to the Lake. Seymour Samuels, as- 
sistant manager, State, resigns. 

Al Lengo, Loew’s publicity de- 
partment, Boston, becomes assistant 
manager of Loew's Rochester as 
manager Lester Pollock retgirns after 
three weeks’ illness, during which 
Joe Boyle, Loew’s State, Syracuse, 
substituted. 





Fetes for Kalmine, Latta 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 11}. 
In wake of appointments made 
here last week by Harry Kalmine, 
outgoing WB zone manager in Pitts- 
burgh and now head of entire War- 
ner theatre circuit, James Totman 
has been elevated to head of chain’s 
advertising department in this ter- 


(Continued on page 59) 


N. Y. PARAMOUNT’S TEST 
AIR SHOTS OVER WMCA 


The Paramount, N. Y., playing 
first-run Par pictures and stage- 





UA’s ‘Gesture’ to Be 








| Despite unhappy experience with 
' roadshows which all companies that 
|tried them suffered last season, 
United Artists is again planning a 
two-a-day, reserved-seat policy for 
| one of its specials this year. Pic is 
‘Shanghai Gesture,’ which will be 
released in January. It will not have 
a nationwide roadshowing, but special 
handling will be administered in 10 
key cities as a promotional scheme. 

‘Gesture’ is the first flick to be 
made in this country by Arnold 
Pressburger, Plans for roadshowing 
it were announced Monday (10) by 
Arthur Kelly, UA operating chief, on 


Saw a rough-cut. 

stage play of 1926, which failed to 
get by the Hays office in 31 previous 
treatments. Josef von Sternberg di- 
rected. Cast includes Gene Tierney, 


Walter Huston, Victor Mature and 
Ona Munson. 


Anyway, It’s Quite 
A Pitch for Hoss 
Opry Pictures 








Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 

Westerns are in greater demand 
than ever and have grabbed the top 
rung of the boxoffice ladder, with 
military training and increasing pop- 
ularity of athletics an important fac- 
tor, the Minneapolis Advertising 
club was told by Claude F. Lee, 
Paramount public relations director, 
who came from Hollywood to de- 
liver the talk. 

‘Horse opera is the real boxoffice 
with defense-conscious young Amer- 
ica today, and the silken sirens of 
the triangle and other heavy love 
dramas are being pushed into the 
background,’ declared Lee. 

‘More interested in athletics than 
ever before and conscious himself of 
the outdoors and rough and ready 
life, Young America wants westerns 
today. 
type of drama depicting the virile 
life that can give comedies a run for 
the boxoffice money. The old Ru- 
dolph Valentino sheik types and the 





shows, goes on the air Sunday night | 


(16) under a 13-week contract via | 
WMCA, N. Y. The 13-week stint| 
is in the nature of a test, with re-| 


sult that if Par and the theatre are 
satisfied with the airing policy, the 
contract will be renewed probably 
for a longer period, 

Program will be 
duration, time 11:45 p. m. It will 
include records of current as well} 
as coming band or other attractions, | 
plugs about the theatre, its policy, 
appearances by those on the Par 
stage not in conflict with other radio 
commitments, ete. 

Cost to the N. Y. Par will run a} 
under the 





; | 
minutes 


of 15 


Metro’s Fortune-Style 


date as the bustle. In fact, those 
stars who have been built up as 
heart crushers are one of the prin- 
cipal Hollywood front office head- 
aches.’ 

Because of the boxoffice shift, 
producers want to make their stars 
over, according to Lee. As for the 
stars, he said, they want to be sure 
they'll look like Tom Mix on horse- 
back before they rush their artistic 
careers in such roles. 


‘REP. MULLS MEMPHIS 


PREEM FOR 7006 ‘LADY’ 


Memphis, Nov. 11. 
Republic is mulling a Memphis 
world premiere for its most expen- 
sive venture to date, the $700,000 





Press Book, 3d Edition 


has distributed 

the ‘Lion’s Roar,’ its 
luxurious Fortune-formatted house 
organ, Mag’s 72, heavy, slick-paper 
pages, laden with pictures, were de- 
voted principally to the new Garbo 
film, ‘T'wo-Faced Woman,’ and ‘The 
Chocolate Soldier.’ They 
tained stories and art of other forth- 
coming Metro product, plus consid- 
erable institutional stuff. Much of 
the material carried by-lines of 
players, writers, directors and tech- 
nicians on the M-G lot, 

Book is prepared by pub-ad de- 
partment, with Si Seaacler, exploita- 
tion chief, managing editor; How- 
ard Strickling, contributing editor; 
Thomas W. Gerety, associate editor. 


SAG Okays Recruits 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
With the annual election coming 
up tomorrow (Wed.), the Screen 
Writers Guild announced the accept- 
ance of 38 new members in the last 
two months. 
Of the newcomers, 27 are active 


and 11 associate members. 


Metro the third 


issue of 








| ‘Lady for a Night,’ orig:naily titled 
Flicker stars Joan | 
| Blondell, John Wayne and Ray Mid- |} 
| dleton. 


‘Memphis Belle.’ 
Setting is Memphis of the 
| 80s 

Studio exe first 
preeming opus here at 
|nual Cotton Carnival in May, but 
film is due to finish by December 
and company is anxious to get it 
onto market around Christmas. 


thought of 


time of an- 


also con- | 


| Altoona, Pa., Goes to Town 
For Local Gal, Janet Blair 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Altoona, Pa., held a four-day civic 
celebration last week in honor of its 
first native daughter to make good in 
films, Janet Blair, who went back 
home for preem of her first picture, 
Col’s ‘Three Girls About Town.’ 
Miss Blair, who was Janet Lafferty 
when she left there two years ago to 
join late Hal Kemp’s band as fea- 
tured vocalist, was feted by civic au- 
thorities and practically every or- 
ganization in town in an unending 
round of parties. 

Closest Altoona has ever come be- 
fore to basking in glory of a Holly- 
wood name was through its neigh- 
boring town, Hollidaysburg, 10 miles 





per. 


Roadshown in 10 Spots 


his return from the Coast, where he 


Film is an adaptation of the socko | 


It’s only the stirring frontier 


dreamy-eyed vampires are as out of | 


| ; 
Hallowe'en Horror 


Dual Again 


B.0. Cleanup for Butterfield 





Mills-Stones 





San Francisco, Nov. 11. 
San Francisco Examiner has 
generated a new headache for 
local exhibs. In addition to 
boosting rates 5%, Hearst sheet 
now figures mills. For example, 
former $6.30 contract rate is now 
$6.692. The per-line rate is 47c 
and eight mills. 
Bookkeepers no like. 


N.Y. CHURCH COUNCIL 
ENDORSES WB ‘HEAVEN’ 


Albany, Nov. 11. 
Illustrative of the pre-release pub- 
licity which ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
i has been receiving is a comment on 


| the back page of the November is- 
sue of the New York State Council 
of Churches (Protestant). The Re- 
porter is received by ministers and 
church workers in hamlets, towns, 
villages and cities of all size in the 
state. The article, titled ‘One Foot 
in Heaven,’ reads: ‘Warner Bros. has 
recently completed the film entitied 
‘One Foot in Heaven.’ This picture 
is a dramatization of the life of an 
itinerant Methodist minister. This 
is the first time that a moving pic- 
ture firm has attempted a picture of 
this character. From many sources 
it has been commended highly as a 
true screen story, dealing with the 
dramatic life of a Protestant min- 
ister. The film truthfully portrays 
the life story of a man and woman 
of uprightness, whose lives are ded- 
icated to the service of man and 
God. . 

‘This picture is sponsored by the 
following nationally known church 
| leaders: Bishop James Edward Free- 
man, Bishop Charles Wesley Flint, 
Dr. Edgar De Witt Jones, Dr. Charles 
|W. Kerr, Dr. F. H. Knubel, Dr. Nor- 
|man Vincent Peale and Dr. Daniel 
| A. Poling.’ 
| State Council Reporter, edited in 
| Albany (where a preview of ‘One 
Foot’ was held) Dr. Wilbur T. Cle- 
| mens, general secretary of the N. Y. 
State Council of Churches and a man 
widely known in New York City as 
well upstate, rarely mentions, much 
less praises, any film. It has pub- 
licized the showing under interde- 
nominational auspices in theatres, 
etc., during Holy week, of ‘De Mille’s 
‘The King of Kings.’ 














VISITING CRITICS = 
| TRANSCRIBE REVIEWS: 


| 


tine 
tics, 


| Out - of - town cri 
| who were brought into New York as 
| guests of A. M. Botsford, director of | 
publicity and advertising for 20th- 
Fox, to attend the opening of ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ at the Rivoli, 


have completed a verbal symposium 


newspaper 


|of their views on the film. A tran- 
|scription of comments was made 
|during their three-day stay in New 
|York. <A _ run-off of the record 
| showed unanimity of approval. 

| In all, 31 writers made the trip 


and are now back home catching up 


on lost sleep. Morning after the 
preview each was invited into a 
room at the Waldorf temporarily 
converted into a recording studio 
and speeches were limited to one 
minute. Duplicate pressings are be- 
ing sent to the orators. 

Stunt is one of several exploita- 


tion step-ups lately in 20th-Fox pub- 
licity and advertising since Botsford, 
formerly atached to Paramount pro- 
duction and publicity, took over the 


ballyhoo job. 





George Balanchine is creating an 
elephant ballet for the new edition 
of Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
circus and is now.in the south look- 
ing over winter quarters selecting 
pachyderm-terpers. Number will 
have the elephants in short skirts, 
ballet slippers and feathered head- 
dresses. 

Prima ballerina will be “Dumbo,” 
a baby-eyed elephant. Choreography 
will be similar to the Parade of the 
| Pink Elephants flash in the new Walt 





gotiated the: deal. 


| Army and Navy 


Ringling’s ‘Dumbo’ Ballet | 


Grand Rapids, Mich., Nov. 11. 
As usual, the ‘Hallowe'en Horror’ 
performance at Keith’s theatre, local 
| Butterfield house, was a boxoffice 
| cleanup. It’s an annual stunt in all 
the Michigan towns where the But- 
terfield chain has its 125 theatres. 


| More than the Keith's 1,800 capacity, 

at a 30c admish, jammed into the 
|}house to see the midnight dual 
showing of ‘Crimson Circle’ and ‘De- 
sign for Murder,’ but no stage show 
|or Hallowe'en party. 


| 


| Show was advertised three days in 
|advance in the local papers, plus 
5,000 heralds and a screen trailer. 
This year’s crowd, composed 99% of 
kids, impelled by the idea of staying 





up late, started gathering about 
10:30 pm.. and by 11 o'clock the 
lobby and street were so packed 


that five cops had all they could do 
to keep the mob under control. Cus- 
tomers from the last regular show 
had a tough time getting out of the 
theatre. 


Once inside the house, the mop- 
pets kicked up a terrific din with 
horns, rattles and yells. They 
drowned out the newsreel, but final- 
ly became reasonably quiet for the 
feature films. There were a few un- 
ruly spectators who hed to be 
bounced. One was a souse who 
wanted to slug Warren Wardwell, 
house manager, because he wasn’t 
allowed a refund on the ground that 
he’d seen the bill before. 


Last year’s turnout in Flint, Mich., 
for the show was so great that two 
other local Butterfield houses were 
required to handle the crowd. This 
year in Grand Rapids, city manager 
| Walter Norris opened the Regent for 
a similar performance. E. C. Beatty, 
president of the Butterfield chain, ig 
credited with the ‘Hallowe’en Hor- 
ror’ idea. 


FOX, DET., PUTS ONE 
OVER ON RIVAL MICH. 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 

Beating the Michigan theatre by a 
week to stage appearances, the rival 
Fox here has booked the world pre- 
| miere of ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ and will 
| bring in Nov. 19 the film’s stars, Abe 
| bott and Costello, and adding Carol 
|Bruce, Dick Foran and _. others. 
| Michigan had planned to signal the 
reappearance of stage shows here on 
| Nov. 28 with ‘Folies Bergere.’ 





| Fox's premiere is to be built up 
on a national scale with critics from 
| New York and Hollywood invited in 
for the opening. Because of the loe 
cation of one of the Army’s key flye 
ing fields nearby, Selfridge Field, the 


| occasion also will serve to bring in 


officials from Washe 
ington in addition to personnel 
from Selfridge. 


‘Doubles’ for Par Stars 
Disappoint in Duluth 


Duluth, Nov. 11. 

When Paramount failed to send 
stars of the picture to the world 
| premiere of ‘Skylark’ (8) at the Nor- 
shor Theatre, Duluthians provided 
their own film personalities. Earl 
Long, managing director of the thea- 
tre, staged a contest in which local- 
ites came favorites. 
There were a sets of 
Marx Bras. 

Claudette 
and Brian Aher: 
ture, and director Mark Sandrich 
|sent along a transcribed greeting to 
Duluthians, which WEBC used dur- 
jing the pre-premiere’ broadcast. 
Claude Lee, of Paramount public ree 
lations staff; Charles Winchell, pub- 
licity chief for Minnesota Amus. Co. 
Al Anson, district manager of Min- 
nesota Amus. Co.; Addison Potter of 
Minnesota Amus. staff, and Fred 
| Bartow, field representative of Para- 
|; mount, were here for the premiere 
| activities. 
| Streets were decorated with ban- 
| ners and flags to promote the event, 
and WEBC handled several special 
radio shows boosting the affair, in- 
cluding one from the stage of the 
theatre. 
| Townsfolk were more than a little 
|disappointed that Paramount had 
| failed to send along the personalities 








as film 


half dozen 


dressed 


Colbert 


Ray Milland 
ars of the pic- 
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away, which produced Hedda Hop- | Disney film. Dr. Milton Bender ne- | for the premiere which it had bally- 


}hoced. 
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Hays Office Mulls Mounting Taxes 


Faced hy US. hi Im Firms Abroad :: 


The mounting tax bill in the for- 
eign market, with the American film 
industry singled out as an easy mark 
for up for 
heavy consideration week's 
meeting of major 
sales managers 
While higher taxes are considered an 
development most | 
countries because of the European | 
war, film distributor foreign chiefs | 
are convinced that the Yank pic-| 
ture business is immediately nomi-| 
nated to carry the load when new or 
increased taxes are made necessary. | 

Although nearly every foreign| 
country has adopted or is consider- 
ing new levies, chief worry of the 
distributors just now is Australia. 
Aussies are considering an import} 
duty figured on the basis of the ulti-| 
mate revenue a picture obtains from} 
distribution in that country instead | 
of present duty based on actual value | 
of the print. 


increased levies, came 
last 


company 


at 
foreign 
office. 


in the Hays 


inevitable in 


| 
| 





‘GONE’ $8,400 TOPS B.A. 
IN 4TH WEEK; ‘SAND’ 86 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. 
a tossup this week between 
‘Gone With the Wind’ (M-G) and 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). ‘Gone,’ in 
its fourth week at the Gran Rex, 
rung up 34,000 pesos (approximately 
$8,400) while ‘Blood and Sand’ rolled 
in a neat 32,500 pesos (about $8,100) 
and is due for an extended holdover. 
Tyrone Power pic is especially note- 
worthy in view of the fact that it 
has a Spanish theme of special in- | 


terest to Latin-America and played 
in a far smaller house than ‘Gone.’ 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently worth 25c U. 
S. (4.14 to the U. S. dollar), follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Cavel- 
lo) (1,400; 2-1.50 pesos)—Million 
Dollar Baby’ (W-B). Fairish 10,000. 

Ideal (Lococo) (1,046; 3-250 pesos) 
—Due for a long holdover with its 


It’s 








32,500 pesos on the openery advance 

biz excellent. 
Rex (Cordero, 

taret) (3,305; 


and Lau- 
2-1.50 pesos )—‘Gone.’ 
Fourth week’s 34,000 only slightly 
under the previous stanza and set 
for a fifth in a last-minute change 


Cavallo 


of plans. 

Normandie (Lococo) 1,420; 2- 
1.50 pesos) —‘Man Hunt’ (20th). Nice 
15,000, especially good in view of 


the previous high two weeks at the 
Ideal. 
Monumental 
pesos )—‘Papa 
Argentine-made). 
pesos and likely 
barrios (nabes). 
Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2-1.50 pe- 
sos )—‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par). Only 
fair with 19,000 pesos. Ozark locale 
not particularly strong here but out- 


(Coll) (1,330; 2-1.50 
tiene Novia). 
Satisfactory 11,000 
to be solid in the 


door theme may help it in the in- | 


terior. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2-1.50 pesos)—‘La Hora de 
las Sorpresas’ (Baires-Argentine- 
made). Fairish 14,000 after so-so no- 
tices. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 2-1.50 
pesos )}—‘Dark Streets of Cairo’ (U). 
Better than expected with 11,000 for 


weak pic. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti y Cia.) (2,800; 
1.50-1.20 pesos) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
(M-G). N. s. h. 8,500, with nothing | 


else in this double-bill house to help 
draw. 


British Pic Technicians 
Win Gov’t Pay Raises 


London, Oct. 28. 

Labor has marked up another vic- 
tory when Assn. of Cine Technicians 
inked a new pact with Government’s 
own Crown Film Unit, setting new 
rates of pay, working conditions and 
overtime for workers concerned in 
the briefie productions. Agreement 
came following weeks of negotia- 
tions. It’s first time overtime scales 
have been worked out for techni- 
cians in the shorts field. 

ACT also put through a further 
cleanup when making a final] deal 
with Herbert Wilcox in connection 
with monies due members of the 
union rising out of work on Impera- 
tor Productions. RKO, which released 
Imperator pics, forwarded a check 
for $16,000. 


| Gone? Big in Stockholm 


Stockholm, Oct. 18. | 

Despite the near-proximity of the | 
war along the Finnish-Russian 
border, ‘Gone with the Wind’ pre- 
miered last week with virtually the 

whole royal family in attendance. 
Advance ticket sale 

beating all local records. 





| 


is reported 


Sydney Theatre 
Property Costs 





| Rio which was opened recently, 
| Cine Metro Copacabana is a balcony- 


M-G’s New Rio House 


Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 4 
1,800-seat Cine Metro 
located in the heart of 
Copacabana beach section of 
Rio = Janeiro, Brazil, will be 

opened tomorrow (Wednesday ). 
Like the Metro Tijuca, another 
luxurious neighborhood theatre in 
the 


The new 
& -opac abana, 


| orchestra type theatre. 





Foreign Curbs Help 
Boost Production Of 
Films in Hungary 





Budapest, Oct. 20. 
Budapest Chamber of Commerce's 


recently published 1940 statistics give 


some interesting figures relevant to 
the Hungarian film trade. Data 
shows in what way vigorous govern- 


|ment support and the restriction of 


| international commerce has acted on 


M- G $2,000,000 


Svdney, Nov. 11. 
Metro has bought the St. James | 
theatre building here from John 


Fuller, deal including 1,600-seat St. 
James theatre and commercial of- 
fices. Company formerly had a lease 
on the theatre, being one of its im- 
portant show-windows in Sydney. 
It’s unofficially reported that Metro 
paid around $2,000,000. 

When the Fuller brothers, Sir Ben 
and John, bowed out of vaudeville 
management, the latter went into the 
real estate business, with the for- 
mer leasing theatres here and in 
Melbourne to Snider-Dean for use 
as film houses. Most of these thea- 
tres now are under control of Hoyts 
circuit. 

Metro also owns the Liberty, 600- 
seater, in Sydney, plus control of five 





; Others throughout Australia. 





Metro’s Denial 
Metro’s foreign department 
New York has denied the entire | 
transaction not even admitting 
was in process of negotiation. Under 
Australia’s regulations on U. S. film 
company revenue (frozen there, 
American distributors may make use 
of such impounded coin on realty 

deals. ; 


Col. Deal to Distribute 
Argentine Pic in Brazil 
Cues Closer Pan- Am. Tie 


in | 








(EFA- } 


| Seven 


| 37 pix. 


[= 


it | 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. | 
Unusual tieup which may herald4 
closer association between U. S. and 


Argentine companies was revealed at 
the first all-South American conven- | 
tion of Columbia Pictures here, Ww hen | 
an Argentine-made picture, 
chased by Columbia for Brazil, 
screened, 

Film ‘Embrujo’ (‘Bewitched’) 
| produced by Lumiton and dealing | 
with the life of Pedro I, first emperor 
of Brazil. Under Columbia’s ar- 
rangement, 
dubbed from Spanish into Portu-| 
guese and otherwise’ edited 
| Brazil. Reps from Brazil, 


was 


is 


together | 


| with the Brazilian ambassador and | 
enthusiastic | 


Officials here, 
| about the result. Method used was| 
| to have all the actors do scenes| 
| twice, the second time going through | 
| the Portuguese lip movements, which 


| were then 


were 


guese-speaking actors. 
never before done here, 
better than expected and, 
ful, the idea may be followed 
other producers. 

Brazil currently takes very 
of the Argentine product because} 
| expense of even sub-titling, let alone | 
|dubbing, is too high. Convention 
also looked over two Spanish. made 
picts whieh Columbia will distribute 
with its regular product, ‘Marfa de 
la O’ and ‘Heroes a la Fuerza.’ 

Three-day session, held at the 
Hotel Continental here, was attended 
by Joseph A. McConville, Col.’s for- 
eign sales manager; Jack Segal, 
assistant to McConville, and Luis 
Goldstein, S. A. supervisor, head- 
quartered in B. A. together with 
delegates from Argentina, Brazil, 
| Chile, Peru, Uruguay, Paraguay and 
Bolivia. High spots included pre- 
view screenings and dinners and 
speeches by McConville in Spanish. 
He’s one of the few foreign managers 
able to sling the lingo and his 
progress in castellano since his last 
trip drew mawch favorable comment. 


Although | 


by 





development ef Magyar production 
and exports. 

Production figures for the last 
years show that in none of 
these years did production exceed 
Number of features to be 
concluded during the current year is 
estimated, at 42. 


One of the most efficacious gov- 
ernment measures for promoting 
production was raising the contin- 
gent of home-made product to be ex- 
hibited compulsorily in every cin- 
ema from the previous 20% of all 
features shown to 25% in the cur- 
rent year. Government also ruled 
that one Hungarian picture sheuld 
be shown after every three foreign 
imports. 











ars Won't Shin 


Continued from page 1 





a few who have left pictures to go 
into service either here or in Eng- 
land. 

Efforts to hoist new faces into 
public favor by means of expensive 
| exploitation, or by saddling com- 
parative newcomers, whose _ b.0o. 
value has yet to be determined, with 
high budget productions, have to 
date failed to make up for the 
shrinkage, in quantity of pictures 
with established name values. 

In efforts to offset complaints from 
theatre operators, some studio heads 
are reportedly trying to sell 
players the idea of increasing out- | 
put, contending that faves must ap- 
pear in pictures more frequently or | 
take a chance on losing following. 

Latter no empty theory. 
distribution men, bringing weight of | 
j}experience and wishes of theatre 
operators to bear on studio produc- 


is 


tion, point to innumerable instances 

of one-time stars now playing in | 
subsequent run product. 
Biz Up, But . 

Aside from complaints about in- 


| sufficiency of picture names first two 


pur-| 


picture was completely 


for | 


soundtracked by Portu-| 


result was/| 
if success- | 


little | 





or three months of selling under 
the consent decree have otherwise 
been satisfactory for most distribs 
insofar as volume is concerned. Dis- 
tribution men in close touch with the 
field report that picture house at- 
tendance is uniformaly better | 
throughout the country, ostensibly 
because the public has become in- 
nured to the possibility of U. S. en- 
try or non-entry into the war. Na- 
tion-wide jitters have subsided to a 
point where entertainment is once 
again in demand, just as in England 
where tremendous attendance figures 


are being rolled up in some instances getting a reduction in the duties on| 


| behind darkened doors. 





name | 


The | 











Tom Saxe 


5 
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yea 
| the Warner-Saxe chain, with Saxe 
remaining active in their manage- 


rs ago; the rest became part of 


ment until his death. When the 
Warner-Saxe splitup came on Sept. 
1 of this year, Fox got 11 more of 
the Saxe houses and Warner Bros. 
got the other seven. 





David M. Robins’ Estate 
Youngstown, O., Nov. 11. 

Estate of David M. Robins, mana- 
ger of the Warner theatre here and 
brother-in-law of the Warner broth- 
ers, has been appraised at $167,576 
in an action filed in probate court 
here. Robins, who died Aug. 25, 
left his estate to his wife, various 
relatives, and a number of Jewish 
organizations at Cleveland, Denver 
and in Youngstown. 

He also left bequests to a number 


| of close friends, 





New Mex Oscar 


Mexico City, Nov. 11. 

Mexico is to have a bigger and 
better Oscar. The new one—there 
are already three, one backed by the 
industry, the other by a section of 
the picture workers national union 
and the third by the picture critics— 
is sponsored by the federal film ‘su- 
pervision and censoring department 
whose chief, Felipe Gregorio Cas- 
tillo, is completing arrangements for 
the prize awarding. 


The government's Oscar is to 
award a total of $20,000 (Mex.) 
($5,000 U. S.) in prizes for. the best 


Mexican picture, best direction, top 
script and ace performance by an 
actor and actress in 1941. Awards 
are to be made at a big fiesta 
skedded for here in } PaEY 


G-B, Odeon Stock 
Up After Reports 
On Theatre Tieup 


London, Nov. 11. 
Gaumont-Britsh and Odeon shares 





.|went up last week following inside 


reports that the Odeon theatre cir- 
cuit may ally itself with G-B. Also 
reported that two directors of Odeon 
may win berths with Gaumont- 
British. 

Talk in N. Y. on Switch 

There have been reports for the 
last two weeks regarding a switch 
in control of Gaumont-British, latest 
being that General Film Distribu- 
tors was attempting to purchase a 
slice of G-B via a buy-in on Me- 
tropolis & Bradford Trust, a hold- 
ing company for a major portion of 
G-B shares. Later reports indicated 
that Isidore Ostrer had stepped down 
as managing director of G-B, and 
that deal apparently was going 
|through for GFD to secure domina- 
ition of G-B. 

Odeon circuit is one of the lead- 
|ing ones in Britain since taking over 
|operation of batch of Paramount the- 
| at tres in British Isles on a 99-year 
|lease about a year ago. Reportéd in 
| N. Y. that Par has no other con- 
inection with Odeon, Paramount 
| merely leasing its houses in Britain 
ito the latter. 


‘Yank- Aisin. Trade 


Pact Disappoints U. S. 
Distribs on n Film Hypo. 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. 

New Argentine-U, S. trade treaty, 
which was originally expected to! 
hypo film biz, hasn’t turned out that | 

way. Pact inked here last week not | 
only failed to give a shot in the arm 
to biz but left U. S. distribs with 
nothing to show for their efforts in} 
promoting increased U. S.-Argentine | 
trade. 

Distribs were 








mainly interested in 


| prints imported from the States. 
Duty is paid solely by weight. Pres- 
|ent rate of 34.10 pesos per kilo re- 
|mains in force. Duty on negative 
| prints, which is the same, is to be 
| reduced to 22..73 pesos after Argen- 
tine custom receipts reach 270,000,000 
pesos annually. This cut, which will 
amount to 33.3%, looks good on 
paper, byt means nothing since U. S. 
distribs import no negatives. Duty 
on virgin motion picture film, which 
is now 4.55 pesos per kilo, is reduced 
to 3.05 pesos immediately, a reduc- 
tion of 331-3%. This will benefit 
Argentine producers but do no good 
to the U. S. distribs. 

Nothing can be done about the 
treaty despite the beefing. U.S. Em- 
bassy officials, from Ambassador 
Norman Armour down, sought re- 
duction in the duty on film while the 
huddling was in progress, but Argen- 
tine government apparently was re- 
luctant to cut film duties, which 
represent a tremendous source of in- 
come. Since few Argentine films are 
imported to the States, there was no 
question of reciprocity, as in the case 
of many other products. 





Spain's Film Season Looks Dull; Nazi 
Pix Get Go-By for Latin-Americans 





Madrid, Oct. 22. 
With the release of ‘Sol de Va- 
lencia’ (‘Sun of Valencia’} in one 


of the capital’s deluxe showcases 
this week, Spain’s pic industry got 
off to another season with the usual 
accompanying hopes and aspirations, 

Undoubtedly the most dominant 
feature of the 1941-42 season will 
be the penury of new top-ranking 
Yank films. Some of the more or- 
dinary grade purchased from some 
of the indies, leftovers from last 
season and others of the older vin- 
tage from the West Coast may here 
and there break the dull monotony 
of what looks like a qualityless sea- 
son ahead. 

The greatest and most outstanding 
exception will be the release in the 
very near future of ‘Snow White,’ 
finally purchased for Spanish ex- 
ploitation after lengthy negotiations 
and much -wrangling. For weeks 
now the local press has been pub- 
licizing this pic—Spanish dubbed, 
which is now obligatory by law—by 
running obviously paid comments 
and sketches of the famed Disney 
characters. It will be shown in one 
of the Gran Via deluxers and shortly 
afterwards will be concurrently ex- 
hibited in various cities of the pen- 
insula. 


Germany has inherited the pre- 
dominant spot once held here by 
Hollywood. Despite the ideological 
tieup between Falangist Spain and 
Nazi Germany, however, the Spanish 
people don’t fancy the product from 
across the Rhine while the govern- 
ment itself is carrying on a hot 
flirtation with Latin-America and 
encouraging the exploitation of its 
films here. 

No Spanish Omelette 


Late in 1940 Spain launched a 
Hispanidad movement, which is cul- 
tural, spiritual and educational in 
aim and has the object of bringing 
the countries of Latin-America closer 
to the ‘motherland.’ Hints that Spain 
had political designs have been of- 
ficially denied here. On one hand 
Spain is sending her music, litera- 
ture, films and plays across the ocean 
and encouraging the dissemination 
of Latin-America’s counterparts here 
so that Latin-Americans can better 
appreciate their origins and the 
Spanish people their blood relations. 

Argentine and Mexican films have 
become increasingly popular here 
and already many from both Span- 
ish-American countries have been 
contracted for and will be shown 
throughout Spain during the coming 
months, 

In the past year many picts of 
Latin-American origin have been ex- 
hibited here. Recently the end of 
lan eight-week run of the Mexican 
film ‘Jalisca Nunca Pierdé’ was 
|marked at the Palacio de la Prensa 
|in Madrid. Argentine pic, ‘La Mo- 
lelo y la Estrella,’ was preemed at 
| the Callao here recently, and de- 
— a lukewarm press reception, 
will certainly run several weeks 
more before being transferred to 
nabe houses and the sticks. There 
are several other leftovers from last 
season showing in local nabe houses 
| Ww hile Barcelona and other cities are 
| showing first run picts now and ad- 
| vertising others to come. 

So while Germany gets one of the 
| favored spots because of ideological 
|reasons and political and financial 
exigencies, and Italy and France 
some of the leavings, Spanish Amer- 





ica will get the popular nod and 
eventually win the favored inside 
post. 


‘Cast, Technicians Set 


For Mex ‘Romeo’ Pic 


Mexico City, Nov. 11. 

Cast and technical staff have been 
selected for Marco Aurelio Galindo’s 
ambitious production of a Spanish 
picture version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
for Cinematografica Maga, S. A. 
Galindo is the brother of Alejandro 
Galindo, one of Mexico’s leading lm 


producers. Former has completed 
translating into Spanish Shakes- 
peare’s blank verse classic. He has 


also done the script. 

This ‘Romeo’ is to be a depariure. 
Costuming will be regional Mexican 
instead of 16th century European. 
Locale is Michoacan state. Featured 
are: Tomas Perrin, Romeo; Marina 
Tamayo, Juliet, and Julian Soler, 
Mercutio. Miguel Covarrubias, noted 
Mexican artist, is the art director 
and Gabriel Figueroa will handle the 
camera. Release is skedded for the 
late winter. 
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Leo Morrison Challenges Power 


Of SAG-AMG to Regulate His Biz 








Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Right of the Screen Actors Guild 
to usurp the policing powers of the 
State Labor Commissioner and re- 
voke an employment agency fran- 


chise is challenged by Leo Morrison | 


in a memorandum filed in Federal 


court which charges the Screen Ac-| i, were elected to the board of 


tors Guild threatened to fine him 
$5,000 or revoke his license unless 
he agreed te dismissal of his Su- 


perior Court action against the Feld- | 


man-Blum Agency and Marlene 
Dietrich. 

Screen Actors Guild’s action, in 
attempting to arbitrate whether he 
had the right to sue, is claimed by 
Morrison to be in violation of the 
Screen Actors 
agers Guild agreement. 

Morrison’s affidavit, filed with a 
memorandum in answer to the peti- 
tion by Screen Actors Guild for dis- 
missal of Morrison’s request for an 
injunction, states ‘neither plaintiff 
nor I have any grievance against 
actor-members of defendant, 
against Agents Guild as such. 


are all common victims of exploita- | 


tion by a few grasping individuals. 
Actors were grouped together under 
pretext of correcting certain evils 


altruistically presented to them, and | 


actors’ agents were banded together 
under pretext of movement to cor- 
rect certain malpractice conditions 
existing among agents, No attempt 
was ever made to correct such evils. 
Practically all that resulted was that 
actors have been paying Guild dues 
into the Guild and agents not only 
pay dues to their association but also 
pay percentage of their business 
income to defendants.’ 





No Foreign Market 
For ‘Chan,’ So 20th 


Guild-Artist Man- | 


nor | 
We | 


Thomson and Mannix 








Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
| Kenneth Thomson and E. J. Man- 


| directors of the Motion Picture So- 
lciety for the Americas, of which 
|Y. Frank Freeman is chairman. 

Other board members are Bert 
| Allenberg, Edward Arnold, Fred W. 
| Beetson, Sam Briskin, Frank Capra, 
| Sheridan Gibney, Samuel Goldwyn, 
| Louis B. Mayer, George J. Schaefer, 
|David O. Selznick, H. M. Warner, 
Walter Wanger, Cliff Work and 


| Darryl F. Zanuck. 


| 


‘SHORTS SERIES WILL 





REPLACE B’S AT WB 


i 





Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

For the first time since silent pic- 
|ture days, Warners is readying a 
|shorts series to take the place of B 
| product. 

New stories based on ‘Penrod’ and 
\‘Torchy’ are being written in ab- 
\breviated form for direction by B. 


Named MPSA Directors 


IATSE Linked By 


Mexican Producer In 





Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
Damage suit for $1,000,000 was 
filed in U. S. District Court against 
Warner Bros, by Miguel Contreras 
Torres, Mexican film producer, and 


IATSE, charging fraud and breach 
of contract 
picture, ‘Juarez,’ and the Spanish- 
language feature, 
Carlotta.’ 


Suit is aftermath of an earlier ac- 
tion in which Torres accused War- 
ners of lifting the Juarez story from 
his own picture about the Emperor 
and Empress of Mexico. First action 
was dropped, the complaint states, 
when Warners agreed to distribute 
the Mexican producer's English ver- 
sion of ‘Maximilian and Carlotta’ and 
to pay off debts contracted by Tor- 
res in filming the picture. These 
moneys were owed IATSE for tech- 
nicians and stage crews, the Screen 
Actors Guild for actors, and the 
Talisman Pictures Corp. for the use 
|of the studio, a total of $16,094. 


In addition Torres asks damages 
and profits assertedly due him from 
the distribution revenue of his pic- 
ture. He charges Warners with 
‘fraud and deception’ in the distri- 
bution of his picture which, he de- 
clares, was generally limited to grind 
houses in cheap territory. Plaintiff 
states he has not received a cent of 





$1,000,000 WB Suit 


involving the studio’s | 


‘Maximilian and | 


| Reeves Eaton, 


distribution revenue. 














Inside Stuff —Pictures 





} 
| 
| Warners’ Philly circuit and RKO are still wrangling over that hot 


potato, ‘Citizen Kane,’ which is still to be unveiled in Quakertown. 


Al- 


though it was screened in Reading, Harrisburg and other nearby smillar 
towns last summer, the Orson Welles pic can’t seem to get located in 


Philly, First Warners and RKO 
first block of five. 


couldn’t get together on terms for the 


Then when the deal was made, Warners got set to 
|}open the film at the Stanton, but RKO balked. 


The Stanton is usually 


Puts End to Series reserved for horse operaS and so-called ‘action’ pix, usually in the B 





Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Charlie Chan series was lopped off 


| category. RKO said that puttin 


g ‘Kane’ there would stamp it ‘in the 


| public’s mind as a second-rater and would make it tough to get any kind 


| of coin in the subsequent runs an 
| houses are booked up. 


And the 


d nabes. Warners argued that all other 
re it stands. Subrosa whisperings are 


the 20th-Fox production program as} that Warners isn’t anxious to play the film at all, because of touchy 


result of the loss of foreign markets, 
lack of story material and diffi- 
culties of selling cheaply-made films 
under the consent decree. Studio has 
made 26 pictures based on the ac- 
ventures of the Chinese detective. 


fiection on the 
Toler, who  succeéded Warner 
Oland in the title role. Chan was a 
heavy money-maker in the foreign 


and the American income is not 
enough to make profits. Exhibitors, 
studio officials declared, are not will- 
ing to pay first run prices on B pro- 
ductions when they can get sub- 
sequent dates on important product 
for almost the same money. 

Finis of the Chan series is in line 
with the general trend among ma- 
jor studios to eliminate inexpensive 
pictures and increase budgets 
others to meet competition under the 
new selling plan. 


KALMENSON’S TITLE, 





PREZ OF VITAGRAPH 





| Hearst situash. 


Although there are no Hearst rags in Philly, the chain 
| is said to fear repercussions in Hearst papers elsewhere. 





| Actor in New York for world premiere of picture was asked to attend 


| big charity banquet in a key city. 


Said he would love to but couldn’t 


obi ‘ | because he was due back on Coast at that time to begin a new film. So 
Westwood execs explained that the | happened that one of those in charge of affair had connections with stu- 
dropping of the series meant no re-| gio where actor was to report and he asked latter if he would put in an 


| said yes. 


work .of Sidney | appearance providing postponement could be arranged for kim. Actor 
Several hours later, through intervention of the banquet head, 


actor received a wire from Hollywood telling him he didn’t have to start 


until several days later. 


|up on Coast either until end of e 
for him. 


3 P Player immediately checked out of his New 
markets, but war ruined that field | york hotel, disappeared and never showed up at banquet. 


He didn’t show 
xtra time the eastern exec had obtained 





RKO acquired screen rights to ‘How to Meet a Man’ by default and 
doesn’t know what to do with the property. 


Story was originally slated 


for production by Gene Towne and Graham Baker, who ceased produc- 


tion activities on the lot before yarn was ready for filming. 
was spent on rewriting before the project was abandoned. 


About $60,000 
Towne and 


Baker were given until Oct. 28 to dispose of the property but have not 


|} done so. 


on | 


Studio execs have not decided what to do with the story. 





Tom Murtha is said to have insisted on the official statement made by 
| Jim Brennan, v.p. of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
| ployees, denying that he (Murtha) was succeeding George E. Browne as 


president. Statement was made 
| righted story to that effect. 


after the N.Y. Mirror printed a copy- 


Murtha is president of No. 4, Brooklyn stage- 
hands, and is also president of tre Central Trades & Labor Council, 





Ready to be touched off on the Warner lot is a $6,000,000 backlog of 
| features, the most costly accumulation since the consent decree. 


Waiting 


Title of president of Vitagraph, | for the final approval of the studio biggies are ‘Captains of the Clouds,’ 
Inc., Warner sales subsidiary, has ‘They Died With Their Boots On,’ ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘Kings 


been given to Ben Kalmenson, new | Row,’ “The Male Animal,’ ‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides,’ 
He | Night’ and ‘You’re In the Army Now.’ 


sales manager of the company. 


has also been made a member of the | 


Vitagraph board. 


Since Joseph Bernhard, v.p. of 


| Expansion of the Navy and its 


| the rigid rules about shooting backgrounds for Hollywood films. 


‘All Through the 





consequent drive for recruits is relaxing 
Various 


Warners parent company, has top | studios have been holding back Navy and marine pictures for lack of co- 
Ae ; | operation with the fleet, which has been coping with its own problems. 


jurisdiction over sales as well 
theatres, it is unlikely the spot 
e@ssistant general sales manager, 
formerly held by Carl Leserman, 
will be filled. 

In only one other company, Par, 
is there an assistant general sales 
manager | though in RKO Ned 
Depinet is v.p. over sales and Andy 
Smith there serves as general sales 
manager. 


Saga of Defense Workers 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Defense workers, femme and male, 
who toil at odd hours of the day or 
night, are the subject of a feature 
to be produced by Ralph Dietrich at 
20th-F'ox. 


as 








Jerry Sackheim is doing the story, | press cards from non-existe:t ‘syndicates.’ 
racketeers for $1 up 


titled ‘The SwWing-Shifters.’ 


of | With a recruiting campaign under way, it is figured that the Navy will 


| loosen its restrictions on studio cameramen. 





Suit of Sigmund Spaeth, composer and author, against Warner Bros. 


in N.Y. federal court. Dr. Spaeth 


Cohan. 





| Pictures, Inc., for $500,000 alleged libel, was discontinued Thursday (6) 


claimed he was libeled in ‘Naughty But 


Nice’ by the part played by Dick Powell, called Prof. Hardwick. An in- 
junction and accounting of profits also had been asked. 





Warners is using 158 separate sets, the largest number in the history of 
the studio, for filming ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ life story of George M. 
Former record on the Burbank lot was 110 for ‘Anthony Adverse.’ 
| Average set requirements run from 20 to 30. 





| Jimmy Cagney, once a hoofer, has a lot of footwork ahead in his next 

Warners starrer, ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ which calls for six strenuous 
; dances such as George M. Cokan did in his younger days when he was 
, bursting with energy. Cagney has gone into serious training. 





Broadway picture, legit and nitery press agents are being plagued by 
"teen-age kids trying to crash amusement spots on strength of phoney 


Cards are peddled by petty 


FILM BOOKING CHART 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—9/26/41 





You'll Never Get Rich (Col) 


9/24 cD 
Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) 10/29 Ww 
Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 7/30 D 
Death Valley Outlaws (Rep) 10/1 w 
Sailors on Leave (Rep) 10/8 Cc 
Lady Scarface (RKO) 7/23 D 
Last of the Duanes (20th) 9/10 D 
It Started With Eve (U) 10/1 D 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2 D 


88 sO. Astaire-R. Hayworth 

61 B. Jones-T. McCoy 

114. Boyer-O, de Havilland 
56 D. Barry-L. Merrick 

71 W.Lundigan-S. Ross 

65 D. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 

57 G. Montgomery-L. Roberts 
90 D. Durbin-C. Laughton 

134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/3/41 





Two Latins from Manhattan (Col) 10/1 D 
Father Takes a Wife (RKO) 17/16 Cc 
Man at Large (20th) 9/10 M 
Burma Convoy (U) 10,1 v 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/10/41 


65 J. Davis-J. Woodbury 
80) =6A. Menjou-G. Swanson 
70 M. Weaver-G. Reeves 
ov = C. Bickford-E. Ankers 





> 





Texas (Col) 10/8 Ww 
Lady Be Good (M-G) 7/1 MU 
Tonto Basin (Mono) w 
Skylark (Par) 9/10 c 
Mercy Island (Rep) 10/15 D 
Riders of Purple Sage (20th) 9/17 w 
Great Guns (20th) 9/10 Cc 
New Wine (UA) 7/13 MU 


110 


93 W. Holden-C, Trevor 

A. Sothern-E. Powell-R. Younj 
Range Busters 

C. Colbert-R. Milland 

R. Middleton-G. Dixcn 

G. Montgomery-M. Howard 
Laurel-Hardy 

I. Massey-A. Curtis 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/17/41 





Blonde From Singapore (Col) 9/3 D 67 = #F. Rice-L. Erickson 
Top Sargent Mulligan (Mono) Cc N. Pendieton 

Nothing But the Truth (Par) 7/30 C 89 B. Hope-P. Goddard 
All That Money Can Buy (RKO) 7/16 D 100. &£. Arnold-W. Huston 
Weekend in Havana (20th) 9/17 MU 8U A, Faye-J. Payne 
South of Tahiti (U) 10/22 D 7 8B, DonLevy-M. Montez 
Down Mexico Way (Rep) 10/29 M 77 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Jesse James at Bay (Rep) 10/15 W 56 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
The Maltese Falcon (WB) 10/1 D 100 4H. Bogart-M. Astor 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/24/41 





Three Girls About Town (Col) 10/22 Cc 
Buy Me That Town (Par) 7/30 cp 
Spooks Run Wild (Mono) 11/5 Cc 
The Gay Falcon (RKO) 9/17 D 
Gauchos of Eldorado (Rep) Ww 
Flying Cadets (U) 10/15 D 
The Masked Rider (U) 10/8 w 
Lydia (U) 8/20 RM 
Moon Over Her Shoulder (20th) 10/22 CD 





90 
68 
62 
67 


J. Blondel-B. Barnes 

L. Nolan-C. Moore 

B. Lugosi-East Side Kids 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 

B. Sieel 


60 W. Gargan-E. Lowe 


57. J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
103 M. Oberon-E. M. Oliver 
68 L. Barri-J. Sutton 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/31/41 





Smiling Through (M-G) 








9/17 RD 100 J.MacDonald-B. Aherne 
New York Town (Par) 17/36 RD 75 M. Martin-E. McMurray 
Dumbo (RKO) 10/1 71 (Disney Cartoon) 
Appointment for Love (U) 10/29 CD 88 M.Sullavan-C. Boyer 
All American Co-ed (UA) 10/8 M 170 F.Langford-J. Downs 
Sundown (UA) 10/15 M 90 G. Tierney-B. Cabot 
Public Enemy (Rep) D P. Terry-W. Barrie 
One Foot in Heaven (WB) 10/1 D 106 


F. March-M. Scott 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/7/41 





The Stork Pays Off (Col) 11/12 


Cc 
Ziss Boom Bah (Mono) MU 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) 11/12 Cc 
Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 
The Devil Pays Off (Rep) D 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 8/17 € 
Smali Town Deb (20th) 10/22 cD 
Swing It Soldier (U) 10/29 M 
Target for Tonight (WB) (British) 10/15 


9/10 


Ladies in Retirement (Col) 





68 
62 
60 


M. Rosenbloom-R. Hudson 
G. Hayes-P. Hayes 
F. Darro-M. Jones 


80 B. Crosby-M. Martin 
W. Wright-O. Masson 

67 A. Shirley-J. Craig 

72 J. Withers-J. Darwell 

66 K.Murray-F. Langford 

48 Documentary 

91 I. Lupino-L, Hayward 





Secrets of a Lone Wolf (Col) 





The Men in Her Life (Col) 


11/5 D 
You Belong to Me (Col) 10/29 Cc 
Double Trouble (Mono) Cc 
Skylark (Par) Cc 
Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 Cc 
Moonlight in Hawaii (U) 10/15 Cc 
Quiet Wedding (U) 3/5 cD 
The Missouri Outlaw (Rep) w 
They Died with Their Boots On (WB) D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/14/41 


M W. William-B. Ford 
I Killed a Man (Mono) M 71 R. Cortez 
Suspicion (RKO) 9/24 D 102 CC. Grant-J. Fontaine 
Miss Polly (UA) 11/5 C 44 Z. Pitts-S. Summerville 
Sierra Sue (Rep) 11/12 w 64 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Paris Calling (U) D R. Scott-E. Bergner 
Hot Spot (20th) 10/22 cD 388 B. Grable-V. Mature 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 M_ 85 R. Reagan-O. Bradna 
International Lady (UA) 10/15 D 100 


I, Massey-G. Brent 





/21/41 


89 L. Young-C. Veidt 


93 +B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda 
H. Langdon 
C.Colbert-R. Milland 

75 E. Bergen-L. Ball 

59 J. Frazee-J. Downs 

75. M. Lockwood-D. Farr 


R. Barry-L. Merrick 
E. Flynn-O. DeHaviliand 





Go West Young Lady (Col) 


Cc 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) w 
Night of January 16 (Par) 9/10 D 
Mexican Spitfire’s Baby (RKO) 9/10 Cc 
Marry the Boss’s Daughter (20th) Cc 
Keep ’Em Flying (U) Cc 
Twin Beds (UA) Cc 
Fiesta (UA) MU 
Rise and Shine (20th) Cc 
Corsican Brothers (UA) M 
Blues in the Night (WB) 11/5 D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11 


‘28/41 


SSS 


P. Singleton-G. Ford 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
R. Preston-E. Drew 
L. Velez-L. Errol 

B. Joyce-G. Montgomery 
Abbott and Costello 

G. Brent-J. Bennett 

A. Ayars-G. Negrete 

L. Darnell-J. Oakie 

D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 
P. Lane-B. Field 


80 
70 


89 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/5/41 





Sing for Your Supper (Cdl) Cc 
Borrowed Hero (Mono) Cc 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 
Swamp Water (20th) 10/22 D 
Don’t Get Personal (U) Cc 


B. Rogers-J. Falkenberg 
A. Baxter-F. Rice 

A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
W. Brennan-W. Huston 
H. Herbert-M. Auer 


67 
90 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Aldrich for President (Par) Cc 
Glamour Boy (Par) 9/10 Cc 
Married Bachelor (M-G) 9/10 Cc 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 C 


7 /30 


Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 cD 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 Cc 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 Cc 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 w 


Playmates (RKO) 11/12 MU 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 








Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 cD 
Kathleen (M-G)_ 11/12 D 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 . 
A Date With the Falcon (RKO) 11/12 M 


73° +=J. Lyden-J. Preisser 

739 J. Cooper-S. Foster 

81 R. Young-R. Hussey 

97 ~W. Powell-M. Loy 

94 G. Garbo-M. Douglas 

96 R. Russell-D. Ameche 

94 «J. Gielgud-D. Wynwaréd 

66 D. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 

64 T. Holt-M. Douglas 

95 K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
120 W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 

82 R. Russell-W. Pidgeon 

88 S.Temple-H. Marshal 

67 R. Bolger-A. Shirley 

63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
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FREDRIC MARTHA 


MARCH * SCOTT 
“ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN’ ilies 


with BEULAH BONDI * GENE LOCKHART eal”, 
ELISABETH FRASER * HARRY DAVENPORT Sg %. 
LAURA HOPE CREWS * GRANT MITCHELL 
Screen Play by Casey Robinson 
Music by Max Steiner 


Directed by IRVING RAPPER 
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Wis.-Mich. Indies in Convention Call 


Consent Decree's Rules ‘Unworkable’ 





vi 


Milwaukee, Nov. 11. 

Belief that Consent Decree regula- 
tions are unworkable and will soon 
be a thing of the past was expressed 
generally at the third annual conven- 
tion of the Independent Theatre Pro- 
tective association of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan held Tuesday and 
Wednesday (4-5) at the Hotel 
Schroeder here. Plans for the ab- 
olition of the present rules and sub- 
stitution of more practical procedure 
are now being plotted, not only here 
but generally, although what form 
these measures will take is not being 
told. 

Attending the confab here were 
160 exhibs, the largest number ever 
gathered together in this area, and 
their enthusiasm was attributed - to 
the realization that only through 
unified action can they hope to ob- 
tain relief from many of the prob- 
lems besetting them. Secrecy sur- 
rounded much of their discussion; in 
fact, Sidney Samuelson, of Eastern 
Pennsylvania Allied, swore his 
hearers not to disclose what had 
transpired in their executive ses- 
sions. 

Discontinuance of operations under 
the Consent Decree must come back, 
say the exhibs, for various reasons. 
Pictures are no better than they 
were before, although prior to the 
C.D. the optimists had predicted the 
new regulations would result in finer 
product that would assure better 
boxoffice take. Opinion was ex- 
pressed that the producers, for their 
own benefit, always try to make 





good pictures. 
Increased Rentals 

Increased selling costs made nec- 
essary by the C.D. are another | 
monkey-wrench in the machinery, | 
for the exhibs simply cannot pay 
any more. Many of them have tried | 
to get by through the purchase of | 
more product from the smaller pro- | 
ducers, but this doesn’t work out 
either. Then, too, the putting of two | 
or three pictures out of every Block 
of Five on a_ percentage basis 
cramps the exhibs still further, and | 
the assertion was made that every 
time a picture looks anything like 
boxoffice it is put in the percentage 
class, 

While the exhibs are generally op- 
posed to fees paid ASCAP and dis- | 
cussed it fully, it was decided to | 
take no definite action at this time, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
pending settlement of various angles | 
| 


| sul, Columbia, Republic and United 


| combination 


Tradeshows This Week 


Wed., Nov. 12—H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.,, and Tarzan’s Secret 
Treasure’ (M-G), in all ex- 
change cities. 

Thurs., Nov. 13—'Marry the 
Boss’ Daughter,’ ‘Cadet Girl’ 


and ‘Confirm or Deny’ 
(20th), in all exchange 
cities. 

Fri.. Nov. 14—‘Rise and Shine’ 
and ‘The’ Perfect Snob’ 
(20th), -in all exchange 
cities. 








R. D. Goldberg, 
Pix Cos. Sued In 
Omaha Restraint 


Omaha, Nov. 11. 

Nebraska Attorney General Walter 
R. Johnson filed an anti-monopoly 
suit against 10 producers and exhibi- 
tors Saturday (8) in Douglas county 
district court. Johnson in his peti- 
tion asks defendants be ‘enjoined 
from restraining trade and com- 
mnerce.’ 


Defendants: R. D. Goldberg Thea- 


tres, Inc., and Goldberg, Paramount, 
RKO, Vitagraph, 20th-Fox, Univer- 


Artist Corp. All maintain branch 
offices in Omaha. 


Warner 


| WB-Lansdowne ‘Peace,’ 
Want Pa. Suit Dropped 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
Morris Wolf, attorney for Stanley- 
circuit, yesterday (Mon.) 
asked Federal Court Judge J. Cullen 
Ganey to dismiss the $250,000 dam- 
age suit filed by the Harrison broth- 
ers, owners of the Landsdowne, on 
the grounds that a settlement had 
already been effected. Wolf de- 
clared that Warners had lived up 
to its end of the agreement, which 
consisted of leasing the house for 
a period of 10 years and cutting in 
the Harrisons for a part of the 


| profits. 


Arthur Arnold, attorney for the 
Lansdowne interests, asked that the 
hearing be recessed until Wednes- 
day (12) because he had insufficient 
time to study the case, only having 
been retained last Friday. Wolf de- 
murred, stating he had brought sev- 
eral witnesses from out-of-town, and 
a delay would cause ‘needless ex- 
pense and hardship.’ 

Judge Ganey bawled out Arnold 
and then, upon stipulation from 
Wolf and Morris Pfaelzer, 2d, as- 
sociate counsel, agreed to the .post- 
ponement. In the meantime, he sug- 
gested that both sides ‘get together’ 
and settle their differences. The at- 
torneys got into a huddle, but up to 
late Monday there had been no set- 
tlement. 

The Lansdowne suit was believed 
to have been a dead issue when 
Warners took over the house last 
July. The suit was filed 18 months 
ago, naming as defendants Warners 


‘and the five major distribs. 


The Harrisons charged that the 
defendants entered into a conspiracy 
to change the zoning of the ter- 
ritory as soon as they had assumed 
operation of the house, which had 








Petition alleges defendants dis- 
tribute about 80% of all feature film 


|} in Omaha and it’s impossible to op- 


erate there unless pictures of de- 
fendant distributors are made avail- 
able to such theatres for exhibition 
upon reasonable terms and condi- 
tions. 

Johnson also charges exhibs own 
and operate circuit of first subse- 
quent run houses and that they have 
‘unlawfully and in violation of the 
laws of -Nebraska entered into a 
and conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade and commerce and 
to monopolize the motion picture 
trade.’ He charges defendants have 
refused to furnish or negotiate for 


to the situation now in controversy, | furnishing of picture. to the Admiral 


legal and otherwise, in other states. 
That picture patrons along the 
Main streets of Wisconsin's cities 
and towns are looking for pictures 
that will make them laugh was the 
general opinion of the exhibs, while 
none of them had heard a single 
complaint from their customers that 
any picture was 
war. The only propaganda talk any 
of them had heard, they said, eman- 
ated from Washington, D. C. 
William Ainsworth, Fond du Lac. 
was re-elected president: A. C. Gut- 
enberg, Milwaukee, vice president: 
A. C. Berkhcltz, West Bend, treas- 
urer; Mark Morgan, Cedarburg, sec- 


retary, and Harry Perlewitz, Mil- 
waukee, executive secretary and 
business manager. Directors: 


Charles Trampe, George Fischer and 
Gutenberg, all of Milwaukee: F. J. 
McWilliams, Madison: Lucille Forbes, 
Merrill; Ben Marcus, Ripon; John 
Adler, Marshfield; William Smith. 
Menomonie, Max Krofta, Racine 
Ainsworth, Morgan and Berkholtz. 


SCG Joins CSU 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 


4, ; _ 4 } 
Studio crafts membersh p in the 


recently organized Conference of 
Studio Unions w boosted to over 
4,000 with the Screen Cartoonists 


Guild on Monday ‘10) night voting 
effiliation and approval of the con- 
stitution. a 


Conference is set up to protect au- | 


tonomy and present a united front. 
Only AFL unions are admitted to 
membership. 





The Bard Barred 


Hollywood, Név. 11. 

‘To be or Not 
Shakespearean drama, went into 
production after a week of dress re- 
hearsals with Carole Lombard and 
Jack Benny co-starring. 

Comedy is being produced by 
Ernst Lubitsch for release by Alex- 
ander Korda through United Art- 
ists, 





‘propaganda’ for | 


to Be,” not a/| 


or Epstein theatres here. 


+3 CHANGES OF PIX OK: 
| ONE MUST BE SLUFFO 





Detroit, Nov. 11. 


Issuing a full text on his decree, 
Federal Judge Frank A Picard 
granted the Roxy and Mayfair here 
right to continue to use three 


|changes of bills weekly, providing 
|one of the weekly bills is made up 
of repeats, foreign, western pictures 
or reissues. 

An original opinion in the 
had limited the houses to two 
changes a week of ‘major’ product, 
but the complete text restored to 
them their customary three changes 
of bill weekly with the stipulation 
| that one be a sluff-off bill. His de- 
cree exempts the present 
son from the terms of his ruling. 

In the original finding in the Fed- 
eral suit, brought by the Midwest 
Theaters against the 


Caseé 


also 


sS@a- 


Theaters,. Judge Picard had held ji 
terstate commerce was involved in 
the local suit and that Co-op had 


been inviolation in the past of vio- 
lation of the Anti-Trust act. 


Reade’s ‘Largest Outdoor 
Pool in U.S.’ at Asbury Pk 


Asbury Park, Novy. 11. 
Walter Reade, who owns string of 
houses and beach-front concessions 
here, has just purchased an ocean- 
front square block in 
Asbury, at Kingsley and Ocean. He 
paid $400,000 to Central Hanover 


| Bank & Trust Co., of New York, for | 


| the plot, and will erect the ‘largest 
outdoor swimming pool in the 
United States’ on the site. Reade 
announced it will be built of con- 
crete and steel and will be used for 
daytime water sports and evening 
performances similar to the Acqua- 
cade performances conducted at 
World’s Fair. 
Work starts immediately to have 
it ready by next summer. 


Cooperative 


the heart of | 


previously been leased to Warners. 
The amount. asked is triple dam- 
ages, allowed under the Sherman 
and Clayton anti-trust act. 


SPG SEEMS CERTAIN 
TO TIE IN WITH CIO 





| Results of balloting by the Screen 
| Publicists Guild of New York on 
|proposed affiliation with 
| will be made known at the regular 


the CIO 


'monthly membership meeting tomor- 
l'row (Thursday). Mail ballots went 


|out several weeks ago and now are | 


being counted in preparation for 


the meeting. 

| Members had a choice of voting 
for CIO or remaining independent. 
Little sentiment among SPGers for 
the AFL caused that organization 
/not even to be offered as a choice. 
j It’s expected that the CIO affilia- 
|tion will triumph, as entire leader- 
ship of the Guild came out in fa- 
vor of it before the election. Numer- 
ous AFL handouts mailed and de- 
livered to SPG members are under- 
stood to have had small effect on the 
vote. 


Bicycling to a Relative 
Pops Up in Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, Nov. 11. 
Bicycling of film from one theatre 
with the 
only one 


show busi- 


the practice was 


to another surreptitiously, 
exchenge collecting from 
house, is no novelty in 
ness, but attacked 


from a new angle for the first time 


in Wisconsin courts this past week | 
when Loew’s. Inc., brought suit here | 
fo1 alleged copyright violation 

against the Pol-Sil Theatre Corp 

and Manning Silverman. 


Loew's, through its Milwaukee 


legal rep, Harold Shapiro, began the | 


action in Federal district court as 
the result of an alleged unauthorized 
| showing of a single reel titled ‘Art 
| Gallery’ in the Ogden theatre, with- 
out the plaintiff's permission. It is 
claimed the film was rented to the 
Fern, operated by a relative of Sil- 
verman’s, then shown also at the 
Ogden. 

The court is asked to restrain the 
defendants from further alleged 
copyright violations and to award 
the plaintiff damages of not less than 
$250 for the showing of this one- 
reeler, 

A number of 


similar cases are 
hanging fire here, according to 
Shapiro, but indications are that 
they will be settled out of court. 








Always Belittlin’ 





Rossford, O., Nov. 11. 

Mayor Fred Uffman, of this 
city, was host to all the children 
in the community at a theatre 
party last Saturday (8) from 2 
to 6 p.m. during which he char- 
tered the Ross theatre. Mayor 
Uffman said that no act of van- 
dalism or property damage was 
reported to village officials dur- 
ing the Hallowe’en season, and 
so far as could be learned, no 
windows of cars, homes or busi- 
ness places were soaped. He 
said this record deserved some 
sort of a reward. 

P. S.—A heavy rain may have 
had something to do with the 
unusually good boys and girls. 


Camp Theatres 
Clearance Cut 


But B.0. Still OK 


Formerly having 30, 60 and as 
much as 90 days’ clearance over 
nearby army camps, exhibitors in 
the affected areas are complaining 
against shortening of the protection 
by the distributors but the latter, it 
is claimed, are doing the best they 
can under the circumstances. 

Distribs, under reported pressure 
from the army, have cut the clear- 
ance to from one up to 30 days for 
theatres in zones which are consid- 
ered to be in competition with army 
| film showings. However, the clear- 
ance reduction for the first run re- 
sults in subsequent houses playing 
| films at the same time they are be- 
|ing shown in the camps or later, but 
asserted that the exhibs have less 
of a complaint to raise than they 
are because they are all doing well. 

What the operator near to an army 











| 
| 





Expect 20th, RKO and M-G to Follow 
Par and WB Selling in Minnesota 


In view of the fact Warner Bros. 
has broken down and now wants to 
sell Minnesota, following the lead 
taken several weeks ago by Par in 
applying to the courts for exemp- 
tion from the decree, consideration 
anew to servicing the state is re- 
ported by other consenting distribs, 
20th-Fox, RKO and Metro. Under- 
stood that while the situation has 
remained status quo with these com- 
panies, momentary decisions may be 
expected. 

Either today (Wednesday) or to- 
morrow (Thursday) RKO may have 
made up its mind what to do and 
likely may be the third company to 
make application before Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in N. Y. Federal 
court for the right to anti-decree 
selling in Minnesota. 

If RKO decides to get into the 
Minnesota pie rather than leave the 
field open to Par, Warners and non- 
consent companies, it is regarded as 
certain that similar moves by 20th 
and Metro will be little more than 
formalities. All three companies, 
RKO, Metro and 20th, have a con- 
siderable number of pictures ready 
for Minnesota accounts if they decide 
to __ sell. Twentieth particularly 
would have a_e sales advantage 
since several of its 1941-42 films have 
already proved themselves at the 
boxoffice in 47 other states. 

Move on the part of Warners to 
apply for exemption from the de- 
cree, so that it could service Minne- 
sota, is a reversal of the stand taken 
by Grad Sears when he was sales 
chief of the company. Hearing on 
the Warner application before Judge 
Goddard will be held Friday (14). 
It’s a foregone conclusion that since 
Par was granted the order to sell 
outside of decree provisions, War- 
ners will get the same. 

In view of the fact that hearing on 


| the appeal of the distribs in the Min- 





|camp loses in the way of soidier | 
| patronage within the training | 
grounds, he is said to more than 


|}make up through visitors to the 
camps, friends of trainees and sol- 
diers themselves who take relatives 
(or girl friends outside of quarters to 
see pictures. Local booms have also 
| contributed. 

In obtaining shorter clearance so 
| that the camps could get film quicker, 
| army authorities passed a regulation 
|providing that no civilians, includ- 





|ing those doing manual or other la- | 


|bor around camps, could be ad- 
mitted to the shows. Thus, relatives, 
friends, others, have to go to a reg- 
ularly operated theatre if wanting to 





see a film while visiting téwns in 
| which or near which camps are lo- 
cated. 


After the army started drafting 
boys, the complaint was made that 
many of them had seen most of the 
camp films back home. The distrib- 
utors were then asked to remove 
booking restrictions. so that the 
| selectees wouldn't have to wait up to 
90 days for the pictures. 


PRIORITY ON TIN MAY 
UP SHIPPING COSTS 


The American film business felt 
the impact of the 
priorities 


Government 
setup in this country last 
| week when it was revealed that the 
shortage of tin threatens to double 
; the duty on shipment into many 
'South American countries. While 
only a comparatively small amount 
of tin is used for lining cases in 


Americas, dearth of the material 
may force American distributors to 
| employ customary cans in complying 
| with shipping regulations. 

While use of these cans, avoided 
presently because of the increased 
weight, complies with fire regula- 
tions on board ship, it virtually 
doubles the heft of each shipment. 
In several South American countries, 
duty is figured via weight of articles. 

Present method is to wrap films in 
oil paper and then pack in light- 
weight cases lined with tin as safe- 
' guard against fire. 





which films are shipped to Latin- | 


nesota action seeking an injunction 
against the state’s full-line law and 
20% cancellation, comes up Nov. 24, 
the RKO-Metro-20th group may wait 
until then. 

The Par order to sell Minnesota 
was granted pending determination 
of the constitutionality of the state's 
sales statute. Company began selling 
the state Monday (3) and reported it 
is meeting early resistance in the 
face of the contractual demands for 
all of its 1941-42 product. 

Selling Looks Okay 
Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 

Despite the boycott proclaimed 
against Paramount by Northwest 
Allied,* because of its stiff contract 
demands since it started selling un- 
der the state anti-consent decree law 
Nov.-3, the company reports a con- 
siderable number of out-of-town 
deals already closed. It has become 
known that some of the buyers are 
Northwest Allied members Con- 
tracts have been coming in every 
day from independent’ exhibitors 
hard put for enough films to keep 
their theatres open because of non- 
selling by the four other decree com- 
panies and United Artists. 

In connection with the Northwest 
Allied ‘protest’ meeting at which 
Paramount was raked over the coals 
and those present voted to close their 
theatres rather than buy at anything 
like the company’s terms, the trade 
points out that only President E. L. 
Peaslee and Twin City members and 
directors were present. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul inde- 
pendent exhibitors, who mainly were 
responsible for enactment of the 
state anti-consent decree law requlr- 
ing companies to sell 
season’s product 
minimum cancellation 
ways successfully have resisted per- 
centage demands, 
case of M-G-M and a few 
specials. Now, however, it 
that if all the other companies, be- 
Paramount, come around to 
selling, the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
independents may have to swallow 
large doses of percentage. What 
especially irks the Twin City indies 
is that Par is insisting on percentage 
for Minneapolis and St. Paul—the 
same as the rest of the territory. Its 
deal is two at 50%, four at 40, two at 


their entire 
subject to a 20' 

privilege, al- 
excepting in the 
isolated 


appears 


sides 


| 35 and the rest flat. 








Tuttles Go Gay 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
‘The Gay Tuttles,” nee ‘The Tut- 
tles of Tahiti,” went into production 
on the RKO-Pathe lot, with Charles 
Laughton starring and Jon Hall and 
Margaret Drake as romantic leads. 
Film is directed by Charles Vido 
and produced by Soi Lesse” en 
51-day shooting schedule. 
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ISTEN TO LOEW 


Here’s the tip-off to Loew's Circuit Managers (and to 
you!) Reprinted from their confidential house-organ: 














"TARZAN'S SECRET TREASURE" 
IS EXCITING ENTERTAIMENT 
FOR YOUNG AND OLD! LET'S 
HAVE EXCITING CAMPAIGNS ! 



































No. 3091 November 6th, 1941 

=——S— > —~. ——— 
LIFE BEGINS FOR *Tarzan's Secret Treasure” is the best Tarzan picture so far ! 
JORNNY TARZAN = That's what everybody said in the projection room today. More 
a . excitement! More conflict! More action! More comedy! More 


Tarzans! If your customers would like to grab a jungle vine and swing themselves 
right out of this world and go soaring thru a jolly, care-free, make-believe adven- 
ture, tell 'em to see this new Tarzan. Here is verfect escapist entertainment! 3; 
Tarzan discovers gold. So will you! ;:: There is more comedy in this one than ever 
‘before. Barry Fitzgerald supplies it! .::: Tarzan, who met debutante in his last 
picture, still has her; Maureen, flower of the jungle, has her hands full with big 


arzan and little junior, plus @ pickaninny who's come to live with ‘em. :::; Cheeta, 

the chimpanzee, is terrific; should be billed! %::: This may be your Christmas holi- , 

day picture! ;:: P.S.--Weissmuller talks! . 
* * *x K nm we 
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Above: Exciting accessories and ads. This 24-Sheet makes a stunning cut-out! 
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STUDIOS OKAY 
WORK PACT 
WITH SOEG 


Hollywood, Nov. 11 

Accord between the Screen Office 
Employes Guild and producer repre- 
sentatives from Metro, RKO, Colum- 
bia, Republic Universal was 
achieved after an all-day session, at 
which it was agreed to sign the pact 
some time this week after the at- 
torneys have drawn up the contract. 

Film companies were represented 
by Homer Mitchell, attorney, 
Fred Pelton, producer labor contact. 
On the union side were Glenn Pratt, 
business representative of SOEG; 
Herbert Sorrell, of Moving Picture 
Painters Local 644, in which SOEG is 
officially installed; Lyle Shrader, in- 
ternational representative of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America, and 


and 


George E. Bodle, attorney for the | 


Guild. 


SCREEN LIBRARY AT 
DENVER UNIVERSITY 


Denver, Nov. 11. 

The first complete library of the 
motion picture industry is to be es- 
tablished at Denver University. 
This is made possible by the financ- 
ing purchases being made by the 
Rocky Mountain Screen Club. Per- 
sons possessing interesting data on 
the industry are being asked to join 
the movement as donors. Rare 
books and films will be kept in the 
Treasure Room and vault of the 
Mary Reed Library at the univer- 
sity, where anyone can write for 
information and advice on films, and 
books that are not rare will be sent 
postpaid on proper guarantees. 

The collection will be under the 
supervision of three representing the 
university and three representing 
the Screen Club, with Rick Ricket- 
son, president of the club, heading 
the club’s representatives. 

Films, books and articles that are 
too-rare or impossible to keep will 
be filmed on the recordad. This 
film record, guaranteed to last a 
century, will be preserved in fire- 
proof vaults. 

An advisory committee, to be 
headed by Cecil B. deMille, and 
composed of other leading producers 
and directors, will be named. 


60-Year-Oldster Loses 











\ 





$700 Banko, Suicides 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 
Because the district court decided 
against him in his suit to collect a 
theatre $700 ‘bank night’ prize, Au- 
gust Malmberg, 60, told his wife he 
had been ‘cheated’ and then commit- 
ted suicide by hanging. 


On the grounds that he had been 
improperly registered, the Avalon, 
local neighborhood theatre, refused 


to pay Malmberg the $700 ‘bank 
night’ cash prize which he thought 


he had won and which he claimed. | 
action 
which had been pending since last 


He then brought the court 


winter. 





Associated of Michigan 


Acquires Strand, Cincy 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 

Moving beyond its original field, 
Associated Theatres of Michigan has 
moved into Ohio. The southeastern 
Michigan circuit has taken over the 
operation of the Strand, Cincinnati. 
The 1,700-seat house was bought 
outright for approximately $400,000 
with another $30,000 indexed for re- 
modeling. 

Mort Maius, field manager for the 
circuit, will be in charge at the open- 
ing. 


Siodmak Megs ‘Divorce’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Robert Siodmak, recently with 
Paramount, moved to 20th-Fox to di- 
rect ‘The Night Before the Divorce,’ 
slated to roll Dec. 1. 

Picture, produced by Ralph Die- 
trich, is based on a stage play by 
Ladislas Fodor. 





and | 


Roach Starts ‘Orchid’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

Hal Roach pulled the throttle 
(Mon.) on another — streamliner, 
‘Brooklyn Orchid,’ which has noth- 
ing to do with the baseball Dodgers. 

Kurt Neumann directs, with Mar- 
jiorie Woodworth, Joe Sawyer and 
William Bendix in the top spots 





| 
| 


Army Shows 
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DRIVE-IN GOES 
ICE RINK FOR 
ER 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Nov. 11. 
What to do with a Drive-In cine- | 
the winter been | 


ma during has 





next Monday (17) in preparation for 


going on the road a week later. 


In the meantime, first of the legit | 
shows to tour the camps went into | 
|rehearsals Monday (10). It is ‘My | 
Sister Eileen,’ with Ronald Hammond 
directing. ‘Cuckoos on the Hearth’ 
and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ are sup- 
| posed to start casting and rehearsing 
in time for a Dec. 1 debut, although 
that they can be ready on that short | 
notice appears unlikely now. Legiters 
will be budgeted at around one-half 
of the musical revues. 


Still Lethargic 


Lethargy which has marked the 
|camp entertainment program for 
more than a year still hangs on, de- 
spite the fact that $640,000, according 
to official announcement, has been 
turned over to CSI by the USO to 
put on the shows. Apparently a 
couple of slow-moving cogs in CSI 
with lack of vision to see the need 
for speed and breadth of entertain- 
ment are holding up the program 
again. Promise of 21 shows in the 
camps by Dec. 8, made some weeks 
ago, looks to be growing dimmer 
and dimmer. 

Appointments to CSI staff during 
the past week include Vic Leighton 
as chief booker and Saul Abraham 
as boss of managers on the road. 


| solved by 


Don Long, who operates 
the Drive-In two miles west of here 
on U. S. Highway No. 30. 

He is changing it to an ice-skating 
rink, and plans to offer shorts, fea- 
turing bands, to accompany the skat- 
ers. A parking area will be provided 
at the back of the grounds and an 
enclosed, heated stand will be pro- 
vided for changing skates, The park- 


ing space will be arranged so that 
spectators may sit in their cars and 
watch not only the skaters but also 
the shorts. 

Long also plans to present one or 
two special professional ice shows 
during the season. 


BANKO ILLEGAL !N WIS., 
EXHIBS NEED NOT PAY 


Madison, Wis., Nov. 1i. 
Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., of Den- 
ver, which is said to have collected 
a fortune in ‘royalties’ from ‘Bank 
Nights’ held in Wisconsin theatres 
over a several year period, is all out 








Both have long been road agents 

and are members of the Theatrical 
Managers & Agents union. 
Equity’s Attitude 

In a statement issued by Equity, 





| it is indicated that progress in shap- | 


ing the policy of shows to play army 
| camps has been made. 
ef salary. Stated that 
but at the same time salaries of leads 
will hardly be comparable to the 
pay on Broadway or the road. Top 
|salary for camp shows is stated to 
| be $125 weekly. That figure is con- 
sidered moderate in light of the fact 
\that playing the camps will be any- 
|thing but an easy assignment. 


| Equity, in obtaining a general out- | 


| line of conditions and pay for the 


|camp showings, made the contact 
|with CSI. Announcement does | 
not mention the name of Eddie 


Dowling and it is explained that 
| Equity has ‘been unable to reach 
| him although attempts to do so were 
| frequent. 

Statement was made in answer to 
a communication sent Equity by an 
independent group of unemployed 


actors, who asked what Egquity’s 
aims were in regards to the camp 
shows. Stated definitely that m 


indie bunch of actors will be recog- 
nized, no sketches or plays from 
such will be accepted, and 
that casting information will only be 
disseminated from Equity or the of- 
fices of Camp Shows, Inc., in the St 
James theatre building. 


sources 


Group of 450 actors who met in 


|}attempt to push Equity into action 
to speed up casting of Army shows 
got short shrift from the sharply- 
worded statement, which even for- 


| bids Equity members to take part in | 
any such groups as that which met | 


at Union Church. 


The four or five companies of 
young actors who \have been re- 
hearsing plays on their own initi- 


ative in hope of having them audi- | 


tioned by Camp Shows, Inc., were 
also outlawed by Equity. Declaring 
| that it was also speaking for CSI, 


with the latter’s permission, Equity | 


| declared CSI will not give auditions 
|to such volunteer groups. Equity 
members were prohibited from par- 
ticipation in them. 

Among disclosures in the Equity 
statement was that camp shows will 
be classified as productions and not 
stock, and that Noble Sissle has been 
commissioned by CSI to produce a 
Negro revue to tour camps where 
Negro troops are stationed. State- 
ment added: 

‘The first companies will begin 
their tours on or about Dec. 1. 
Transportation will be furnished by 
CSI. Each company will be fur- 


One of the | 
|important points decided was that | 
the Equity | 
| minimum of $50 will not be general, | 


New York a couple weeks ago in an | 


| of luck in its efforts to collect 
| moneys allegedly still due it from a 
| large number of houses in this state 

that used this business stimulator 
| during the dark days of the depres- 
sion. The Wisconsin supreme court 
this past week refused to permit use 


| Gestapo Journalism = 
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planation except the knowledge that several months before Peters left 
this is a reprisal for some fancied) Berlin the Foreign Office had scored 
wrong to a German national in the a major victory, It was in the finis 


United States, became very real | of Prof. Carl Boehmer, former lec- 
when exactly that happened to; turer at Princetan, the Propaganda 


United Press correspondent Richard! Ministry contact. He was arrested 
Hottelet last winter, declared Peters. | by the Gestapo and lodged in a cell, 
Handy Patsys | at least partially as a result of tattle- 

With virtually no other Americans, talking by Dr. Paul Schmidt, the 
left in Berlin, the correspondents are Foreign Office press contact. Last 
the only U. S. citizens the Germans | SPTne, Boehmer, a former news- 





| can lay their hands on when seeking | P@Perman whom the correspondents 


a hostage, explained the returned| rather diked, got into an argument 
Times reporter. , With the Bulgarian minister at a 
Retroactive censorship that gets| diplomatic reception and let drop 
the American writers down is the| that Germany would shortly go to 
brand that never wields a blue pen- | war with Russia. It got back to 
cil on copy (except radio scripts) in| Goebbels and Schmidt, who saw that 
advance of publication, but results | Eoehmer’s indiscreetness was called 
in the correspondent’s being called| to the attention of the proper parties, 

on the carpet for something he wrote | Russian News Bottled Up 

yesterday and which appeared this , . ; 

, Incidentally,’ Peters pointed ou? 
morning. wes 
this knowledge, that every corre- 


‘There’s no verboten list issued,’ — 
Peters said. ‘You just use your judg- | SPondent had for months, that war 
. imminent between Russia and 


ment as to what you can cable and’ WS 
what you can’t. And woe betide you; 7®™™any, was one of those things 
when you err. The Germans no! ¥°U used your judgment on in re- 
longer expel correspondents whose | 8ard to censorship, Everyone knew 
work they don’t approve of. You that to hint at it would mean im- 
are either in good grace or a bad| Mediate head-chopping and not a 
jail.’ | word of it leaked outside Germany 
Tough part is that what a cor- | during all that period when it was so 
respondent thinks he may be taking evident something was up. 

a terrible chance in writing will The thrice-daily press conferences 
get never a murmur from _ the resemble those of President Roose- 
propaganda or foreign office, while velt, said Peters, except that off-the- 
some seemingly inconsequental item|record material is never supplied 
will bring down every kind of repri- | Cons pEpentonta. They are permitted, 
mand, Peters said. Every repri- | however, to ask any question, no 
mand, of course, doesn’t mean a/| Matter how embarrassing (if it is 


; discreetly enough worded). That 
prison term. eran 
Times bureau, as other bureaus|%0esn’t do a lot of good, though, 


probably also do, has adopted the | Peters explained, because the _press 
practice of each man reading the officers are extremely adroit at using 
other’s copy with a suspicious eye |a lot of words and saying nothing in 
in an endeavor to keep out of |'€Ply--which the correspondents 
trouble _don’t mind too much, as it usually 


, . . | satisfies thei rice ices 
‘The situation of the American cor- | : fies their American offices. 
The press contacts 


respondents since the war with Rus- ' : ‘ 
sia started has become very tense,’ | frmed, Peters said. 


are well-in- 
Foreign office 





of judicial process to collect bank 


night fees. 
| 


High court action came as the final 
| result of a suit started by Affiliated 
| in the Barron county circuit court 

to collect $1,007.50 in bank night fees | 
|} from Miner Amus. Corp., operator | 
| of the El Lago theatre, Rick Lake. 


Wis. Basing its ruling on the earlier | 
| Wisconsin supreme court decision 


| outlawing bank night as an illegal | 
| lottery, the Barron county Circuit 
court dismissed the case, and Affili- 
| ated appealed. 
supreme court 
court’s decision. 


affirmed the lower 


Joe Goetz, Wisconsin rep for Af- 
filiated, queried Harry Perlewitz, 
business manager of the Independent 
Theatre Protective Ass'n of Wiscon- 
| Sin and Upper Michigan, as to what 


would be his organization’s attitude 


in an effort to collect from other | 
alleged delinquents. Perlewitz sail 
he would advise association mem- | 


bers not to pay. 


la.-Neb. Worried About 
| ‘Jackrabbit’ Exhibs 


Theatre 


and Nebraska will hold their annual 


Allied Owners of Iowa 


meeting 
directors in 
| and 25, at which time a 
will report on the 
portable circuit difficulties being en- 
countered in the midwest. 
ing will legislative 
tee and there will be 
problems discussed. 

Leo F. Wolcott, of Eldora, Iowa, i: 
secretary of the Allied association. 


Des Moines, 


committee 


elect a commit- 


film rental 


K-A-O Net for 39 Weeks 
Dips 120G to $368,418 


Net profit for Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum Corp. declined more than 
$120,000 in the first 39 weeks this 
year as compared with correspond- 
ing period of 1940. Company state- 
ment covering the first three quar- 
ters ending Oct. 4 last totalled $368,- 
418 as compared with $489,259 in the 
39-week period last year. 

Report showed K-A-O profit be- 
|fore provision for depreciation and 
| income taxes at $1,021,245, or about 
$127,000 below corresponding three 





This past week the | 


and election of officers and | 


Nov. 24 | 
‘jackrabbit’ or | 


The meet- | 


: ‘ : man has usually just come from vo 
Peters said. ‘They keep to them- eerdesarel ‘ rf J «gf m we n 
selves and no longer go into the | /020entrops oltice to the press con- 
press clubs or other places where ference and the Propaganda Ministry 
S-. . < . | 


|man has usually just seen Goebbels 


, will run into Germans socially, ; 
they will ‘ and Army chiefs. 


as the feeling is too strained. 
‘The average German is very bit- 
ter toward the United States, much 
enough, than 
He feels that the 
business 


‘Our second most important source 
| of news,’ Peters said, ‘was some 40 
German newspapers which we went 
through daily. We were safe in 
cabling anything that appeared in a 


more so, oddly he is 
toward the British. 


none of America’s 


war is German aper ém tae sfully a 

and were it not for U. S. interven- r , ve oo er, ei ot carefully culled 
roug > r - 

tion it would already have been | irough them looking for the oc 


casional slips made by editors who 


over. with a German victory.’ : 
bia) Bt |} went a bit too far for their own 


Pleasantly in the Middle | good.’ 
Until the start of the Russe cam- . Type of Pressure 
paign, asserted Peters, the Amgr- we ae re 
ican correspondents were in the [ype of pressure put on corre- 


spondents, said Peters, was the call- 


middle of a battle for power between | * R 
ing in of Frederick Oechsner, of the 


two Reich ministries—the propa- 


| Stn tho. Redes : re 
vanda and the foreign offices. This | "ted Press, by von Ribbentrop, 
—— . ad ) ¢ . . 1 
had its grimly humorous side, wit! who told him not to run for the 
hiacil lo ae b ue Auli = 5 oe " . ; 

S Paes » i gggtace te ngiere ct IER Ee presidency of the Foreign Press 

ithe two offices vying with each Club. Oec! ie eae d FPA ince 
th for favor of the Americar oe echsner refused to withdraw 
other for favor he Americans 


and was unanimously elected. At the 
next balloting he was again warned 
not to run and this time paid heed 


| whom they consider most important 
to them of all foreign newsmen 


} The contest took the form. of see 


é because most correspondents figured 
ing which office could provide the! jt would work to advantage of the 
. a = rae shistale . . jhoa . - 

| most ornate clubhou: e301 —. re enilre corps. Before Oechsner with- 
porters and which could serve them | drew, however, he made a deal that 
j with the best food and liquors at/no Italian or Japanese newsman 
| very modest prices. could be nominated, 

) ag: 16 if t 4 t ] 

Jagand Mini S establish- ters. § i ; i 
Propaganda 4 try est Peters, 29, was studying German in 
| ment—the Auslanders (Outlanders) | Berlin jin 1938 when a member of 

1] h } ] +} finect hay rl nN +}, ers P * ic ¥ 

Club lad the finest Dal - Berli 's | the Time taff left and he was hired 
and had as waitresses beautiful,|as qa desk man. He had worked ona 
former high-grade _ prosties who | Connecticut during vacations 


yaper 
| were the only gals in all Germany | from Lehigh University and on the 
| who were allowed to wear college publications. He was married 
skirts, lipstick, nail polish and what-|in Berlin in August, 1940. to 
ever else it took to make them at- | Georgiane Schenck, of Wilton, Conn., 
tractive. Work wasn't limited to| who had been studying opera when 
daytime service. the war broke out. She returned to 
In addition, after the U. S. with him. 
France, Dr. Goebbels’ 


short 


the fall of 
outfit imported 
i 


were instituted at the Foreign Press 


a French chef to cook for the news- 

men and both clubs—the Foreign RIGHT T0 SECRECY IN 
Office’s called the Foreign Press 

| Club—added great stocks of fine | SUIT CK’D T0 SCHINE 
| French wines and liqueurs to their | ‘ 

inducements. Dues, incidentally, | —— 


’ Buffalo, Nov. 11. 
Club, wfth the tap just high enough 


By special permission of Judge 
to keep out Balkan and other small- | John Knight, Schine Theatres. Inc., 
fry countries’ correspondents. Monday (10), filed sealed answers in 

The two ministries also provide|a Federal court anti-trust suit here, 
most of the news available to for- Objections to disclosing informa- 
eign correspondents, Peters said. |tion to competitors was given by 
Between them they hold three press | schine lawyers for the secrecy. 


conferences a day. Propaganda Min- 
istry has its first session at 12:30 
p.m.; the Foreign Office has its at 
1 p.m., and then the propaganda bu- 
reau has another stanza at 5:30 p.m. 

Early gathering by the Propa- 
ganda Ministry was instituted by 


Trial is set tentatively for early 1942. 








Change Pilots on ‘Angel’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 


Josef Goebbels to _ beat his col-} JiIness caused Roy Del Ruth to 
league, Foreign Minister Joachim] retire in favor of W. S. Van Dyke 
von Ribbentrop, to the punch in ak 5 


as director of ‘I Married An Angel,’ 


talking to the newsmen, the Hunt Stromberg production on 


the feuding was not at- 


Much of 








nished lists of available accommo- quarters in 1940. Company set aside 
dations and prices by its advance | $161,865 for income taxes, figuring 
man, These will have to be such as| them at 31 percent as compared to 
the various communities afford.’ | 24 percent last year. 





directly 
tributable to the heads of the two 
offices, but to their representatives 
who handled the foreign press, and 








the Metro lot. ’ 

Picture co-starring Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Nelson Eddy. has about 
seven more weeks to shoot. 
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ss THE SMASH . 
pehge—ome 
}( OF 20th NOW i 
TY THEIR GREATEST SMASH OF ALL! ; 
PICAL : § ..with lots of lovelies to look at! = 
dcz . ...songs to swing to! oi 
———— uwoa DARNELL \ 4) duro tomer | 
POWERHOUSE adie ep ayGH! | 
PRESS-BOCK sack : | 
E 
ADSTHAT me pel | 
| Chowderhead! ° | | 
YOU WILL RUN ee ee 
SY MURPHY 
AHEAD OF i> as the guy who knows 






Romances “R” in season! 








“RISE AND 
SHINE”! 





MILTON 


BERLE 















as “Seabiscuit”... 

They sell — ali 

fun rz al horse-laugh! 

4 

stars, song, a - 

love, girls! < 
as the slap-happy ld t 
grandpappy! J 













Gnd HERE’S WHERE THE CHEERING STARTS !_7—\ MILLIONS THRILL TO 20TH’S : 
RNY ( 7 
x5 ~ i RADIO SHOW-MANSHIP! 





Lovely, newsworthy, “Rise i 
and Shine” star Linda Darnell i 
makes a flying trip East, at. i 
tends the big Notre Dame ? 
rally prior to Navy game, a 
meets Coach Leahy and the : ae 
team, is guest of Bill Stern at fi fF 

— 8 § game, is greeted by Secretary ty 
Knox and Navy officials . e° 4 
appears on Walter Winchell’s ie f 
program... and the nation’s ie 
listeners-in hear it all on NBC : i 
from coast to coast! | 2 

' 
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Browne, Bi 


take into consideration, however, 
the fact that no evidence of bribery 
was introduced. 

That the three-year statute of lim- 
itations had also expired before the 
men were indicted last spring was 
the second major argument of the 
defense. Judge Knox on this angle 
pointed out that—if the jury chose 
to believe any of this was extortion 
—there had been at least two pay- 
ments testified to more recently than 
three years ago. 

He wound up by making clear that 
‘all reasonable doubt’ should not be 
construed as ‘all possible doubt.’ 


Correa’s Summation 


Correa preceded the judge’s 
charge with the Governmeht’s sum- 
mation, a savage attack of Browne 
and Bioff. He asked the jury to re- 
gard the case as a national issue as 
to whether or not racketeers could 
thrive and grow fat on working peo- 
ple. He declared: 


‘You have a chance by your ver- 
dict here to show all racketeer vic- 
tims that justice, swift and terrible, 
will be visited upon the heads of all 
who tamper with it. I do not need 
to stress to you the importance of 
this case, coming as it does at this 
time of national crisis. 

‘The anti-racketeering laws were 
passed to eliminate these racketeers 
on a nationwide basis. If these Chi- 
cago hoodlums can get to the point 
where they can control the lives and 
destinies of 125,000 men and their 
families, we have arrived at a na- 
tional scandal. This industry, plus 
any other industry with its thousands 
of investors, and certainly American 
labor, is entitled to decent leader- 
ship. It is the general public, you 
and I, who eventually bear the trib- 
ute exacted from these companies by 
these racketeers. I am confident that 
by your verdict you will tell all 
gangsters they will have to get out 
and keep out of American labor. I 
ask you to bring back a verdict of 
guilty on all three counts.’ 


Correa pointed out, in refutation 
to statements of the defense, that a 
threat is a threat, regardless of 
whether or not a direct statement is 
made. It depended not on words, but 
upon the knowledge of the power 
Bioff and Browne possessed, he said. 

‘All Bioff had to do is to say I want 
you to come over and see me. He 
did not have to draw any diagram or 
give a prospectus to these film exec- 
utives. They knew. If a man witha 
loaded gun in his pocket approached 
yuo, and you knew the gun was load- 
ed, and he asked you for your watch 
and money, you'd give it to him,’ 
Correa declared. 

In winding up, Correa asserted,’ I 
hold no brief for the film executives 
who testified. They should not have 
paid and should have gone to the 
authorities. But if all the victims of 
blackmail and racketeering fought 
these attempts there would be far 
less need for laws. Browne held the 
position of life and death over his 
victims. You all heard Keough (Aus- 
tin Keough, v.p. of Paramount), as 

level headed and prudent a witness 
as I have ever seen. I am sure he 
carefully considered whether to pay 
or to fight, and decided discretion 
was the better part of valor.’ 


Breslin Charges Gov’t 





Continued 











Witnesses All Lied) 


Testimony in the Bioff-Browne 
trial, together with re-direct exam- 
ination, ended Wednesday (5) and 
then George Breslin, California at- 
torney, spent from 11:15 in the morn- 
ing to 4:45 in the afternoon summing 
up the case for his client, Bioff. 
Breslin presented two main issues, 
first that the Government witnesses 
all were lying, and second, that the 
truth has not been told in the trial | 
and, since a grave reasonable doubt | 
exists on that score, the jury must 
return a verdict of not guilty. 

‘Did Keough Tell the Truth?’ 

‘Let us take the witnesses back- 
wards. First we have Austin Keough, 
vice-president, secretary, director 
and general counsel of Paramount,’ 
Breslin declared. 

‘On April 21, 1936, Keough says he 
received a cal] from Bioff asking him 
for money and informing him of the 
deal for two years’ duration at 
$50,000 per year from each company. 
Now honestly, do you really think 
that happened? Keough says he 
went to see Kent. Did he lay the, 
matter before -his board of directors | 
or the U.S. Attorneys Office, or the 
State attorney or a Grand Jury? Did 
he? No! Keough paid and did not 
argue. Can any of you imagine a 
lawyer not wanting to argue? He 
was a clever lawyer, and could have 


off Up For Sentences 
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truth. Marked money, witnesses, a 
dictaphone are all devices a clever 
lawyer could have used. Did he? 
No! He said he received $20,000 
from a petty cash voucher. I won- 
der what petty cash means to Mr. 
Keough? 

‘My idea is $1.89 or $24, but $20,- 
| 000? 
| cash. 
truth. 





I do not think Keough told the 

There was .a deal some place. 
|that he received the money. 
| Keough 
isays he 
| amount 


was. Eleven men in Par- 
knew of this transaction. 
| Keough impressed me as_ being a 
careful, shrewd, bright, intelligent 
|lawyer, and he told a concise, clear, 
careful story. @le was the most im- 
pressive witness to take the stand. 
Can you picture him doing these 
things: running to take Bioff’s orders 
with little or no protest. It does not 
ring true to me. 
‘Never Saw Such Lambs’ 

‘If the things he said were true, 

the U. S. attorney’s office would have 
stopped them. They did not want to 
complain, because there was a deal 
made of some kind that you have not 
been told the truth about. I never 
saw such lamb.. Anybody who deals 
wih the public is in the hardest 
boiled business there is. Nick 
Schenck has been up against chisel- 
ers and racketeers of every type in 
the business and knew and knows 
how to deal with them. Yet he sub- 
mits to this like a lamb. Why did 
these powerful executives always run 
to Bioff at his bidding. Why did 
they not say we have the money, 
come and get it? There is some- 
thing being hidden. 
‘If Bioff was involved in an extor- 
tion deal he would not have been so 
dumb as to be seen in these com- 
panies all the time, to make phone 
calls using his right name, and to 
leave avenues whereby he could be 
trapped. Every Government witness 
seems convinced of some wrongdoing 
on his own part. Bioff was the only 
one who was open throughout in his 
dealings with more than 40 people. 
They did not dare give him checks, 
for the purposes for which they were 
going to use that money might have 
then been revealed. This was a deal 
on a slush fund. 

‘Albert Warner said this entire 
thing was distasteful to his finer sen- 
sibilities. I wonder if his finer sensi- 
bilities were disturbed by forcing 
his employees to falsify bocks and 
expense accounts? There are some 
great mysteries in this trial. If the 
truth were known it would open up 
like the leaves of a book. 

‘The statements of Charles Mosko- 
witz and James Coston should be 
disregarded. Nothing they said was 
-involved in the indictment. Then we 
can take Harry Warner. He was 
frightened so he went to his own 
private police department. Not the 
district attorney, mind you, but his 
own ‘police department, for protec- 
tion. He was a friend of Bioff’s so- 
cially. He resented my asking ques- 
tions about his wife. Yet he and his 
wife wired Bioff wishing them a good 
time on a trip and wishing they were 
along. 

‘Stockholder Victims’ 

‘Look at Albert Warner. There are 
35,000 stockholders in his company, 
victims of mismanagement and large, 
exorbitant salaries. He said he was 
| told of the situation by Nick Schenck 
| and did not tell his brother for seven 
| months until after he had paid out 
| $30,000. Is that logical? He says 

Nick had Bioff phone him. Did you 
ever hear of a friend inviting a thief 


| We are not denying Bioff’s statements | 


But | 
was not the poor lamb he | were sufficiently close to have him 
|come to court and sit in and listen 
| to testimony. He did not testify be- 


| from questioning about these things. 
| Joe Schenck must have known from 
'either his brother or Kent. It is 
| significant that the only important 
| producer who did not deliver money 
| to Bioff was Joe Schenck. He must 
| have known what was going on. He 
| must have known Bioff had plenty 
|of money if these things are true, s0 
| why did he lend him $100,000? Why 
i did he buy him $80,000 of stoek and 
| om him in on $12,000 of gambling 
| money, pay for his trip to Rio, etc.? 
| Joe Schenck knew Bioff was not an 


That’s not my idea of petty | extortioner and had no money, 


‘Pat Casey Not Told’ 
‘The Government had not called 
Joe Schenck as a witness. The Gov- 
ernment’s relations with Schenck 


cause he would have been over- 
whelmed with proof against him. It 
is funny that Charles Moskowitz and 
Nick Schenck, brothers of convicted 
men, are the only two to testify 
aboyt threats. One of the strangest 
things of all is that Pat Casey, the 
labor leader for the film mem was 
not told.’ 


Conboy, for Browne, 
Indicts Entire Biz 


Starting the last chance for the 
defense to impress the jury, Mar- 
tin Conboy opened his address in 
behalf of Browne, by launching a 
scathing denunciation of the entire 
motion picture industry and more 
particularly of the execufives who 
have testified. 


‘The trial, as it has gone along, 
has almost developed into an in- 
vestigation of the motion picture in- 
dustry and a very sorry spectacle 
it has been. The executives in 
charge of these companies have 
shown they are not fitted for the 
positions they hold. Films are sup- 
posed to be of educational value. 
God help the United States if the in- 
struction, morality and destinies of 
this country are entrusted in the 
keeping of those men we have heard 
testify here.’ 

He spoke briefly on Browne point- 
ing out that the records showed no 
evidence to hold him a party to any 
of the transactions whatsoever. He 
declared, ‘It is a serious thing to 
bring in a verdict of guilty and to 
send a man to jail unless you are 
convinced beyond a reasonable 
doubt, and I am sure you are not.’ 

Correa Lays Down the Law 

Correa then took up the Govern- 
ment’s argument at’ 11:50 am. He 
declared, ‘The law you are to re- 
ceive from the court and the eourt 
alone. 

‘Let me dispose of a few red 
herrings that have been drawn by 
the defense in the hopes of distract- 
ing attention from the main issues. 
This was done by the picayune 
choosing of each minor item and lay- 
ing considerable stress on it. 

‘Such examples as Nick Schenck 
jumping into a taxi rather than 
walking to one, or Austin Keough 
putting on a hat have no bearing on 
the case, 

‘If any of you were held up five 
years ago you might remember each 
important detail, but would also for- 
get unimportant details. They (the 
defense) say that these witnesses 
were coached by a battery of ‘un- 
scrupulous attorneys.’ If this were 
true they would have told a better 
story. I claim that the discrepancies 
such as Nick Schenck saying he told 
no one, and Albert Warner saying he 
found out from Nick Schenck, prove 
the truth of the stories. Had the 
witnesses been coached they would 
have gotten together on their stories. 





| over? You have not been told the 
itruth. I don’t think Mr. Correa has 


been told the ruth. There was some- 


'thing hidden here. Nick Schenck 
was cooking something. 
on it in some way. 
mouth both slipped. 


‘Bds. of Directors Must 
Have Got a Big Shock’ 


He was in 
His foot and 


these companies got a big shock 
when they read in the newspapers 
of this case. There is nothing in the 
record to indicate they had ever 
heard of anything about it before. 
‘Moskowitz testified Browne and 
Bioff received $165,000 from Loew’s 
in the 306 strike settlement. Yet on 
Schenck’s examination he did not 
mention it on either direct or cross. 
That in my mind throws a reason- 
able doubt on his entire testimony. 
‘Never Discussed It with Joe’ 
‘He says he never discussed it with 
his brother, Joe. Yet he was so close 
to Joe that every time Joe had a 
pain Nick felt it. I doubt he failed 
to tell Joe. It seems to me there is 





trapped Bioff many times had he de- 
sired to do so if he is telling the 


an attempt in the answers of Nick 
Schenck to shield his brother Joe 


‘T’ll bet the boards of directors of | 


‘Who cooked up the story told by 
Norman Nelson, Bioff’s brother-in- 
law? He testified Metro owed Bioff 
money, according to what Bioff told 
him; that Browne checked accounts 
from Metro; and Browne was present 
when he was fired. The defendants 

cry they were framed. That is the 
common cry of every common crimi- 
nal brought to justice. 
| ‘Both the defense counsel in sum- 
ming up never once referred to 
Bioff’s own testimony, the only de- 
fense there was to the charges by 
Government witnesses. We are told 
we have not heard the entire truth 
of the situation. 

‘That would mean that Bioff lied, 
aJso, would it not? What I think it} 
means is that the defense counsel 
could not stomach the story of Bioff 
themselves, and therefore drew an 
atmosphere of mystery around the 
proceedings. 

‘Why did I not call Joe Schenck? 
Because he is under indictment in 
this court for perjury, and I cannot 
call a witness for whose testimony I 
cannot vouch. 

‘Bioff says the $100,000 transaction 
with Schenck was just a repaid loan. 








If this is so, why did hé lie about it 


in other cases? He says he was ‘pro- 
tecting’ Joe Schenck. We'll, see how 
he is ‘protecting’ him now.’ 


Referring to the alleged friendship 
between Bioff and film executives, 
Correa said: ‘After all, it is OK to 
have courage, but when a Chicago 
hoodlum and gangster comes to your 
home and asks for tea, and he has 
the power to harm you, you think 
twice before you eject him.’ 


Correa intimated the entire picture 
of the case changed when Albert 
Warners’ secretary testified. She was 
on five minutes and cross-examined 
for 24 minutes. The defense realized 
at this point there was no use deny- 
ing the allegations any longer, and 
set out to put together a good story, 
he intimated. 


Garsson’s Loan 


Correa implied that the Murray W. 
Garsson ‘loan’ of $202,837 had been 
cleared up by the showing that Joe 
Schenck took a loss and Garsson se- 
cured nothing from it. He implied it 
may have been another tax dodge on 
Schenck’s part. Waxing sarcastic, 
he pointed out that Bioff claimed 
that after six or eight hours with 
Nick Schenck, the Loew’s president 
proceeded to take him into his con- 
fidence as a confidant ‘of the biggest, 
deepest, darkest secret in the skele- 
ton of the film industry.’ 


‘There was a good reason for this, 
sneered Correa. ‘Schenck needed a 
messenger. Western Union, Postal, 
Railway Express, the U. S. mail and 
the thousands of Loew’s employees 
would not do. It had to be Bioff, a 
man he had met three times.’ 


The attorney remarked that Kent 
and Nick Schenck apparently felt it 
would be safer to let $100,000 remain 
in Bioff’s Chicago trunk than risk the 
vaults of 20th-Fox and Loew’s. 


They could not deliver the money 
in New York to Joe themselves, 
since he was also in New York, the 
prosecutor laughed. 


‘Bioff is a man who, by his own 
admission, has lied under oath re- 
peatedly in similar situations, in 
other courts, for any reason,’ Correa 
declared at the conclusion of the 
morning testimony. 








Labor Demands 


Continued from page 7 


shakedowns. Former, through its 
partners and affiliations, has around 
1,500 theatres, while National con- 
trols slightly over 500. 


Several years ago, when the pres- 
ent Par circuit was being built up, 
the company employed Harry Sher- 
man as special relations director 
handling all labor matters. He was 
with the circuit, then known as Pub- 
lix, for seven years until 1933 and 
during that time there were no 
major strikes. 

Reported that Par more recently 
discussed bringing Sherman back in 
charge of all labor matters affecting 
theatres and that, also, Y. Frank 
Freeman, v.p. over production, was 
interested in having him as studio 
labor representative. It is said that 
he also had negotiations with an- 
other Coast studio but that Bioff did 
not want Sherman in the picture in 
any way where he could exert power 
and thus kill the deal. 

Whether or not new negotiations 
with Par for the handling of theatre 
labor matters, or with one of the 
studios will be opened with Bioff 
and Browne now out of the way, is 
not indicated but stated at the home 
office there are no present plans in 
connection with a labor exeeutive. 
Labor deals in Par theatres are 
handled separately by each group 
or partnership by executives who 
are not formerly from the other side 
of the fence, the unions themselves. 
Sherman was at one time assistant 
president of the IA. 

RKO, Loew’s and WB 

In RKO Major L. E. Thompson is 
in charge of labor matters, while 
for Loew’s C. C. Moskowitz, chair- 
man of the theatre labor committee, 
handles negotiations. Frank Phelps 
serves as negotiator for Warner 
Bros, 

An indication of the union atti- 
tude as existing today is drawn 
from the voluntary offer made by 
Greater New York circuits to the 
Porters Union, Although the contract 
with this union has 10 months to go 
the circuits made the gesture of adcd- 
ing $1 to the present scale in view of 
increased living costs. The theatres 
under contract are not forced to give 
anything but the porters refused the 
lone buck, saying that would do no 
good but that they’d take $2.50 in- 
stead as a gift. Another meeting will 
probably be held sometime this 
week, 

The scale for porters is $17.80 for 
a 40-hour week but most of the 
larger houses pay over the scale. 











EDITORIAL PANS AFL, 
ENDORSES FILM EXECS 


Milwaukee, Nov. 11, 

Editorially rapping the American 
Federation of Labor for not doing 
itg own housecleaning, the Mil- 
waukee Journal declared Friday (7) 
Willie Bioff and George E. Browne 
were trapped by the Government, 
with the cooperation of the motion 
picture industry itself. 

‘Movie company heads finally came 
in to tell the story,’ says the news- 
paper. ‘They have been criticized 
for what was diclosed—the fake 
bookkeeping they used to cover up 
the shakedown payments. They 
were cowardly, but it must be re- 
membered that they had a gun at 
their heads. 

‘So we give them credit for the 
courage they showed when they 
came into court. It was a good deal 
more of a contribution to the nation, 
and to the good of labor, than any 
contribution William Green or 
Joseph Padway or any other of the 
high officials of the AFL has made.’ 








Detroit News 
Detroit, Nov. 11. 


Commenting on the Bioff-Browne 
verdict, the Detroit News observed 
editorially: 

‘Not many enterprises which de- 
pend for their operation on union 
labor are as vulnerable as the the- 
atrical business. An instance of 
violence, or the mere suggestion of 
violence, may drive away a clientele 
and ruin a theatrical property in 
short order. The closing down for 
any appreciable time of a Holly- 
wood studio, working on contract 
commitments to be met at sched- 
uled times, can be disastrous. 


‘The setup, in theatre and studio, 
has been perfect for the purposes 
of union bosses with larceny in their 
systems, and two such have just 
been found guilty in a New York 
Federal court of extortions from 
movie magnates of sums totaling 
more than half a mililion, paid to 
avert strikes which could easily 
have been ruinous. Such is the pro- 
fessed impotence of the AFL’s ex- 
ecutive council in matters of in- 
ternal discipline that the open 
scandal personified by these two—an 
ex-convict and an associate of 
hoodlums—was for years suffered 
to persist. Indeed, one of the pair, 
Browne, was until very lately a 
member of that council. 


‘It was left for public authority, at 
large expense to the people and to 
the great damage of the name of or- 
ganized labor, to do a job which 
labor should have undertaken on its 
cwn account. It should and must 
have been well aware of the char- 
acter of this particular union, its 
abuses of power which have ham- 
strung the legitimate theatre and 
particularly the once - prosperous 
‘road.’ It must have realized that 
the mood in which this union has 
long operated would lend itself to 
the purposes of such as Bioff and 
Browne. « 

‘The court, in passing on the ver- 
dict in New York, has a disparaging 
word for studio heads who sub- 
mitted to the defendants extortions, 
and cooked up their books to cover 
them. It is true that one of the 
parties to such deals must be scared. 
In their business, they scare easily— 
perhaps too easily—if characters as 
palpably shady as these two can for 
years hold them up with one hand, 
while holding off a supine AFL ex- 
ecutive council with the other.’ 


U.S. Army Training Films 
At Nat’! Bd.’s N.Y. Meet 





Gander at Army training films, 
seldom shown to the public, will 
mark the 18th annual conclave of 
the National Board of Review in 
New York Thurs. to Sat. (13-15). 
One of the sessions will be held in 
the Museum of Modern Art screen- 
ing room. Lt. Col. Melvin E. Gillette, 
chief of the Signal Corps Training 
Film Production Lab, which made 
the pix, will speak. 

‘Movies in a Democracy’ will be 
the general topic of the conclave. 
Gabbers will include Garson Kanin, 
Elizabeth Hawes, designer and fash- 
ion critic, and Bosley Crowther, 
N. Y. Times film critic and prez of 
Film Critics Circle of New York. 

About 300 delegates from motion 
picture counsels and forums and 
women’s organizations throughout 
the country are expected to attend 
the Hotel Pennsylvania sessions. 
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Hollywood Jubilant 
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told him to get up and fight like a 
man. Next day Bioff was away from 
his offices with inquirers being told 
he was ill at home with a heart at- 


tack. 

Sorell is a business agent not in- 
terested in coin, and always insisted 
that his pay from the union not be 
above that of the top earning jour- 
neyman in his organization. Some 
years ago when he called a strike in 
the studios of his men, Bioff tried to 
take charge and replace them. There 
was plenty of skull-cracking, and 
plenty of damage done to studio set 
jobs, with the Sorell group winning 
out; Bioff’s painters kicked out; and 
the 644 boys back in the studios ever 
since. Sorell always made his deals 
direct. The producers have always 
regarded him with esteem. 


His union and the Screen Car- 
toonists have already voted to join 
the conference as well as Local No. 
683 Film Laboratory Technicians, 
whom Bioff had a strangehold on un- 
til recently when his rep, David! 
Lorie, was compelled to resign and Another was very brief in utier- 
step out. Also expected to = the | ing: 

lo soOundmen; *" , 
soar gag Sonar tet ~ | It is as though the industry had 
No Dual Jurisdiction ye ee eens t forth 

pte: No Official statements were forth- 

s ® peanes ee were ee yon coming from the Screen Writers, Di- 
ference functioning that there will sanede ter Gabe Meth iin ey 
be no dual union jurisdiction in the stechih Gee tented “tema. ‘doen 


studios. This may lead to a settle- . w 
: : the start, but various leading mem 
ment of the long standing conflict ok at tienen Mein ‘eens ae ed 


i , i IATSE : 
yg tines grory ge Does unanimous belief that the producers 
Society of Cinematographers. There | @d a rude awakening, but a wer v4 
has been plenty of discord with) me, and that in the future would be 
members of one union being com-| Unusually careful to avoid any pos- 
pelled to carry two cards to work in| Sible recurrence of a situation or 
most studios, due to fact the pro- condition that might create such 


ducers have an agreement with the | havoc, discord and turmoil in the 


result of facts and practices brought 
out at the trial—legislation designed 
to curb racketeering in the motion 
picture industry. Another thing— 
it’s salutary for the workers in the 
industry. The crafts and Guilds wil] 
demand and get the kind of honest 
leadership they’re entitled to and in 
which they may have confidence. 
The start of a reign of tyranny among 
some of the crafts has been nipped, 
I think.’ 
‘Hooray’ 

A producer-director stated: 

‘Hooray. Let’s hope this is the 
first step in a crusade to clean Hol- 
lywood up to the point where it can 
get by its own Hays office code and 
standards.’ 


A producer, who has been around 
show business for 25 years, had this 
to say: 


‘This is a deadly blow to the kind 
of low politics which have been 
played in the industry for a long 
time to the detriment and shame of 
the business.’ 











union and the ASC. |industry as did the five-year reign 
Without exception all of the 


over Hollywood by Bioff. 
union members around town work- 


ing in studios, theatres and om | Walsh IA Prexy 


changes are all of one thought in ex- 
Continued from page 42d 














pressing themselves regarding Bioff 
and Brown—happy to get rid of the}! 
burden and hopeful that all dealings by bringing in a delegate to the last 
Between payer ane Smployes Wat previous convention whereupon the 
“oa | _ oye = a te | lately-elected president also resigns 

. Fran reeman, exy,¢ =|. Sree ink 

ae and the hour-old v.p. moves up. 

‘ers ssociation had no comment ; 

ars ’ | Jn 1923 when Browne was brought 


to make, quotable or unquotable, as| lt , 
likewise many of the other important) in as a v.p., William F. Canavan ha 
a up and Browne succeeded 


studio heads. However, one studio; movec 
head who always took Bioff with a|him on the board except that “tn 
grain of salt, and never stood for| understood this was done, unbe- 
his threats or promises said: knownst to Canavan, in spite of -¥ 
, alicia ; ‘ row een a del- 
‘Prosecution and conviction of| fact that Browne had not been 


Browne and Bioff is of tremendous egate to the last convention of the 
importance to the industry—to its 
health, its growth and survival as| Although the by-laws say a pres- 
an honorable, self-respecting and | ident must be chosen from among 
public-respected business. The con-|the members of the exec board, a 
victions will be followed by others.| petition of one-third of the locals in 
They will bring a certain amount of; the IA can demand a special cone 
shame and disgrace to the business| vention for the purpose of voting in 
and some of its top figures. Some} a new president or, for that matter, 
others will be going to jail too, very) an entire new slate of officers, 
probably. But it will result in .# 
healthy purging of bad and intoler- 
able practices which have grown up 
through lust of power, favoritism or 
fear of retaliation for past mis-| 
deeds. Out of it all will come de- 
cency and a premium on decency. 
These cases and some of which have 


preceded them are having a power-| J 
ful reaction on the people in the} Film Technicians Local 683 at a gen 


business, big ones and little ones. A) eral meeting Sunday (9). Members 
great danger has been narrowly| also voted to affiliate with the Con- 
averted by the courage and the per-| ference of Studio Unions. 
sistency and public spirited efforts,/ spesolution in part read, ‘Whereas 
which finally have landed Bioff in a) -yiminal actions of these high rank- 
federal conviction.” ‘ing union officials not only injured 
Salute to ‘Daily Variety’ 'the progress and marred reputation 
‘And a great deal of thanks for |of Hollywood Motion ome —— 
this should go to ‘Daily Variety,’ | but have cast a stigma = e _— 
which fearlessly stood off and defied | labor movement; and whereas 

















Ask B. & B. Expulsions 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
Expulsion of George Browne and 
Willie Bioff, and resignations of the 
entire executive board of IATSE, are 
demanded in resolution adopted by 





Bioff, who threatened to put it out | Technicians Local has long been 
of business. For ‘Daily Variety’ | victims of the detrimental and Lage a 
stood up and was the first to put in | cratic actions and yee’ menage 9 Hh 
the record Bioff’s vile methods, char- | powers on the part of a ‘SE 
acter and past, even though the in- | locals, therefore resolved their resig- | 
dustry did not at all approve of its | nations be demanded. 
campaign for decency in the labor 
Situation of the industry. And now | 
a lot of greater or lesser holdup art- 
ists, who would have become insuf- | 
ferable in the conduct of our busi- | 
ness had the case turned out differ- 
ently, will mend their ways.’ 
Another producer of the younger 








4 New Indictment 
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‘not certain whether or not the union 
' leader would be shipped west. Mem- 
| bers of his staff thought it likely. 
generation stated: |‘Important new information’ said to 
‘Conviction of Bioff and Browne | have been unearthed by district at- 
and all the implications of that guilty torney of Los Angeles county, how- 
verdict will serve to kill off that de- | ever, may determine Correa to send 
moralizing thing which was growing | Bioff to the Coast for trial on the 
up especially strong in the younger | added charges. 
generation—the belief that only dis- | New information against Bioff has 
honesty and chicanery paid off—that | been given to the U‘S. attorney, who 
honesty didn’t pay—that you had to | will present it to the grand jury 
deal under the table. It means a | sometime this month for revision of 
lot not only to our business but the |the tax indictment. Aside from 
whole country as a matter of morale. whatever has been unearthed in Los 
‘To be congratulated are those hav- | Angeles, new charges will include 
ing the guts to stand up to threats, | the coin which it was testified dur- 
thus doing a fine job for the whole | ing the New York trial that Bioff | 
industry. There probably will be | received and on which he did not | 
legislation out of Washington as a 





| 


pay tax ! 


| of cartoon shorts by 
|gets under way this 


Bioff, Browne ‘Detained,’ 


IATSE Suit Postponed 





Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

Trial of the $50,000 damage suit by 
George Davis against the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes was postponed to Jan. 4, 
in Superior Court, because two of 
the defendants, Willie Bioff and 
George E. Browne, are unable to be 
present. 

Davis was ousted by the IATSE 
when he refused to sign a written 
apology for remarks made about 
Bioff. In addition to damages, he 
asks an injunction restraining the 
IATSE from keeping him out of 
work as an electrician. 


Some 20 Stockholders’ 
Suits So Far, Result 
Of Payoffs to B. & B. 


Approximately 20 minority stock- 
holders’ suits have already been 
filed and more are expected against 
major film companies and top execu- 
tives charging that money paid 
Willie Bioff-George Browne was 
unnecessary exp®nse and should be 
returned to shareholders. Two new 


actions were filed against 20th-Fox 
over the weekend, bringing the total 
to six. Metro, as far as can be as- 
certained, tops the list with eight. 
Several have also been filed against 
other companies. 

New level in this type of action 








was touched when holder of six | 


shares reportedly 
against 20th last week. 
Company officials figure out that 
all the money paid Bioff by 20th 
comes to around 8c per share so 


took action 


that plaintiff, in this instance, suf- 


fered actual damages of 18c. Even 
if taking the broader view that 
value of company as a whole had 
been affected by the Bioff payoff, 
the 3c stock depreciation is 
only actual loss involved, according 
to company execs. 

Film company attorneys foresee 
heavy legal expenses involved in 
fighting lawsuits as most costly re- 
sult from procedure. 


WB Stockholder in L.A. 
Sues on Bioff Shakedown 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

Echo of the Willie Bioff trial in 
New York was heard here in Su- 
perior Court where Lester Rankin, 
who claimed ownership of 100 shares 
of common stock in Warner Bros., 
filed suit for the recovery of $181,- 
600, alleged to have been turned over 
as a Bioff payoff. 

Plaintiff denounced the ‘secrecy’ 
of the payments and demanded that 
the company officials render an ac- 
counting of all money handed out to 
Bioff and his confederates. 





PRIORITIES JAM UP 
FRISCO FACELIFTING 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

Priorities are plaguing several 
Frisco situations at the moment. 
Fox-West Coast’s downtown Cali- 
fornia, operating during  altera- 
tions, is stuck with a torn-up lobby 
and half-finished marquee, with 
work progressing at a snail’s pace. 

At that, situation is more fortunate 
than Golden State’s Granada in the 





Mission district, which has had no 
marquee since July. Old one was 
removed and replacement hasn't | 
been made yet. 

Aaron Goldberg’s plan to. re- 
| model his Egyptian, Market street | 
| grind, also have been delayed. 

With new construction virtually 
out of the question now, theatre | 
brokers report a tightening up on 


theatre deals, 
ting more hawkeyed by the minute 
in quest of situations. 

Inking Swing Symphs 
11. 
a new series 
Walter Lantz. 
week at Uni- 
versal, with the first slated for re- 
lease during the Christmas holidays. 

First is ‘$21 a Day, Once a Month. 
based on a military tune by Ray 
Klages and Felix Bernard. New 
series is in addition to the ‘Andy 
Pandy’ and ‘Woody 
cartoons being turned out by Lantz 


Hollywood, Nov. 
‘Swing Sympkonies,’ 


about | 


with everybody get- | 


Woodpecker’ | 


Canadian Air Solon Seeks Show Folk — 
For War Benefit: Other 


Airport News 





Theatre Men Escape 
Serious Auto Injury 





Hartford, Nov. 11. 
Martin Harris, operator of the 
State theatre, and two members of 
his staff Friday (7) escaped serious 
|injury when the ‘car in which they 


‘were riding was forced off the road 
and wound up around a tree. Two 
others, Myron Neiman and Henry 
Boehn, were severely shaken up and 
scratched. Harris went to hospital 
for two-day observation. 


Neiman is an usher and Boehn in 
the advertising department. 


3 MORE IN PENNSY 
OK SUNDAY PICTURES 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
Three Pennsylvania communities 
, voted to lift the bars on Sunday 
‘films at last Tuesday’s election, ac- 
cording to vote tabulations made 
over the weekend. They are Mil- 
ford, in Pike county; Ramsey 
| borough, Clearfield county, and 
| Morgan Township, Greene county. 
The Sabbath picture referendum 














vv 


By GEORGE FROST 


The powerhouse of much of the 
organizing work for benefit per- 
formances for the Royal Air Force’s 
casualties pulled into New York’s 
LaGuardia Field Sunday (9) to set 
the spark to several dances and 
shows that will turn their tills to the 
Canadian service relief units. Wil- 
liam ‘Billy’ Bishop, air marshal of 
Canada and 72-plane flying ace of 
World War I, slid from the clouds 
aboard TWA’s Stratoliner from Los 
Angeles. 


Bishop had been inspecting Amer- 
ica’s West Coast aircraft factories, 
where he found ‘great improvements 
since last Spring.’ Although chitter- 
chatter capsules had Miriam Hopkins 
skeded to meet Bishop, to confer on 
plans for a benefit to be staged in 
Toronto, she did not appear at the 
port. He left for Manhattan to talk 
things over with a number of show- 
screen stars and then planned to fly 
back to Toronto. 


Sunday’s TWA manifests also 
listed Jessica Dragonette, who 
sTWAtolinered to Pittsburgh for a 
concert engagement. 


Mystery man of the week was 
Isidore Ostrer, chairman of the Gau- 
mont-British board, who departed 
aboard the Atlantic Clipper, only 
Pan-American Airways’ flying boat 
to slip out for Europe,this week due 
to a seven-day stretch of foggy over- 
cast. Ostrer would only say that his 





| was licked in 12 other communities. 


| Those electing to keep Blue Sundays 
| were: Aspinwall, Alleg! #1y county; 


| Perkasie, Bucks county; Dunbar and | 
Fayette county; Benson | 


Uniontown, 


borough, Somerset county; Mentrose, 
| Susquehanna county; Scottdale, 


| 
Westmoreland county, and the city 


of York. 


The latter was the largest com- 
; munity to vote on the question and 
the referendum was defeated by a 
| close vote. 
defeat partly on the over zealousness 
| of the film exhibitors themselves. 
| They pointed out that church ele- 
| ments were antagonized by the prac- 
| tise of several theatres which lit up 
| their marquees with ‘Vote for Sun- 
|day Movies’ signs on the Sunday 
| before election. Some of the signs 
| were on theatres located opposite 
churches. 


Oddly -enough, one town which 


voted for Sunday films—Milford— 
has no theatre. 





Mont’! in Drive Vs. Juve 


Montreal, Nov. 11. 

Officials of the Attorney-General’s | 
Department at Quebec city have an- 
nounced that prosecutions will be | 
issued shortly against 25 theatres, | 


>| 
| 
most of them Montreal second and | 
third-run houses, accused of viola- 


tion of the provincial law barring 


ture theatres. Action is also being 
taken against several other Mont- 
real theatres accused of presenting 
vaudeville shows on Sundays con- 
trary to law. 


Provincial police began a drive 10 
days ago against theatres giving 
Sunday shows and allowing ju- 
| veniles admission in contravention 
|; of the law. Question of Sunday 
shows in cabarets and night clubs | 





clarification of their legality com- | 
| pared to stage presentations has 
| come as yet from the Attorney-Gen- 
| eral’s Department. 
| based on evidence obtained last 
week. Action is being continued 
| this weekend and further prosecu- 
tions are expected. 

Delay in prosecutions is explained 
by time taken up in sending com- 
plaints from Montreal to Quebec, 
getting attorney-general’s or his 
deputy’s signature and transfer of 
documents to Quebec City for study 
and action. 





NIGH’S PROBLEM KIDS 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
William Nigh has the problem of 
directing the Dead End Kids in their 
newest picture, ‘Tough as They 
|Come,’ at Universal. 
Ken Goldsmith exercises remote 
control as associate producer. 





Observers blamed the | 


Admish, Sunday Shows, 


Miss Bruce just 


| 
j 
| 


minors under 16 from moving pic- | 


Prosecutions are | 


mission here was ‘not official.’ The 
British film executive obtained an 
excellent, albeit unexpected, vaca- 
tion in Bermuda, for the 42-ton fly- 
ing boat spent five days swinging at 
| anchor in the Coral Isle’s harbor be- 
| cause of nasty North Atlantic winde- 
storms. 
Stars to Washington 

Eastern Airlines acted as_ taxi 
magnates for a host of stars bobbing 
down to Washington at mid-week 
for the capital presentation of the 
patriotic pageant ‘It’s Fun to Be 
Free,’ staged in the District of Co- 
lumbia’s Uline Ice Arena before 
some 10,000 persons. Among those 
treading the EAL gancplanks were 
Burgess Meredith, Betty Field, 
Simone Simon, Lou Holtz, John 

teinbeck, Wilbur Evans, Eddie 
Matthews, Gwen E. N. Congers, 
Johnny Burke and his wife and Rose 
Keane, production boss of the show, 
who said the next stop of the Ben 
Hecht and Charlie MacArthur the- 
atrical nose-thumbing at dictators 
would be St. Louis. 

Carol Bruce, who left 
| for the Town of Tinsel and Film 
Talkers, returned from Hollywood 
aboard Frideemorn’s sTWAtoliner 
for a look-see at her native town. 
finished ‘Keep ’Em 
Flying’ with Abbott and Costello. 

The Fondas in N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fonda chose 
the TWA way from LA for a 10- 
day stay to show-shop, etc., while 
Mr. F. makes a radio broadcast and 


Broadway 





|handles some other metropolitan 
biz. 
| Sonja Henie was off to Indian- 


| apolis again, on the TWA Sky Chief, 
|to keep an eye on an ice show she 
hag been rehearsing out yonder; and 
Irving Berlin TWAed to the other 
lend of the carline for an indefinite 
stay. 

Darryl F. Zanuck, producer-di- 
rector who now totes a lieutenar’t- 
colonel’s insignia on his should«c & 
hopped Eastern Air Line’s Washing- 
ton Special to report to the War De- 


was also raised at the time, but no| partment. 


Zanuck revealed that he'll leave 
his army post about ofce a month 
to fly to the West Coast on biz while 
| doing his ‘hitch.’ 

Kate Hepburn and Dan Topping 
| were both skedded in from the Coast 
| but the curtains of clouds grounded 
them west af the Mississippi and 
they, presumably, caught eastbound 
trains. 


Benchley’s 3 Par Briefies 


Paramount at the end of this 
month will put three Robert Bench- 
ley shorts before the cameras at 
Eastern Service Studios, Astoria, 
L. I. Leslie Roush w... direct, with 
scripts by Benchley and Justin Her- 
man, Par write:. 

Completion cf the trio of briefies 
will complete the half-dozen Bench- 
leys promised for this year. Three 
were made last snring 
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ST. PAUL 
“Birth “a beats 


“Zanzibar” by 15%! 











BOSTON 
“Birth” beats 
“Zanzibar” by 15%! 
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REISSUE FILM CHISELIN 








HAYS OK FOR 
GSTRING TAG 


‘G-String Murders,’ Gypsy’ Rose 
Lee’s break-in as an author, moved 





a step closer to celluloid last week | 


with approval by the Hays office of 
the title. Scrub-it-up outfit made | 
known no action on the yarn itself, 
but will probably announce its de- | 
cision this week. 
proval will be given with not-too- 
serious deletions. 


the cameras next Monday (17) with 


| Betty Field starred. 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 





| 


It’s expected ap- | 
j Girls,’ 


Dakar, a book with a factual 
background of the African port, has | 


been bought by 20th-Fox to provide} 


basic material for a film. It is by! 
Emil Lengyel. Bennett Cerf, who 


will publish the volume shortly, han- 
dled the sale. Price understood to be 


|} around $3,500. 





Par’s ‘Witch’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. 
‘The Passionate Witch,’ novel on 
which Paramount recently took an 
option, was purchased by the studio 
last week. Yarn was started by 
Thorne Smith and was finished, af- 
ter Smith died, by Norman Matson. 
Metro purchased ‘The Harvey 
by Eleanore Griffin and Wil- 


'liam Rankin. 


| 


United Artists holds an option on | 


‘G-String,’ 
the Hays office word. Deal was ne- 
gotiated for UA’s new producing | 


with purchase hinging on | 


unit by David O. Selznick’s eastern | 


story ed, Katherine Brown. 
Hurley, who will work in the 
production outfit, will 
handle the lensing. 

Jerome Weidman’s ‘I'll Never Go 
There Anymore,’ recently published, 
has been purchased by Warner Bros., 
pending final approval by Jack War- 
ner. Price was $8,500. 

‘Sundown Jim,’ western yarn by 
Ernest Haycox, h:- been bought by 
20th-Fox. Price was around $12,509. 


UA 


probably | 


Harold | 


Isabel Lennert and Lee Gold sold 
‘Once Upon a Thursday’ to Metro. 

20th-Fox bought ‘Dakar,’ by Emil 
| Langy el. 


VAN SCHMUS TEES OFF 
FILMS’ RED CROSS DRIVE 


W. G. Van Schmus, managing di- 
rector of Radio City Music Hall, is 








|chairman of the motion pictures di- 
_vision in the annual roll call of the 


| Cross. 


Hoss opry is planned as a starrer for | 


John Kimbrough, the 1940 Texas A. 
& M. All-American. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ novel 
by Bruce Marshall, which was dram- 


atized on Broadway four years ago, 
hz; been purchased by RKO. Studio 
reid around $10,000 for scveen rights. 


Play, by Bryan Dokerty, had only a 
short Broadway run, 

RKO bought from 
the rights to a short story by Mary 
Roberts Rinehart. Yarn, labeled 
‘One Hour of Glory,’ appeared Jn 
Good Housekeepin* in May, 1940, 
and was bought by WB shortlv afier 


Warner Bros. 


New York chapter, 
Campaign 
opened yesterday (Tues.) and con- 
tinues until Nov. 30. 

It is the aim of the division lead- 
ers to increase the membership at 
least two and one-half times in or- 
cer to cope with the increased 
mands for 
tre New 
nounc 


American Red 
for 


York chapter. In 


ement to the film 


an an- 


Van Schmus declared that the chap- 
ter this year has provided for re- 
lief 360,479 garments and 2,225,000 
surgical dressings. It has aided 
15.000 residents to obtain informa- 
tion of more than 34,000 relatives in 
the war-stricken E:tropean coun- 
tries, and has forwerced food to war 
prisoners and child refutees 


























that, reportedly as a vehicle for Al- ne the national body $47,- 
bert Basserman. Original end resale 087,090 in wer relief has been 
pric@were both around °7,5°0 shipped overseas. 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat.’ novel by ' ee 
Isobel Scott Rorick which Pare- Hive'y’s Par Kickoff 
mount bought earlier this year, !s Hollywood. Nov. 11 
turning out to be a phenomenon of haere eae ob 2 ap a 
the publishing industry. It has been Fis a — for “—— eave y eases 
near the top of the best-seller list, ‘'S new d rector oar act with 
for more than a year. Ard instead * mou The enee Curta n. 
of doing the usual nosedive after sed cn a mystery yarn by Cornell 
such an unusually lengthy stay, it, Woolrich 
moved this week from seventh place Hiv recently resi szned a di- 
to fifth place. Par will put it before rectorchip at RKO. 
ee oo — - — —_ ————$———— — SS 
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| partly by a lot of exhibitors as a 2 Opened around Dec. 1. 


| 
} 
| 


members | 


de- | 
funds and material from | 


industry | 


AAGKET WORKS 


IN TWO WAYS 


Exhibs Stall on New Product, 
and Play Oldies Under 
New Titles; 
Fans (Femmes Especially ) 
Chisel on Refunds 





INDUSTRY HEADACHE 


The continued use of reissues, 


means of stalling on new season’s 


deals with full-line as well as con-! 


sent decree distributors, is resulting 
in increased trouble with customers 


who in greater numbers are demand-| 


ing refunds. 
Playing old pictures under new 
titles, spreading the marquee with 


| boxoffice names and, in effect, trying 


to snare the unsuspecting patron un- 


der false pretenses, are contributing, 


to the condition that has developed. 
When not using two oldies, an exhib 
sometimes will couple a reissue with 
a new season’s release which may 
add a little enticement to the bait 
through title, names or billing. 

A customer may not have seen the 
new film but recognizes the old one 
and after having sat through the first, 
if coming in when it’s on, will de- 
mand aeée refund. Managers are 
handing back the price of admission 
in many cases, but in’ others are 
reported starting to get tougher not 
only because of the money that has 
been returned from 
but because of the bookkeeping, 
angle, etc. 

Public Gyppery 

Saying they are dying 
issues, but still don’t want 
up with film at the rentals being de- 
manded, exhib Opinion is that a lot 
of people try to chisel in the matter 
of refunds. Believed that some come 
in to catch one picture, being satis- 
fied with that much and then want 
their money back. A check on ticket 


tax 


with re- 
to load 


stub numbers would indicate what 
time that person came iam and 
whether the whole show was seen 


but whether or not the patron is ly- 


ing about having seen it before is 
open to doubt. Often, in that case 


the refund is made so as not to cre- 
ate ill will. 

Another supposed stunt 
out the time a picture 
haps a big one 
that the 
beginning 
half of it 
Follow 


theory 


is to find 
goes on, per- 
made years before, so 
patron can come in at its 
and then barge out after 
is over to demand a refund. 
-through on that stunt, in 
is to come back when another 
cashier or manager is around and see 
the other half, again getting the cost 


of the admission back. Frequently 
cashiers make refunds without ap- 
proval of managers who may not be 
around at the time. Women are be- 
lieved to be greater offenders of the 
refund evil, including where re- 
sues are not plaved, than men 

Distribs will not permit exhibs to 
raid the wuts of every old film on 
which a workable print exists but 
they provide a representative num- 
ber of reissues or repeats just the 
ame. The old product is ordinarily 
used more in the late spring or sum- 
mertime than during the fall, when 
a new season is under way, but if ex 
hibs continue to delay on buying it 
may be that the distribs will greatly 
restrict the availibility of reissues in 
spite of the ‘found’ rentals they 
bring. 


Public apathy against films in gen- 


eral and destroyed confidence in 
theatres because of being stung with 


old pictures is something also that 
might awaken industry attention in 
connection with the continued prac- 
tice of playing dead film. 


FOSTER’S TOP TRICK 


Hollywood, Nov. 11, 


Preston Foster drew the co-star- | 


'ring spot with Richard Dix in Harry 


Sherrnan’s high-budget story of 
|western pioneers, ‘American Em- | 
pire. 
Willi McGann directs the film 
William McGann directs the 


for Paramount release. 


While the 


the boxoffice, | 








‘MOE SILVER HEADS 
ALBANY VARIETY TENT 


Albany, Nov. 11. 

M. A. Silver, Warner zone man- 
ager here who has been given the 
Pittsburgh territory, was elected 
first Chief Barker of the local Va- 
riety Club, Tent 9, at a reorganization 
meeting attended by 75 members. 
| Other officers elected were L. R. 
|Golding, Fabian Theatres,. first as- 
sistant barker; Clayton Eastman, 
Paramount, second assistant; Chas. 
A. Smakwitz, Warners, treasurer; 
Herman L. Ripps, Metro, secretary. 

Silver intends to relinquish his 
office as Chief Barker to Golding as 
soon as organization plans are com- 
pleted, when entire slate of officers 
will move up. Clubrooms to be 
| located at the Ten Eyck hotel will 
Canvas- 
;men named were S. N. Fabian, J. 
‘Meyer Schine, Wm. Smalley, M. 
Grasgreen, S. J. Arojowitz and Fred 
Archibald. 


} 
| 
} 











Daugherty Heads D. C. 
Washington, Nov. 11. 

Vincent Daugherty, Paramount, 
was elected Chief Barker of the local 
Variety Club, succeeding Hardie 
Meakin, manager of RKO Keith's. 
Sam Wheeler and John Allen were 
'elected assistant chief barkers, and 
Eddie Fontaine, secretary. Sam 
Galanty was reelected treasurer. 
New members of the board of gov- 
ernors: John J. Payette, Nate 
Golden, Harry Lohmeyer, Fred | 
Kogod, Sam Galanty, Carter Barron, 
Eddie Fontaine, Berger, Daugherty, 
Wheeler and Allen. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Nov. 
Paramount is refilming West. ‘Is 
East’ as ‘The Bride Goes West.’ 
‘Behind Broadway Lights’ is re- 
leased tag on ‘Mr. District Attorney 
in the Carter Case’ at Republic. 


EASE RED TAPE 





Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 11. 

Dixie house construction booming 
again, with reports materials and 
contractors, tied-up several months 
on defense jobs, are easier to obtain. 

L. T. Thomason expected to an- 
nounce plans for new Spartanburg 
independent layout soon. 

Leland Young receiving bids for 
Clinton, S. C., unit. 

Work started on Rogers, Ark., 
house for Marvin Carroll and asso- 
ciates. 

H. G. Fulgham building 800-seat- 
| er, $40,000 budget, Fort Worth, Tex. 

J. G. Long has awarded contract 
for Texas City (Tex) theatre. Seats 
900. 

Contract let by W. E. Drumbar and 
Walter Morris for $15,000 house on 
Tennessee avenue, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Par Extends Debenture 
Exchange Offer to Dec. 5 


Paramount executive 
of directorate acted last Monday 
| 10) to extend its debenture ex- 
| change offer date from Nov. 10 to 
|Dec. 5. It also was decided at the 
|special meeting to call all 3%% 
|econvertible debentures outstanding 
lon that date, with redemption set 
for Dec. 12. 

| More than $10,200,000 of the 3% % 
debs have been surrendered to the 
Manufacturers Trust Co. for ex- 





committee 





change, according to Stanton Grif- 
| fis, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee. This total represents more 


ithan 80% of the 3%% debentures 
| outstanding. Paramount had offered 
lto exchange these debentures and 
j other bank loans for new 4% deben- 
tures, with later. callable date. 




















ED WYNN’S “Boys 


moments of the season.” 


Apollon—Apollon did things to h 
no other virtuoso is able to do.” 





KASPAR MONOHAN, Pittsbu 


the old vaudeville stage. 
dolin virtuoso. 
accept Mr. 
Paderewski is to the piano... 


evening.” 





Just Concluded 44 Weeks — Featured with 


DAVE 


APOLLON 


WALTER WINCHELL, Daily Mirror, said: 
Ed Wynn’s hit—one of the season’s high spots—loved it.” 


DANTON WALKER, Daily News: “The scene between Ed Wynn 
and Dave Apollon is something right out of ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
and deserves to go down in local history as one of the funniest 


BURNS MANTLE, Daily News: 


very best assistants is Dave Apollon, known to every devotee of 

Mr. Apollon, you must know, is the man- | 
He plays miraculously and I, 
Wynn’s assurance that Dave is to the mandolin what 


DAVE APOLLON) 


Opens with His Own Act 


HIPPODROME, BALTIMORE 
Week November 27 


EARLE, WASHINGTON 
Week December 5 


DECCA RECORD ALBUM NOW RELEASED 


Cibson Instruments Exclusively 


and Girls Together”’ 


“Dave Apollon act in 





“Ed Wynn introduces Dave 
is mandolin strings that probably 


rgh Press: “One of Mr. Wynn's | 


for one, am willing to 


provide the musical gem of the 








FOR DIXIE BLDG. 











Management —- BERNARD BURKE 
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A Universal Pay Cut And Radio 


—If Treasury Proposal Is Adopted, Trade, Now Booming, Will Probably Be Slowed Down. 
—Canada-Style Curtailment of Installment Buying Another Possibility That Would Clip -Advertising. 
—Priorities Situation Already Hurting Some Advertising, But Others Enjoying Peak Sales. 
—Some Spot Advertisers Reported Grumbling at Station Rate Boosts Under Reallocation. 











By Robert J. Landry 


What happens to radio’s advertising volume if and when 
the United States officially gets into the war? Or what hap- 
pens if, an open declaration being omitted, the threefold pres- 
sures of price ceilings, priorities and further lessening of 
imports combine with the present staggering tax burdens to 
force a full war economy anyhow? Already the United 
States is probably 55% of the way into a war economy. 

There are basic long-pull questions on which remarkably 
little discussion has taken place in the broadcasting trade. 
One good reason why there has been so little discussion, of 
course, is that nobody really knows enough to make confi- 
dent predictions or to imaginatively pre-construct what the 
world and the U. S. A. may be like by, say, next Juné. 


Unreal-Seeming Contrast Of 


Present Boom and Forebodings 


Meantime there is a startling and, at the moment, unreal- 
seeming contrast between things as they are in most radio 
stations, and right now things are very nice indeed, and the 
dire forebodings now being envisaged by some sponsors and 
advertising agencies who see many of broadcasting’s custom- 
ers, if not necessarily many broadcasters themselves, certain 
to have bumpy going in 1942. 

The worry talk is mostly centered in those industries which 
are dependent upon imports from Asia and Africa for essen- 
tial ingredients, or upon stocks of metals and chemicals that 
are under harsh Government rationing to the sole or pre- 
dominant benefit of defense manufacturers. But there are 
others who worry more every week. 

Already the pressing question with many an advertising 
agency calling upon its client is not ‘what about the cam- 
paign?’ but instead ‘what about the inventory?’ In other 
words, not increasing volume but maintaining it. 


Widespread Rate Boosts As 


Stations Get Power Increases 


Naturally it is hard for radio stations presently loaded to 
overflowing with spot orders to share any mood of pessimism. 
This accoupts for a roseate state of mind that tends to irritate 
some, if not all, priorities-anxious merchandizers. From the 
latter also come grumblings that because of the wavelength 
reallocation of last year, scores of radio stations have gotten 
FCC authority for power boosts and have recently priced 
their time higher. Whether these peevish spot customers 
would be inclined to mutter about rate increases if they were 
free of war shadows and able to carry on normally is, of 
course, just more fuel for the perennial quarrel between 
buyer and seller as to worth. Close-traders, i.e. the smaller 
and most price-conscious spot accounts with mail order ad- 
vert.sing psychology, are not slow to charge that overlap- 
ping signals nullify supposed circulation increases where 
several stations closely bunched in adjacent markets have 
all gotten FCC power boosts and have all upped their card 
rates. 


Drug Accounts Uncherished 
By Many Crowded Stations 


Broadcasters, as far as their opinions can be ascertained, 
seem unperturbed by the grumbiers. They point to waiting 
lists, the present necessity in many markets for actually 
turning down time contracts. Whatever advertising rate 
raises they have put through have not brought penalties. 
Cancellations? By advertisers? Don't be silly. It’s the other 
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How Goes the Radio Empire 


way round, Stations are cancelling or not renewing spot 
accounts in various lines, notably drugs, laxatives and cor- 
respondence schools. In short, the stations are so loaded 
with accounts that they are able to be ritzy to certain kinds 
of ‘dubious’ accounts in favor of more ‘reputable’ customers. 

As for the station sales reps in New York and Chicago they 
encourage rather than discourage their stations to push up 
the dollar sign always a little higher. Bigger rates mean 
bigger commissions. To the occasional Jeremiah among the 
spot accounts, who presumes to hint that an epidemic of 
‘Just because’ rate raises might be followed by embarrassing 
need later on to cut rates, the answer is that the whole busi- 
ness world may go ka-plunk on its bassoon one day, but 
meantime, so what? 


Stations are not particularly publicizing their selective 
practices. This is the sort of thing that happens rather 
quietly. One broadcaster, C. F. Phillips of WFBL, Syracuse, 
makes the shrewd distinction that the boom has produced an 
increased activity in drug accounts and that broadcasters 
anxious to keep their schedules safe from public criticism 
merely have redoubled their vigilance to keep pace with the 
added volume of questionable copy that would encourage 
self-medication where a physician's services are required.’ 
His contemporary at WSYR, Harry Wilder, believes it is true 
that the radio industry is generally firmer toward drug ac- 
counts. Arden Pangborn, of KGW, Portland, Ore., puts it as 
‘not over-burdening our audience with internal patent medi- 
cine copy which mentions specific human giblets.’ Eugené 
Pulliam, of WIRE, Indianapolis, believes that few advertisers 
today will put up an argument against any reasonable ob- 
jection raised by a station to copy. 

Because of the defense boom and ready cash opportuni- 
ties, there has been a noticeable rise recently in cost-per- 
inquiry bids, reports Craig Lawrence of KRNT, Des Moines. 
But, of course, no first-rate station has entertained such prop- 
ositions for vears. 
flies. = 

Schools purporting to prepare youth for lush jobs in de- 
fense industries are conspicuous among the newer clients of 
spot broadcasting. Gadget firms peddling fancy fountain 
pens and cameres are also newly active. 

(Parenthetically: it maddens the drug accounts to be 
snooted by stations that meantime accept purely local credit 
houses that peddle jewelry, clothing and furs on installment 
buying. In reference to the mean average kind of advertis- 


ing copy allegediy used by dollar-down, dollar-fsrever 
houses in scores of American cities, the drug trademark men 
feel themselves. by comparison, very unoffending.) 


Grim Prephets See Priorities 
Bankrupting Small Business2s 


Meantime what 1942 holds for all businesses, especially the 
small ones, does not make cheerful reading in the reports of 
the professional prophets in Washington itself. One eco- 
nomic thsayer has foretold the bankruptcy or closing of 
ever 130,000 small firms employing 20 or less hands each. 
The depressant effect of such a development would, of course, 
spell distress and dislocation of. grave proportions. 

Last week’s revejation that the Treasury proposes a with- 
holding tax amounting, in effect, to a 15°, universal pay cut 
for everybody on top of the unprecedentedly high income 
taxes recently voted cannot spell cut anything that’s pleas- 
ant to contemplate. Over this,.weekend it was evident that 
hardly anything has so frightened so many people as this pro- 
posal to institute the checkoff for every citizen in the land. 
It sent a shudder through the public, not to mention business 

Craig Lawrence reports that priorities and lack of raw 


periods on Friday and Saturday spondence 


It’s simply that sun and sugar attract’ 


Swift meat packing house has been | ried in sum 


materials for shipping reasons have affected automotive, 
farm machinery, refrigerator and radio set advertising, but 
that the boom in other lines easily absorbs such losses. This 
is about the essence of the comment expressed by Johnny 
Gillin, of WOW, Omaha, who I8st a daily quarter-hour spon- 
sored by auto dealers, but promptly re-sold the program to 
another kind of advertiser. 

Mercantile establishments that have lost cooperative funds, 
formerly used to radio advertise various gadgets and ap- 
pliances now suffering from priorities, have shifted to em- 
phasize other still-available lines. This is the observation of 
Don Davis, of WHB, Kansas City, who notes increased ani- 
mation in food, drug, cosmetic and tobacco classifications. 


Warnings have of course been sounded by Washington of- 
ficials for some time pointing to,.the probability of large- 
scale priorities unemployment as another grim by-product of 
1942. The recent example of Canada in demanding that a 
50° down payment shall be legally mandatory in installment 
buying may also be adopted in the U. S. A. Coupled to the 
prospective ,universal pay cut, priorities, price ceilings and 
war stoppage of shipping, all add up to something that may 
hit radio stations in the end. 


Broadcasting May Be Better 
Off Than Many U. S. Industries 


Yet against the note of pessimism and the knowledge that 
millions of Americans are destined to have misery inflicted 
upon them during 1942 «with 1943 more or less up to Stalin's 
armies), there remains some plausible grounds to suppose 
broadcasting may be considerably more fortunate than many 
industries. That is to say there will prebably be defense- 
busy houses that will prefer to invest part of present profits 
in future goodwill and trademark prestige, even though 
superficially they have not current need for advertising. 
This will offset the drop-outs. The fact that package goods 
and cheap items generally need mass advertising, whether 
times are normal or abnormal, to maintain mass marketing, 
also will, in good opinion, probably prove a steadying in- 
fluence for radio. 

All of which comment is highly speculative as is what 
the courts may rule in the plea CBS and NBC are taking to 
them Dec. 15 to stop the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion from being, as the webs claim, ‘arbitrary’ in attitude and 
‘unlawful’ in procedure. The leaders of the networks have 
not failed to underscore the point that a regulatory blitzkrieg 
is being launched against radio at the very moment that radio 
is expected to perform, and actually and enthusiastically is 
performing vast deeds for the national defense, the sale of 
war stamps and bonds, and the gradual if reluctant fusing to- 
‘us people. 


gether of a disunited and disnu‘2ttc 


In an Era of the Ironic, 


Radic Will Have Its Share 


These are days of ironic contrasts. The taxpayers finance 
Martin Dies to witch-hunt among the Communists, and the 
ame taxpayers also finance a billfon dollar loan to Soviet 
Russia. Confronted by the greatest tax and rising price bur- 
dens in American history the individual citizens are faced 
with a universal pay cut sponsored by the Government in 
the name of a more abundant life. And radio the chief 
organ relied upon by the Government to keep up public 
morale, is pushed into an all-out fight with its Government. 

But despite all ironies Martin Dies will undoubtedly per- 
severe and the taxpayers will probably stagger through, and 


radio will, at a guess, out-last James Lawrence Fly. 


pany as its second sponsor this week. | KSTP and WTCN always. have had | Drake’s ‘Sunrise Salute’ and ‘House- 
Set through BBD&O agency, Min-|the bars pretty well up 
neapolis. Will have the 8-8:15 a.m. | tively little 


Comvara- | wives Protective League’ in the in- 
medicinal and corre- | terest of their magazine, Hygeia 


school advertising is car- a 
total, taking in all of 


Insurance, Schools Get O.O. 
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Although the ‘Christmas rush’ is 
not so bang-up as last year at this 
time there seems little question that, 


others for station to find a spot on 
schedule. 

Church feels the clean-up will be 
|completed by February. 


on the whole, spot radio is enjoying | 


a seller’s market in which stations | 


are sold out in the areas of defense 
coin and nearly sold out very gen- 
erally. Many of the elements in the 
present picture together with the 
outlook for 1942 are described in a 
general story on this page. Meantime 
these scattered news items are col- 
lated together for accumulative sig- 
nificance. 


Arthur Church’s Policies 
Kansas City, Nov. 11. 
Arthur Church, who recently ve- 
toed beer and wine advertising for 
his KMEC kere, will carry his copy 
supervision several steps further. 
Upon expiration of current contracts 


KMBC won’t renew laxatives and | 


certain other medicinals. Church is 
opposed to anything that ‘might be 
considered on borderline of good 
taste in radio material reaching 
mixed groups.’ Affected clients 
have been notified already. 
Previously station began policy of 
confining drug accounts to certain 
times of the day and never adja- 
cent to food programs. This rule by 
itself discouraged some questionable 
accounts, made it difficult as to 


| 


Have to Decide Fast 
Chicago, Nov. 11 

Under existing boom conditions 
stations will hardly kold a time spot 
open a day for an agency 
big accounts were embarrassed quite 
early in the fall when they 
dallied on signatures taking tjeir 
options for granted. This is a great 
seller’s market. Time buyers have 
to make up their minds fast, some- 
times in a few hours. 


Several 


dilly- 





Willard Tablets, Crystex, Serutan | 
and other such drug items are find- | 


ing the going a little tougher now, 
though most of the stations: which 
have used these advertisers in the 
past are remaining loyal to them 


But once off the air their time is 
immediately sold elsewhere. 

Dr. Pierce’s two products, Lydia 
Pinkham and a number of the small- 


(er insurance companies using radio, | 


such as Crown, Union, are meeting 
'with strict scrutiny by stations on 
| copy. 





Chicago, Nov. 11. 
NBC ‘Breakfast Club’ program 
takes on the Cream of Wheat com- 


and permitting them to continue. | 


sponsorship 8:30-8:45 slice on Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday, and con- 
tinues on this schedule. 


No Room for Xmas Special 

Milwaukee, Nov. 11. 
Each of the town’s three radio 
|stations in past years have kad sev- 
eral weeks of pre-Christm: bally- 
hoo fo1 evariment store toy depart- 
ments. Billie, the Brownie.’ is 
WTMJ for Schuster’ 
‘Gimbie and Ellie’ are regulars for 
WISN and Gimbel’s, while the ‘Cin- 
namon Bear’ carried on WEMP for 
the Boston Store. Two first named 


standard on 


are back this year in their accus- 
tomed places, but ‘Cinnamon Bear’ 
is missing, apparently a wartime 


casualty. 

C. J. Lanphier, manager of WEMP, 
asserting the station’s time is al- 
ready so filled up that any special 
holiday business is crowded out, and 
no effort is being made to obtain 
any. 


No Minneapolis Sellout 
Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 

Local radio stations are not im- 
posing stricter restrictions on me- 
dicinal and other types of accounts 
‘including correspondence _ schools. 
| Most stations declare they have been 
|particular about suck accounts right 
pow and see no need of tightening 
the reins further. 

None of the local stations are any- 
where near ‘sold out.’ However, 
}such leading stations as WCCO, 


the six Twin City commercial sta- 
|tions—this despite the fierce com- 
petition for business. 

The WCCO, KSTP, WTCN and 
WLOL ‘strict policy’ relative to jc- 
counts, for example, includes a re- 


laxatives, 


and a refusal to take any of 


new fly-by-night 


Seattle, Nov. 11. 
No new restrictions are reported 
here on drug accounts. KIRO has 
no restrictions on hours but copy is 
subject to approval. Same goes for 


: . correspondence _— schools. Station 
quirement for clean copy, @ nix OM | gooen% take insurance companies 
: per insistence that accounts unless they are_ licensed in this 
hall be of established reputation ie . ~ 

. 7 KOMO and KJR don't take druj 
- . pots during breakfast or noon hour 


crool copy 


Otherwise ] 


KRSC takes no 


Pulaes 


or after 5 p.m 


by N.A.B. code 


| Some Copy Rejects In L. A. correspondence schools unless guar- 

| Los Angeles, Nov. 11 nteed. KOL carefully checks re- 
KHJ recently kicked out Doane’s | jjapjlity of drug accounts and doe 

pills and refused Cystex. Copy is | tare mail order schools. 

watched closely Don Thornburgh All stations here are well loaded 


at CBS and Tracy Moore, head of 
Blue sales here, both deny that re- 
strictions are any more severe than 
they have long been. Both stress 
the ‘good taste always’ routine. 


cordings from 5 to 6 a.m. sponsored 
by Consolidated Drug Trade Prod- 
ucts. As for correspondence schoo] 


carry such accounts nor have they 
been approached. Lewis Allen Weiss 


said he cracked down on them some | 


time ago when they tried to sneak 
|into their copy ‘guarantee of jobs 
|to those who complete the course.’ 

The American Medical Association 
j has bought time on KNX in what is 
| believed to be the first time the or- 
|ganization has gone commercially 
| radio. Docs have contracted for a 
| week’s participation in Galen 


KNX has one solid hour of re- | 


;courses, none of the big stations | 








| 
| 


on spots. 
F-M’s Starting Biz 
Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

WFIL’s F-M station, W53PH, was 
launched on the air last night (Mon- 
day)—the first Philly station to get 
under way for regular broadcast- 
ing. WCAU’s W69PH is contesting 
the ‘first-on-the-air’ title on the 
strength of beginningsetest broadcasts 
last Sunday night (2). 

A one-hour ‘dedicatory program,’ 
aired simultaneously over WFIL and 
W53PH officially christened the new 
outlet. 

Speakers on the initial program 
included Jack Shepard, Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, Roger W. Clipp, Major 
Edwin H. Armstrong, inventor of F- 

(Continued on page 38) 
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MUTUAL'S $839,829 MONTH 





Radio Corp. Intake Up $26,462,000 
For Gross Revenue of $115,217,879 


But Net Profit Boost Is Slight 


Radio Corp. of America was socked 
heavily by increased taxation in the 
first three quarters this year, earn- 
ings statement issued last week re- 
vealing net profit of $7,370,165 as 
compared with $5,209,043 in corre- 
sponding first nine months last year. 

RCA gross revenue from opera- 
tions totalled $115,217,879 in the 
nine-month period ending last Sept. 
30, or more than $26,462,000 greater 
than the $88,750,598 in corresponding 
period of 1940. But net profit was 
only about $2,161,000 ahead of the 
first nine months last year. 


Tax bite was $9,469,900 in the nine- 
month period this year, or approxi- 
mately $7,000,000 greater than the 
$2,523,900 needed for taxes in 1940. 
Largest item was for excess profits 
tax totalling $5,509,800 as against 
only $504,700 in the same period of 
1940. Normal and surtax amounted 
to $3,960,100 in contrast to only $2,- 
019.200 in corresponding 9 months 
last year. 

Report revealed that the cost of 
goods sold, general operating, devel- 
opment, selling and administrative 
expenses increased about $17,316,000 
to $95.895,714. 

RCA totals for interest, deprecia- 
tion and amortization of patents did 
not vary greatly from last year. 

After paying $2,414,598, about the 
game as paid last year, for preferred 
dividends, company showed a little 
better than 35c per common share 
compared with 20c last year. 


STAUFFER WEST 
FOR ACCOUNT 
TAKEOVER 


Joe Stauffer, radio director of the 
Kenyon & Eckhardt agency, 
Saturday (8) for Hollywood to lay 
the groundwork for the takeover of 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee’s Sunday 
night program (NBC-Red) Jan. 5. 
Stauffer has the task of lining up 
writers and a producer. 

Circumstance that Standard 
Brands has extended the contracts 
of Edgar Bergen and Bud Abbott and 
Lou Costello for only 13 weeks be- 








yond the first of the year caused the} 


trade last week to speculate as to 


whether the sponsor was considering | 


dropping this combination for a 
cheaper program. Bergen’s cur- 
rent contract, cleared through the| 
J. Walter Thompson agency, was 
based on 52 weeks, play or pay. 





WLW, Cues, Commercial 
Out of N. Y. Railroad 


Terminal Now Airing 


Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 


WLW's Travel Time series, piped 


from New York City’s Pennsylvania | 


Railroad Station by Paul Hodges, 
staffer, Mondays, Fridays and Satur- 
d ys at 10:45 p.m., is being 
sored by Waltham pens. Blurbing 
began Saturday (8). 

Hodges, who chats with travelers, 
conducted the programs from Cincy’s 
Terminal depot for many months be- 
fore switching to NYC a few weeks 
ago. 


Just Fooling Around 


Dallas, Nov. 

Two quarter hour programs titiea | 
‘Just Foolin’ Around on the Key- 
boards’ with Paul Wellbaum bowed | 
in on Thursday (6) over KGKO. 

Sponsored by the Brooks 
Piano Co. 





May 








RADIO CREATES A NEW JOB 


It’s Director of Recorded Programs 
—WMCA Appoints One 








WMCA, New York, has appointed 
a director of recorded programs. It’s 
probably a ‘first.’ 


He’s Paul Scheiner, who has been 


employed by Martin Block at 
WNEW and at Lord & Thomas 
agency. He’ll be under Walter 


Craig, the regular program director. 

Scheiner’s task is to liven up the 
continuity, select the discs, give life 
and form to the dise jockey romps. 


LARRY SCHWAB 
LEAVES BIOW 


Lawrence Schwab’s deal . with 
Milton Biow hasn't worked out as 
well as Schwab had expected and 
the two are parting company as of 











i 1. Schwab, producer of Broad- 
}- ray musicals and with a _ similar 
Hollywood background, joined the 


| Biow agency three months ago as 
| program impresario. 

In the interim Schwab inserted 
{Una Merkel into Philip Morris’ 


Tuesday night stanza on the NBC- 
Red and built audition shows around 
Gertrude Lawrence and Walter 
O'Keefe. 








NEW HIGH IN 
WEBS HloTORY 


Mutual Breaks Away From 
Policy of Reticence on 
Monthly Time Sales Re- 
ports Adopted by NBC and. 
CBS in January of This 
Year and Emulated by 
MBS in April 





7% OVER 1940 








The Mutual Network has re- 
leased its monthly billings on the 
sale of time. In contrast, NBC and 
CBS are adhering to their policy of 
not making this information avail- 
able outside their own organization. 
MBS’s gross for last month (Octo- 
ber) was $839,829, and this repre- 
sented a new monthly high for the 
network 

In October, 1940, the network 
drew $784,576 frori the sale of time. 
On the basis of the latter figure the 
web’s revue for last month is 7% 
over the October '40 tally, but if 
the income from political broad- | 
casts the October °40 figure would | 
be $611,794 and the difference be- 
tween that total and the gross for 
October, 1941, would be 37.3%. 


Mutual’s cumulative revenue for 
the first 10 months of °41 is $5,373,- 
522, as compared with $3,562,509 for 
the like period of 1940. Increase 
so far this year amounted to 51.4%. 











Huge Tax Bite Holds Down CBS 
Net on $44,049,683 Revenues 
For Three Quarters of 1941 





‘THE HOUSE OF CRIME’ 


Y&R Waxes With Baker, McMahon 
and Vance In Chief Roles 








Young & Rubicam agency will 
record this week an audition in- 
stallment of ‘The House of Crime’ 
with Benny Baker, Horace Mac- 
Mahon and Vivienne Vance. Baker 
and Miss Vance are in ‘Let’s Face 
It,, Broadway music, while Mac- 
Mahon is from pictures. 

Baker and Harold Collins 
authored the serial. 


RAYMER WELDS 
PACIFIC BLOC 


Paul Raymer has taken on the 
representation of KMPC, Beverly 
Hills, following a break between 
himself and KFWB, Los Angeles. 

Raymer now represents KFSD, 
San Diego; KTMS, Santa Barbara, 
and the McClatchy stations and may 
with the addition soon of outlets in 
Portland, Seattle and Spokane be 
able to represent a station lineup ex- 
tending up and down the Pacific 
Coast. 


co- 











Ted Enns, national salesmanager 
for KSO-KRNT-WMT-WNAX, is re- 
covering from a tonsillectomy at his 
home in Des Moines. 





‘DENIAL OF PERSONAL RIGHTS 


4 
a 


left | 


spon- | 


s The 


Disputes will, of course, always arise as be- 
tween parties to a contract or to an under- 
standing not in binding legal form. . Nobody 
can. pre-judge the merits of such issues and no 
| group has a monopoly on good intentions or 
bad ethics. Especially in radio planning there 
is a wide area of speculative enterprise in 
which disappointment is more to be expected 
than fortune on a silver platter. Nevertheless 
it remains true, with all exceptions and ex- 
tenuating circumstances duly admitted, that 
the radio business, as a business, too often has 
disputes with individuals which unpleasantly 
reveal the existence of an organized custom to 
deprive individuals of a just consideration of 
their right to compensation. 


eee 





Corporations with a pleausible dread of 
nuisance and shake-down suits by crackpots, 
and fee 
| c aused to be gener ally adopted throu: ohout ra- 


crooks conti ngen cy law yers have 


dio a self-protective type of waiver in which 
individuals, as a prerequisite to negotiation, 
must sign away every frignt, including their 
own right to. protection against deliberate 
g pre ( ee 
fraud. ‘These waiver forms may be legally) 
|sound, but this does not prevent their being 
| notorious in the estimation of practically all 
| writers, producers, program creators, enter- 


| tainers and the ‘selling’ side of the trade gen- 
erally. As a one-sided proposition, these 
| waivers vie with a New York City apartment 
lease as a supreme achievement in legal 
| straightjacketing of the individual. 

waivers, however, are perhaps only 
| symptoms of a more basic attitude on the part 
lof some of the great organizations within the 


radio advertising trade, an attitude which 


| might profitab ily be examined in the sunshine 
| of newsprint. 


Self-protection is one thing; 
‘bulldozing individuals to meekly accept con- 
tractural walkouts is something else. 

It reflects no credit on this business that per- 
sons with excellent legal cases are so consist 


ently afraid to sue because the fear an under- 


cover boycott by whispering. Organizations 
that openly request the privilege of exemption 
from contractural responsibility on an implied 
promise of gratitude (which isn’t negotiable at 
the bank) and dn equally clear hint of preju- 





dice in the future if they don’t get a release 
are, as such cases multiply, creating a consid- 
erable gross volume of ill will against business, 


as such. And, 
dio business. 


more expressly, against the ra- 


Friends out of friendship and long 
cordial gladly contribute to the 
liquidation of an embarrassment that nobody 
could perhaps foresee. Most regulars in the 
trade are generous to the extreme in philo- 
sophical acceptance of sponsor vagaries and 


may, 
relationship, 





other unpredictables. But contracts are not 
supposed to be summarily cancelled on a 
unilateral basis. They are customarily subject | 
to bilateral negotiation for an adjustment. Un- 
fortunately, the smug and complacent 

time claim as a right what can only be 
granted as a favor, and they atte mpt to eniorce 
their demands by methods that are highly i 
vidious ‘| he re are just pthonees cases of thie | 
nature to keep the behind-the-scenes resent 


ments constantly stirred 

Blacklisting, or the threat of it, is peculiarly 
evil in the entertainment-advertising world. 
Injustices of this same character were espe- 
cially common in the old vaudeville industry 
and contributed a lot to the eventual normal 


decay that, not by coincident, preceded the | 
economic decay. 
From any point of view the high-handed 


style of carelessly throwing around organiza- 
tional weight to silence, intimidate or cajole 
lesser persons to abandon their rights and to 
help big corporations escape legal responsi- 
bility by striking at the roots of a possible 


ernoon 





claimant’s future livelihood is something that 
can only be deplored as a pediculous practice. 





Despite the fact that gross income 
increased more than $7,619,000 in the 
first 40 weeks of 1941 (ending Oct. 
4), as compared with. the first 39 
weeks of last year, the Columbia 
Broadcasting System and subsidiary 
companies net profit for the period 
this year rose only about $338,000 
over corresponding period of 1940, 
CBS’ statement issued last week re- 
veals $3,815,434 net profit as against 
$3,477,586 in comparable period last 
year 


Without including net profit of 
$200,000 (after taxes) resulting from 
Sale of stock of former subsid cor- 
porations engaged in artist manage- 
ment activities, CBS net profit for 
the nine months was approximately 
$3,615,434 or just about $138,000 
greater than last year. Corporation 
noted that the final profit figure in- 
cluded approximately $200,000 re- 
sulting from this artist subsidiary 
sale. 


Gross income of corporation from 
sales of time, lines, records, facili- 
ties, talent, etc. totalled $44,049,683 in 
comparison with $36,430,612 in the 
first three quarters of 1940. Com- 
pany’s statement showed $3,000,000 
provided for federal income and ex- 
cess profits taxes as compared with 
$1,600,172 in corresponding period 
last year. 


CBS report revealed earnings of 
$2.22 per share against $2.03 last 
year. 


Same day the earnings statement 
was issued, corporation’s directorate 
declared 65c cash dividend on Class 
A and Class B shares, payable Dec. 
5 to stockholders of record Nov. 21. 
This makes $2 declared or paid this 
year. 


LONG LINES 
STRIKE TO TIE 
UP RADIO? 





A report spread among the 
works yesterday (Tuesday) that the 
Federation of Long Lines Telephone 


net- 


Workers, an independent union, had 
set this Friday (14) as the date for 
calling a strike on the American 


Telephone 
technicians 
network 
country. 

No confirmation of the 
could be obtained yes 
(Tuesday) fr« 
York office, 
the day. 


and Telegraph Co. These 
handle the repeaters for 
hookup lines all over the 
report 
sterday aft- 


om the union’s 


New it being closed for 


~| Yale Students Drama 
On Colonial Web With 
Walter Pritchard Eaton 


New Haven, Nov. 11. 
Yale drama department resumes 
‘Listeners Theatre’ on WICC and 


| Colonial net Nov. 19. Walter Prit- 
chard Eaton, playwriting savant, will 


barnett broadcasts and Constance 
| Welch will handle production in as- 
| sociation 


with Judson La Haye of 
station. 

Plays will be concocted and per- 
formed by students. 





Paul Hesserl Joins NBC 


Paul Hesserl, former film camera- 
man in the army and before that 
a scripter for the ‘Marck of Time’ 
program, has joined the NBC special 
events department as a writer. 

He was at one time with King 
Features and wrote for film fan 
mags. 
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KDKA Engineer Solves Auto Radio 


Reception in Vehicle Tunnel; 
No Missed Soap Operas Now 





—_—__—_ + 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 
Radio reception in autos passing 
through Pittsburgh’s more than 
mile-long Liberty Tubes under Mt. 


Washington has just been accom- 
plished by KDKA engineers after 
months of experiments. As far as 
is known, it is the first time that 
reception has been achieved in ve- 
hicular tunnels, and until recently 
ersineers considered it practically 
impossible. 

Work on the problem was begun 
last spring at the suggestion of 
James B. Rock, general manager of 
KDKA, after he had received hun- 
dreds of letters from listeners com- 
plaining that they almost always 
missed their favorite soap operas in 
the mornings because they were 
usually driving through the Tubes 
at that time, the traffic Peak hour 
when it sometimes takes more than 
a quarter of an hour to get through. 
Others told him they never heard 
an early evening news broadcast for 
the same reason. 

In cooperation with the Allegheny 
County Commissioners, who bore a 
portion of the cost, KDKA footing 
the rest of the bill, T. C. Kenney, 
assistant to D. A. Myer, Westing- 
house’s chief engineer at the station, 
took personal charge of the experi- 
ments. During the course of some 
repair work, a wire was strung 
along the top of each tube and mo- 
torists who had better than average 
receiving sets found they could pick 
up a weak signal. That- gave Ken- 
ney his idea. He installed permanent 
wires in the tubes to act as anten- 
nas and to bring radio signals into 
these wires, an outside antenna and 
lead-in were required. Much more 
work than this was required, of 
course, but with the set-up as finally 
developed by Kenney, motorists can 
now drive through the tunnels with- 
out even having to adjust the vol- 
ume controls of their radios. The 
automatic volume control in the re- 
ceiving set takes care of the sig- 
nal strength between the two ends 
of the tunnels. 


Pittsburgh’s other four stations all 
publicly acknowledged the service 
Kenney and KDKA had done for 
them inasmuch as KDKA wasn’t con- 
tent to get just its own frequency, 
highest in town, heard within the 
tubes but extended it to include 
WCAE, WJAS, KQV and WWSW, 
too. 


J. WALTER THOMPSON 
INQUIRIES FOR WARD 


J. Walter Thompson agency is 
making time availability inquiries in 
behalf of the Ward Baking account. 

Queries concern one-minute an- 
nouncements, news programs and 
quarter-hour periods for transcrip- 
tions. 








‘No Sooner Said’— 





A Watertown, N. Y., woman is 
an intense fan of Sandra Mi- 
chael’s ‘Against the Storm’ serial. 
So much so that there has been 
an exchange of correspondence 
and one personal meeting with 
the authoress. 

Following last week's trans- 
oceanic interpolation into the 
serial of John Masefield, poet 
laureate of England, the fan 
mailed in congratulations and 
said now all that remained was 
to have President Roosevelt cut 
in, 

As it happened John Gibbs 
was able to wire the fan to tune 
in last Thursday (6) and hear 
Roosevelt speaking in ‘Against 
the Storm’s’ time period. 























The Smart Can 
Also Be Clean 
Up to $2 Worth 


Dallas, Nov. 11. 

The Oriental Laundry & Cleaning 
Co. -has been signed by station 
KGKO for 38 airings of a quarter- 
hour show titled ‘I Am An Amer- 
ican.’ Series is bef{ng handled direct 
and marks the sponsor’s return to 
radio for the first time in several 
years. 

The 10-minute live period consists 
of direct telephone calls from the 
studio to listeners registered in the 
“IT Am An American’ Club. Recipi- 
ents of the telephone calls are asked 
a questior pertinent to the broad- 
cast which, if answered correctly, 
entitles them to free laundry and 
cleaning service in amount of $2. 
Shows are aired twice weekly. 


SPONSOR’S DAUGHTER 








SINGS FOR HER DADDY! 





Fort Worth, Nov. 11. 
Universal Mills has added an ad- 
ditional quarter hour each Sunday 
afternoon to its five weekly quarter 
hours over KGKO. Sunday program 
stars Christine Stone, a contralto 


and daughter of Gaylord Stone, pres- | 


ident of Universal Mills. 

Ernest Tubb, cowboy singer car- 
ries the burden on the week day 
broadeasts. Concurrent with the 
schedule change account has gone 
from the Ray K. Glenn agency to 
Advertising Business, both of this 
city. 





Temporary Injunction Hearings Dec. 15 


Three-Man Statutory Court to Hear Pleas of NBC, 
CBS That FCC Behaves Unreasonably 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Courtroom promises of the 
FCC to defer enforcement of 
the chain-monopoly regulations 
pending Federal court decision 
on the validity of the reforms 
were backed up Monday (10) by 
Chairman James L. Fly. Stipu- 
lation has been engineered with 
attorneys for the networks post- 
poning effective date of the 
commandments until after the 
court hearing on the NBC-CBS 
injunction suits, Fly said. 





Preliminary steps were taken last 
Friday (7) in New York by NBC and 
CBS to advance their jvint action 
for a temporary injunction restrain- 
ing the FCC from enforcement of 
its anti-monopoly orders. The webs 
expect the FCC to suspend the en- 
forcement date pending trial of the 
issues. This may not occur (the per- 





manent injunction hearings) for sev- 
eral months. 

As it now stands the networks will 
have their temporary injunction day 
in court on Dec. 15 at which time a 
three-man statutory court consist- 
ing of Circuit J&dge Learned Hand 
and Federal Judges John Bright and 
Henry W. Goddard will hear the ap- 
plications, Mutual will participate 
to oppose the plea of its bigger rivals, 
taking the position that the FCC 
anti-monopoly orders favor a bet- 
terment of the industry. 

Attorneys for the radio companies 
told Judge Goddard Friday that they 
hoped to enter into a stipulation for 
the FCC to suspend the order of the 
commission pending trial of the is- 
sues. Goddard stated that he is as- 
sured that the statutory court would 
grant a preliminary stay if the stipu- 
lation was not entered into. 

Samuel Brodsky. for the FCC, 
stated that the commission would 
delay the effect of the order until 
its validity was determined. 





} 


| 
| 





| 





FARM AND HOME HOUR 
EARLIER ON PACIFIC 


NBC’s Blue Network is revising 
the schedule for its Farm and Home 
Hour as far as the westcoast is con- 
cerned so that it will reach the 
farmer at a more convenient time. 

The new time for that area will 
be 6 to 6:45 a.m., whereas it is now 
cleared at 9:30 to 10:15 am. PST. 


AFRA Organizers 
Visit Dallas 
And Rochester 








Dallas, Nov. 11. 


Vie Connors, organizer for the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, was here last week to try and 
obtain a contract for staff artists at 
WFAA here, as well as those at 
WBAP and KGKO, Ft. Worth. All 
three stations have a working ar- 
rangement about’ sharing artists. 
Two Ft. Worth outlets are under the 
same ownership, the Ft. Worth Star- 
Telegram. WFAA is owned by the 
Dallas Daily News. 

Connors has so far made little 
progress toward negotiating a deal, 
but claims to have lined up strong 
AFRA membership at the stations. 





Meet Hyman Faine 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 11. 
Group of announcers, singers and 
sound effects men at the three local 
network stations, WHEC (CBS), 
WHAM (NBC) and WSAY (Mutual), 
held a series of meetings here last 
week with Hyman Faine, national 
organizer for the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, preparatory to 
receiving a local charter from the 
organization’s national board. 
Sessions also spent considerable 
time discussing plans for negotiat- 
ing for contracts with the three sta- 
tions, 


LONGHAIR DISCS KEEP 
KRSC SPONSORS SET 


Seattle, Nov. 11. 

‘Symphony Hall’ hourly program | 
on KRSC six times weekly, is into 
its third year of spomsorship by Pa- | 
cific First Federal Savings; and the | 
station is distributing monthly to} 
schools and listeners a listing of the | 
music played on the program. 








KRSC’s other longhair program, | 
morning Concert Hour, is into its! 
eleventh year of sponsorship by | 


Frederick & Nelson department store. 





| 


TRADING INSULTS | 


Orth Bell and Raymond Gathrid in | 
Philadelphia Squabble 


Philiadelphia, Nov. 11. | 

A lively feud has developed here 
between Orth Bell, radio comic, and | 
Raymond Gathrid, radio columnist | 
of the Daily News. It started last 
week when Gathrid, put Bell’s three- 
times-a-day show on WCAU on the| 
griddle. | 

‘Who does Bell think he is,’ wrote | 
Gathrid. ‘Big time radio comedians 
like Benny and Allen have trouble | 
being funny once a week. And a| 
guy like Orth Bell tries it three 
times a day.’ 

Bell retaliated by calling Gathrid | 
‘an adolescent Winchell’ on his air | 
show. The next night Powers Gour- 
aud, WCAU’s gossiper, also hopped 
on Gathrid for his attack on Bell. 

Gathrid so far has the last word. 
On Friday he wrote: 

‘I see where Orth Bell got Powers 
Gouraud to help him out in his bat- 
tle with your correspondent. What 
a help that old phoney would be. 
You’d think he would be one guy 
who would have sense enough to 
keep quiet.’ 


Mutual Touches 192 


Two more stations join the Mutual 
network on or about Dec. 1. They 
are WWPG, new outlet, operated by 
the Lake Worth Broadcasting Co., 
Lake Worth-Palm Beach, Fla., and 
KFRE, owned by the Rodman Chev- 
rolet Co., Fresno, Cal. Both outlets 
operate on 250 watts and 1,340 ke. 

They will bring the total number 








— 


Public Should Squawk to Sponsors, 


Not to Broadcasters, Bryson 


Tells University Convocation 





She Would Be There 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

Trade is giggling with amuse- 
ment—and sympathy —over 
plight of a man-in-street m.c. 
in a small eommunity north of 
here. Was overheard doing a 
show during’ recent rainy 
weather and for a full five min- 
utes did nothing but plead with 
stray individuals to pause a 
moment, failing to halt a single 
rain-dodger. 

Finally had to interview the 
sponsor’s wife. 


Atlantic City Space 
Goes Begging And 
Radio Is Blamed 


Atlantie City, Nov. 11. 

Increased radio advertising was 
given as one of the chief reasons for 
‘causing havoe with renting of 
Boardwalk accommodations to na- 
tional exhibitors,’ according to Har- 
cld Faunce, resort realtor, speaking 
before the Atlantic County Tax 
Board. Faunce appeared as an ex- 
pert for the Central Pier Company 
in appealing the 1941 assessment of 


$148,000 on the land and $154,500 on 
the building. 

Faunce explained that the pier was 
built for national exhibitors, but 
this variety of Boardwalk tenant is 
becoming almost extinct. ‘Adver- 
tising managers,’ he said, ‘are turn- 
ing to radio mostly and national 
magazines.’ 




















| daily. 





of Mutual Affiliates to 192. 


TED WEBER QUITS CBS ~ 


Ted Weber, who has been chief 
aide to Lou Rupple since the latter | 
became head of the press depart- 
ment at CBS in New York, is re- 
turning to his native Chicago to head | 
the amusement advertising section | 
of AM, the new Marshall Field | 


He will be succeeded in N.Y. | 
by Hal Rorke, press chief for CBS’ 
Los Angeles division and Station 
KNX, 

Weber goes to AM after Ruppel | 
turned down the managing editor--| 
ship of the same project. 


Minneapolis, Novy. 11. 

Protests by consumers to sponsors 
of poor radio programs, with threats 
to stop using the advertised prodiict. 
are the only remedies for such bad 
air shows, according to Dr. Lyman 
Bryson, chairman of the CBS adult 
education board. Addressing Uni- 
versity of Minnesota convocation, 
Bryson declared that radio chains 
themselves could do little to improve 
the quality of advertisers’ pregrams. 
Shows are produced by advertising 
agencies for their clients, he pointed 
out, and the networks only can make 
suggestions. 

‘Listeners’ public taste has risen 
enormously, particularly in music 
over the past decade, said Bryson. 
‘Dramatic taste also is on the up- 
grade, as indicated by waves of pro- 
test at the sentimental syrup that 
clogs the morning airways during 
programs designed for feminine con- 
sumption. But as long as the pro- 
grams sell their products, advertis- 
ers hardly can be blamed for con- 
tinuing them. Women should pro- 
test directly to the advertisers, not 
to stations which merely sell the 
time.’ 

Radio chains will seek a new law 
from Congress which would define 
their rights and duties concretely 
and the extent to which they could 
exercise editorial control over pro- 
grams, Bryson told the gathering. 

‘As it is now, we don't know 
where we are, 1nd we must guess as 
to the extent of the vague and com- 
pletely undefined authority of the 
Federal Communications commis- 
sion,’ he said. 


20 50 Kw. Stations 
Swell Simon & Schuster 
Radio List to 200 


Seattle, Nov. 11. 
Simon & Schuster, New York pub- 
lishers, has added 20 50,000 watters 
to its spot campaign for ‘Your In- 
come Tax,’ being placed by Edwin 








| WHAM, WJSV and WBBM. 


A. Kraft, manager of Northwest 
Radio Advertising Co., here 
Following super power stations 

have received orders: KSL, KIRO, 


KOB, WFAA, WOAI, WHO 
WLS, WGN, WLW, WCCO, 
WHAS, WOR, WBT, 


KMOX, 
WTIC, 
WCAU, 
Makes 
more than 200 stations now carrying 
the campaign. 


Stan Gordoni at WOMT; 
Son of Show Biz Vet 


Chicago, Nov. 11 
Stan Gordoni has joined WOMT. 
| Manitowoc, Wis., as announcer and 
copywriter. ‘ 
He is son of Lillian Gordonii, show 
business veteran and currently with 


Gordoni & Lee, radio production out- 
fit. 





Protocol, Prerogative and Prestige 


— 


What Group of G-Men Fight Legal Side of NBC, CBS 


Injunction Is a Matter of Intra-Departmental Dispute 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

This where protocol, pre- 
rogative and prestige are all-impor- 
tant, understands that there is a bit 
of a feud over who is to handle the 
Government case in the answer to 
the ‘arbitrary and unlawful’ injunc- 
tion applications brought by CBS 
and NBC against enforcement by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion of the so-called ‘anti-monopoly 
orders.’ Hearing is now re-sched- 
uled on a postponement to Dec. 15 
in New York. 


Two factions in the Justice De- 
partment are reported tugging, while 
the FCC legal staff is trying to en- 
gineer things so it has the final say 
in resisting the attempt to have the 
regulations invalidated. The litiga- 
tion branch of the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s staff feels it should front for 
the FCC in the New York court 
fight started by NBC and CBS. At 
the same time, Thurman Arnold’s 
Sherman Act enforcers consider they 


town, 





should be on top since the offensive 


|}planned by the head trustbusters is 
|} more 


important than the tiff over 
the rules. Naturally, the FCC bar- 
risters do not want to lose charge of 
their brainchild. 

From the industry viewpoint, han- 
dling of the defense by persons 
working directly under Attorney 
General Biddle and subordinating of 
the antitrust crew would be far pref- 
erable. It’s thought the Justice De- 
partment’s regular courtroom per- 
formers will be more cooperative and 
less vengeful than either the FCC 
legalites or Arnold’s squad. In addi- 
tion, the antitrust staff doesn’t seem 
to understand the importance of 
many of the issues presented by the 
effort to eradicate any possible net- 
work monopolies via regulations ap- 
plying directly to affiliates. 





Findlay, O.—Bill Walker, special 
events director for KFJM, Grand 
Forks, N. D., has resigned to join 
WFIN, Findlay, O., new station mak- 
ing its debut this month 








| 
| 
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NBC DISCS FOR SCHOOLS 
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Moral: Stay Out of Sponsor’s Town 





An ad agency is scouting around for a substitute program even 
though the present show has turned in a consistently satisfactory 


rating for the two years it has been on the network. 


It happened that 


the sponsor heard the program for the first time recently and turned 


in an unfavorable opinion. 


Agency had experienced no difficulty from the underwriting end be- 
cause the program had no outlet in the client’s hometown until sev- 


eral weeks ago. 


With the addition of this release the head of the 


company and his family took a deep interest in the show, with the 
result that their criticisms has left the agency no choice but to get 
something more to their liking or stand a chance of losing out alto- 


gether. 








Martin Block Set for Commercials 
On Procter & Gamble Serials; 
Other Soap Changes Pezding 








Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 

Martin Block, who is disc jockey 
at WNEW, New York, has’ been 
signed by Procter & Gamble to do 
the commercials on_ serials for 
Camay soap on NBC Red. 

Recordings of Block’s ad-lib spiels 
for the same product on his ‘Make- 
Believe-Ballroom’ participating 
series on WNEW, will be edited for 
use in serials. Sponsor also intends 
using Block for dramatized com- 
mercials, and will experiment with 
him handling various other kinds of 
plugs. 

Block’s commericals will be cut-in 
on ‘Guiding Light,’ serial originating 
from Chicago, starting Dec. 1. How- 
ever, Fort Pearson, present an- 
nouncer on the show, will remain 
as narrator. That setup will continue 
until Dec. 29, when ‘Guiding Light’ 
and ‘Pepper Young’s Family’ will 
switch products, agencies and times. 
Change will take ‘Light’ to the 
Compton agency for P. & G. Naptha 
and move it from 3:30 p.m. on NBC- 
Red to 11:15 p.m.; the same network. 
‘Pepper’ will then move to the Pedlar 
& Ryan agency (which had it for 
several years until it transferred last 
April to Compton) for Camay and 
take over the 3:30 p.m. niche vacated 


by ‘Light.’ Latter show will con- 
tinue to originate in Chicago and 


‘Pepper’ in New York, with Block 
moving to the ‘Pepper’ serial to con- 
tinue his Camay blurbs. 

P. & G. has set up a new ap-|} 
propriation for Ivory soap and Ivory 
flakes and is now looking even more 





| 


| 


intensively than before for an eve- | 


ning show, preferably comedy. It 
is seriously considering ‘Hap Hazard,’ 
the Ransom Sherman series which 
Johnson’s wax used as a summer 
substitute for ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly.’ It’s also interested in the 
idea of reviving ‘Those We Love,’ 
which it formerly sponsored. 

It is not seriously mulling ‘Junior 
Miss,’ adapted from the same Sally 
Benson stories as the forthcoming 
Broadway play of that name. Ed 
Wolf Associates has the rights to the 
show and submitted it to P. & G., as 
well as to Ward Wheelock for Col- 
gate-Palmolive-Peet. Latter is said 
to be rather favorable to sponsoring 
it and is going ahead with 
recordings. 

P. & G. has just about decided not 
to buy ‘Radio Youngsters,’ 
wood-produced show with Lewis 
Stone and a juve cast, written by 
Anne Nichols, author of ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose.’ 


Rush Hughes, WSRR, 
Doing Stamford Sideline 


Stamford, Conn., Nov. 11. 
Rush Hughes, newscaster on vari- 


audition 








| crowd 
| The 


have to keep bumping into 
| followers of a 


the Holly- | 


| midnight tonight 





ous New York stations, has made a} 
deal with WSRR to handle 90) 
minutes of chatter and discs five | 
mornings a week on the Stamford 
kilocycler. 

Hughes lives in Rye, N. Y., 
jump. . 


short 





Meadville (Pa.) Tribune has ap- 
plied to the FCC for authority to 
construct a new 250-watt station on 
1340 kilocycles. 





Monarch Foods Advertises 
On FM Station Breaks 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Believed to be first sponsor ever 
to have station break announce- 
ments on an FM station is Monarch 
Foods, which last week signatured 
for such plugs on W59C. Schedule 
calls for two announcements Sun- 
day through Friday and one on Sat- 
urday. 

Set through Rogers 
agency. 


NEW EXCUSE T0 
SHUT OUT 
DRIPS 


Extreme precautions that the net- 
works are taking against possibilities 
of sabotage to equipment around 
their studios, as suggested by a re- 
cent order of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, is proving some- 
| thing of a boon to advertising agency 
men. It gives them a good reason 
for sidestepping the requests of ad- 
vertisers that the latter’s guests be 
slipped into the controlroom so that 
they 
ities who work without 
diences. 


& Smith 








studio au- 


It’s common procedure for an ac- | 
count to write its agency that a big | 


wholesaler is visiting New Yory 
with his family and that they be 
given admittance to the company’s 
broadcast even if it’s necessary to 
them into the controlroom. 
network’s precautionary meas- 
ures make it easier for agency pro- 
ducers in another way. They don’t 


broadcasting“person- 
ality. 


24-HOUR PERIOD FOR 
TREASURY ALONE 


Jersey City, 
Entire 24-hour 
midnight last night 


Nov. 11. 
period between 
(Monday) and 
(Tuesday) is being 
used by WAAT, local indie outlet, 
to plug the sale of U. S. defense 
bonds and stamps. 


unless they directly refer to the de- 
fense investments. 
spot announcements and involves 48 
sponsors, 

Besides devoting the 24-hour 
period to the defense bonds, the sta- 
tion is bringing prominent speakers 
to the mike to boost the same cause. 
Governor Edison, of New Jersey; 
Mayor Frank Hague, of Jersey City; 
Mayor Murphy, of Newark, and of-| 
ficials of all banks in Hudson county | 
have accepted invitations to partici-| 
pate. Patrick Kelly, public relations| 
director of the station, arranged the} 
event. 


can stare at certain personal- | 


the camp | 


No commercials, 
are being aired during that interval | 


Rule covers even} 


ASHWORTH 15 
AOTENING DAY 


Proposal of James R. Angell 
Finally Nears Consumma- 
tion—Would Make Tran- 
scriptions of ‘Educational’ 
Broadcasts and Offer Them 
for Sale to Teachers 











ASCAP PEACE HELPS 





Thomas Rishworth, of NBC’s 
public service division, has been as- 
signed to concentrate upon the or- 
ganizational detail of a new ‘sub-di- 
vision to operate under the joint 
supervision of C. Lloyd Egner, of the 
NBC Recording Service, and James 
R. Angell, NBC’s educational coun- 
selor. It is likely that this new 
branch, to eoncentrate upon educa- 
tional discs for sale to schools, will 
get going early in 1942, although 
priorities, here as nearly everywhere 
today, cannot be anticipated. An 
educational recording setup has been 
pending at NBC for three years or 
so. 


Angell has consistently held that a 
network cannot expect to do direct- 
by-air classroom instructional pro- 
gramming. Differences between the 
several time zones, general conflict 
of service and radio schedules and 
the need for advance preparation of 
material by teachers all make the 
educational broadcast impractical in 
any but a restricted sense. . Walter | 
Damrosch’s music appreciation series 
is nearly NBC’s only remaining di- 
rect instructional program more or 
less intended for group listening by 
students in school. Columbia, of 
course, has its elaborate ‘School of 
the Air,’ but NBC opposes this kind 
of operation as saddling a web with 
responsibilities it cannot and should 
not attempt to discharge. 

Two Prcbable Types 
As the NBC plan will probably 


| emerge, there will be two sources of 
material. First, 





|tion being confined, of course, to 
| plausible items for _ classrooms. 
| Second, special recordings will be 
made direetly for the waxes with no 
thought of airing. Discs would be 
made available and sold more or less | 
like school textbooks are sold and 
|NBC probably will follow general 
pedagogic business practice as to dis- | 
counts, etc. 


Needs Backlog 


In putting on the market a supply | 


of educational discs reported (about 
$3.50 for a quarter hour) the NBC 
| idea requiries, in order to get started, 
la backlog of appropriate material. 
|Steps toward the creation of this 
necessary siarting backlog were 
halted about a year agg, partly be- 
cause the showdown with 
began to develop. It was realized 
that any background music in the 
discs would be an_ infringement 
menace. Now that the ASCAP pact 
is aled, the revival of the idea ha 
taken place. But ASCAP was but 
ene of many tough problem 
Thousands of public 


now edul 


schools are 
play disc (al- 
though quality machines for 16- 
inchers are les 


ppeda to 


numerous) and vari- 
ous school syster notably New 
York state, have already turned out 
classroom supplemental stuff on pan- 
cakes. The need here, as in so many 
undertakings, is for showmanly 
methods to capture the imagination. 


WJSV’s Classroom Concerts 
Washington, Nov. 11. 

‘WJSV Pop Concert’ program will 
'be locally directed by Stanley 
Hertzman of Washington, who takes 
over the daily afternoon program of 
light classical music. Hertzman, 
| formerly first violin of the National 
Symphony, will handle the program 
| which—although it is a platter prop- 
| osition—has received considerable 
| listener compli ments. 


| Show is being used in local high | ager; Al 


|schools as classroom material. 
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Audience who heard President 


speech. 
stations. 


when C.A.B, tabbed 31° of the set 
C. E. Hooper tabulation for CBS 


afternoon (6) was the fourth largest daytime listener 
has ever had, according to the C 
ing, which reported that 20% of set 


President’s largest daytime audience was attained Jan. 20, 


FDR. Big. Even 1 Afternoons 


Roosevelt’s address last Thursday 
assemblage he 
ooperative Analysis of Broadcast- 
owners interviewed had heard the 


It was broadcast by all major networks and most independent 


1937, 
owners had heard kim. 
gave the President a listener score 


of 51.9 on his Oct. 27 speech and 30 for his talk yesterday morning. 
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FCC's Non-Exclusive Stand Forces 
A Clearance Dilemma on NBC 
As Regards Syracuse, Rochester 





Park Simmons Now WJSV_ 


Presidential Announcer 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

Park Simmons of the WJSV staff 
has been bumped up to the CBS 
Presidential announcer role, vice 
John Charles Daly who is shifted to 
New York. Simmons has been on 
WJSV payroll about a year, coming 
home from WBAL, Baltimore. 

Daly’s transfer was occasioned by | 
dispatch of Bob Trout, another for- 
mer microphone handler on White 
House events, to London as relief 
for Ed Murrow. Lately Daly has 
been specializing in national defense 
stunts, ‘ 


RATES UP ON 8 
BLUES AND 
> REDS 











actual broadcasts on | 
| NBC will be transcribed, the selec- | 


ASCAP | 


NBC has 
fective Dec. 
|and five Red stations. 
boosts figure $20 on 
hour. 

The Blue releases involved in the 
| tilt consist of WSYR, Syracuse 
| WHAM, Rochester, WTCN, Minne- 
apolis-St, Paul, WSGN, Birmingham 
WXYZ, Detroit, WCBM, Baltimore, 
KECA, Los Angeles, and WENR- 
| WLS, Chicago, while the Red af- 
| filiates are WDAF, Kansas City, 
| WAVE, Louisville. WTAR, Norfolk, 
KMJ, Fresno, and KARK, Little 
Rock Rock. 


increased its rates, ef- 
3, on eight Blue outlets 
Most of the 
a night-time 


PETER BARKER JOINS 
NBC TELE PRODUCERS 


Peter Barker, former 
manager, has joined the television 
production staff of NBC Nev 
York. He was recently relea 
the army gnal corps at 


ith, N. J 


iN 


. + 
legit 


Before being called for military 
training, Barke1 last Broadway 
legit job wa tage manager for 
Aunt.’ Previously he wa 
the v In 
and on the id and was ger 
eral manager aos poo nical director 
for eight seasons at the strawhat 
theatre at Stockbridge, 


also scripted, directed and edited 
film sequences for the ‘Esso Tele- 
} vision Reporter’ on NBC’s visio out- 


let, WNBT. 


WALA Spruces Up 
Mobile, Ala., Nov. 11. 
WALA has just completed a 


$100,000 program of modernizing its 
technical facilities preliminary to 
increasing its power 
Station is affiliated with the NBC 
Blue and Red networks. 


W. O. (Bill) Pape is president, 
H. K. Martin, national sales man- 
Treadway, manager, and 


j Jack H. Lewis is studio director. 


y 


Coincidental with activity on the 
| Federal Communications Commis- 
sion’s anti-monopoly rulings, NBC is 
currently in a delicate spot on the 
question of permitting non-affiliated 
stations to carry its network com- 
mercials. If it refuses to allow such 
shows to be picked up by non-net- 








Mass. He | 


| with 


to 5,000 watts. | 
;ago when Edwin C. Hill’s American 


work stations in town where it has 
no outlets the fear is that such ac- 
tion might supply the FCC or the 
| Department of Justice with ammuni- 
‘tion for anti-monopoly action. If it 
permits such pickups it might be 
|opening the way for a breakdown 
of exclusive network affiliation con- 
itracts. 

NBC station relations department 
| executives said this week that no 
decision on the matter had been 
reached and that no date for any 
|decision had been set. Whole matter 
was minimized with the assertion 
that the question was neither new 
nor unusual. 
| Number of programs and stations 
}are involved in the present situa- 
jtion, For instance, with no basic 
Red outlets in Syracuse or Roches- 
ter, N. Y., the network uses the 
Blue stations there. In the case of 
the Kay Kyser program Wednesday 
nights for Lucky Strike, it has been 
carried on the Blue stations, WSYR 
in Syracuse and WHAM in Roches- 
ter. However, since Bayer aspirin 
started its ‘American Melody Hour’ 
over the Blue in that Wednesday 
night spot, the Kyser program was 
forced out of those two towns. 





Mgts. Clamoring for Biz 
NBC has been unable thus far to 
supply Lord & Thomas agency with 
alternate outlets in Syracuse and 
Rochester and, meanwhile, the man- 


agements of non-NBC stations have 
been clamoring for the _ business. 
| Among those that have approached 
Lord & Thomas are WOLF and 
WAGE, in Syracuse, the former an 
indie and the latter a Mutual af- 
filiate, and WHAY, the Mutual out- 
let in Rochester. Lord & Thomas 
has been pressing NBC for a de- 
cision, but has been unable to get 
yne » far. 
Sim ] lat 77 , the 
( nd ( igency 
L oc I B e ale 
rogram, with Charles Laughton and 
Milton Berle, goes from Mutual to 
BC-Blue with the Dec. 12 broad- 
st. That will force Lucky Strike’s 
Information, Please,’ now heard over 
WSYR and WHAM, off those out- 
let Li & Thomas is already ask- 


ing NBC. ‘for some solution of that 
situation as well. 

Understood that Young & Rubi- 
cam, handling the ‘Aldrich Family’ 
series for General Foods; Newell- 
Emmett, with the Fred Waring stanza 
for Chesterfield, and the Esty agency, 
the Xaviar Cugat show for 
Camel cigarets, also anticipate sim- 


|ilar situations with their spreads on 
| NBC-Red 


and are likewise 

an out from the network. 
Columbia had a somewhat similar 

matter on its hands several years 


seeking 


Oil show was forced off one of its 


‘affiliates by a local oil account. In 


that case the network permitted an 
unaffiliated outlet- in the same town 
to pick up. the program. 
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KSFO, Frisco, Fires 12 Musicians 
On Plea Web Takes Most of Time 


And Station Doesn't Need Them 





vv; 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

KSFO and Local Six of the Mu- 
sicians Union were facing one an- 
other across the desk this week as a 
result of the station’s action is dis- 
missing its staff orchestra, supposed- 
ly as another economy move in prep- 
aration for loss of the CBS franchise 
dan. 1. 


Quota for the station is 12 musi- 
cians a minimum of one hour a day, 
according to Eddie Love, secretary 
af Local. Cost to station has been 
eround $500 a week, KSFO execs 
point out that due to fact it has vir- 
tually no local production, save 
singles, and balance of sked being 
loaded with network and spot stuff, 
station has little use for band. 

Unit involved is that of Dick 
Aurandt, considered one of the best 
on tap here. 





WTOK, Savannah, Signs 
Atlanta, Nov. 11. 
After four months’ negotiations, 
Tadio station WTOK, at Savannah, 
has agreed to spend $4,472 for the 
employment of local musicians. 
It thus comes under the A. F. M. 
agreement of some years ago. 





Sponsor Applewhite Sisters 
San Antonio, Nov. 11. 
The Applewhite Sisters, a_ trio, 
have been signed for a series of 
broadcasts to be aired over station 
KONO twice weekly for a quarter 
hour each Tuesday and Thursday. 
Series is being sponsored by H. C. 
§. Smith, local Seiberling Tire Dis- 
tributor. 


| their turn getting ribbed on 





SLIP LOCAL JIBES 
INTO KSL’S SERIAL 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 11. 
Staff members at KSL are taking 
‘The 
Bates Boys,’ three-per-week strip. 
Fans as well as staffers watch for 
the thinly veiled local references 
which are slipped in. 

This week Perry Driggs, promo- 
tion director of the station, came in 
for his share when the ‘Bates Boys’ 
wanted someone to write an id 
which ‘wouldn’t get them any busi- 
ness.” Quipped one of the boys ‘Get 
Harry Driggs. He never writes any 
other kind.’ 

Show includes Parley Baer and 
Francis Urry, who also collaborate 
on the script. 








Johnstone Primes Drive 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, radio 
director of the Democratic National 
Committee, is already launching the 
radio organizational part of the 
President’s Birthday Ball campaign 
for this winter. 

In his capacity as radio chairman 
of the infantile paralysis committec 
Johnstone is currently spending most 
of his time in New York. 





Block Drug Co. (Gold Medal Haar- 
lem Oil) through Redfield-Johnson, 
Inc., New York City, have taken six 
ten-minute periods on WHO, Des 
Moines, Iowa, using Ken Houchins 
and Slim Hayes, cowboy vocalists 
and instrumentalists. 
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well-known people 


—Leopold Stokowski 








| NAMES MAKE NEWS 


| ...and News Makes Listeners LISTEN! 
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““WHO’S NEWS”, new NBC-Recorded Series 


presents 39 “Names in the News” in, Person! 


PEOPLE—fascinating people, unusual people, 
people who make the head- 
lines and whose everyday doings are of interest to 
) millions! Those are the people your listeners will 
| meet on WHO’S NEWS, new NBC-recorded series 
of five-minute programs. Each is complete in itself, 


\ or may be used to high-light longer shows. 


| In each program, George Romilly chats informally 
with one of America’s leaders in the arts, sciences, 
business, sports, music or the entertainment world, 
Rube Goldberg, for instance, describes his inven- 
tion for getting rid of olive pits at cocktail parties. 
Burnet Hershey tells how he scooped the world on 
the terms of the Versailles Treaty. Alexander de 
Seversky tells of America’s needs in aviation. John 
| Robert Powers lists the requirements of a success- 
ful photographer’s model. Admiral Richard E. Byrd 
Alice Duer Miller— Walter 
| Duranty— Dr. George Gallup... these are only afew 
of the personalities actually appearing in WHO’S 
NEWS. Write for complete information today! 


Radio-Recording Division 


RCA Bidg., Radio City, N.Y. « 
Trans-Lux Bidg., Washington, D. C. « Sunset & Vine, Hollyweed 





























Merchandise Mart, Chicage 


TRAGIC DEATHS 


and Son of Douglas Storer 
Dead of Monoxide Gas 


Wife 





Mrs. Edna Storer, 44, wife of Doug- 
las F. Storer, freelance program pro- 
ducer, was foamd dead with their 10- 
year-old son, of monoxide gas in the 
garage behind the Storer home in 
New Rochelle, N. Y., last Thursday 
(6). The county medical examiner 
reported the deaths as homicide and 
suicide. 

Storer discovered the bodies on 
his return home shortly after mid- 
night. A note left by Mrs, Storer 
stated that the boy had been ill. 
Among Storer’s interests has been 
the management of Bob Ripley in 
radio, 


MILLS ON SAME 
N.A.B. BILL WITH 
HAVERLIN 


Dallas, Nov. 11. 

The zone meeting which the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
will hold here Nov. 20 will differ 
from all previous N.A.B. zone 
meetings during 1941. Although 
Carl Haverlin of Broadcast Music, 
Inc., will be present as he invariably 
has been, he will not have the plat- 
form with its propaganda oppor- 
tunities wholly to himself as before. 
He will push over for E. C. Mills of 
ASCAP and Leonard D. Callahan of 
SESAC. 

Neville Miller and Frank Pelle- 
grin, the usual stellar attractions 
for a zone meeting, will not slight 
Dallas. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19, Neville Mil- 
ler will speak at the Dallas Rotary 
Club meeting on ‘Radio and Na- 
tional Defense.’ The club meeting 
will be open to all broadcasters who 
may wish to attend. 

The same afternoon special meet- 
ing has been called by Jack Keasler, 
Chairman of the Sales Managers 
Committee for District 13. Frank 
Pellegrin will talk. Raymond P. 
Locke, of Tracy-Locke-Dawson 
agency will speak on ‘An Agency 
Man Examines The Selling Practices 
of Radio Stations.’ All sessions will 
be held at the Baker hotel. 








Denver Meeting Dec. 8-9 
Denver, Nov. 11. 
Neville Miller will address a two- 
day meeting of the 14th district of 
N. A. B. at the Albany hotel, Denver, 
Dec. 8-9. Other speakers wiil in- 
clude Frank E. Pellegrin, W. E. Wag- 
staff, chairman of the sales managers 
division of the 14th district. 
Gene O'Fallon, president, KFEL, 
Denver, is director of the district. 





Gammons With a Gavel 
Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 
Earl H. Gammons, WCCO’s gen- 
eral manager, will preside during 
the manager’s sessions at the 11th 
district meeting of the National As- 


sociation of Broadcasters which 
opens at the Nicollet hotel here 
Dec. 11, and extends through the 


following day. Tom Gavin, df Du- 
luth, will direct the sales managers 
panels. 

Problems slated for discussion in- 
clude the perennial ASCAP, FCC 
reports, newspaper hearings, bills 
now before Congress which affect 
the radio industry, labor situations 
and problems arising out of the war, 
which will take in priorities, gov- 
ernment programs and the affect of 
the draft on personnel. 


| WILLIAM RAMSEY TO 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

William Ramsey, Procter & Gam- 
ble radio director, ig due here to- 
morrow (Wednesday) from Cincin- 
nati to resume sponsor huddles with 
Civilian Defense officials. He'll be 
in New York for regular agency 
confabs Thufsday and Friday (13- 
14). 

Due back at the home office this 
weekend. 


Velvet in 16 Markets 


Velvet tobacco (Liggett & Myers) 
is starting off its campaign of tran- 
scribed hillbilly programs on 16 
markets. 

Newell-Emmett is the agency. 





WASHINGTON AND N. Y. 





Bell Telephone Program Gives Up 
711 Fifth Avenue for Radio City 


aaa’ 


Payroll Traffic 
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Nashville. — New announcer at 
WSIX is Jack Simpson. 
Wayne Howell replaces Russell 


Wyly at WLAC. 





New York City—Mouncey Fergu- 
son, formerly with Benton & Bowles, 
has joined the copy department of 
the Sherman K. Ellis agency. 





Montreal.—Eddie Beaudry, 
in Beaudry-Harwood Radio 
tions, has joined a Belgian military 
unit and is going overseas shortly. 
He partnered with Bill Harwood last 
January after a number of years solo 
in radio production work. His rank 
in the army is a corporal. 


edn 





Ames, Ia.— Rod Holmgren, news 
editor of WOI, Ames, has joined staff 
of KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, as news 
writer and commentator. 





Pittsburgh.—Marjorie Thoma ele- 
vated to head of KDKA script de- 
partment. 

John Wilkoff is new head of 
WWSW publicity department. He 
succeeds Bud Trautman, who left 
several months ago to join Horace 
Heidt’s writing staff. At same sta- 
tion, Bob McKenna, formerly of 
WMRYF, Lewistown, has been named 
m.c. of 1500 Club, midnight-to-6 a.m. 
record show. 

Walter Glaus has joined WCAE 
engineering staff, and Donald Dick- 
son, formerly of KDKA, and Ben 
Muros, ex of engineering department, 
are sharing production post vacated 
by Dave Olson, who left to go with 
a Detroit station. 





Spokane—H. J. ‘Mac’ McAllister, 
who has been acting production 
manager of KHQ-KGA for the past 
year, is now the chief announcer 
for both stations. 

Vic Hurley, a writer and a former 


continuity director of _ stations 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle, has been 
named the program director for 
KHQ-KGA. 


Harold ‘Judge’ Zent, of the sales 
department of KHQ-KGA, has been 
appointed director of public service 
activities for both stations. 





Toronto.—Three more men of CBL 
have signed up for active service. 
These aré H. J. (Bus) Browne, for- 
merly with Percy Faith’s orchestra, 
who has become a sub-lieutenant in 


+ 





roduc- 


The Bell Telephone show, | for 
some time the only NBC program 
not reglarly originating in an NBC 
studio, started Monday night (10) 
emanating from studio 6-A, one of 
the network’s newly completed stu- 
dios in Radio City, N. Y. Bell show 
has been originating from 711 Fifth 
avenue, the old NBC studios, occupied 
by World Broadcasting. Actual stu- 
dio used was known in the trade as 
the ‘cathedral,’ because it contained 
wall panel sounding boards with tops 
shaped like Gothic arches. 

Reason Bell Telephone and the N. 
W. Ayer agency previously refused 
to move the show into Radio City 
was because the acoustics of the 
‘cathedral’ were regarded as super- 
ior to those of any regular NBC 
studios. Also, with the Firestone 
program following immediately after 
the Telephone series Monday nights, 
it would be impossible to use 8-H, 
the only Radio City studio with fa- 
cilities for handling a large visual 
audience. 

With the shift into studio 6-A, the 
program will now use the regular 
NBC microphones, In the former lo« 
cation, a special microphone manu- 
factured by Bell Laboratories was 
used. : : 





the Royal Canadian Navy. Bill Wil- 
son, formerly with the Press and In- 
formation department, who is with 
the Royal Canadian Air Force; Sam 
Howe of the CBC engineering divi- 
sion, who will go overseas as a fire- 
fighter. 





El Paso—Robert Petrie has joined 
announcing staff of KROD. 





Green Bay.—-Robert J. Shaw who 
has been handling publicity for 
WTAQ, has joined the NBC publie 
relations division in New York City. 





San Francisco.—Barbara Jones, 


|formerly of KDYL, Salt Lake, has 


been appointed Traffic Manager of 
KSFO. 





San Antonio.—Dave Young, sports 
announcer at KABC has resigned to 
join KRLD, Dallas. Bill Micheals 
will replace Young. Ted Eckman 
has been added to the announcing 
staff coming from WOAI, here. 





Atlantic City.—Betty McKinley 
has joined WFPG station (Steel 
Pier) as woman announcer. Bob 
Carlysle, former announcer at this 
station, is now with Muzak in New 
York.- 








—— 
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War Ree 


To two of ’em, in facet. In Northern Kentucky I did the ex- 
clusive radio job, drew an all-time record attendance of 
109,463, with 31 shows originated on the spot in eight 
days. In Cincinnati, | did seven or eight shows a day, 
helped draw a crowd of 279,240. Small wonder adver- 
tisers and grocers alike say as one: ‘Cincinnati's own 
station Is Cincinnati's food station!" 


NBC RED AND BLUE—5,000 WATTS NIGHT AND DAY 
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INTERNATIONAL 
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10,000.00 quest for the 


GHEAT AMERICAN OPERETTA 


PRESENTS AN 
OPPORTUNITY 


TO COMPOSERS AND AUTHORS 


Wiio will write the Great American Operetta? 
Who will win fame and fortune by giving the Ameri- 
can scene the attention it deserves and so strikingly 
lacks in the light operatic repertoire today? 

Today there is tremendous mounting interest in 
the operetta form. This is evidenced by the 318,000 
letters which W G N received requesting the con- 
tinuance of its operetta broadcasts this year. 

Hundreds of “operetta clubs” are springing up 
thruout the country. And the current production 
schedules of the movie makers reflect the rising 
interest in this form of entertainment. 

Last season W G N broadcast radio ‘adaptations 
of twenty-one different well-known operettas. The 


response from audiences thruout America was in- 
stantaneous and amazingly enthusiastic. To date 
WGN’s 1941-42 season includes eleven more. 
W GN will schedule others but would like to have 
them depict life in the American scene. 

But there are available all too few operettas laid 
in America. All but four of WGN’s thirty-two 
operettas are based on themes depicting life in 
foreign countries. Why? No other suitable Ameri- 
can operettas were available. 

Ata time when American patriotism runs so high, 
WGN directs the attention of composers and 
authors to this disparity which presents both a 
challenge and an opportunity. 

As a contribution to the advancement of radio en- 
tertainment and to stimulate creative talent to give 
the American scene the attention it deserves, W G N 
hereby launches a quest for the Great American 
Operetta—and more American operettas. 

Set forth on this page are the rules under which 


WGN invites composers-authors to submit manu- 


scripts of American operettas in competition for 
cash awards and other considerations offering even 
greater monetary return. 


Here is an opportunity for composer-authors, 
budding or arrived, to win acclaim and recognition 
which can lead to large stage and motion picture 
revenues and royalties. It is an opportunity open to 
all on conditions which assure equally fair consider- 
ation to the efforts of the newcomer and established 
writer alike. 


This is not just another contest. If this project 
develops a dozen or more manuscripts of merit, so 
much the better. W G N’s determination to serve 
American interests and American tastes places it in 
a position to negotiate for and give radio produc- 
tion to all the good American operettas it can find. 

If you have an operetta manuscript in your trunk 


or a tune and an idea in your head, you are invited 
to read the rules and learn how you may cash in. 





* * * 


THE RULES —Please Read Carefully *« x« x 





1. THE SPONSOR 


W GN, Inc., owner and operator of Radio Stations 
W G N and W59C, Chicago, Illinois, herein referred 
to as the sponsor, announces its intention to broad- 
cast beginning in March, 1942, a series of three one- 
hour radio adaptations of American Operettas based 
on manuscripts submitted in accordance with these 
rules. 


2. THE PRIZES 


For each of the three original manuscripts selected 
by the Selections Committee as the best manu- 
scripts for radio adaptation in this series, the spon- 
sor will pay to the composer-authors $1,000.00 in 
cash on acceptance. In addition, the sponsor will 
pay an additional $5,000.00 in cash to the composer- 
author of the manuscript used as the basis of the 
radio adaptation selected as the Great American 
Operetta in accordance with Section 7, 


3. ELIGIBILITY 


Every one, everywhere, except employes of W G N, 
Inc., and members of their families, are invited to 
submit manuscripts of original operettas based on 
themes taken from American life during any period 
in the nation’s history. No manuscript of any 
operetta which has been or will be publicly per- 
formed in any manner prior to April 15, 1942, ex- 
cept in connection with this contest, will be accepted. 
Entrants agree to submit only their own original 
creations as produced by themselves. Manuscripts 
shall be submitted in the names of individual per- 
sons only. Manuscripts submitted in the names of 
agents, corporations, publishers, producers, clubs, 
or societies will not be accepted. 


4. REGISTRATION 


Every person intending to submit a manuscript is 
required to register before midnight of January 1, 
1942, his intention to do so. Registration does not 
obligate the prospective entrant to submit a manu- 
script, but is for the purpose of enabling the sponsor 
to send the entrant an entry blank to be used in 
submitting the manuscript. You may register your 
intention on the accompanying blank or you may 
supply the same information on a separate sheet 
of paper. 


5. HOW TO SUBMIT MANUSCRIPTS 


A. Manuscripts shali consist of libretto complete 
with lyrics and score for voice and piano. Radio 
adaptations are NOT wanted. The sponsor will 
make all radio adaptations, so present your manu- 
script in full, regardless of length or playing time. 
Note: Composer-authors whose manuscripts are 
selected as the bases of the three radio adaptations 
in the American Operetta series shall be required to 
submit in addition complete orchestrations for 
voice, chorus, and orchestra. 


B. Manuscripts shall be submitted on sheets of 
aper not exceeding standard sheet music 1n size. 
ch manuscript shall be contained in a so 
envelope accompanied by an official entry blank, 
properly filled out, or by a sheet of paper containing 
the information called for in the entry blank. This 
entry blank shall be placed in a plain, opaque, 
sealed envelope and pasted securely to the envelope 
containing the manuscript. If the manuscript is {the 
original work of more than one person, the name 
and address of each shall be enclosed, together with 
instructions as to how, in the event of an award, a 


check or checks shall be drawn. Such instructions 
shall state the percentage of interest of each of the 
persons in the manuscript. You may submit as 
many manuscripts as you wish, but not more than 
one manuscript for one operetta shall be contained 
in the same envelope. An entrant is entitled to 
receive any number of awards. 


C. Envelopes containing manuscripts shall be 
wrapped, flat, and addressed as follows: ‘American 
Operettas, WGN, Inc., 445 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,” and forwarded to this 
address in time for receipt not later than midnight 
of February 10, 1942. Manuscripts with insufficient 
postage will be returned by the postoffice. The 
sponsor does not guarantee the return of any manu- 
script. All entrants may enclose in the “entry 

envelope the stamps necessary for the return of 
the manuscript. Envelopes containing return post- 
age shall be marked “Return Postage Enclosed.’ 

The sponsor, however, cannot assume any responsi- 
bility for the safe custody or return of manuscripts 
beyond that of exercising reasonable care in their 
handling, wrapping and mailing. 


6. ANONYMITY 


The name or names of entrants shall not appear 
anywhere on the manuscript. To guard against mis- 
placement of individual sheets of the manuscript 
the entrant shall select a working title for his 
operetta and this title shall appear on every page 
of libretto and score. All pages of the manuscript 
shall be numbered in sequence. As manuscripts are 
received by the sponsor, they will be unwrapped, 
the wrapping destroyed, and the envelope con- 
taining the entry blank will be detached from the 
envelope containing the manuscript and both en- 
velopes wil! be stamped with the sameserial number. 


7. JUDGING 

A. The sponsor will appoint a Selections Committee 
to consider all manuscripts. In addition, the spon 
sor will invite a prominent motion picture produter, 
an eminent composer of music, a well-known music 
publisher, a noted theatrical producer, a well 
known radio personality and others to form an 
Advisory Board to counsel with the Selections Com 
mittee in making its decisions. Judgment w ll be 
based on subject matter, originality and ingenuit) 
in the handling of libretto and score, and s uitability 
for radio adaptations in the American Operetta 
series. 

B. The sealed envelopes containing the entry blanks 
shall be opened only after the Selections Committee 
has chosen all three manuscripts for use as outlined 
in Section 1 

C. The winner of the $5,000.00 which the sponsor 
will pay to the composer-author of the manuscript 
used as the basis of the radio presentation which is 
selected as the Great American Operetta will be de- 
termined as follows: Prior to the initial broadcast 
in the series of the three prize winning operettas, 
the sponsor will announce a public participation 
contest in which the radio audience will be invited 
to listen to the series and to submit a name for the 
Great American Operetta, in competition for 
$2,500.00 in cash prizes which the sponsor will pay 
for the best entries submitted in accordance with 
rules to be announced later. In submitting entries 
the public will be invited to vote for and give a 
name to the presentation in the series of three prize 
winning operettas which it considers best qualified 


nuit 
uty 


as the Great American Operetta and to ‘ell why. 
The presentation which receives the most votes 
from entrants in the public participation contest 
will be declared the winner of $5,000.00. In the case 
of ties, duplicate prizes will be awarded to tying 
contestants. 

D. The making of radio adaptations of the three 
operettas, and the casting, production, and pres- 
entation of said radio adaptations shall be solely 
within the judgment and control of the sponsor, 
and no entrant shall have any right to complain 
with respect thereto. 


8. RIGHTS 


A. Sponsor only desires to acquire the exclusive 
right to perform by radio broadcasting and tele- 
vision the three operettas winning $1,000.00 prizes, 
but sponsor must control all other rights in said 
operettas for a period of two years, in order to in- 
sure their proper promotion and to prevent any use 
which might prejudice or interfere with sponsor's 
radio broadcasting and television performing rights. 
Accordingly, each of said three operettas, including 
the title, plot, book, music, and fyrien, will become 


conducting negotiations for such licensing or per- 
™m18810Nn. 


B. Each entrant, in submitting an operetta, war- 
rants that such operetta is his or their sole. ex- 
clusive and original work and that no part of such 
operetta infringes existing rights in any other work 
whatsoever and each entrant agrees to protect and 
indemnify the sponsor against any claims with re- 
spect to such operetta or the performance of the 
whole or any part thereof. 


9. PUBLICITY 


The names of the composer-authors whose manu- 
scripts are selected as the three prize winning 
manuscripts from which radio adaptations will be 
made for the W G N series of American Operetta 
broadcasts will be made public as soon as the Selec- 
tions Committee has made its decisions. The spon- 
sor will not, however, announce which operetta was 
submitted by a particular composer-author prize 
winner until after the conclusion of the public 
participation contest. Payment of the $5,000.00 
award will be made with appropriate ceremony in 
the studio on the night of the rebroadcast of the 


4 





the property of the sponsor upon the payment of operetta selec P . oe 

1 peretta selected as the Great Z rettz 
said $1,000.00, and the sponsor shall have all rights in the public participation not ae 
of a proprietor therein, including the right to copy- cast will be made as soon as possible after the ew A 
right such operetta or any part thereof in the of the public participation contest has been de- 
sponsor’s name. Two years after the date of such termined. The sponsor reserves the right to publi- 
payment, however, sponsor will, at the written cize the names of all persons from whom it receiv 
request of the composer-author(s), grant back to registrations ™= 
the composer-author(s), by appropriate assignment ; 
or license, all rights in said operetta, except said radio 
broadcasting and television performing rights, sub- 
ject only to grants previously made by sponsor as 
hereinafter provided. If during said two-year period 
sponsor shall deem it desirable to license, for the IN Cc. 
term of the copyright or any shorter term, any 
stage or motion-picture production of the operetta 
or any adaptation thereof or to permit it to be 
published in whole or in part, the sponsor may do OWNER AND OPERATOR OF 
so on such terms as it deems advisable, with or 
without consultation with the composer-author(s), RADIO STATIONS 
but the sponsor will pay over to the composer W G N W59C 
author(s) all of sponsor’s receipts therefrom, after R . 
the deduction of sponsor's reasonable expenses in 445 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Cll lllte tte et eee hetelteeietelelellelellelebele 
je 
2 REGISTRATION BLANK—AMERICAN OPERETTA QUEST 
& 
gs WGN, Inc. 
e 445 No. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois (See Section 4) 
BE eee. ° , » . ‘ . 
& This is to notify you of the intention of the undersigned to submit a manuscript in W G N’s $10,500.00 
Bw quest for the Great American Operetta. It is expressly understood that this registration does not obligate 
3S me (us) to submit a manuscript but is for the purpose of enabling you to send me (us) an entry blank with 
= which to submit my (our) manuscript 
e 
e : " 
w PEROT oss raced so E4 dyes bP Odd eed peee key pede ga a bed heme eed Ceres ONE nae e eee « 
a 
& SIREET ANTS NUDE 6s 00 oo cobs F602) 60 be eed soae OEs eo ens Ob ap Tad eece ced eek tae aeeaee ° 
” 
GHEY, <).. 0cdelipa peeks Pi oe ans ciunvtskennchaleaseesineneenkinaten erate. .;..i3 

4 eee ree wens . 

* 
” 5) Pa Tne eer ee Fe See ene ee ree Re, EL em ee ny 
ane aaa cia a a a te age ne ey SuleK hey tO my ty . - ae | 
- STRERT AND MOMBER......- 0 vesivcsgickeviet¥endescacdcsxeect vhs hanes wats ove 
& nee . 

* CITY és 3 See ey : WEAR. s sau s Hine 6 wer +o 
td (Fill in and mail for receipt by the sponsor not later than midnight of January 1, 1942) 
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Guatemala Gov t Arranges Broadcast 








To US. of Imported Reisman Band 


’% 
vv 
Republic of Guatemala has made 


arrangements for an _ international 


radio hookup for the Leo Reisman 
band, which has been set to play 
at the International Pavilion on the 
opening day of the Guatemala Fair 
and at the President's ball in Guate- 
mala City on Nov. 16. 

Reisman’s trek to Guatemala for 
the one-night stand, trip of some 
5,000 miles, was set to coincide with 
the two functions. His entourage 
will include 13 musicians. 

Pan-American Airways is re-in- 
stalling new motors on the incoming 
clipper so that the Reisman orch can 
plane out Saturday night (15). Reg- 
ulation currently is that motors 
must not remain in air after 150 
hours without overhauling. Crew 
was originally slated to travel by 
train and ship, the Guatemalan gov- 
ernment at last moment appropri- 
ating extra coin for a flight instead. 
Mrs. Leo Reisman is also going on 
the junket, arranged for the band 
through courtesy of the William 
Morris agency. 


DON JUAN CAN 
BE A RADIO 
ANNOUNCER 


Mexico City, Nov. 11. 

Announcers at station XEW will 
after all be able to continue their 
traditional and annual November 
air-stage show based on ‘Don Juan 
Tenorio,’ 16th Century Spanish 
classic that originated the figure of 
Don Juan. A fixture this time of 
year of all theatres in the Spanish- 


speaking world. The radio an- 
nouncers have won their fight to 
make the National Theatrical Fed- 
eration change its mind about a re- 
cent ruling that ‘Don Juan’ should 
be exclusively for the stage, so as to 
give thespians a break against the 











advantage enjoyed by radio. 

XEW announcers will be seen at 
the Cine Orfeon, downtown second 
run cinema. XEW will broadcast 
the proceedings, proceeds of which 
go to the announcers’ Christmas 
fund. Announcers playing the leads 
are Ricardo Lopez Mendez, as Don 
Juan; Alvaro Galvez y Fuentes and 
Manuel Bérnal. Femmes _ include 
Conchita Martinez, Adriana Lamar, 
Paquita Estrada and Lupita Palo- 
mera. 





Cliff Butler, CFCF sportscaster, 
Montreal, now sponsored by St. 





Lawrence Starch Co, 


‘HOSTAGE’ STORY 


Broadcast -in English by 
Canadian Performers 
Montreal, Nov. 11. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
broadcast Friday night (7) coast-to- 
coast Alistair Grossart’s radio play 
‘Hostage.’ Entire cast were French- 
Canadians, but announcing, narra- 
tion and play itself were wholly in 
English. 

Produced by Rupert Caplan, the 
cast included Jacques Auger, Guy 
Moffatt, Henri Letondal, Andre 
Treich and Muriel Guilbault. Play 
is about French hostages shot in 
hordes by Germans in retaliation for 
single officer assassination. 





French 








Guy Hutcheson Reports 
Latin Broadcasters Like 
Yanqui Equipment 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. 


Guy Hutcheson, currently touring 
South America lining up tecknical 
details for the new CBS Latin hook- 
up now scheduled for ‘sometime in 
1942’ has made several extended 
trips checking on outlets and on 
program reception. He is presently 
eyeing atmospheric conditions and 
other factors affecting reception 
here of U. S. shortwave. He’s also 
attempting to discover how much 
Axis interference is going on and 
what can be done about it. 

Many broadcasters here long ago 
purchased equipment from Europe 
because it was cheaper and sold on 
more favorable terms. These are 
now turning to the U. S. not merely 
because they can’t get the European 
stuff but because they’ve come to 
realize the advantage of American 
produced apparatus, Hutcheson de- 
clares. 





Arden White, worker-tenor on ‘The 
Wheeling Steelmakers’ program, will 
guest on the Allen Prescott Pre- 
sents program from NBC, New 
York, this week. 


CBS’ Rubber Walls 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

More growing pains are felt at 
local CBS headquarters. Web's 
capital outlet, WJSV, is taking over 
another half-floor in the Earle Build- 
ing to provide additional space for 
the spreading gang of commentators 
and news department. 

Coincidentally, all studios and of- 
fices are being brightened with new 
paint and furnishings. 








Radio Hornswoggle On 
Racetrack Results Causes 
Arrest of Ohio Pair 


Akron, Noy. 11. 
Robert C. Beitteridge, jr., 34, a tool- 
maker, and David Wolfe, 48, a sales- 
man, were arraigned in Akron be- 


fore United States Commissioner 
William J. Laub last week (11-3) 
charged with operating a radio with- 
out a license in a scheme to beat 
race-track bookmakers. 

The pair were charged with op- 
erating a scheme whereby a man 
would go to a race track with a ra- 
dio transmitter strapped to his body. 
He would send the results to a re- 
lay point nearby, where another man 
would telephone to the wager placer, 
who would get his bet down before 
betting was closed at the bookie 
joint. 

Betteridge pleaded guilty and was 
released on $500 bond. Wolfe 
pleaded not guilty and his bond was 
fixed at $5,000, which he was unable 
to raise. 





YANKELEVICH SETS U.P. 
NEWS ON BELGRANO 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. 

Regular United Press newscasts in 
Spanish will be aired starting Jan. 
1 by Radio Belgrano. Deal for UP 
service ‘was set by Jaime Yankele- 
vich. 

Yankelevich about two months ago 
introduced North American news 
methods to Argentina when he be- 
gan airing a South American edition 
of the ‘Esso Reporter’ over his net- 
work, 














Delayed Fuse Goes Off at XEW 


Strike Hits Azcarraga Station as Peace Doesn’t 


Last—Spreads to XEQ 


Mexico City, Nov. 11. 
The supposed ‘peace’ between sta- 
tion XEW and the general radio in- 
dustry union has blown up after 
only a couple of months, Strike was 


suddenly pulled a week ago on order 
of the union leaders, Jenaro Nunez, 





a 








COLORADO SPRINGS 


CBS NETWORK 


AFFILIATED WITH WKY, OKLAHOMA CITY, 
THE OKLAHOMA. PUBLISHING 


AND 
COMPANY 


THE Katz AGENCY, INC., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 





Guillermo Robles, Santiago Vallejo 
and Afturo Saldana. In an-effort to 
rewrite the work clauses the second 
Station, XEQ, of the Emilio Azcar- 
raga syndicate, was also included. 
Strike caught both stations awk- 
wardly. but they have continued. 
Many employes did not walk out al- 
though the orchestras did. Make- 
shift solo stuff filled in until Othon 
Velez for XEW and Carlos Riveroll 
del Prado for XEQ could improvise. 
With government assistance a com- 
promise was patched up some time 





| ago when a strike was called. 


The union in a lengthy statement 


| declared that XEW and XEQ are 
| ‘exploiting the members of our or- 
blame for the| 


| ganization.” Much 
situation was cast by the union upon 
Antonio Lopez Mendez, XEQ an- 
nouncer. The union accuses him of 
| striving to defeat the interests of 
| organized Mexican labor by holding 
together the stations’ musicians and 
| mike performers. Lopez Mendez is 
| the representative of the XEW and 
XEQ musicians and performers, 


Theatre Union Helps 


Local unionized musicians who 
only awhile ago split with the Na- 
tional Theatrical Federation because 
they charged the show organization 
was not doing right by them, now 
has the Federation as a big brother 
in their strike against local radio 
stations XEW and XEQ. Soon after 
the tunesters struck to enforce de- 
mands for more coin and several 
other concessions that the stations’ 
operators say they cannot meet, the 
Federation announced that it is 
backing these musicians. The union- 
ized musicians are spending a lot of 
coin on advertisements in local 
newspapers to state their side of the 





case, 








Short Wave Research, Inc., Organizes 


— 





Marya Blow States It Will Unofficially Cooperate 
With Donovan Ofice—Backing Not Revealed 





FERNANDO REYES HURT 


| Enroute to His Wedding—Relatives 


Killed in Crash 

Fernando Fernandez Reyes, radio 
singer and brother of the picture 
actor, Emilio Ferandez Reyes, was 
seriously injured when the automo- 
bile he was driving to his wedding 
at Monterrey, eastern Texas border 
industrial center, crashed into a 
boulder. His relatives, Sra. Carmen 
Berlanga de Reyes and Homero 
Reyes, were killed outright and four 
other relatives were injured. 


Fernando was brought to a local’ 


hospital under arrest om a technical 
charge of manslaughter. He has 
been cleared of that charge, for the 
authorities ascertained that low vis- 
ibility caused the accident. Now 
recovering, it is reported that his 
wedding will be celebrated in the 
hospital. 





First Reaction to Program 
Logs of Rockefeller 
Committee Is Favorable 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 4. 


First edition of the new DX pro- 
gram schedule, sponsored by the 
Rockefeller Committee, has brought 
an unusual response here from resi- 
dent Yanks hitherto unaware of just 
how much short-waving was going 
on from the States. Schedule bear- 
ing the imprint of the Asociacion de 
Difusion Inter-Americana, newly- 
formed U. S. idea-spreading organi- 
zation, lined up complete programs 
with stations, megacycles and me- 
ters all listed in a manner to per- 
mit easy tuning. 

Unusual was the notation about 
local time, which is two hours later 
than Eastern Standard. Asociacion 
pointed out that up to now no other 
source offered a continuous accurate 
picture of the great number of in- 
teresting U. §8. programs on the 
ether. And that if a sufficient num- 
ber of people were interested, ar- 
rangements would be made for reg- 
ular free distribution. 


Similar services are being lined up 
for programs in Spanish. Planned 
to keep only English program list- 
ings in the English edition and only 
Spanish in the Spanish edition since 
it’s figured that most listeners will 
care for only the programs in their 
own tongues. Majority of listeners 
to U. S. programs here apparently 
are English, who outnumber Amer- 
icans in Argentina almost twenty to 
one, 





William Shirer will speak in Des 
Moines Nov. 18-under auspices of 
KSO-KRNT and the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. Sur- 
plus goes to USO. 





- 





Short Wave Research, Inc., non. 
profit organization to prépare radio 
scripts in eight European languages, 
has been organized in New York, 
Mrs. Marya Blow, prez. of the outfit, 
said it will work in cooperation with 
the office of the U. S. Coordinator of 
Information, Col. W. J. Donovan, but 
will have no official tieup with it, 
Donovan is,in charge of propa- 
gandizing to Europe. 


Mrs. Blow stated that SWR, which 
was chartered in Albany last week, 
would research, write and produce 
scripts for transmission on estab- 
lished shortwavers beaming east- 
ward. Object will be to ‘promote 
the cause of democracy,’ she de- 
clared. SWR will also survey listen- 
ing conditions and habits in Europe, 
prexy said. 

She declared it would be at least 
a month before the organization is 
ready to clarify who SWR’s backers 
are and the altruism behind its es- 
tablishment. Officers listed on the 
incorporation papers in addition to 
Mrs. Blow, who has had no prior 
connection with radio, are Ward 
Cheney and Bertram Wilcox, v.p.s.; 
Edward C. Carter, secretary, and 
David Seiferheld, treasurer. 


WLWO AND WGEA 
EXCHANGE DX 
LINGUALS 


Cincinnati, Nov, 11 

An exchange arrangement between 
WLWO, Crosley’s international sta- 
tion, and WGEA, Schnectady, N. Y., 
on short-wave broadcasts of pro- 
grams in foreign tongues, was put 
into effect Thursday (6). Under the 
new set-up, French broadcasts orig- 
inate from WGEA and are picked 
up by WLWO. Italian, German and 
Spanish broadcasts originating here 
on WLWO are rebroadcast by 
WGEA. 

Edward Beck, French .announcer, 
transferred from the Crosley staff to 
WGEA, and WLWO added Giorgio 
Padovano, a native of Italy, as its 
Italian broadcaster. 


JACK GREGSON’S SPONSOR 
San Francisco, Nov. 11. 
First transcribed show, ‘Nutty 
News,’ by Jack Gregson, KSFO an- 
nouncer who quit to go to Hollys 
wood, has picked up a KGO sponsor- 
ship for O’Brien’s Candies of San 
Jose, via Brisacher, Davis agency. 
Five-minute weekly test shot is 
planted at 7:55 p.m., just ahead of 
the ‘Quiz Kids.’ 
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BRITISH TO 


MURRAY INFORMS 
WEB OFFICIALS 


BBC Reconciled to Need of 
All Helpful Measures in 
Post-War Economic 
Struggle 


PRESS LORDS ‘iN’? 





That the British Broadcasting Co. | 


is slated to go commercial following 
the war was confirmed last week by 
Gladstone Murray, general manager 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
in New York with 
American network officials. Murray 
spent a couple days calling on NBC, 
CBS and Mutual operators following 
his return some weeks ago from a 
trip to England, where he had been in 
conferences with the heads of the 
Empire’s broadcasting interests. 

The decision to put the BBC on a 
commercial basis has not been de- 
termined, he explained, merely by a 
desire for revenue from advertising, 
but rather by an anticipation of 
what Britain must do to meet 
changed conditions following the end 
of World War II. Britain foresees the 
bitterest economic or business com- 
petition in modern history and it is 
reconciled to the need of putting all 
its shortwave and domestic band 
facilities to use in such competition. 

Under plans now being drawn up 
in London the framework of British 
radio services will be extensively 
expanded not only in the homeland 
but in the other nations in the British 
family and colonies. It is proposed 
that each of the latter be amply 
equipped with both shortwave and 
longwave facilities and that in every 
instance they be operated on a 
wholly or partly commercial basis 
so that Britain and the units that go 
to make up its Empire will not be 


conversations 


CANADA’S NEW 
FARM PROGRAM 
STRESS 


Toronto, Nov. 1l. 


With farm commentators brought 
here from all parts of Canada for 
their first meeting by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp, new _ series 
tagged ‘National Farm Forum’ teed 
off last night (10) over the CBC na- 
tional network and will be heard 
every Monday night _ (9:00-9:30 
EDST) for the ensuing 22 weeks. 
Series deals with regional agricul- 
tural problems, both social and eco- 
nomic, and a fine authoritative forum 
has been assembled 

Western Canada is represented by 
Fergus Mutrie and Hugh Boyd, for- 
meriy publicity man for the Sas- 
katchewan Wheat Board, before his 
joining CBC. Eastern Canada’s 
problems will be presented by Don 
Fairbairn for Ontario and Quebec; 
Ralph Marven for the Maritimes. 
Both come to CBC by way of agri- 
Cultural colleges and commercial 
Tadio. Orville Shugg, farmer and 
former newspaperman, has been ap- 
Pointed supervisor of the new radio 
forum, 


Lever’s 2nd on CKAC 


Montreal, Nov. 11. 

Lever Bros. is underwriting the 
‘Lionel Parent Chante’ (Lionel Par- 
ent Sings) program on CKAC, 
French language outlet, at the rate 
of five quarters hours a week. 

ame account subscribes to ‘Pom- 
Ponette and son Pere,’ a Baby Snooks | 
Variant, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
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GO COMMERCIAL 





handicapped in the drive to sell their | this effect. 


products and in what England fig-| 


ures will be an incomparably more 


intensive scramble for world mar-| 


kets. 

Murray's statements to American 
Officials constitute the first out- 
spoken acknowledgment of the BBC 
commercialization trend. ‘Variety 
has from time to time published 
various intimations from London to 


, 


the ‘Variety’ 
heard that opposition to post-war 
commercialization was about gone. 
Although Empire trade is probably | 
the chief motivation it is altogether | 
possible that the profitable if small-| 
ish operations in London during| 
1937, 1938 and 1939 of Radio Luxem- | 
bourg and Radio Normandie were 


not overlooked by the BBC. Although 


About two months ago| 
London office again! 





ene 


the old schooltie chaps at Broad- | their known position and customary 
casting House outwardly professed! power in the United Kingdom the 
disdain for the advertising programs guess might not be too fantastic that 
in English (by transcription) from) they, the press lords, will be in on 
the continent the prosperity of cer-| any advertising set-up sanctioned 
tain London promoters of these, after peace. Great Britain is con- 
broadcasts was too conspicuous not! sidered more likely to emulate the 
to excite some envy. | dual (half commercial, half cultural) 

That the press lords won't like the system of Australia than outrightly 
radio advertising idea may be pre-| to ape Uncle Sam’s unfettered kind 
dicted confidently. But because of} of private enterprise. 














“Two Years with 
the Right Woman 


(or “You Can’t Tell About Radio”) 


by ED EAST 





——— 





























Yes, Ed, once you get the right for- 


mula rolling on the right station, you 


can’t help but click. And your sponsors 


Chapter 


Bedlam 


Chapter 


Chapter 


message can’t hel; 


cash register can’t 


have found that once an advertiser 


gets on the program with the right 


formula on the right station, his sales 


Nice going, Ed. Glad you found Polly, 


Chapter I. Doldrums—Radio is funny. You never know 
what’s going to happen or why. Two years ago I started a 
morning show on WJZ—Breakfast in Bedlam—fairly early, 
seven to seven-fifty-five. Tried it alone. No sponsors— 


not so good. 


If. La Femme—So I got a woman (always a good 


idea). She couldn’t act, sing or play a musical instrument 
—but she could talk—just plain talk—like people talk. 


Her name was Polly. Folks liked her—and Breakfast in 


started to build. We got sponsors. That’s good. 


iif. At Last—We got more sponsors. Sponsors 


got more business. ‘That's very good. 


IV. Success—Now Breakfast in Bedlam is practi- 


cally* sold out. That’s swell! 


1921—1941 


» but click 
help but ring. 


and his 





*There are a few availabilities—one choice fifteen-minute period in particular. You could 


call or write Jim McConnell about this at WJZ. [hat would be wonderful! 
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Trib's FM Station Gets One-Year 


~ Musician Rate W% Under WGN 


Chicago, Nov. 11 

To be taken as something of a 
yardstick for future musician and 
scale deals for FM stations is the 
scale set up by the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Musicians for its members 
working on W59C, the town’s only 
‘live’ FM outlet. 

W59C., subsid of WGN and the Chi- 
cago Tribune, has a wage scale call- 
ing for $60 per week, per man, pro- 
viding for three hours of work in a 
period of six consecutive hours, five 
days per week. Leader or conitrac- 
tor gets $10 extra per week. 

Record turners get $60 per week, 














(MOK 


90,000 WATTS 
ST. LOUIS 








WelGs 


« 


WSSU 


major 


market 
plus the 
cream of 
southern 
Illinois 


Ask any Radio Soles office 
for more information about » 
KMOX, one of the eighteen 
CBS 50,000 watt ‘stations. 





* charged: avith « having ~ torn: 


| providing for four consecutive hovrs, 
tive days weekly. All overtime is at 
the rate of one dollar for each quar- 
ter hour. 

Entire scale is approximately 50% 
less than regular musician scale on 
AM outlets, and is based upon scar- 
city of commercial time at present 
and the fact that the number of re- 
ceiving sets is small. 
the union signatured the 





However, 


scale set up on conditions then ex- 
isting. 

Union set a minimum of nine men 
to be employed regularly by W59C. 


TELEVISION 
LIGHTS CAUSE 
A FIRE 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
Philco’s television station, W3XEU, 
went off the air last Thursday night 
when a fire broke out in the studio 
during rehearsal of a dramatic 
sketch. The blaze was caused by a 











nited a gauze curtain. 
off the automatic sprinkling system 
which covered the floor of the studio 
with three inches of water before 
it could be shut off. The water 
soaked the camera cables and put 
them out of commission. 

It took all night before the cables 
could be dried. Telecasting was re- 
sumed the next day. 


Press Probe Up Nov. 17 | 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
Resumption of the FCC’s rambling 
newspaper ownership hearing—when 
the publisher gang starts showing 
why no ban should be imposed upon 
radio activities of newspapers—has 
been put off until Monday (17). 








start hearing witnesses marshalled 
by Judge Thomas D. Thatcher, chief 
counsel for the publisher-broadcaster 
| forces, » Thursday | (13), 








|Won’t Send Reps There 


Washington, Nov. 11. 
Refusal to be scared by threats of 
| political pressure was demonstrated 
|by the FCC Saturday (8) with 
| Chairman James L. Fly ultimatum- | 
ing Governor Eugene Tallmadge of 
| Georgia that hearing on application 
|for renewal permit for WGST will 
[be conducted here where the regu- 





lators will be safe from interference. | 


| Fate of the transmitter hangs in the 
| balance because of internal feud- 
| ing over control of the Georgia Tech 
| board of regents. 

| Fly served notice on Tallmadge 
| that the Commish rulings ‘are going 
| to be made upon their merits and 
|} not in accordance with purely po- 
my influence, threats and coer- 
cion.’ Chairman defied the Georg- 
| ians in a letter to Arthur Lucas of 
Atlanta, who has been picked by 


the state institution to be cooperator 
of the plant. 

The declaration of independence 
was prompted by attempts to enlist 
support of Georgia members of 
Congress and other legislative chief- | 
tains. Lucas sent a protest against 
prior Commission handling to all 
House and Senate members, from 
Georgia. Chairman Clarence F. Lea, 
of the House Interstate Commerce 
Committee, and Speaker Sam Ray- 
burn. Objective was to steer the 
regulators to permitting the taking 
of depositions in Georgia. 

The WGST case has been shaping 
up as one of the nastier kinds of 
control fights. with 
poison - spreading and accusatory 
rumors on both sides. Tallmadge is 
up’ one 





deal for only one year, at which time | 
new negotiations will be held and a | 


high-powered ceiling light which ig- | 
The heat set | 


Regulators previously were due to | 


FCC Wary of Georgia’ s Fairness 


the Tailmadge-dominated regents of | 


considerable | 


‘San Jose Merchants Buy 
Frisco Radio Talent For 





San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

San Jose merchants spent several 
hundred doljars for a live-talent ra- 
dio show to plug the town’s dollar 
|day. Special show was broadcast by 
| KQW Monday (10). 
| Talent included Hal Burdick, Pa- 
|tricia Lynne, Johnny O’Brien and 
| Chester Smith’s 12-piece band. Dave 
| Drummond scripted. 


| KING-TRENDLE’S DXER 








FCC Aso Grants Channels for Tele- 
vision to Philco 





Washington, Nov. 11. 

Another frequency modulation 
'station was authorized by the FCC 
last week as papers were ground 
out for a new non-commercial ed- 
-ucational plant, an experimental 
television relay transmitter and one 
standard broadcast outlet. 


King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp. 
got an okay for its plan to put up a 
short-waver in the Detroit area to 
supplement WXYZ. New turnstile 
antenna will replace the west tower 
of the WXYZ array, with the FM 
outlet slated to spray a 6,800-square 
mile service area. Plant will oper- 
ate on 47,300 ke. 


Philco received permission to put 
up a 60-watt relay station using tele- 
vision channels 13 and 14 to round 
out its present Philadelphia opera- 
tions. The educational station will 
be in Memphis, while the standard 
|plant goes to Coastal Broadcasting 
|Co., New Bern, N. C., with an as- 
signment to 1540 kc. with 250 watts. 








Phil Stearns’ Soaper 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 
Manhattan Soap has purchased yet 
another local newscaster, picking up 
| KFRC’s Phil Stearns for a quarter- | 

hour at 12 noon Tuesday, Thursday 


| and Friday for 13 weeks in behalf of 
} 
| 
| 





| Sweetheart. 
Franklin Bruck is agency. 





Withycomb May Sail 


Don Withycomb, shortwave aide to} 
| M. H. Aylesworth, may make his | 
second trip to South America in 1941, 
leaving this month. His destination | 
would be Brazil. 

| Mrs. Withycomb would go along 
(it assignment is confirmed. 








for WGST Testimony—_| 
Witnesses Must Come to Washington 


|contract because of personal and 
political motives, stacking the board 
of the educational institution so they 
would hire another set of operators 
friendly to the Governor. In the 
| picture also is Lawrence W. (Chip) 
Robert, former treasurer of the 
| Democratic National Committee, 
| who is on the board of regents, 
Clean Politics 

Formal decision denying the per- 
mission to take depositions came 
after Commissioner 


| 


Payne had ruled adversely on the 
proposition. Earlier the regulators 
refused to schedule the hearing in 
Atlanta, fearing the possibility of 


‘confusion and disorder.’ Objections 
to taking evidence in the field are 
based on happenings recently when 
a Civil Service Commission exam- 
iner was forced to call for protection 
at a similar proceeding where State 
| officials refused to police the hear- 
ing room. 

Making plain its feeling, the Com- | 
| mish appended a footnote to the de- | 
| cision, citing press reports of the 

‘rough and tumble’ affair when the 
| Civil Service Commission undertook 
| to enforce the Hatch clean-politics 
| act in Georgia. In view of the dif- 
ficulties on that occasion and other 
facts (not specified), the kilocycle 
cops said ‘we are 
/ question the good faith of the re- 
| mony of all key witnessesin Atlanta.’ 
| The refusal to hold the hearing away 
|from home was due to ‘the great 
controversy which has surrounded 
‘the Governor, the state educational 
j institutions, and this station,’ the 
‘Commish previously explained. 


Dollar Day Broadcast 


George Henry | 


constrained to | 


| quest to take by deposition the testi- | 


Texas Solons Move to End O’Daniel 
Monopoly of Political Showmanship 





Washington, Nov. 11. 

Political attention of Texas radio 
listeners no longer is focused ex- 
clusively on unorthodox Senator W. 
Lee (Pass the Biscuits Pappy) 
|O’Daniel, who landed in the Sen- 
ate primarily because of his color- 
ful radio campaigning and sas been 
trying to keep himself prominent in 
the minds of the voters by regular 
use of radio facilities back home. 
Competition for the former Gov- 
ernor—who is allied with the con- 
servative Democratic faction and de- 
cidedly lukewarm toward the New 
Deal—has been provided by a rip- 
roaring Roosevelt supporter, Rep. 
Wright Patman, one of the veterans 


MORE THAN ONE 
WAY TO SKIP 
A RULE 


Station WWRL, Woodside, L. L., 
has finally worked out a way of 
getting mentions in the two New- 
house papers on Long Island, the 
Press and the Star-Journal. Through 
a tieup with the Island Theatre Cir- 
cuit, involving four film houses in 
Queensborough, the station is now 
plugged daily in film ads in the 
papers. It is still barred from men- 
tions in the radio or news columns 
and cannot even buy ads of its own. 
However, the two papeis are accept- 
ing the mentions in the theatre ads 
rather than lose the Island Theatre 
Circuit business. 

Station’s tieup with the film cir- 











cuit gives it plugs on the screen and | 


|/on printed theatre programs. In re- 

turn it gives free spot announce- 
ments for current pictures at the 
circuit’s houses. WWRL has similar 
deals with the RKO house in Rich- 
mond Hill, L. I., and the Steinway, 
a Skouras house in Astoria, L. I. 
Latter deals are an exception to ex- 
tensive tieups between 
WMCA, New York, and between 
Skouras and WINS, New York. 


Fly Queries Mutual For 





| 


| Washington, Nov. 11. 








RKO and} 


Facts on FFF Squawk 


‘ 


| Mutual was wounded last week in | 


ithe rock-throwing between critics 
| . 
|and supporters of President Roose- 


|velt’s foreign policy when the FCC 
| demanded a comment on the squawk 
lof the Fight for Freedom (vigor- 
ously interventionist) about failure 
to provide time to answer America 
| First (violently isolationist) speak- 
ers. 


Chairman James L. Fly called on 
MBS for ‘a statement of facts as to 
how this matter has been handled 
after receiving a press release charg- 
|ing Mutual refused to loosen up be- 
|cause of pressure exerted by the 
pro-Lindbergh Chicago Tribune. 





Montana Mamas’ Show 





Missoula, Mont., Nov. 11. 

New cooperative program, ‘Calling 
All Women,’ is being aired 
KGVO, -local CBS outlet, with 
Dorothy Burgess as femme commen- 

tator Cooking class is held bi- 
weekly at a local theatre, while 
daily contests give listeners a chance 
to win points and at the end of three 
months such prizes as gas range, re- 

frigerator, washing machine, 
| ware, etc. 

Present sponsors include Bon Ton 
| bakery, Gold Metal dairies, Florence 
| Hotel pharmacy, Royal Crown Cola, 
Occident flour and Stop-n-Shop 
markets, 





silver- 





BELCHER’S WLW INTERVIEWS 


Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 

Jerry Belcher, who joined WCKY 
a month ago, takes to the air this 
|} week with a sustaining series of 
quarter-hour interviews, similar to 
'those in his former ‘Interesting 
Neighbors’ network programs, at 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. 

Some of the programs will be re- 
corded by the station’s mobile unit 
in visits to homes and working 
places of folks interviewed, locations 
being .in .Greater. Cincy... acid 








on | 








in the Texas Congressional delega- 
tion. 

Several weeks ago, O’Daniel, with 
his personal band (most of the mem. 
bers have landed on the Federal 
payroll), launched a transcribed se. 
ries to make sure his constituents 
don’t forget him. Every Sunday 
morning via several Texas outlets 
he relayed the latest political gos- 
sip from the Capitol feedbag and 
had a ‘little visit’ with the home 
folks. 

Rivalry was injected into the en- 
tertaining Texas political picture 
when the first Patman program wag 
turntabled two weeks ago. The pro- 
moter of the ‘soldier’s bonus’ for 
World War veterans and ardent 
champion of monetary inflation be- 
gan passing the biscuits himself in 


‘The Texas Forum of the Air.’ First 
platter carried Speaker Sam Ray- 
burn, Representative Luther John- 


son, and Patman talking about lat- 
est big doings in Congress. Patman 
plans to have two fellow Texans as 
guest stars on each week's trans- 
cription. Political pulse-feelers are 


waiting for the reaction when Pat- 
man includes Rep. Lyndon Johnson, 
who was President Roosevelt's hand- 
picked candidate for the Senate seat 
which O'’Daniel snared. 











L. L. LALLY 


Pres. 
. Lally Service 
L. L. Lally has 
never heard of 
Crossley. 

He 
knew a 
rating from a stock-quotation. 


may never 


program- 


But he knows a lot about 
radio—most of it learned from 
his sales records, 

Mr. Lally runs a large auto- 


supply and service unit in Des 
Moines. Last spring, he se- 
lected Gene Shumate’s “Be- 
hind Home Plate” on KSO as 
the backbone of his advertis- 
ing, because “lots of men listen 


to Gene, and I want their 
business.” 

Response surprl sed even 
Mr. Lally. Customers drove 
more than 100 miles to take 


advantage of his special offers. 
The increase in his business 
has made him a 
vertiser—and added another 
chapter to the Success Story 
of KSO and KRNT— Success 
in serving listeners AND 
advertisers, 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Policy of National Broadcasting Co. on its Leopold Stokowski-NBC 
Symphony Orchestra concerts at the Mecca Temple (rechristened Cospo- 
politan Opera House) of charging 55c to $2.20 enables the company to 
cover all expenses excepting actual outlay for orchestra and director. It 
also enables NBC to avoid the annual headache of trying to fill demand 
for ducats, long a problem with its Arturo Toscanini concerts. 

Admission for the 3,100-seat Cosmopolitan covers expense of band shell, 
rearranging of auditorium and cost of staff. Broadcasts run 60 minutes 
with half an hour not broadcast over the WJZ-Blue network. Price scale 
has not held back attendance to date. 





When President Roosevelt’s speech was put on the networks last Thurs- 
day afternoon (6) one of the commercials. cancelled was Procter & 
Gamble’s ‘Ma Perkins,’ on NBC-Red. 

As a consequence, when the Chief Executive was to be introduced to the 
listeners by Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins, the announcer expressed 
thanks to the sponsors of ‘Ma Perkins’ and then presented Mme. Perkins. 


J. Walter Thompsonites took it big last week when Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
which takes over the Chase & Sanborn account Jan. 1, asked the agency 
to pick up the options on Edgar Bergen and Abbott and Costello. K. & E. 
couldn't perform that duty due to the time element. JWT graciously con- 
sented to extend the commitments despite the annual loss of $2,500,000 
worth of business it had handled for 12 years. 


Hal Burdick’s ‘Dr. Kate’ strip show in San Francisco celebrates its 
1000th broadcast for the same sponsor (Sperry flour) on Nov. 28 with the 
same cast headed by Cornelia Burdick in the title part. Others are Monty 
Mohn, Helen Kleeb, Earl Lee. Show actually has aired 1,052 times, but 
the first 52 shots were prior to Sperry’s acquisition of the NBC Coast 
Red topper out of KPO. 

Albert N. Williams, former NBC writer-director and now radio director 
of the Council for Democracy, married Martha Rountree on Sunday (9). 
Thereby a business relationship of both in the so-called House of Radio 
was consummated matrimonially. Williams’ father is president of Western 


Union. 
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E Radio Daffodils « | 





| 


Boston—To promote Eddy Duchin’s appearance on Coca-Cola’s ‘Spot- | 
light Bands’ last Friday (7), WAAB-Colonial net arranged to have Duchin | 
made an honorary member of tke Boston Association of Retail Druggists, 
since he studied at Mass. College of Pharmacy. | 

Earlier in the day, a special broadcast was arranged to have the scroll | 
presented to his mother and sister, Mrs. Frank Duchin and Mrs. Lillian 





Slate. 
San Francisco—Strange sidelights on the town are being unearthed 
by Art Linkletter’s ‘What Do You Think?’ opinion show over KFRC. 


One woman revealed her neighbors bathe in the same tub of water be- 
cause the water rates are so high. Another civic-minaec citizen averred | 
Frisco could be best improved by ‘filling up the chuck-holes in the streets. 


No one has yet brought up subject of drinking troughs for horses. 


Philadelphia WDAS has added an extra gimiftick to its daily sidewalk 
interviews. Listeners are invited to attend and take candid camera shots 
of interviewees. Best pictures get prizes of defense stamps. 


Tacoma KVI goes on the air now at 5:30-a. m., instead of previous six 
o'clock opening. Early start was brought about through requests for early | 
morning music that could be listened to by farmers as they milked the | 
cows, 


NBC Guides Placed At |WCCO’s Staff Periodical 
Georgia, Vermont Spielers Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 


here is launching a new 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 


guides 


WCCO 


Two «NBC have resigned | ing Nov. 15. Leila Gillis of the pub- 


from the ushering staff to take their | licity and promotion department will | 


first step up the radio ladder. Both | be editor and the staff will include | 

have landed announcing jobs. Dorothy Heinen, Mary Guldin, Bob 
Matthew Thorneycroft leaves | Tanner, Donna White, George Col- 

ushering to become spieler with | lier and Larry Fiske. 

WGAC, Augusta, Ga., and Richard- | Departments will be editorials, 


son Loughrin becomes announcer | gossip, profiles, oddities, birthdays, 


with WDEV, Waterbury, Vt. grouch 


' 

















In radio, too, it’s better to be Lower 


lowest frequency (570 kc.) and 
plenty of power (5000 watts) 
so that it can reach over 
12,500,000 people economically. 


WMCA 


FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL 


There are times when it’s better 
to be lower. Take radio, for ex- 
ample. Stations at Jower fre- 
quencies have a decided advan- 
. ‘age. Lower frequencies mean 
longer wave-lengths; longer 
wave-lengths mean stronger sig- 
nals, better reception. WMCA 
is lucky. It has New York's 








|The FCC 


jing system. No 


| czars 


house organ, ‘Station Break,’ start- | 


| existing 
iously 


PULLIAM CALLS ANOTHER CHICAGO MEET 
OF NON-CHANNEL INDIE BROADCASTERS 





WDRC’s 2d Curbstoner Major Topics Include Super-Power, ASCAP, 


Clearance, Option Time and Reduction of Lines 





Hartford, Nov. 11. 
WDRC has added another curb- 
stoner, Handled by Milkman Jerry 
Piven. Head announcer Ray Barrett 
also handles a curbstoner. Original 
sponsor of this one, Howard Clean- 
ers, continues in fifth year. 





NEW STATIONS 


OUT OLUCK 
HEREAFTER 


Washington, Nov. 11. 


Construction of new transmitters 
may be indefinitely postponed as a 
result of the increasingly serious 
shortage of many types of raw ma- 
terials and fabricated goods and the 
preference given national defense. 
currently is wondering 
about shelving requests for construc- 
tion permits unless there is over- 
whelming demonstration a new en- 
terprise is vital to defense activities. 

The threat was intensified last 
week when the Office of Produc- 
tion Management and the Supply 
Priorities and Allocations Board 
practically heaved the priority system 
out the window and put all industry 
on what will be an outright ration- 
quotas have been 
but it is believed doubtful the 
will consider new radio sta- 
tions belong in the ‘urgent’ class, al- 
though fairly high rating has been 
given in the past to requests for ma- 
terials to repair and maintain exist- 
ing transmitters. 


fixed 


Uneasiness shown last 
by FCC Chairman James L. Fly. 
Shortly before Donald Henderson, 
SPAB executive director, announced 
the present technique is being aban- 


was 


week 


| doned, Fly hoped the priorities situ- 


ation would be ‘clarified’ shortly so 
the industry, as well as the 
mish, will know what course to pur- 
sue. He conceded the possibility that 


radio construction will have to be | 
greatly curtailed. While unable to | 
say if the general restraint on new 


| building will be applied to radio, Fly 


admitted there is doubt whether 
brand new stations should be au- 
| thorized as a general proposition. 


Applicants starting from scratch are 
in an embarrassing predicament, he 
suggested, and the Commish- may 
decide not to take any action in 
cases where there is ample service 
already. 
such markets at 
Angeles will be hard to justify from 
this point on, he implied, comment- 
ing that anyone who can prove that 


| more service in those spots is essen- 
| tial to national defense will have to 
be extremely ingenious and agile. 


Gets More Involved 


the priorities 
ssure for ma- 


caused 
method 


scrapping of 
means the pre 


| terials is getting much stronger. In- 


dividuals having the say how much 
stuff is to be set aside 
dustry or individual enterprises 
unlikely to feel radio 
as radio people do. 
essential 
desired, and broadcasting is 
regarded as very pertinent to keep- 
ing up public morale, but the needs 
of the Army and Navy, Great Brit- 
ain, Russia, and other nations will 
be filled first. 


Continuance of 


services iS 


Com- | 


Requests for new plants in | 
New York and Los | 


for any in- | 
are 
is as important | 


anx- | 


Charge by A. T. & T. 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Through temporary chairman Eu- 
gene Pulliam of WIRE, Indianapolis, 
the Independent Broadcasters, Inc., 


ing to be held in the Drake hotel 
here starting next Tuesday (18). Six 
major topics will be under discus- 
sion, and there will be up for reso- 
lutions and open voting at the meet- 
ing several urgent matters of con- 
cern to radio generally. 

IBI officials state they are grati- 
fied with their work in connection 
with the negotations on ASCAP, and 
the results obtained by the IBI copy- 
right committee which is figured to 
i; have saved each network affiliate up 
{to $4,000 annually in clerical and 
auditing costs alone. The explana- 
tion of the ASCAP agreements is 
one of the chief matters dated for 
the meeting. 

Wax and Copyright 
Also named for open discussion is 





at the source on all music on discs, 
and the invitation promises that rep- 
resentatives of all the transcription 
firms, as well as ASCAP and BMI 


Disc 


| 


has sent out invitations to inde- 
pendent network affiliate stations 
not on clear channels for a meet- | 


| 


| 
| 


| tion of line charves, 


rectors and officers. Also to be se- 
lected will be a committee to bein 
confabs with the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. for reduc- 
including that 
of press service lines. 

IBI sent out general inviiations 
and urged the attendance of all sta- 
tions which come within the IBI 
membership boundaries, assuring all 


i . 
;Such station men that attendance at 
|the meeting entails no obligation to 


| join IBI. 


There was a special note 


| attached to the invitaticnal letter ex- 


| plaining 
|solely of 


that this meccting to be 
independent neiwork af- 
filiate stations and is not to be con- 
fused as any group meeting with 


| NIB. 


Spokesmen to Appear 
On Monday (17) the genersl com- 
mittee and the copyright committee 
will meet with the transcription 


companies as well es ASCAP and 


the agreements with the transcrip- | 
ition companies regarding clearance | 


BMI representatives in an effcrt to 
reach an agreement on clearsnce at 
the source on all discs. In fact, to 
have such an agreement ready for 
presentation to the general meeting 
on the following day (Tuesday). 


| With the ASCAP negotiations having 


will be on hand to explain individual] | 


status. 
The FCC Orders 

Listed third in matters to be 
cussed is the FCC ruling relating to 
chain broadcasting and the question 
of option-time. The official interpre- 
tation of these rulings will be a 
high point in the opening palavers. 

Super Power 

Super power continues to be the 

strong tie which binds IBI together, 


dis- 


and super power will again be up 
for round vocal thrashing by IBI 
members assembled. Super power 


| continues to be regarded as the real, 
| vital and major threat, and IBI will 
'raly its members to battle this 
threat in unanimity. 

Election of Officers 


As provided by the by-law voted | 


lat the meeting here in October, there 
will be an election of permanent, di- 


worked out so we'l through the IBI 
committee, the organization is punch- 
ing to follow up this click with an- 


other fast agreement with the dise 
companies so as to eliminate any 
auditing or clerical work on tunes 


that come in on platters. 
Wis. Picks NIB Rep 
Milwaukee, Nov. 1I. 
C. J. Lanphier, manager of WEMP, 
member of the reorganization com- 


'mittee of the National Independent 


Broadcasters, Inc., has called a spe- 


'cial meeting of Wisconsin radio ex- 


ecs for tomorrow (Wednesday) at 


|the Plankinton Hotel. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Some 20 state stations will be rep- 
resented in the selection of a Badger 
representative to a meeting of the 
NIB in Chicago. 





Atlanta.—Hank Penny joins WSB, 
Atlanta, Nov. 10, from WMC, Mem- 
phis. 
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‘4 million.’’* 


One, two or three quarter-hout strips of Irene’s colossus 


4 to 4:45 p. m 


sense of humor and a few 


sales 


are now available to any sponsor with a 


records to break. Grab 


your phone or your secretary and tell us where to send 


complete information. 





WCAE 


Area 


ation 


There has been good cooperation 
from the agencies dealing with the 
supply problem, Fly commented. 
While the Commish takes the posi- 

| tion it must follow rules laid down 
by SPAB and OPM, he indicated he 
has been pleading for more favor- 
ble ae t for tl broadcast- 
é ered 
I lked 
( ( Ne ( ne € 
I Nf i al iactors 
] ] f ‘ o~ 
le” } f ]- 
lo 

T) se 
partly nullifies the assur: e given 
broadcaste} recently that they will 
have a position somewhere nea! the 
head of the line. While the rank- 
ings are not affected and radio still | 
is a jump ahead of landline com- 

| munications, the tightening up which 
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A 1941 BUSINESS PROPOSITION 


ESTABLISHED IN 1869 HARRY E. GAVITT, MANAGER 


. @. Savitt Medical Gompany 


MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS 
Manufacturers of Standard and Proprietary Articles and Remedies 


OUR GOODS ARE SOLD IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD 


REORGANIZED IN 1689 


Laboratory and Printing Plant 
Gavitt Building 
4th Ave. and Adams St. 


“Thanks” 
if our goods please you, 
Please tell others 


Gavitt’s Herb Tablets 
Formerly known as Gavitt's System Regulator 


000 0 Broadcasting Service TOPEKA, KANSAS 


wccrence Tenne 


Gentlemen: 


Would you or any of your announcers or associates be interested in putting on 
short announcements over your station regarding a Gavitt's Herb Tablet special 
$1.00 sale for a regular $1.00 box and a 25¢ package freee The order and $1.00 
should be mailed direct to your station. 


On receipt of these $1.00 orders you send them to us together with 35¢ for 

each $1.00 order you receive and we will mail the retular $1.00 box and a regu- 
lar 25¢ package, postage paid, in one shipment direct from our laboratories 
here in Topeka, to these customerse 

We will also write them and acknowledge their order. You could hold all such 
orders fro convenience for a few days or until you received a nunber of them 
and send them all at once with a check for 35¢ eache This gives you 65¢ as 
your profit on each $1.00 order. 


This is 
Tablets 
sold by 
foreign 


an extra special price on our merchandise and servicee Gavitt's Herb 
is an old style herbal family medicine and has been manufactured and 

us for over forty years throughout the United States and a number of 

countries. 


As this 
to hear 


is a new plan of advertising and promotion, we therefore will be pleased 
from you with any suggestion that you may have to offer regarding it. 


Ye are herewith enclosing a few circulars giving some information regarding 
Gavitt's Herb Tablets. .Thanking you for a prompt answer, we remain 


Yours very truly, 
We We Gavitt Medical Coe 


To make these special broadcasts more interesting regarding Gavitt's Herb Tablets 
it might be a good idea to start a joke contest and ask all listeners to send in 
a short funny joke. The funniest joke received by your station, as judged by 
your judges, you coulé-award a prize of a regular $1.00 box of Gavitt's Herb 
Tablets which we would send free, one box on Monday of each week and another one 
on Thursday of each weeke (This would make two awards each week.) Some of the 
best of these jokes, with the name of the sender, might be read each day at some 
certain time and the name of the winner and their address could be announced on 
Mondays and Thursdays. We are sure that many of your listeners would be interest- 
ed and cheaply entertained for a few minutes each day when the jokes begin to 
come in and are read over the radioe 


If you wish us to do so, we will also send each person sending a joke a handy 


DREICER DOES 
THREE SHOWS, 
ee 


Mauriee C. Dreicer, brvadcaster 
and program producer, started three 
new public service educational pro- 
erams Saturday evening (8) over 
WCNW, part-time indie outlet in 
Brooklyn. All are sustainers and 
run consecutively. 


First, skédded at 7:15 p.m. Satur- 
days, is ‘Mr. and Mrs. Junior,’ a 
series of talks by Dr. Rebecca Lis- 
wood, pediatrician, on the so-called 
‘problem child.’ Second, at 7:30, is 
‘War Economics,’ with Dreicer inter- 
'viewing Wilfred May, former SEC 
‘special consultant, on buying guides 
'and price trends during the emer- 
gency. Third, at 7:45, is ‘Morale 
Reporter,’ interviews with Ladislas 
Farago, of the Committee for Na- 
tional morale of the American, Eng- 
lish, German, Russion, Italian and 
' Japanese people. 














| 


| 


Continued from page ¢ ———— 














M, George H. Johnson, chairman of 
WFIL board, and city officers. 

The new station went on the air 
| with a nucleous of seven commercial 
|}accounts: Zenith Radio, six 15-min- 
/ute programs weekly of F-M demon- 
stration; Seven-Up (soft drink), six 
| 15-minute news shows weekly; Barr's 

(jewelers), 36 time signals por week; 
, Lit Brothers Department Store, six 
| five-minute news shows’ weekly; 
PHenry Hurst (linens), six spots 
weekly, and Parkway Baking Co. 

(bread), six five-minute news shows 

weekly. 


Program supervisor for W53PH 


will be Felix Meyer, former radio 
director of the Atherton & Currier 
agency of New York. 

WHN Sells Hockey 


All 48 home games of the Rangers 
and Americans, New York teams in 
the National Hockey League, will be 
broadcast again this winter by WHN, 
New York, with Pabst been again 
the sponsor. Contests will be in 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., with 
3ert Lebhar handling the 
play and Dick Fishell the between- 
periods color. Lord & Thomas, Chi- 
cago, is the agency. 


play-by- 


Contract also covers all games of 


he Staniey Cup playoff series, re- 
‘ardiess of where hed. Pabst cur- 
rently sponsors the WHN brocdcasts 
of the New York Football Giants’ 


home and away games. 


KXA’s Big News Sale 
4 Seattle, Nov. 1] 


KXA has signed Masts, Inc., sport- 
ing goods and appliances, to a six 
months’ period for three 15 news 




















Auto periods a day—making it exclusive 

for Masts on the station’s new 13 

= = ee, —__—_— a AIEEE there are. only three scheduled 
periods. KXA has put lines into tf 

| SKITS IN COMMERCIALS |Frank Burke, production manager; | Ranch, north end night spot, and the 

sentence | John Gordon, program director;! China Pheasant, south end nitery, 

Waxed by Local Station in Missoula | Bruce Chick, continuity’ editor; | marking first time these night clubs 

For Loan Company Jewscaster Budd Lynch, as well as! have had regular broadcasts from a 


Marg Pratt, secretary. 


Missoula, Mont., Nov. 11. 


local station. 








— ——— 


Series of 12 transcribed _ spot 
announcements, containing comedy 
kits and singing commercials, have 
been completed by the productior 
department of KGVO for the Local on 
Finance Co * 
- : - “Sve They'll be aired on KGVO and ¥ @ hie 
: finn? 3 : three other outlets in the area served Pet ah 
; eee Orme Leth a ARO. Sie by Local Finance : pay & N\ 


TVArea , for. dams, power plants, aluminum. 
plant expansion, textile mills and other industries. ° 


—And big buying as well, with wholesale and 
retail sales soaring to new records! 


the TVArea. 


Chateau Creme on the Air 


Albany, Nov. 11. 
Chateau Creme, a new furniture | 
| dressing produced by a firm in 
| Cohoes, is~being plugged on a half- 
jhour evening quiz program, ‘Pick 
| Your Price,’ over WABY, Albany. 
f | Show, with Bill Winne serving as 
| quizmaster, Louise Benet, Ruth Lef- 
|ler, Mary Morse and Sally Martin 
jlining up quizees in the audience 
and Dick Hartigan playing for the 
| musical queries, criginates in either 
‘the Albany or Troy studios of the 
station. 


richer and 


It’s °a 
WNOX puts it-right on your sales chart! 


market, 





FLU WALLOPS CKLW STAFF 
Detroit, Nov. 11. 
A flu epidemic in Windsor, Ont., 
| has hit the staff of CKLW hard. 
| Among those on the list were 
| Campbell Ritchie, traffic manager; 


KNOXVILLE 
TENNESSEE 





KDYL’s 
broadcasting pattern fits thé inter- 
mountain population setup 
glove. 


it does the most good! 


s KDYL 
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REDDY MARTIN ORCHESTRA 
4 ith Clyde Rogers, Eddie Stone 
spotlight Bands’ 

Mins. 

NOCA-COLA 

Saturday, 10:15 p.m. 
woOR-Mutual, New Y 

(D’Arcy) 


«. Coca-Cola series is s0 pat- 
Paw that Saturday night figures 
r the big payoff night. The bands 
an t range across the Mutual sched- 
= from Monday through Friday 

e each allowed but 15 minutes, 
amnereas the orchestra whose phono- 
vaph recording accounts for the 
fargest sales of the previous week 
receives a triple reward: (1) more 

oney than is naid the other five 
fends of the week, (2) an additional 
uarter-hour of network time, and 
(3) a trophy which consists of a 
silver facsimile of the topselling 


discs. ees 

Freddy Martin, the initial winner 
of the award, was picked up from 
Hollywood, and the program that he 
whipped up for the occasion (8) 
served to fortify the band’s status 
as an entertaining unit. The orches- 
tra departed now and then from its 
redilections for the sweet mixtures 
of modern dance idioms, but the re- 
sults were always pleasant to the 
ear. The vocal department, which 
comprises Clyde Rogers, Eddie Stone 
and a quartet, drew a generous 
measure of the corking performance, 
with the lyrics refrainers doing par- 
ticularly well with ‘Why Don’t We 
Do This More Often?’ and ‘Rose 
O'Day.’ 

While the event was smartly paced, 
the continuity at times seemed to be 
productive of little else than stage- 
waits. A case in point was that bio- 
graphical passage toward the end, 
which gave the impression of being 
just a mess of words to cue in an 
old Martin recording, ‘One of Those 
Things.’ Much credit, on the other 
hand, is due the series’ producers 
for the sound judgment used in 
merchandising the show to listeners. 
It could be easily overnoked. 

As ever, Coca-Cola plugs are few 
and uncommonly terse. Odec. 


INTO THE LIGHT’ 
With Margo, Peter 


Capell, Margaret Foster, Mitzi 
Gould, Charme Allen 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Daily, 2:30 p.m. 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 

Intended to deal with the lives of 
people seeking the ‘way out of the 
darkness and into the light,’ this 
NBC-Blue (WJZ) sustainer serial 
opens with a slightly pompous an- 
nouncer blurb quoting Alexander 
Graham Bell’s ‘rule of three’ for 
self-education—‘observe, remember, 
compare.’ It then goes into an in- 
tense melodrama about the hatred 
between two brothers and the ‘heal- 
ing influence of a young girl’s love. 
Sounds as if it might develop as a 
reasonably acceptable brand of day- 
to-day housewife hoke. Larry Bear- 
son writes and Ted Corday directs. 

On the episode heard there was an 
opening teaser cutting in on the 
highlight of a confab between one of 
the brothers and the girl. Then, 
after the 
background and scene, the main 
dramatization dealt with a date be- 
tween the young couple, of their 
romantic palaver about the stars, 
their apparently-slated-to-be-fateful 
meeting with another couple at a 
roadhouse and, as the cliff-hanger 
for next day’s pull, their return 
home to find the older brother wait- 
ing for them. 


As the femme lead, Tanya, Margo 
as a low and vibrant, but some- 
what heavy voice, not too express- 
ively handled for radio. Peter Don- 
ald is direct and intense, without 
much depth as the boy. Charme 
Allen overdoes the characterization 
as Ma Owen, and Morris Carnovsky 
fs refreshingly straight as Mr. Kriss. 
Itzi Gould provides a distinctive 
voice contrast as Emily, the girl met 
at the roadhouse. Hobe. 


‘KEEP ’EM ROLLING’ 

With Clifton Fadiman, Maurice 
Evans, Ethel Merman, Eveérett 
Sloan, John G. Albright, Donald 
Nelson, Ray Block Chorus, Morton 
Gould Orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 


Latest in the growing crop of de- 
fense ballyhoo shows, ‘Keep °’Em 
Rolling,” is presented by the Office 
of Emergency Management, in co- 
operation with WOR, Mutual’s key 
outlet in New York. It’s aimed to 
tell ‘what we’re defending and how 
we're doing it. Opening stanza 
Sunday night (9) offered an impos- 
ing talent lineup and, everything 
considered, an impressive’ show. 
Numerous rough spots weren't too 
serious and should be corrected in 
succeeding broadcasts. 

Somewhat like the Treasury-Ben- 
dix program in pattern, ‘Keep ’Em 
Rolling’ is a variety stanza with 
guest name talent, apparently to in- 
clude both vocalists and a dramatic 
spot on each show, plus visiting de- 
fense officials as speakers and the 
Morton Gould orchestra and Ray 
Block chorus. Clifton Fadiman is 
regular m.c. and, on the basis of the 
initial start, bringing undeniable 
eclet to the proceedings. 

There were two outstanding spots 





Denald, Martin | 
Wolfson, Morris Carnovsky, Peter | 


announcer had set the} 
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on the debut stanza. One was Ethel 
Merman’s rousing version of ‘Keep 
‘’Em Rolling,’ specially written by 
| Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart as 
a theme song for the series. Although 
the faulty sound levels permitted 
the chorus and orchestra to bury 
much of the solo parts, Miss Mer- 
man’s rhythm style infused the 
number with genuine lift. 

Other highlight was a dramatic 
excerpt, Maurice Evans and Everett 
Sloan in a bit from Maxwell Ander- 
son's legit play, ‘Valley Forge.’ This 
piece was overlong and apparently 
under-rehearsed (possibly because 
Evans had just returned from his 
Boston tryout of ‘Macbeth’) and the 
star tended to run away with the 
direction, although that may have 
been because the sound of General 
Washington speaking in dramatic 
verse seemed incongruous. Evans 
|} was properly vigorous and had only 
occasional traces of modern English 
accent, however, and his perform- 
ance rose to a satisfying climax with 
the final line, the much-quoted ‘This 
liberty will look easy by and by 
when nobody dies to get it.’ Sloan 
was restrained and effective as the 
neroic Col. Tench. 

As official guests on the show, 
Donald Nelson, OEM director, spoke 
about the necessity of priorities, 
while Prof. John G. Albright ex- 
plained the raising and ‘milking’ of 
spiders for national defense. Both 
bits were in interview form, with 
Fadiman straighting. Gould’s or- 
chestral arrangements were a trifle 
ornate, but well played, while the 
|choral bits were also generally well 
handled. Hobe. 





‘EIGHT MYSTERIOUS HATS’ 
Mystery Drama 

1/15 Mins.—Leocal 

LUNDSTROM HAT STORES 
Friday, 10:30 p.m. 

KPO, San Francisco 
(Segall) 
(10:30 p.m.) 

commercial 
as a neat novelty 
drama, crisp and fast-moving, quickly 
planted three suspects who had rea- 
|son to bump off a nasty-tempered 
exec at a Hall While 
thing builds up to a hat found unde 
the body which is tabbed as the clue 
ito the killer, No air explanation of 
how the hat got there or how it 
proves the killer, as that’s where the 
commercial hook comes in. Dialers 
at this point are informed that they 
| can win a $25 defense bond or hat 
= by visiting a Lundstrom store, 
} 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


This late 
agency*built 


live-talent 
shapes up 
package. Kick-off 


ween party 


viewing the hat and naming their 
suspect on an entry blank. Also hae 
to write a few words on Lundstron 
hats. 

Further come-on is announcement 
of killer and winners on following 
week’s episode. Fact that solution 
can’t be given immediately limits ap- 
| peal to the contest-minded but it’ 

ich it’s 


S 
proup at ' 


a good job for the 
aimed Wern. 


oo 4 


. 
Followup Comment 3 
Reeseccecececcococccooes 


‘Betty and Bob,’ recorded serial 
now sponsored locally over WEAF, 
New York, by Kirkman’s soap flakes, 
uses the old say-everything-at-least- 
three-times method of scripting. 
Dialog is not only repetitious, but 
fills in enough plot background to 
reach the most moronic listener. 
Story at present is also dealing in 
fundamenials—husband and 


> 4944646666464 464666% 


+ 


the Trumpet. Show 
roughly to newspaper comic strip 
stories. Kirkman commercials are 
interminable. 





Frank Fay’s routines last Thursday 
(6) on the Tums half hour were 


of the show that, over the air, were 
| semi-unintelligible, Having mastered 
and therefore come to love the tricks 


of delayed response, Fay still works | 


(Continued on page 56) 





| 
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wife | 
trouble because he’s getting too am- | 
bitious, running for mayor of Mon- | 
roe instead-of sticking to publishing | 
corresponds | 


giggly, but there remained still parts | 


20 Winks 


Even though Cy Walter is only 
playing piano for a quarter-hour 
at 3:15 in the morning, he ought 
to figure on extending his rep- 
ertoire over at WOR. The way 
it stands it’s some tunes from 
the early Astaire pictures, a little 
Gershwin, a bit of Schwartz, 
‘Mountain Greenery,’ and Wal- 
ter is washed up for the night 
....What has become of those 
songs with a lilt to ’em which did 
so much to bring along Joan Ed- 
wards and Bonnie Baker? We're 
talking about ‘Gypsy in My Soul’ 
and ‘Stop, It’s Wonderful.’ Have 
the boys quit writing such ditties, 
or is it too tough to find a girl 
who can sing em? ‘Gypsy’ did a 
lot for Miss Edwards, while 
‘Stop’ heralded Miss Baker within 
the trade long before she got 
around to ‘Oh, Johnny.’  Inci- 
dentally, both songs cited came 
out of Mask and Wig Club shows 

Alan Prescott does a con- 
sistently good job on his am. 
women’s program. He also still 
rates credit for one of the best 
quips of °41 on opening his New 
Year’s morning show with ‘Hello, 


giris. Here’s what’s left.’.... 
David Niles and his Puckish 
pranksters continue to prank 


nights at WEVD until 4 a.m. But 
even Tom, the fun-loving Rover, 
was more comical than _ this. 
These goings-on stand a fair 
chance of becoming the world’s 
most amateurish program.... 
When New York’s late hour sta- 
tions go for interviews with band 
leaders they break out in a rash 
of them—probably due to the 
maestro’s press agent. Another 
is Dick Rogers who hit at least 
two outlets within the week.... 
The difference between bands 
and a band can be tabbed in the 
playing of ‘The Spirit Is Will- 
ing.’ If you get a chance, listen 
to Glenn Miller’s record of it 

Want to get hysterical? Send out 
for the early editions of last 
Saturday’s papers and read the 


New York sports writers’ pre- 
game stories from Pittsburgh. 
Shudders of the week: Earl 


“Wise Guy’ Godwin, NBC’s Wash- 
ington rep, really tried one on 
for size last week. What he had 
to offer was that an order for 
80,000,000 pairs of socks might 
turn into an A.E.F. of only 10,- 
000,000 men. Now, if Godwin 
wants to make himself ridiculous, 
who cares? But there doesn’t 
seem any need to make a chump 
of his network, too. 





RAYMOND PAIGE ALL - AMERI- 
CAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA (60) 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 11 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
In connection Name- 
Band Jubilee promoted by the Brit- 
ish American Ambulance Fund at 
the Manhattan Centre Monday night 


(10), Raymond Paige unveiled for 
the first time anywhere his new all- 
American all-youth orchestra. Paige 
has been rehearsing the youngsters, 
who run from 16 to 25 in age, for 
five months. The first impression is 
that Paige really has something. 

His youngsters are musicians to 
start with. Paige has fused them 
into a compact ensemble which, 
while it will gain in fire and power 
with added experience, already has 
an authoritative, disciplined effec- 
tiveness. The long theatre and radio 
experience of the leader covers these 
youngsters like a giant parasol. They 
get training and patience and show- 
manship and the advantage of 
Paige’s orchestrating. 

Paige has three girl singers and a 
male warbler, one Jack Duggan, de- 
scribed as an ex-prizefighter, and 
possessing a very promising baritone 
voice plus first rate diction. Caro- 
line Cromwell, from 
over-introduced during the British 
evening (especially earlier at the 
hall, before this broadcast, when em- 
cee Art Green indulged in extrava- 
gances that hardly anybody could 


with the 


justify and certainly not this young | 


lady at her present level of profes- 
sional maturity). 

In the non-broadcast portion and 
later in the evening as heard on a 
loudspeaker it was evident that 
Paige has prepared his youngsters 
to stand up to criteria and to win 
audience approval. Miss Cromwell 
and her two sorority sisters have a 
likeable freshness and this is the 
general impression given by the en- 
tire organization. 


In sticking to such semi-classic 


standards as a ‘Porgy and Bess’ tune, | 


‘Donkey Serenade’ and ‘Stardust,’ 
Paige finds in-between ground. This 
is not symphonic, but it is highly em- 
bellished pop music. The native ori- 
gin of all the members and the hard- 
working youngsters are bound to of- 
fer chances for publicity and good- 
will. 


A nice debut. Land. 


| ‘THE MILK SHOW’ 


With Amanda Snow, Leonard Leigh 
Orch., Brooks Henderson, Don 
Hawkins, Dramatic Cast, Dr. L. S. 
Palmer 

30 Mins., Local 

MILK FOUNDATION OF MINN. 

Mondays, 6:30 p.m. 

KSTP, Minneapolis 

(McCord) 
Local cow-juice’ distribs 
pooled the coin to finance 
tious hometown 


have 


commercials and general 


Kansas, was | 


a preten- | 
broadcast out of | 
KSTP. On cast size, music, unusual | 
entertain- — 


‘HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY’ 
With Frances Chaney, John 
| Parker Fennelly 

15 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

| Daily, 10:30 a.m. 

W1IZ-NBC, New York a 

The current fad, among New York- 
ers at least, of getting ‘back to the 
land’ by taking houses in the country 
is the basis of this new sustainer 
serial by Ray Knight on NBC-Blue 
(WJZ), Two principal characters, a 
young couple married about a year, 
are something of a composite of 
Gracie Allen-George Burns, Jane and 
|Goodman Ace or a suburban Mr. and 
Mrs. North. Series leans more on 
minor comedy situations than on plot. 
It seems amusing, but somewhat in- 
nocuous. 

Episode heard last week dealt with 
Joan Marshall’s involved dealings 
with the neighborhood handy-man, 
Sam Politchek, for garbage and trash 
collection and so forth. In a not-too- 
credible opening scene, she had be- 
deviled her artist-husband, Bruce, 
while he was trying to paint an out- 
door scene, Longer and final scene 
was the haggling confab between 
Joan and Politchek. Script had a 
nice comedy sense, making particular 
use of repetition and visible-from- 
the-start laugh climax. Stanza heard 
| was proficiently played. Joseph Bell’s 


Raby, 


|direction had deft pacing and 
emphasis. 
Series as a whole should be a 


moderate bet for commercial bank- 
rolling, but only moderate as long as 
sponsors continue to prefer heart- 
| throbs to laughs as daytime material, 
Hobe. 





|ment value, it started cff promis- 
| ingly. 

Leonard Leigh’s orchestra under- 
writes the musical end. Amanda 
Snow, the featured singer, proved a 
stylist of considerable warmth. Swing 
jand jazz are eschewed on program, 
| musical numbers running largely to 
| the old-timers, seri-classicals, senti- 
| 


mental ditties and ballads. On show 
caught, for. example, orchestra 
| played ‘Le Secret,’ ‘Souvenirs,’ ‘Last 
Rose of Summer,’ ‘Strolling in the 
|Park One Day,’ ‘My Bonnie Lies 
Over the Ocean’ and ‘Years From 
Now,’ while Miss Snow’s well-chosen 
selections were ‘In a Country Gar- 
den,’ ‘Stars of Summer Night,’ ‘Ave 
Maria,’ and, probably as a concession 
for the younger listeners, ‘Try Smil- 
ing.” On each program she sings 
one ‘memory song,’ such as ‘Last 
tose of Summer,’ and a sacred num- 
ber, like ‘Ave Maria.’ 

Guest-of-the-week was Dr. L. S. 
Palmer of the University of Minne- 
sota Farm School, who spoke briefly 
and interestingly on ‘abundant health 
|for the nation’ and ‘our food bill.’ 
| Dramatic cast is used for commer- 
|cial copy. It might be termed ‘rea- 
i sonable copy.’ Instead of bang-bang 
ltvpe of selling, McCord agency ap- 
| parently seeks to convince through 
persuasion with short dramatic pres- 
entations. This one caught emnpha- 
ized that milk, given 30-day trial, can 
do wonders for health. 

Should be easy to take this enter- 
tainment. Rees. 




















Many Thanks to 


EDDIE CANTOR 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
YOUNG & RUBICAM 


EDDIE CANTOR 


“TIME TO SMILE” 
Wed.—9-9 :30 P.M., EST 
NBC Red Network 





NBC 


EXCLUSIVE 


VICTOR-BLUEBIRD 
RECORDING ARTIST 


DINAH SHORE 
Sundays—9 :45-10 P.M., EST 


Bristol-Myers 


Dinah Shore 


Blue Network 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue RapioO TRADE 1s Dtscussinc: NBC’s 15th birthday today (Wednes- 
day)—the high cost of 1942 under Morganthau—the sellout for the ad- 
vertising Government rodeo at White Sulphur—Raymond Paige’s new 
all-American youth orchestra which debuted Monday night—Stokowski 
introducing on NBC symphony concert Walter Anderson’s negro bari- 
tone, Lawrence Whisonant. 








NBC-Red has dropped the Saturday afternoon Pittsburgh-originating 
sustainer, ‘A Boy, a Girl and a Band’...Harmon Nelson released from 
army training and returned to Young & Rubicam radio production staff... 
He’s assigned to the Eddie Cantor show, assisting Bob Welch...Burgess 
Meredith guest-starring on the Philip Morris ‘Great Plays’ program again 
next week (21)...Frank Forest, vocalist on ‘Double or Nothing,’ via Mutual, 
will sing ‘La Traviata’ with the Newark Opera Dec. 6...Sonia Bigman, 
recently with ‘March of Time’ program, back doing radio research for 
Time mag...Henry Fonda back to Coast next week after guesting on 
‘Cavalcade of America’ and the Treasury Dept. program. 

Francis Van Hartesfeldt directing the new Dinah Shore series and con- 
tinuing on the ‘Aldrich Family’ show....Other Young & Rubicam night 
director assignments are currently Sam Fuller (‘Kate Smith’), Bob Welch 
(‘Eddie Cantor’), Joe Hill (‘Manhattan at Midnight’), Sandy Stronack and 
Hendrik Booraem alternating ‘(March of Time’) and Dave Levy (‘We, 
the People’)....Jack Runyon, radio director of Ted Bates agency, duck 
hunting on a Chesapeake Bay island over last weekend....Alice Frost 
back from visit with family in Minneapolis....McNulty Family back from 
personal tour and again ethering on WWRL. 

Joan Bennett set on the Philip Morris show Nov. 21 by Lyons & Lyons 
and probably flying back to the Coast a few days later....Martha Scott 
planed west again early this week after radio dates in New York.... 
Charles Dillon and Welbourn Kelley scripted ‘Narrative in Red and White’ 
for Red Cross show Sunday (16)....Cast will include Paul Muni, Lionel 
Barrymore, Ray Collins, Judith Anderson, Raymond Massey, Conrad Thi- 
bault, David Ross and Frank Black as batoner....‘Great Plays’ series 
returning Sunday (16) to NBC-Red, opening with Ruth Gordon in ‘Doll’s 
House’....Lewis Titterton back after two-week strep throat ailment... 
John McMillin, Compton agency radio head, shuttling back and forth to 
Cincinnati for hush-hush confabs with Procter & Gamble execs... 
William Sweets producing NBC’s 15th anniversary show....Jim Ameche 
now announcing ‘Big Sister.’ 

Peter Fick, Olympic swimming champ and husband of Bess Johnson, 
learning to be a radio production man....Ed Wolf Associates has the 
radio rights t6 ‘Junior Miss,’ the Sally Benson stcries from which the 
forthcoming Jerome Chodorov-Joseph Fields play is adapted....Next 
*‘Wheatena Playhouse’ yarn will be ‘Jane Eyre,’ with Flora Robson, Heather 
Angel and Arnold Moss....Herbert Wolf, son of Ed Wolf and casting 
director for Wolf Associates, was drafted last week, with William Miles 
(an actor, not William B. Miles, the legit director and operator of the 
strawhat at Stockbridge, Mass.) taking over the casting stint....Nedda 
Harrigan is starred in a radio series by J. P. McEvoy, which Lyons & 
Lyons is handling 





WOR heaved a studio party for the opening broadcast Sunday night (9) | 


of ‘Keep ’em Rolling,’ 
toured the network’s New York offices Friday afternoon (7) giving sing- 
ing invitations (with bass drum accompaniment) to a 15th anniversary 
party for employees Monday night (10) at the Waldorf-Astoria... .Charles 


Speer, script writer and former CBS script editor, in the hospital after a 
heart attack....John Gibbs to Chicago for periodic checkup on ‘Lone | 
Journey’ serial. 

Ed Kirby, War Dept. 


NBC staff writer, huddling on army shows....Laurenc€ Hammond writing 
a series of dramatic spots to be cut-in on the Treasury Dept.-Bendix pro- 
gram from defense production centers....General Electric sponsoring 
WHN’s nightly ‘Newsreel of the Air’ to plug its free inspection of oil 
burners....Phil Carlin, NBC-Red program chief, mapping four new public 
service shows to be spotted Saturday afternoons when the football season 
ends....Will include ‘Doctors at Work,’ ‘Air Youth of America,’ ‘Council 
of Democracy’ and ‘Dollars in Defense’....Script writer John T. W. Mar- 
tin, who recently underwent another foot operation for injuries received 
in a taxicab smashup, has tossed away the crutches for a cane... .‘Listen, 
America,’ the nutrition program, goes back Nov. 23 on NBC-Red and will 
be heard 3:30-4 p.m. Sundays....And a new sustainer dramatic series, 
‘Dark Fantasy,’ will be aired on the same network out of WKY, Oklahoma 


the new OEM series....Group of NBC page boys | 


















































City, late Friday nights, starting this week (14). 
| WEW | | Plant Tonic Advertises 
| 
BNX vor San Francisco, Nov. 11. 
| Calied Labs of Oakland has 
_ THE MOST INTI- | purchased 13 weeks of participations 
‘MATE AND EFFECTIVE | in Gordon Owen’s KSFO Home Serv- 
ALES APPROACH TO lice Council to plug plant-growth 
S ERICA’S LARGEST stimulant. This brings to four the 
AM ET participants in the Owen show, built 
MARKE!. to replace the Housewives Protec- 
tive League which shifted to KFRC. 
olele ‘ Others are Gas Appliance Society, 
Macey Jewelers and Red Hart Dog 
— Food. 








ational 


Representatives 





| to KGEI for shortwaving to ; 





IN CHICAGO... 


Tue Ravio Trape 1s Discusstnc: whether Tom Harmon, the football 
player turned sportscaster, is suffering artistic temperament as his de- 
mands suggest—whether the present seller’s market will continue into 
1942 if Congress passes that universal 15% pay cut—whether more sta- 
tions plan to get tough about the Chicago chiz big erperts. 





Burridge Butler of WLS to Phoenix this week for fifth anniversary of 
KOY under Butler* banner....Attilio Baggiore goes on vocal staff of 
W59C for regular programming after years on WGN....Jack Payne is 
new continuity writer with W59C....Del King recouping after getting de- 
appendixed and should be back on the ether in a fortnight....Whitey Ford 
renewed for another year by the Russel Seeds agency and the ‘Planta- 
tion Party’ show....Arthur Peterson making a guest date with the Quiz 
Kids show next week....Virginia Payne heads radio committee of British 
War Relief benefit fashion show. 

Sid Strotz, NBC program chieftain, in Chicago for a short stay....J. W. 
McElwain has quitted the Chicago Bureau of Rress Association, radio news 
subsid of Associated Press....Frank Chizzini, manager NBC radio disc 
department, back from NY confabs....Jack Baker dated for personal at 
Arkansas Polytechnic College next week and Ruth Lyon goes to Detroit 
this week....Cast additions include Sidney Breese and Sid Ellstrom to 
‘Road of Life,’ Ian Keith and Loretta Poyton to ‘Woman in White’ and 
‘Lucy Gilman to ‘Romance of Helen Trent’....Don Gordoni is now vocalist 
with the Gray Gordon orchestra, current in the Merry Garden Ballroom 

..Joe Emerson back on the ‘Hymns of All Churches’ program after an 
appendectomy....Marjorie Hannan into cast of ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ 

.Ethel Kuhn back into Chi radio field after spell with Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer foreign department in New York....Chuck Acree has published a 
book of ‘Doodle-Dee-Doo’ poems for children, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tue Rapio TRADE 1s DiscussinG: that the growing number of patriotic 
and charitable appeals on the air must confuse dialers—the ‘coinci- 
dental’ visit here of agency toppers and whether it has anything to do 
with the Lifebuoy pitch—whether Amos ’n Andy’s receding Crossley 
had anything to do with their hiring a press agent. 

Jean Hersholt moves ‘Dr. Christian’ to New York for five weeks begin- 
ning Dec. 24. He’s now in the fifth year for his vaseline sponsor....Lou 
Silvers, Lux music director, went under observation at the hospital for a 
muscular disorder....Chet LaRoche returned east after two weeks of 
parleys with Young & Rubicam staffers....Edward Tomlinson will do two 
NBC commentary programs from here while on lecture tour....Abbott 
and Costello will be cut in on the Chase & Sanborn program from Wash- 
ington Nov. 16. They’ll be at the capital to help out on a Variety Club 
charity affair. Hedy Lamarr adds a little glamour to the java show Nov. 
30....CBS biggies Don Thornburgh, Fox Case and Harry Witt hosted a 
former KNX usher at a luncheon liast week. He’s Bill Shaw, who pulled 
out to join the Army air corps....Hedda Hopper showered with all manner 
of gifts on initiating her third anniversary for Sunkist....Tom Revere 
and John U. Reber around for another week....Joe Stauffer due in to set 
up quarters for Kenyon & Eckhardt to house Chase & Sanborn produc- 
tion and writing staff after Jan. 1 .Betty Hutton, signed for a solo guest 
shot with Bob Hope, is now a regular....YVan Newkirk, Don Lee program 
head, to Chicago for meeting of Mutual production chiefs....Walt Disney, 





Madeleine Carrol] and Bobby Dolan’s orchestra will be cut in from here 
on Nov. 18 broadcast of Bendix-Treasury program dedicated to children 

Don Gilman back from NBC meetings in White Sulphur Springs and 
New York....Lum and Abner will broadcast at RKO-Pathe studio in 
Culver City for the next few weeks while making faces at the camera.... 
NBC drew another Tuesday show (Horace Heidt’s “Treasure Chest’) and 


had to rent studio space at KFWB. Chain now has five programs closely 


| bunched on Tuesday. 


public relations head, and Ranald MacDougall, - SAN FR. ANC ISC ‘O- en 


THe Rapio TRADE Is DiscussInc: The Treasury’s proposal for a uni- 
versal 15% pay cut—the sponsor who bought a show on condition the 
sales department stayed away from him—the amount of work required 
for presentations to the ‘Variety’ Showmanagement Survey. 

NEC still plagued by accidents....Announcer Bill Woods broke a wrist 
and salesman Ray Rhodes sprained an ankle....Now that ASCAP is back 
Will Aubrey has been informed his ‘Good Old Days’ show will be rein- 
stated. It was a top local fav until the BMI blitzed it, Bert 
numbers being mainstays....it rides NBC, out of Frisco....KGO-KPO 
will have a booth at the Home & Garden Show in Civic Auditorium, 
with nightly remotes....KSFO has been notified that it will have to move 
out of its present CBS-owned quarters to make way for KQW....latter 
station is now effecting a complete divorcement from KJBS, setting up 
separate staffs....Ira Blue is new sports director for KQW....Ford Ott- 
Moffett Field grid tangle of (23) in Kezar stadium will-be 
service listeners in Alaska 
KSFO has dropped its entir orchestra, headed by Dick Aurandt, 
doubles at the Music Box ieee... again will sponsor 
East-West game on Mutual New Year’s day....J. Gilbert Paltridge, for- 
mer sales promotion man for Foster & Kleiser (posters) has taken over 
his new post as KGO-KPO sales promotion chief 

Radio and how she works will be revealed to the Frisco Sales-managers 
Associations at a special sesh here Dec. 4. With Arthur J. Kemp, CBS 
Coast sales chief as chairman, experting will be done by Walter Burke, 
McCann-Erickson on agencies; William Ryan, KGO-KPO sales manager, 
spots; Ward Ingrim, KFRC sales manager, regional networks; John Wolfe, 
Photo & Sound, production. 


and the 
who 


tie 





Bank Sponsors Cagemen 


| vice while a sergeant in the 320th 


Ft. Wayne, Nov. 11 War. | 
Lincoln National Bank here has He was wounded durmg the St. 
again brought series of 27 high school | Mihiel offensive. 


Williams 


piped by KQW | 
Islands.... | 


Frisco’s | 


| war department for meritorious ser- | 


|machine gun battalion in the World 


SORDO NORIEGA CALLS — 
SOCCER GAMES FOR XEQ 


Mexico City, Nov. 11, 

American style play-by-play is 
heard every Sunday morning, the 
big day for Mexican major league 
soccer matches, from station XEQ 
by Alfonso Sordo Noriega. Spon- 
sored by Piza, a wine manufacturer, 

Sordo Noriega recently returned to 
announcing after serving for a while 
as chief of the government's press 
and publicity department. 


WHEC’s Bowling Stunt 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 11, 

WHEC launches 13-week bowling 
tournament next Sunday with $1,000 
in prizes as a promotion stunt. Area 
is ga-ga over the sport which rates 
as a major industry up this way dur- 
ing the winter, and the station is 
capitalizing on the interest. 

Eighty Class A teams (above 925 
average) organized, 20 of them in 
nearby villages. Eight teams per- 
form weekly for $60 in prizes and 
no fee except regular cost of alleys. 
Winning teams compete in semi- 
finals and finals for larger stakes. 

Series is the particular baby of 
Station Manager Gunnar Wiig, who 
will help broadcast the games Sun- 
day nights from 10:30 to 11, or later, 
Aiding him will be Sports An- 
nouncer Lowell MacMillan and ‘Ex- 
pert’ Tony Buonomo. Aim will be 
to make the air reports plenty dra- 
matic with descriptions of players, 
crash-by-crash coverage of contests 
‘hot’ at the moment and announce- 
ment of prizes. 














Add Out-State Stations 


Nov. 1l. 
Party’ aired 
the Texas 


being aired 


San Antonio, 

The Crustene ‘Ranch 
each Tuesday night over 
Quality network is now 
lover KARK, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
land KWKH, Shreveport. Program 
is placed through Segall & Weedin. 
‘Missing Persons’ aired Monday 
through Friday over the TQN is now 
relayed to KWKH, Shreveport, and 
|KOB, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
besides KRGV, Weslaco, and KWFT, 
Wichita Falls in this state. These 
programs are for the Duncan Coffee 
Co. and are handled through the 
Steele Agency. 





DON WINGET’S ACCIDENT 

Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 
Don Winget, Jr., director of WLW’s 
|sound department, is in the Jewish 
| hi yspital recovering from a skull frac- 
| ture and right eye contusion which he 
suffered in a fall recently. Accident 
| happened as he emerged from his 

auto, 

Turning an ankle, he stumbled 

| his head struck an iron pole. 





and 


| Studebaker through 
liams & Cunningham, has renewed 
its contract with WHO, Des Moines, 
for Bill Brown’s Sports Reviews 


Roche, Wil- 





SS Soc 


Ann Tenna Ann Tenna says: 
7 Theyve given 
WINS another name 
lL» .. New York's 
| New BIG Station 
..but WINS by any other name 
sells just as sweetly! 


| (No rose aml bul 
| Lif make your sales bloom!) 











basketball games on WGL. This js Olay 
third consecutive year bank has 
sponsored basketball, leading sport 


event in this area 

First annual Indiana state plowing 
contest will be held today (11) at 
Decatur, under auspices of WOWO. 
Broadcast of event follows President | 
Roosevelt’s address at 10:30 a.m. 
(CST). 


HILLEARY TO ARIZONA 
Phoenix, Ariz., Nov. 11. 

Perry Hilleary, formerly of KFPY 
and KELA in Washington state, has 
joined KOY here as continuity chief. 

Ed Janney with KOY to announce 
complete schedule of football games 
for the Arizona State College. Games 
will be aired over the Arizona net- 
work, 





NOW 
FAMILY BRING 





Conley Belatedly Medalled 
Ft. Wayne, Nov. 11, 
J. B. Conley, general manager of 
Westinghouse stations WOWO and 
WGL here, has received the Purple 
Heart medal of merit from the U. S. ' 
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By JANE WEST 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


S YOU MORE> 
wo -{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99**/:00° 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 

Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


LDG., NEW YORK CITY 
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VARIETY 


CONCERT—OPERA 41 





~~ Takes His Mind Of War 





San Antonio, Nov. 11. 


Flying cadet at Randolph Field was five minutes overdue when his 


dispatching office, called his radio, 


attempting to summon him to the 


field. Ten minutes later he landed and, when questioned, informed 
ground supervisors ke had been listening to an afternoon Philadel- 


phia symphony program. 


His flight commander asked him if he had received the program 
over the aircraft receiver. The cadet stated ‘No sir, I heard the broad- 
cast on my own radio’ and produced a midget portable set from his 


overall pocket. 


School officers lauded kis taste for good music but counselled him 
never again to take the personal radio aloft with him when on a 


training mission. 











Martinelli, Thomas, 


Rethberg, Antoine 


Wow in Sellout Chicago Opera Opening 








By EDWARD SMITH 
Chicago, Nov. 8. 


Opera in five acts by Giuseppe Verdi; 
libretto by Piave; presented by the Chicago 
Opera Co. Nov. "41, at the Chicago 
Civic Opera House; conductor, Emile 
Cooper; chorus director, Kurt Herbert Ad- 
Jer; stage director, William  Wymetal; 
general management, Fortune Gallo; artis- 
tic management, Giovanni Martinelli. 

Cast: Giovanni Martinelli, John Charles 
Thomas, Elisabeth Rethberg, Anna Kas- 
kas, Josephine Antojne, Stefan Kozake- 
vich, Virgilio Lazzari, Roberto Silva, Giu- 
seppe Cavadore and Frederick Rudin. 





A gala first night society audience, 
resplendent in ermine and chinchilla, 
jammed every available inch of the 
$,53l-seat Chicago Civic Opera 
House for the season's opener, ‘Ballo 
In Maschera,’ Saturday (8) night. 
The vocal splendor of the opening 
constituted one of the finest per- 
formances of the Verdi opera in Chi- 
cago history. 

Heading the all-star cast was the 
veteran Giovanni Martinelli, starting 
his 29th successive season in Amer- 


ica and now artistic director of the 


Chicago opera troupe. 

The tenor had not been heard in 
the role of Riccardo since the 1916 
Met season, as the part is quite 


lyric and Martinelli, with the years, 
has become a heavy spinto. Doubt 
had been expressed about his ability 
to handle the role; thus, the Met 
had dropped the idea of presenting 
the opera since Jussi Bjoerling de- 
cided to remain this year in his na- 
tive Sweden. Fine as were the Swe- 
dish tenor’s performances last year 
in Balto, they could not match Mar- 
tinelli’s of the debut. 


In exceptional voice, the tenor 
poured forth a succession of ringing, 
clarion tones as he opened with his 
first aria, ‘La riverd nell’estasi.’ The 
‘Di tu se fedele’ in Act Two exhibit- 
ed the fine line so characteristic of 
Martinelli, and he brought a blase 
audience to its feet with the opening 
of the great quintet, ‘E scherbo od e 
follia.” Possibly not since Alessan- 
dro Bonci last sang the opening of 
the quintet has the equal of the dif- 
ficult staccato laughing phrases been 
heard. The impassioned duet, ‘Non 
sai tu,’ with Elisabeth Rethberg, 
showed the long lyric line up to the 
‘A’ natural, and the dramatic ‘Ma se 
M’e forza perderti’ concluded the 
tenor’s brilliant performance with a 
Tinging top ‘B’ flat. Martinelli, de- 
Spite his years, had a youthful mein 
in his interpretation and his acting 
Was excellent. 


Thomas Stops the Show 


Right behind Martinelli was John 
Charles Thomas, whose ‘Eri tu’ in 


, Act IV stopped the show. The bari- 


tone acted with dramatic fervor and 
his luscious lyric voice ranted and 
Taved as he delivered a performance 
that was one of tl. best in which 
he’s been heard in his long Ameri- 
Can operatic career. Miss Rethberg 
also was tops, with the exquisite 
mezzo voice at her command show- 
ing up to best advantage in ‘Morro 
ma prima in grazia,’ while her dra- 
matic intensity was particularly evi- 
dent in the superbly sung ‘Ma dall’ 
arido.’ 

The development of a young 
American, Josephine Antoine, Met 
coloratura, amazed the audience. Her 
sparkling page rang the bell repeat- 
edly as she stopped the show with 
the coquettish ‘Volta la Terra’ and 
‘Saper Vorreste.’ Long runs to top 
»S and ‘C’s featured the vocaliza- 
tion with far more power than she 
has ever delivered. 


Only disappointment in the cast 
was the contralto, Anna Kaskas, 
Whose light mezzo was lost in the 
Re \dell’abisso,’ having neither the 
top ‘A’ flat nor the bottom ‘G.’ Her 
voice was dwarfed against the back- 
ground of the orchestra, and in a 
trio with Martinelli and Miss Reth- 
erg she could not be heard at all. 

er voice is not suited for the part, 
Which requires a true contralto, 
which she does not possess. Virgilio 

@zzari and Roberto Silva provided 
Properly sinister villains whose 
mocking laughing duet, ‘Ve la trage- 
dia,’ in the third act lent authority to 

© performance. Ernile Cooper led 
82 unruly orchestra. which let its 





4 
, 


enthusiasm run away with itself at 
times. Costumes were somewhat 


drab, but the scenic effects of old Ti 


Boston, especially the last-act ball- 
reom, were exquisite. 


The Catherine Littlefield Ballet 
handled its minor part well. House 
was sold out with a take of $14,000. 


CARMEN 


Chicago, Nov. 10. 

Opera in four acts by Georges Bizet: 
VWbretto by Henri Meilhac and Ludovic 
Halevy; conductér, Carlo Peroni; stage di- 
rector, William Wymetal:; chorus director, 
Kurt Herbert Adler. Presented by the 
Chicago Civic Opera Company Nov. 10, ’41, 
at Civic Opera House. 


Cast: Gladys Swarthout, Licia Albanese, 
Raoul Jobin, Richard Bonelli, Dorothy Kir- 
sten, Margery Mayer, Stefan Kozakevich, 
Roberto Silva, Richard Wentworth, Jose 
Mojica, Catherine Littlefield Ballet. 





Following up its spectacular open- 
ing of Saturday night (8), when it 
presented ‘Bella En Maschera’ before 











Concert Notes 








New Buenos Aires organization, 
calling itself Cia Argentina de Op- 
eretas y Comedias Musicales, has 
been formed there with the intention 
of putting on regular concert season 
with local and imported talent. 
Artistic director is Herman Torel, 
former director of the Colon. 

Jaromir Weinberger, Czech com- 
poser noted for his opera ‘Schwanda,’ 
has completed a new work called 
‘Czech Rhapsody,’ which he will 
present at the Concert of the Na- 
tions, Nov. 30 at Manhattan Center, 
N. Y. 





The Beethoven Club, local culture 
group that pioneered the south in 
concert booking, celebrated 50th an- 
niversary with elaborate reception 
last week. Lauritz Melchior skedded 
as this year’s first booking, Saturday 
night (15). 





Plight of Alice Fitzgibbons, 84, Once 





Nino Martini Replaces 
Schipa in Chi ‘Barber’ 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Nino Martini will replace Tito 
Schipa in ‘The Barber of Seville’ 
Saturday (15) at the Chicago Opera 
presentation. 

Schipa chose to return io Italy 
rather than sing in the States, after 
having U.S. immigration difficulties 
following his attempt recently to re- 
enter the U. S. following South 
American engagements. 





Murie! Dickson, Metropolitan Op- 
era soprano, recovered from flu and 
will resume concert tour next week. 

















N. Y. Concert Reviews 








‘Coffee’ Concert 


Coffee Concerts II, second edition 
of the Coffee Concerts which de- 
buted at the Museum of Modern Art, 
New York, last spring, preemed last 
Wednesday (5) night at the Museum. 
The staid patrons were fed a diet of 
virtually 100% jive at the teeoff re- 
cital. Program included swingstress 
Maxine Sullivan, hot harpsichordist 
Sylvia Marlowe, Benny Carter’s in- 
strumental septet and tapster Baby 
Lawrence. Miss Marlowe was the 
only white performer in the cast. 

Opener was inauspicious and dis- 
appointing as compared with the six 
concerts last season, although there 
were a number of bright spots. Miss 
Sullivan’s brand of zephyr-voiced 





a sellout audience, the Chicago Civic 


Opera troupe tonight (10) presented | 
another fine performance, that of 
‘Carmen,’ before a second sellout! 
crowd. 


Though almost all performances | 
were of stellar proportions, tonight's | 
‘Carmen,’ like the opening night, pro- 
duced one personality who stood out 
beyond the rest. This time it was | 
Gladys Swarthout, in the title role, | 
where on Saturday night it was! 
Giovanni Martinelli. 


Miss Swarthout was in excellent 
voice and her acting was of equal 
quality. ‘En vain por eviter’ in the 
third act was her best vocal effort, 
although ‘habanera’ and seguidilla’ 
in the first act were also tops. 

Raoul Jobin, making his Chicago 
debut, showed himself to be the best 
French tenor to show here since | 
Lucien Muratore. His Flower Song | 
in Act Two stopped the show with a| 





brilliant ‘B’ flat. The tenor and Miss | lighting. 


Swarthout concluded the perform- 
ance with a greatly intensified death 
scene that left the audience in the 
aisles. 

Richard Bonelli, as usual, was al- | 
ways at ease, singing a magnificent 
Toreador Song. His duet with Miss 
Swarthout in ‘si tu m’aime’ in the 
fourth act was a fine example of the 
veteran’s excellent breath control 
and fine quality. Licia Albanese, as 
Michaela, had to take several bows 
in Act Three following a spectacular 
‘je dis que rien.’ The Catherine 
Littlefield Ballet, as in the opening 
production, again excelled. The 
chorus sang vigorously and Carlo 
Peroni wielded a potent baton in the 
pit. 

Dorothy Kirsten, in the minor role 
of Frasquita, showed an excellent 
lyric soprano with brilliant top tones 
and afresh, young quality. 

For all-around effectiveness, this 
performance topped any ‘Carmen’ 


(Continued. on page 53) 


D’ARVILLE, JOBIN MAY 


DO CHICAGO ‘PELLEAS’ 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 
The Chicago Opera Co. may add 


‘Pelleas et Melisande’ to its reper- | 


toire this year. Colette D’Arville 
may sing Melisande opposite the 
Pelleas of Raoul Jobin. 

Another possibility is ‘Tristan und 
Isolde’ with Giovanni Martinelli and 
Elisabeth Rethberg. 





Paul Draper-Adler 
Tour Opens Nov. 21 


Paul Draper and Larry Adler, go- 
ing through with their plans for a 
joint dance-harmonica coneert tour, 
have 12 dates set, opening Nov. 21 
at Town Hall, PhiladeJphia. 

A Carnegie Hall, N. Y., appear- 
ance will te made by the duo on 
Dec. 28. 





rhythm and Miss Marlowe’s work on 
the harpsichord were both sock. For- 
mer, with her sweet, small voice 
which is yet so full and clear, seemed 
unbeatable. And Miss Marlowe’s 
fingering of her instrument in a 
couple of jive numbers and one 
classic almost resulted in her steal- 
ing the program. 

Carter’s seven (two reeds, a horn, 
drums, bass, guitar and piano) pro- 
vided pleasant listening but was far 
from the inspired give-out associated 
with Harlemanians. Tapping of 
Baby Lawrence (male) was ultra- 
speedy, but not clear and sharp. His 
uncontrolled use of his body tinged 
him with amateurishness. 

Marring the concert were technical 
deficiencies. These were, to some 
degree, amusing last season as part 
of the general informal atmosphere 
of ‘coffee’ concerts, but the series is 
growing up and the time has come 
for professional stage-managing and 
Leaving performers on a 
platform uncued on what’s next is 
| unfair to the performer and embar- 
rassing to the audience. 

Louise Crane, heiress to the Mas- 
sachusetts paper fortune, is again 
producing the concerts, of which 


|there will be five more on succes- | 


sive Wednesday evenings. Coffee, of 
course, is again served at intermis- 
sion; hence, the title. Herb. 





Walter at Carnegie 


Bruno Walter’s first appearance of 
the year with the Philharmonic at 
| Carnegie Hall Thursday evening (6) 
| featured a performance of Mozart's 
| ‘Requiem,’ written shortly before 
the composer’s death. Performance 
featured the Westminster Choir with 
| William Hain, Eleanor Steber, Nicho- 
'las Moscona and Enid Szantho as 


| soloists. 





| Walter, one of the great interpret- | 
lers of Mozart, fully lived up to his | 


|reputation. Standout of a highly 
| dramatic performance was the work 
lof the Choir. Preceding the Mozart 
| work, the Philharmonic string sec- 
ition soared magnificently in the 
| Handel Concerto Grosso in B Minor. 
| House was sold out. 


| Stoki at Cosmopolitan 
First of four by the NBC 


concerts 


| Symphony under Leopold Stokowski, | 


in which the orchestra deserted its 
| usual haunts and was sold on a com- 
| mercial basis, was presented Tues- 
day evening (4) at the Cosmopolitan 
| Opera House, N. Y., formerly Mecca 
| Temple. 

Stokowski led his men through 
| his own transcription of the Bach 
prelude in E flat Minor, which the 
conductor described as an ‘inspired 
inspiration’; the first movement of 
Philip Warner’s Sinfonietta, Brahms’ 
| third symphony, and Schoenberg’s 
‘Pelleas et Melisande.’ 
| Since the acoustics of the hall were 
| abominable, it is difficuit to say 
whether the fault was in the play- 
ing or sound reception. The Bach 
work was far too thin in the string 
section, Warner’s work was tedious 
and uninteresting, and the Brahms 
| explosive and harsh. ; 
| Schoenberg’s music is interesting 
lto begin with and then becomes 


tedious as the composer persists in 
repeating theme upon theme. The 
Stage itself is too small for the im- 
mense orchestra and the musicians 
were practically sitting on top of 
one another. Smith. 





Szigeti at Town Hall 


Joseph Szigeti, violinist, was heard 
at Town Hall Wednesday evening 
(5) im the first of a series of eight 
recitals by the Town Hall Endow- 
ment series. Szigeti opened with the 
Tartini Sonata in G, the last move- 
ment being taken at breathtaking 
speed and accuracy for tone and 
pitch. 

The Brahms Sonata in G was regal 
in its presentation and imperious in 
its mood. In the Debussy sonata the 
violinist cut loose and played with 
magnificent line, singing tone and 
subtle shading that brought ap- 
plause. 


Eleanor Fine Clicks 


One of the pleasant surprises of 
the still-young season occurred at 
Town Hall Sunday afternoon (9) in 
the debut of 15-year-old Eleanor 
Fine, pianist. 

Miss Fine showed a complete dis- 
regard for the snags that confronted 
her in a highly technical program 
that included works by Brahms, De- 
bussy, Bach, Beethoven and Scar- 
latti. However, her program, in the 
main, was marked by an efficacy of 
effort that was particularly notable 
for one of her age. A captivating, 
schoolgirlish charm also enhanced 
Miss Fine’s stage presence. Naka, 


Jean Dansereau 


Jean Dansereau, French pianist, 
recitaled at Town Hall Tuesday eve- 
ning (4) in a program devoted to 
Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin and De- 
bussy. 





dramatic insight. 





the Chopin and Debussy groups the 
playing iniproved. Smith. 


Levant, Goodman Set 
For Pitt Symph Specials 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 

Pittsburgh Symphony 
under Fritz Reiner, is inaugurating 
a series of popular concerts, apart 
from regular season’s series, as a 
money-raising stunt and will launch 
them next week (18) with Oscal 
Levant appearing as soloist and com- 
|mentator. Couple years ago, Levant, 
a home town boy, appeared with 
Rainer as soloist and also conducted 
his original Dirge, which local 
Symphony introduced for first time 
Also contracted for an appearance 
|in the pop series is Benny Good- 
|man, who comes in Jan. 6. Sym- 
|phony’s regular concerts are played 
;on Friday night and Sunday after- 
| noon; special events will be held 











Tuesday evenings at $3.30 top, same 
|}as the arty affairs. Idea was pro- 
posed by Eddie Specter, business 
manager of the orch, when drive for 
| funds this season fell short of mark. 
| Levant was picked to start series be- 
| cause he holds the attendance record 
|here for the Reiner outfit. Other 
names are now being lined up for 
the Tuesday specials. 





The Metropolitan has announced 
|the signing of Lily Djanel, French 
lyric soprano, who will be heard this 
year in ‘Carmen’ and, 

‘Salome’ with the company. 





Famous Harpist, Discovered in Det. 


Detroit, Nov. 11. 

Plight of Alice Fitzgibbons, fae 
mous harpist of a half century ago, 
was discovered here when she was 
evicted from her home for failure 
to pay back taxes. Once termed 
‘the darling of the concert stages’ on 
her worldwide tours, the 84-year- 
old harpist seemingly was destitute 
but had kept her condition secret. 
When her goods, including the harp 
she had used on her tours, were put 
in the street, scores of Detroiters 
who had forgotten her, many of them 
her former pupils, rallied to care for 
her. 

Oddity then was discovered that 
because of her age much of her 
troubles had been due to misman- 
agement. Left over from the wealth 





she once had was considerable real 
estate here which could be put to 
| productive uses and steps were being 
made by her former friends to set 
up a trust fund for her. Because of 
her condition some facts were hard 
to establish but detectives were 
checking a report that she had a 
valuable stock of uncut diamonds 
which had been stolen after her 
belongings were put in the street. 


PEERCE SIGNED 
BY MET OPERA 


Jan Peerce, leading tenor at the 
Radio City Music Hall, New York, 
for the past six years, has been 
inked by the Metropolitan Opera 
for this season. 

Singer, who made his debut at the 
M. H. from behind a curtain has at- 
tracted much attention there, has 
sung On many radio programs, given 
concerts all over the country and 
debuted at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., last 
March. He’ll debut next month in 
‘Rigoletto’ with Lawrence Tibbett 
and Lily Pons. 

Arturo Toscanini chose Peéerce 
for the tenor part in a performance 
of Beethoven’s Ninth symph last 
season. 











Chicago Opera Singers 
Get TA Okay for Gratis 


Promotional Showing 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 





Pianist is a master of his | 
instrument technically,’ but his play- | 
ing is mechanical, lacking fire and | Kirsten, Helen Jepson and Giuseppe 


The Mozart Fantasie in C Minor | , ; 
was too choppy and the Beethoven | 8Tatis at the Covenant Club. The 


Sonata in A Major too explosive. In | 


The Theatre Authority on Sunday 
(9) granted the Chicago Opera Co, 
permission to allow Giovagni Marti- 
nelli, George Czaplicki, Dorothy 


Cavadore, of its company, to appear 


artists appeared to further the inter- 


| est of the public in the opera season 
'and so TA waived the customary 





Orchestra, | 


15% charge 

A similar waiving of claims has 
been granted Virgilio Lazzari, Mob- 
ley Lushanya, Virginia Haskins and 
Carlo Morelli of the company for an 
appearance Nov. 16 at the Ashne 
Ernst Sisterhood. Blanche Wither- 
spoon, executive secretary of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
isin Chicavo and helped arrange the 
deal with TA. 


FRITZ KREISLER CANCELS 


TOUR FOR THIS SEASON 


Fritz Kreisler has cancelled the 
26 concerts arranged for him after 
the first of January by NBC and 
will not tour this year. The 66-year- 
old violinist, while completely re- 
covered from his near-fatal auto 
accident last Mzy, has been warned 
a relapse might set in if a tour was 
undertaken. , 

Kreisler may concertize in and 
around New York, where the travel 
is negligible. He was booked at an 





average of $2,500 per concert. This, 

plus the loss of Kirsten Flagstad, de- 
| prives NBC of two of its biggest 
;money makers. 





Zinka Milanov, Met dramatie 
soprano, returned to the U. S. Sun- 
|day (11) after two months in South 
| America, where she appeared at the 


possibly, | Teatro Colon, Buenos Aires, and the 


| Teatro Municipal, Brazil. 
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Frequency Modulation Station Figures 


To Take Periods Just After WOR 


——— 





WOR-Mutual’s New York FM out- 
let, W71NY, is laying plans to broad- 
cast separate remote band pickups. 
As it’s done now, any one of the 
bands that WOR picks up may also 
go out from the FM transmitters, if 
that particular time is clear. But in 
so doubling the pickup on the two 
frequencies only WOR'’s call letters 
are used. 

What W71INY wants is to follow 
WOR'’s pickups in certain instances 
with periods of its own, using its own 
call letters to further familiarize FM 
listeners with them. Figure that 
there would be no trouble with such 
an arrangement because, in immedi- 
ately following the WOR shots, the 
lines to the bands would simply be 
kept open, making the cost much less 
than if separate pickups were made. 
Bands would simply switch from one 
outlet to the other. 

Outfits now doubling on WOR- 
Mutual and W7I1NY time are: Me! 
Marvin, Bob Chester, Cecil Golly, 
Harry James, Blue Barron. Claude 
Thornhill gets his first shot 6:30- 
7 p.m. this Sunday (16). 





+4 





Jail Filipmo Guitarist 


Jamestown, N. Y., Nov. 11. 

Alex Raguini Rabe, alias Aleck 
Babi and Aleck Robi, 23 years old, | 
of Toledo, O., is being held for 
Chautauqua County grand jury here 
on charge of kidnaping. Rabe, 
Filipino guitar player in a Hawaiian 
orchestra, was arrested in Toledo | 
last week and turned over to local 
police. 

He is accused of having kidnaped | 
Elizabeth Lanning, 14 years old, of | 
nearby Ashville, early in October | 
and taking her to YGreenup, Ky., | 
where they were married. 





? 






. 
Band Reviews 
JACK COFFEY ORCH (11) 
With Beverly Blayne, 3 Smart Girls, 
Dick Kaps, Pat Murphy, 
Hotel Wm. Penn, Pittsburgh 

For the getaway, at the Wm. Penn 
Hotel’s Chatterbox, Music Corp. of 
America, with which the Penn is an 
exclusive account, has sent in one 
of its newer bands, that of Jack 
Coffey, and it looks and sounds like 
exactly the outfit for this spot. It’s 
a young, good-looking crew—some 
of ’em don’t appear to be too far re- 
moved from high school—and they 
can turn on both kinds of music, the 
hot, novelty stuff for the younger 
crowd, of which the Chatterbox in- 
variably has more than its share, and 
also the staid dance rhythms for the 
wine spenders, 

Coffey, who doesn’t play any in- 
strument, has the conventional set- 
up, four saxes, three brasses and 
three-piece rhythm section, but he 
gets a lot out of the layout in nov- 
elty arrangements, musically and 
vocally, too. On the latter end, he 
has for his standbys Beverly Blayne, 
a blonde who can hold her own not 
only on a bandstand but also in a 
beauty contest; she does the solo 
singing and two other femmes with 
whom Blayne gal joins up form the 
Coffey trio known as the 3 Smart 
Girls. Since visual accoutrements 
count as much as vocal equipment 
where femmes with current dance 
orchs are concerned, Coffey has no 
worries on that score. 
voices blend well together, too, and 
frequently form a quintet with Dick 
Kaps and Pat Murphy that’s likewise 








| okay. 


With that vocal layout, Coffey can 
produce a sort of miniature glee club 
and it sounds all right. Musically, it 
can still smooth out some of its 
rhythms a bit, particularly the ‘Latin- 

(Continued on page 46) 


His distaff | 


Joe Martin Transfers His 
Dances to Saturday 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

| With Thursday night dances prov- 
|} ing disastrous financially at the 
Brookline Country Club, Joe Martin, 
promoter, is switching to Saturday 
nights, starting Nov. 22. First band 
set under the new policy will be Ina 
Ray Hutton. Also lined up is Count 
Basie for Dec. 6. 

The Saturday night switch is caus- 
ing some eyebrow lifting here, since 
Ray Hartenstine, operator of Sunny- 
brook Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., has 
enjoyed a virtual monopoly on name 
crews in this territory for that night. 


RCA CARAVAN 
DRAWS 22,589 
ADMISSIONS 


RCA-Victor Dance Caravan played 
to 22,989 admissions its first five per- 
formances in Detroit and Cleveland 
last week. With Tommy Dorsey- 
Shep Fields’ bands on the stands, 
Caravan opened at Detroit’s State 
Fair Grounds Nov. 3 to 1,900 mati- 
nee admissions and 3,682 at 99c at 
night. Mat entree was the purchase 
of one defense bond or stamp at reg- 
ular b.o. Tuesday eve drew 5,028; in 
Cleveland’s Aud next two days (5-6) 
show played to 5,997 and 6,382 at 65c. 
| Vietor won't decide whether the 
| Caravan will stay on the road longer 

















Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


With every band of any note in the country aching and battling for a 
spot of any kind from which it can broadcast, the reason why a new band 
in the eastern territory isn’t on the air is doubly funny. At first it was 
kept off remotes because its managers didn’t think it was ready. Now it's 
conceded that the outfit has settled enough and should have wires. 

But because the band’s manager kas developed a dislike for the Owner 
of the spot at which the band’s playihg he won't allow it to broad 
figuring the spot will get exploitation, along with his crew. 
the old wheeze of ‘cutting off your nose, etc.’ 





cast, 
Situation fits 





Burning of the Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N.J.. couple weeks ago 
will probably let Alvino Rey’s band out of a contract it had to go into 
the spot. When Rey got his first chance there last year he signed an 
agreement (usual in such cases) to return for another 16 weeks ‘sometime 
between Sept., 1941, and May, 1942.’ 

Since the 16 weeks were to be concluded by May, Harry Nichols, Rustie 
owner, would have to rebuild the spot before next January to take ad. 
vantage of the option. Rey’s band has risen far in band standing’s lately 
and has just completed a picture It’s conceded that the 16-week date 
would have meant a lot of money to the Rustic. 





Music publishers are burning at a maestro who recently clicked big 
with a pop tune recording because ke won't schedule for broadcasting 
any tune that his band hasn’t recorded. Most outfits do and are expected 
to plug on the air melodies that they have disced, but every one except 
the leader in question give other pubs a break. 

Music men that are being shut out therefore are vowing that they'll slap 
back at the leader. Take the attitude that ‘if he won’t do anything for 
me why should I ever do anything for him. When I get a good tune you 
can be sure he won't get the first chance at it.’ 





In N. Y. supreme court, Justice Collins did not toss out Swing maga- 
zine’s suit against Barney B. Leventhal. What Justice Collins disallowed, 
in his decision last week, was an application for an injunction, made by 
Richard George, former publisher of Swing, to halt .Leventhal’s use of 
the title. Leventhal, former employee of the original Swing mag outfit, 
is now operating a mag with that title. Original went into bankruptcy 
months ago, when George's corporation publisked it. 

Bunny Berigan is now clear of the $844 debt he owed New York local 
802 of tee American Federation of Musicians. Money represented salaries 
he owed his musicians when the latter quit on him a few months ago the 





ithan the initial two weeks as ex-| 
| ploitation for its recording bands and | 
| talent (Barry Wood and Lucy Mon- |} 


lroe sang in Detroit). It’s 
luntil all dates are played 
iturns are in before definitely decid- 


|ing on the future. 


and re- 


waiting | 


since has acquired another band). Settling that puts Berigan almost in 
the clear of debts, for once. Only money he’s now 
is small amount in Government taxes. 

Berigan dropped his band at Raleigh, N. C., Friday (7) to rush to bed- 
side of gravely ill father at Fox Lake, Madison, Wi 


Art Rowley and Eddie Fitzpatrick have been placed under personal 
management contracts by Lyle Guslander, assistant manager of the Palace 
hotel, San Francisco. 











MAXIMUM GROSSES... 


IN MINIMUM PLAYING TIME 


ARENAS WITH CAPACITIES... OF 5,000 TO 
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IN THE GROUP BELOW . 
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The Big Arenas In 


Boston, Mass. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Providence, R. I. 
New Orleans, La. 
Dallas, Texas 
Washington, D. C, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Hershey, Pa. 

New Haven, Conn. 
Toledo, Ohio 
Springfield, Mass. 


Montreal, Canada 


These Arenas are Represented and Booked by 


THE ARENA MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 


John H. Harris, Pres. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Louis A. R. Peiri, Sec. 
Providence, R. I. 


Walter 


A. Brown, Vice-Pres. 
Boston, Mass. 


Contact CEO. D. TYSON — Cl. 5-6440 


1915 RKO Building, Rockefeller Center, New York 








EXCLUSIVE 


WRITE US ABOUT THE 


POOKING AGENCY FOR: 


“ICE CAPADES OF 1942” and 


GENE AUTRY’S new, streamlined “FLYING A RANCH” RODEO! 
“NATIONAL QUEEN OF THE 





iCE” CONTEST! 











|\—Wish I Had Sweetheart’ (Vic. and HIS ORCHESTRA 
27618). There’s so many arrange- , . . 2 
|ments of ‘Piano Concerto’ it’s hard OPENING NOV. 29 
to keep track of ’em all. While the 


Disc Reviews 


BEST RELEASE OF THE WEEK 


Alvino Rey: ‘It Isn’t a Dream Anymore’—‘Idaho’ (Bluebird 11331) 

Two good, contrasting sides, first a standout balled, reverse in 
medium tempo rhythm. They’re solidly arranged and worked by band 
and Rey’s guitar breaks. Alyce King vocals first and Yvonne and en- 
semble the coupling. 














Teddy Powell: ‘Honey’—'I Used to | 
Love You’ (Blue. 11270). Powell was | 


unbilled. Re- 
It also 


sell widely. Vocal is 
verse is another strong tune. 


burned out last week at Rustic should find wide favor. Vocal is also 
Cabin, but so long as he makes sides | masked. 

like these two standards won't be! a 

stymied long. Tastefully arranged} Freddy Martin: ‘Tonight We Love’ 


—‘Carmen Carmela’ (Blue. 11320). 
Martin should have let well enough 
alone; his original release of ‘Piano’ 
started things and his second try, 
with lyric, falls too far short of it 
and is miles behind Joe Reichman’s. 
——— | It’s dull, thinly arranged and almost 
Horace Heidt: ‘Let’s Waltz as We/| boring. Reverse is average 

Say Goodnight’—Don’t Just Stand ~ 
There’ (Col. 36403). Heidt used good 
material on first side, a melody and|‘Some Sunny Day’ (Okeh 6429). 
arrangement probably destined for| With a new drummer on the beat 
good counter and box sales. Played | Tucker starts these out like he was 
and sung smoothly by Charles Gor-| aiming to ‘cut? Goodman. However, 
(Continued on page 48) 


don and Don Juans, side has easy | 
Reverse isn’t much of a tune. | a 


and well played, ‘Honey’ side clicks 
at ballad speed. Reverse jumps eas- 
ily and is equally strong. Ruth Gay- 
lor vocals both neatly. Either side 
will sell on counters; ‘Love You’ will 
do best in boxes. 


Tommy Tucker: ‘Sugar Daddy’— 





zip. 
It’s vocalled, with ‘Oh Johnny’ in | 


mind, by Donna Wood. Frankie | 
Carle’s piano stands out. 
} 

| 

Dinah Shore: ‘Miss You’—Is It} 


Taboo?’ (Blue. 11322). Miss Shore is 











consistent; very few of her swings rn" 0 R S FY 
are foul tips. First side, a fine old 
tune, is brimful of her vocal quali- 
ties. Itll sell anywhere. Reverse, a 


worthy tune that’s getting a ride, is | and His Orchestra 


in bolero tempo anc gually str 4 Featuring BOB EBERLY 
er oe ind equal trong. and HELEN O’CONNELI 


STANLEY THEATRE 
PITTSBURGH 
WEEK NOV. 14 


DECCA RECORDS 





Al Donahue: ‘Waiter, Porter, Up- 
Maid’—‘How Deep Is Ocean’ 
(Okeh 6432). Donahue is continuing 
where he left off before taking time 
out for illness. When Paramount re- 
leases ‘Birth of Blues’ first tune will 
begin moving and this version should 
go along with the tide. Bing Cros- 
by’s weeks-old release is best, but 
Donahue’s is light, well played and 
sung by Phil Brito and ensemble. 
Backing is neat, too, but too slow for 
best results. Brito vocals. 





——-> 





——, 














HENRY 
BUSSE 








Joe Reichman: ‘Tonight We Love’ 


PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


first ds the best lyric to be fitted to 
the melody, in this case it takes a 
back seat to Reichman’s fine piano 
interpretation of the tune itself. He 
overdoes it slightly, but essentially 
the side is outstanding and should! 
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HIJACKING JUKE BOXES 





Stanford, On Sweet Side, Rates Miller, 
Goodman, T. Dorsey, 0. Tucker Tops COLD ELSEWHERE 


— 








By Knowlton (‘Bud’) Ames, ’42 


(Managing Editor of Stanford Daily) 


Palo Alto, Cal., Nov. 11. 

‘s' is for Stanford and sweet. 
That's the way the coeducationals 
like their music served here. In 
short, campus opinion here shouts, 
‘Riffer, Stay "Way ’Cause You Bore.’ 

Of. course, you do now and then 
find an accepted exception to that 
rule of thumbs down. Duke Elling- 
ton tinkled and trumpeted his way 
jnto the favorite list at the Junior 
Prom, and even now the sophomores 


are dickering with him to play at} 


their Cotillion. Here the list ends. 
Take a look for yourself at the 
bands which have played at recent 
campus dances. Lud Guskin swilled 
and filled in a spot on the Senior 
Prom program, but had littleto offer 
excepi vocals by Martha Tilton, of 
Benny Goodman fame. His music 
registered like a studio orchestra 
with heart burn. And for once Stan- 
ford agrees with the University of 
Southern California on something— 
Phil. Harris, another Senior Prom 
band. He’s ‘corny,’ spelled with a 
capital ‘Corn.’ After too-long an en- 
gagement here, Joe Reichman be- 
came the ‘Quasimodo’ rather than 
the ‘Pagliacci of the Piano’ as far as 
the sons of the Stanford Red are con- 


cerned. Take a 15 years’ intermis- | 


sion, boys. 

But, oh, Kay Kyser! When he 
oozed at the Junior Prom. they 
sluffed ’em off at the door by the car- 
load despite the fact that tickets 
were worth their weight in pure 


radium. His ‘Alexander the Swoose’ | 


and ‘Bad Humor Man’ corn fell on 
wry ears, but in his smoother-Ginny 
Simmsier moments he _ struck the 
note of Stanford dancing—smooth 
music the dance-with-your-eyes- 
closed kind. 

Need we tell you about Glen Gray? 
The welcome mat is out for him any 


time he is out one-night-standing in|} 


this sunny (adv. California Chamber 
Commerce) neck of the woods, 
How Stanford Polls ’Em 

How do Stanfordites rate their 

bands? A sample poll made recently 

by the Stanford Daily gives an accu- 


Tate answer. Of the people ques-| 
tioned, 28% picked Glenn Miller a 
the tops in popular dancing music 
Benny Goodman popped in next with 


10%. Orrin Tucker and Tommy 
Dorsey ran a tying third with 9% 
each. Somehow Guy 


for laughs. In their more serious 
moments students will tell you that 
Quaver-Sax Lombardo couldn’t draw 
flies even on a hot night, not even 
with those nifty cymbal endings. 
Tapering down the percentage list 
ran Kay Kyser, Ray Noble, Freddy 
Martin, Eddy Duchin, Count Basie, 


10G gross on each date. Despite! 
Artie Shaw ; arry Clin in | , ae , 4) ie 
aw and Larry Clinton, in| the results being several thousand 
lollars short of that figure, on an 


the story more vividly than words. | 


that order. Those percentages tell 


The music for Stanford trends defi- 
nitely toward the mellow. Blast 
bands are as popular as a wife who 


€ats crackers in bed. 


This same poll asked students, ‘Do | 


you like hot bands better than sweet 
bands?” ‘No,’ shouted 59%: ‘Yes,’ 
said 32%: 9% were undecided. Ar 

strangely enough. 70% of those ‘no’s’ 


Came from feminine throats. That’s 
a tough 70% to beat, brother. 
Frisco for Frisky Weekends 


Come weekend time, Stanford 
moves to the big city, San Francisco, 
for the round of hotel spots. Heads 
above them all for local backing 
Stands Freddy Martin, whose saxc- 
phone got its statt in S. F.’s Hotel St. 


Francis and through Stanford cash | 


not long ago, and has since pushed 


farther and farther into the wilds of | 
the east. 


Another weekend favorite who left 
Our midst with the first ‘snowfall’ 


Lombardo | 
snuck into the top brackets, but only | 


Outbreak of Thefts in One 
Section of Ohio with at 
Least Ten Reported Cases 
So Far— Gangster Meth- 
ods of Prohibition Days 
Used 


the fact that he sounds like a 
refugee from a Westminster boys’ 
choir, has that lilt that lulls even in 
the face of a $10 check. 


That’s the old guard. From time 
to time, big-namers blow into town 
for a breath of fog (adv. Florida 
Chamber of Commerce) and a short 
sojourn. And speaking of the old 
guard, Paul Whiteman, the king of 
that jazz stuff, is back in San Fran- 
cisco again, the town from whence 
he sprang. He blew into town with 
the usual backing, billing and bally- 
hoo. Artie Shaw gave it a try, too.! 


ISSUE WARNING 





Youngstown, O., Nov. 11 
At least 10 automatic phonographs 
have disappeared from this district 
jas a result of hijackers posing as re- 
cm ate Genre cong Hes MgB tp Pree | Pair men or other representatives of 
aids detain “eck aikcakiek ai ae hauling the boxes away in 
camp 8g Pers daylight. Thus dealers would not 
ving ae | know for several days that the boxes, 
é worth from $500 to $700 each, had 
his mind whether he is going to rival | | been stolen. In some cases the boxes 
aad ge Rang pee va = were stolen when places were broken 
9ston Symphony 1s mus St into. All of the hijackings were in 
doesn’t make for consistent dancing. | rural sections of the area, bounded 
Art McCue’s Cue by Steubenville, Conneaut, Sharon, 


And speaking of those who are|Pa., and Salem, O. 
trying, how about a fanfare for a lo-| _H. Harold Copeland, music box 
| cal boy who averages four or five | dealer at Youngstown and president 
| campus engagements a year in addi-| | of the Automatic Phonograph Asso- 
ition to taking time off to arrange |¢!ation, warned proprietors of places 
‘music for the student shows? Art| having jukeboxes not to let them be 
McCue runs his name, and since his|"@™Moved without first checking with 
band combines a little of the lush | dealers as a precaution. He said it 
of Freddy Martin and the careful ar- | looked like an organized gang is hi- 
|ranging of Glenn Miller, he is fast jacking their phonographs from one 
becoming a campus landmark. One | S¢ction of the country and disposing 
mav hear more of him. | of them in another. Five members 
: of a gang of seven recently were 
arrested in Chillicothe, O., and given 
jail terms, Copeland said. 

Youngstown vice squad officers are 








Dancing is one thing; listening is 
another. Stanfordites may shout for 
the sweet and slow on the dance} 
floor, but catch them driving with) aiding the dealers in tracking down 
their car radios on, gabbing near the/ the stolen music boxes. Two music 
radios in the fraternities and sorori-| poxes with defaced outside serial 
ties, or just lending an ear at the|numbers were taken to the police 
music shop, and the tempo usually! station from Youngstowns spots, but 
outbounces the Indian Rubber man | joca] dealers could not identify them 
on a pogo stick. The gal at the local) One of the music boxes looked as if 
record mart—a dish among discs,| jt had been rebuilt and repainted. 
gentlemen—summed the whole thing/ Jt could not be determined whether 


L 


up the other afternoon when she| either had been stolen. They were 
said, ‘lots of ‘em listen to Harry| returned to their present owners. 
James and Charlie Barnet, but few 
of em ever buy their records 


| It would be best, then, to end on COAL T00 HIGH 
the notes off the dises, What are} 

Stanford’s recording tastes? Well,| 

they buy mostly Glenn Miller and) BUT KYSER BIZ | 


Jimmy Dorsey platters with Woody 
Herman, Tommy Dorsey and Benny | 
Goodman fighting it out for runner- | 
up honors. And the Duke of Elling-| 
ton has been going into many stu-| 
dent rooms since the issuance of his | 


‘Jump for Joy’ stuff. Enough said. | 
| Bump into us on the dance floor = 

and we'll be gliding to something Kay Kyser’s band fell short of 
sweet. Catch us in our rooms, just; _ > a 

t ; . ; 3 13 the $10,0 a night ross thé his 
listenin’, and—‘come on in and lis-; ‘"* $10,000 a night gross that hi 


ten to these trumpets and trombones) recent one-night dates in the east 


blast.’ were being aimed at. His tour was 
Next Week: Oregon) 


| set up as to seating capacities and 





price scaling to give him a minimum 


QOila 


on 
| average, the four stands were highly 


successful They grossed $24,300 
| At Arena, New Haven, Conn., Oct 
26, he drew ist short of $8,000; 


€ € yi JU a 
| Viosque, Richmond, Va. (« ert and 
| — dance), $7,500; at Baltimore Arm&y 
| Philntelphin, Rev. 11. | MOK oe AS Oe Ses Sees 
, John William Herbert, Jr., member: ee yp Pea ~ A Ege ae - pay 
of the musical duo of the Herbert} White Plains, N. Y., he did $6,000 
| Brothers, was killed early Sat. (8) | +» as er me - — y+ — 
when a car in which he was riding ; "© HEF, LOOR., DURE PEON 


crashed into a tree here. snes a 
si ‘les Clark, wh vas driv- 
ing was ertically injured ee FREDERICK BROTHERS 
Herbert, who was , played a| 
EXPAND I IN CHICAGO 


saxophone; his brother, David, 21, 
eg wry on the electric guitar. 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 
| Frederick Bros. Music Corp. is 


hey had been currently working 
in a cafe in Northeast Philly. 
Himber’ 8 Chicago Repeat moving to new offices here. Office 
Chicago, Nov. 11. | set-up now has L. A. Frederick as 
Richard Himber enchectze comes | president, Carl Snyder in charge of 








is Claude Thornhill, now on the|into the Marine Room,. Edgewater ice shows, locations and productions; 


eastern circuit. 


his departure, Thornhill was rapidly | 


gathering Stanford friends into his | 


fold. Always playing to packed | 


halls is Carl Ravazza, who, despite 


Up to the time of! Beach hotel, starting Nov. 22. . 
This is second Marine Room ap-|Ervin Brabec in charge of band and | 


| Joe Kayser as one-night booker, 


| pearance within a year for the | small unit department j 
Himber band and the second date Bill Parent handles cocktail units 
for the band in Chicago. > June Darling in charge of acts. 


STOLEN MACHINES 
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Sectional Variations in Popularity 


Of Bands Flaws Dailey's Bookings 


INFECTIOUS 


Top Hat Owners Visit, Then Emulate 
Meadowbreok 





Because of the peculiar likes and 
dislikes of certain parts of the coun- 
try for various band and _ styles, 
Frank Dailey will not be able to al- 

Impressed by a visit to Frank/|ternate bands between his Meadow- 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, | brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., and his 
N. J., operators of the Top Hat Club, : 

Union City, N. J., are going in for —s Valley Dale, Columbus, 0. 
name band policy in conjunction Dailey’s intention was to buy a band 
with its current floor shows in an|for, say eight weeks, four at his 
effort to draw some of North Jer-| eastern spot and four in the mid- 
sey’s younger trade. Carl Hoff’s 
band may open the policy Dec. 1. bl 

Julie Wintz’ orchestra, which has | 7°: 
been at the club for past couple} He feels it can’t always be done, 
years, remains as an alternate band. | however, because bands below the 
Wintz, beside leading his outfit, is|}top crews like Benny Goodman, 
also the club’s banquet manager. Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey, Glenn 

stance, he has bought Dick Stabile 
for three weeks at Valley Dale, open- 
ferent. He jumped right into 
Meadowbrook, where he’s current. 








west, whenever that plan was feasi- 








Miller, etc., and even those some- 

MUSIC S AS times, run hot and cold in various 
ing Nov. 25, but may not play him 

CITY ALDERMEN «: Meadowbrook because Stabile is 
considerably cooler in the east than 

around Columbus. Tommy Tucker, 


sections of the country. For in- 
who opened Valley Dale, was dif- 





Springfield, Mass., Nov. 11. 
They like musicians in the Spring- 


field City Council. j 9 
Band Leader Irv Guyer decided GLUSKIN 
two terms as alderman were enough, 




















entertainment 


his place this week. 
30 Years Without Heat, | 
John Gluskin, New York orchestra 
After a very successful summer | #8'"8 director of the individually 
bookings at the Congress, Chicago 
bringing name bands through the and Croyden hotels, Chicago, and 


Jarrett who doubled between an 

Owner Vogel Converts personal manager, has been ap- 
bencory of name bands, Louis A. owned but affiliated hostelries. Gluse- 
| entire year. Built 30 years ago with | the Wolverine hotel, Detroit. 


so he didn’t run but another maestro, 
Ted Jarrett was named by the coun- 
cil to fill another vacancy and took - 
insurance job and the Cwb Silhou- 
ette, state line nitery, last winter, is 
taking only club dates this winter. 
Chicago, Nov. 11, 
Lar e S kane § ot | pointed overseer of music and talent 
g po p | booked into three Chicago and one 
* | Detroit hotel by John Mack, man- 
Spokane, Nov. 11. | 7 ’ 
Vogel, owner of Natatorium park/| kin will supervise 
ball room, has decided to install a 
heating system, with the object of 
;no provision for heat, it could only The Congress hotel will redeco- 
|be used during the summer, and is} 340 4 AL: a 
the only dance floor in the city large rate its Casino and make an attempt 


penadneny to accommodate the crowds | t© return the room to its former 
i that come out for the one nighters status (it was an important spot 
| The three top bands here for this | When Ben: Goodman’s band got 
| year were Kay Kyser, Phil Harris | }ts start there six or seven years 
}and Gene Krupa. ago). Mitchell Ayres’ outfit, which 
— : Gluskin manages, begins an indefi- 

> | nite booking in the Casino, Jan. 8. 
Music Clubs Donate So far the only other booking Glus- 
| kin has set is Barry Winton’s band 
Phonographs to ~ in the Congress’ Glass Hat, opening 

| Dec 2. 


Boston. Vv. 
ver 750 Pe a sh achine BARNET ILL, COLLEAGUES 
will be placed by the National l- 
rine - postr pea into ra HELP BAND FILL DATE 


@) 
Y 


camps so stated its president, Mr 
G P- « P of Portland. at a I eader very ill with grippe and 
feve Charlie Barnet’s band 
: ol e Ma 4 ied by guest batoneers after its 
eration meeting at the Hotel Ven- | opening show at the Central theatre, 
dome here Passaic, N. J., and over the week- 
ly n to the pho tiene end rnet stood up lor r igh 
; to conduct the opening show Thurs- 
bine : . ' day (6) morning then retired in fa- 
of vari kinds ; h : vor of Tommy Tucker, Ray Heather- 

and vocal numbe and con-'!ton and Mich ael Loring. 

ductors and soloists will be avail- Teddy Powell and Harry James 
able to entertain. id the Friday shows and other 


j 
leaders stepped in over the week- 
end, 


For some of the remote bases such 
| as Iceland, where electrical power is 
not available, the earlier types of| 
phonographs will be provided. 


ae 





Ruth Robin With Savitt 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11 

Ruth Robin, Pittsburgher (and 

| sister of songwriter Leo Robin), has 
Chicago, Nov. 11. joined Jan Savitt orchestra as vo- 
operator of the|Calist. First femme Savitt has ever 
|used with his outfit. Miss Robin was 
a" | with Phil Harris for several years 
Chicago | and before that had been with Joe 





No Reduction 





illy Stearns, 
northside liquoriess dance nitery, the 
Palladium, applied to the 


Federation of Musicians for a reduc- | Reichman. 
tion of scale. Palladium scale has | Home town found out about her 
been set up as Class A. new connection when Savitt was 


Request was denied as unfair to| booked into Stanley, WB de luxer, 
ot ner Class A bi allt “ooms. \for week of Dec. 19. ° 


, 
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ORCHESTRA GROSSES 


VARTETY 
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Wednesday, November 12. 191] 





Kyser, $35,000 in Boston, Standout 


In Bandfilmers; J. Dorsey, $40,000, | 2. <r 


Fine in Chi, Cug 


at N.G. 17146, Philly 











a . 
Estimates for This Week Band Bookings 
Xavier Cugat, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 35-46-57-68-75). With ‘Great 
Guns’ (20th). Cugat’s crew getting Ella Fitzgerald Nov. 21-27, Royal 
no help at all from its screen team-]| theatre, Baltimore; 28-Dec. 4, Pal- 


mate and looks like the combo will 
get pallid $17,500. 

Duke Ellington, San Francisco— 
(Golden Gate: 2,850; 39-44-55). Screen 
atiraction, ‘Father Takes a Wife’ 
(RKO), was panned by crix. Band 
consequently given credit for bulk of 
bit $18.000, 


ace theatre, Cleveland. 

Inkspots, Nov. 28-Dec. 4, Palace 
theatre, Cleveland; 5-11, Michigan 
theatre, Detroit; 12-14, Paramount 
theatre, Toledo. 

Will Osborne, 
U., Ann Arbor; 


Nov. 





Jimmy Dorsey, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4.000: 33-55-75). With ‘Never Get 
Rich’ (Col). Dorsey band ac- 
counting for the bulk of this week's; 
excellent business. bangup $40,000. 

Erskine Hawkins, Pittsburgh — 
(Sianlev: 3.809: 30-44-60-65). With 
*Femirine Tcuch’ (M-G) and Four 
Ink Spots Ink Spots can take most 
of the slory for swetl $25,000. Haw- 
kirs has a little following, and Rosa- 
lind Russell may be drawing some of 
’em for the picture, but Svots are the 
big noise b.o. activity 
heve this wee’. 

Ted Lewis, Providence 
pelvan: 2200: 20-40-95). Teamed 
with ‘Gay Vavabond’ (Rep). Niity 
$7.500 en four days. Lewis’ crew the 
m-¢net. 

Jchnny Long, New York (Para- 
mount: 3.664; 35-55-85-99). With An- 
drews Sisters, Larry Adler, others in 
person; ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) on 


is 


in the steady 


(Metro- 





screen. Wound up third powerful 
week last night (Tues.) at $42,000; 
second was smash $57,000 and first, 
$62,500. Bob Hope picture received 


good support from stage bill. 

Jimmie Lunceford. Brooklyn — 
(Strand; 2,800; 30-40-50-55). ‘Rags to 
Riches’ (Rep) on screen. Band, how- 
ever, had strong stage support in Bill 
Robinson. Better than average 
$14,000 on four days. 

Kay Kyser, Boston—(Boston RKO; 
3.200; 30-35-44-55-65). 
and picture popularity leading the 
way, because ‘Flying Cadets’ (U) is 
strictly a program film. Colossal 
$35,000, of top wevks of season 
here. 

Freddy Martin, Los Angeles— 
(Paramount; 3,595: 30-44-55). Coupled 


one 


with ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) plus stage 
show and ‘Miss America.” Opened 


terrific and going for smacko $28,000. 
Crosby the draw, but Martin’s crew 
helping. 

Phil Spitalny, New York—(Strand; 
2.767: 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Ser- 
geant York’ (WB) on screen. The 
current (4th) and concluding week 


| ple, 


Kyser’s radio} 


Mich.; 16, Eagles B., Milwaukee; 18, 
Lakeside B., Guttenberg, Ia.; 19, U. of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis; 20, Prom B., 
St. Paul; 21, Aud., Freeport, Il. 
Bunny Berigan, Nov. 15, Williams 
College, Williamstown? Mass.; 19, 
Fire Dept., Hyde Park, N. Y.; 22-23, 


El Rancho, Chester, Pa.; 28, private 
party, Chester, Pa.; 29, Manhattan 
Center, N. Y. 

Temmy Tucker, Nov. 21-22, VMI, 
Lexington, Va.; 24, Ritz theatre, 


Newburch, N. Y¥.; 26, Masonic Tem- 
Scranton, Pa.; 27, Town Hall, 
Philadelphia; 28, Kiwanis C., Lowell, 
Mass.; 29, Arcadia B., Providence, 
B...4 

Dean Hudson, Dec. 18, four weeks, 


| Syracuse hotel, Syracuse. 


Hudson DeLange, Nov. 14, Yale U., 
New Haven: 15, Arcadia B., Provi- 


| dence: 19, Manhattan Beach, N. Y.; 


27. party, Philadelphia; 29-30, El 


| Rancho, Chester, Pa. 


Abe Lyman, Nov. 20, Mosque, 
Pittsburgh; 21, Waldemeer Park, 
Erie, Pa.; 22, Castle Farms, Cincin- 
|nati; 24, Metropolitan theatre, Mor- 
gantown, W. Va.; 25, Capitol theatre, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 





maintains fine pace at $26,000 for six) 


days, -wMile last week (3d) was $31,- 
500. Holding to this figure 
markable and must mean that Spi- 
talny is accounting for his share of 
the business, since 
day-and-dating at the Brooklyn Par, 
also previously played the Astor six 
weeks and Hollywood eight. Thea- 


is 


tre shifts to a Thursday opening to-| 


morrow. 

Orrin Tucker, Minneapolis 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). With 
nie Baker and two additional 
| Ambassadorettes and Walter 
| Wahl. On screen ‘Married Bachelor’ 
| (M-G). A fine stage show and plenty 
| good picture. Band among the tops 

and Miss Baker still box-office and 

effective. Zooming toward terrific 
$19,500. 


(Or- 
Bon- 
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of 
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ANNOUNCING.... 


The removal of 
all entertainment departments 


FREDERICK BROS. 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


The entire 22nd floor 


MATHER TOWER BUILDING 
76 EAST WACKER DRIVE 
after 


ALL PHONES: STate 0003 


In step with increased business, and to greater 
facilitate the functioning of our “Personalized 
Service” to you, this move to more spacious 
is deemed necessary. 


FREDERICK BROS, MUSIC CORP. 


the 


o Office) 
MICHIGAN 


to 


the 


1Sth, 1941 


L. A. FREDERICK, 


President, - 


14, Michigan | 
15, IMA B., Flint, | 


re-| 


‘York,’ currently | 


ante 
acts, | 


‘Dare’ | 











On the Upbeat 








of Youngstown is 


band. 


Don Ricardo 





Jean Sablon signed to record for 
Decca. 

Peggy Mann, former Larry Clinton 
joining Teddy Powell 
Ruth Gaylor. 


vocalist, 


place of 


Carol Bruce signed to record for 
Columbia Records. Columbia re-sign- 
ed Harry James’ band for another 
| five years. 





Dave Barber, guitarist, formerly 
with Delta Rhythm Boys, joined 
| Raymond Scott band at Brunswick 
| hotel, “Boston. 





RCA-Victor issuing album of sides 


/ from Walt Disney's ‘Dumbo,’ cut 


| from the sound track of the picture. 


Harry Nemo band held over at 
Famous Door, N. Y., until January, 
deferring N. Y. debut of Stan Ken- 


ton, who may go into Palladium, 
Hollywood. 
| Karle Rohde left Blinstrub’s for | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.s 


NEW YORK 








in 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estima 


- ; ted cov 
charge business being done by name bands in various New Yo oa 


rk hotels, 


| Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hote| give 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates wee 


holiday price.) kend and 





Covers Totat 

| Band Hotel _ Fievaa Week ow 
| Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.56)............. 5 1850 97. 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........54 1,700 ppt 
| Harry James......Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)....... Ce 500 to 
Henry King ......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 0 +200 pon 

Ray Kinney*....,.Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)...........30 1,375 40.400 

Glenn Miller ....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 5 1.975 10 795 

Vaughn Monroe’....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)............ 5 925 5450 

*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. {2 days. 


Chicago 
Les Brown (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Brown orchestra is settling 
down into groove that’s establishing outfit as a real midwest favorite His 
future here is assured. Despite miserable weather last week that hurt all 
b.o.’s Brown came up with 2,300 people. ° 
é Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.) Wil- 
liams band has caught on beautifully and is a cinch to become one of the 
Palmer House's leading lights. Last week dréw 3,500 people. 
Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Pounding out a strong 
business, with Joe E. Lewis on the floor; snagged 4,800 customers last we 
Woody Herman (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700: $1-$2.50 


, 
OR, 


min.), 


the Hoiel Wesiminster Blue Room,| Room has been brought back to the bright side by Herman band: jn its 


Boston, with Jimmy McHale leaving 
laiter spot for the Miami Grove. 
| Peter Bodge, formerly musical di- 
(Continued on page 48) 


Ist Ambulance 


Dance Grosses 








First of a series of dances to sup- 


| ply ambulances and medical sup- 
plies for Britain’s war effort was 
run off Monday (10) night by the 


British-American Ambulance Corps, 
at Manhattan Center, New York. 
With a series of orchestras and other 
talent tap, the ‘Name _ Band 
Jubilee’ grossed approximately $15,- 
000, cut of which came about $ 


on 


$3,000 


for production and operating ex- 
penses. Close to 5,000 admissions 


$15,000 in N.Y. 


second week pulled 3,000 in tough weather. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Quiet room 
goes along nicely on steady Kassel draw: came up last week with 1,800 
people. 


Los Anasles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
weather held covers to around 2,600. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). 
average biz; around 3,500 payees. 

Alvino Rey-King Sisters (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Off to around 9.000 
stubs. Not catching on as expected, what with the record rep of the King 
gals. They don’t hoof on hot nights. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40c-55c). 
over weekend for smacko 9,000 second week. Band hot with the mob in 
this industrial district. Far and away the town's leader. 

Jimmy Grier (Florentine Gardens; 75c-$1.50). Customary 5,000 came in 
for Nils Granlund’s floor show and interludes of leg shaking. 


Fovtball parties helped, but hot 


Coasting along to 


Picked up solidly 








‘Broken Records Worth 





Jurgens Whams ‘Em in , lowa: 
Krupa Big on College Dates 


i 
| 





(Estimates) 


| were sold at from $1 to $5. BAAC 21/, Lb t S lv 1 Glen Gray (Totem Pole B. A: 
opened the Center's doors assured of | 2¢. a . t0 Sa vage Co. | burndale, Mass., Nov. 3-8). On se 
a profit on the evening. Some $6,000 A new outlet for cracked or/|/@¢mth week Gray pulled 400 more 
was realized from sale of ads in the| broken records has been secured | hoofers than previous week—17,400 

| program booklet. through a newly formed company, at $1.45 pair for sock $12,615. Stays 

| Evening marked the public debut} the Record Salvage Co. N. Y. The} indefinitely, 

| of Raymond Paige’s new 60-piece|company has contacted machine Gene Krupa (Lafayette College 
‘Young Americans’ orchestra, which | operators and is buying these rec- | Easton, Pa., Nov. 7). Booked at fla 
broadcest a series of George Gersh-| ords at 24ec per pound, even if the! price. Krupa pulled 550 coup! , 
win and other melodies over the} records are in pieces. $5 pair for $2,750 Next night (8) 
CBS network Ed Sullivan was} To date several hundred thousand | band played to 820 couples at $2.50 
supposed to have introduced Paige’s pounds have been purchased and the | Palr and 100 at $3.50 at Re 
combo, but didn’t show. Remainder] concern will buy any amount from ra. ‘tron, WN... x: Followed 
of the bill, which*started at 9 p.m.| 100 to_1,000,000 pounds. What the | Smart 1,506 at $1.10 at Ritz B., Brid 
and ran until 3 a.m.. consisted of | recordings are being used for is a/ port, Conn., Sunday (9) 
talks by outstanding personalities | mystery, since heretofore there has Dick Jurgens (Aud., Burl 
and dance numbers by more than a/| been not a single outlet for broken |Ia., Nov. 3). Jurgens poppe 
dozen band James J. Walker, for-| records, millions of which. arejof this spot, setting new eae: t] 
mer mayor of N. Y., was a master | Junked and thrown out yearly by | 2,870; ticket-selling stopped at 9:50 
of ceremonies, along with band. | Operators. |p.m. Drew 1,759 at $1.56; 1,101 
leader Cab Calloway, and Art Green, | Scala anata | tators at 50c. Jurgens took $1,419 a 
Jerry Lawrence and other record | ° | his end. 
jockeys from local independent radio | Reichman Gray Gordon | Artie Shaw (State Fair Gro 
stations William V. C. Ruxton, ’ | Detroit, Nov. 8.) Shaw did wel 
president of the Ambulance Corps, | Under MCA Pennant here at Law rence Institute of Tec! 
spoke at the outlet and also on CBS hop, drawing approximately 6,000 


during Paige’s portion. 

Early part of the evening, 
after Paige’s band got off 
sion, was a concert during which 
Sammy Chester, Al 


Kaye, Bob 
Donahue, Vaughn Monroe, Adrian 


until 


its Ses- 


Rollini bands were used. After 11:30, | 


however, the chairs were cleared } 
away and the joint began to jump 
to bands of Jimmy Lunceford, Guy 
Lombardo, Harry James, and others. 


Various outstanding socialites and | niters, 


sted on the 


theatrical people were li 
committee Fred Astaire was hon- 
orary chairman; Paul Specht, exec- 
utive chairman; Mrs. George R. 
| Kent, was active chairman, and 
Lowell Thomas, co-chairman. Simi- 
lar dances are to be run in as many 
of the 740 cities which have locals 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sigans as possible. BAAC is work- 
ing with the AFM, using and paying 
scale for unemployed musicians. In 
New York, of course, they weren't 
paid, 





has picked up Jack Hartigan, Leigh- 
ton Noble drummer, and Pee Wee 
Lewis, formerly with Lawrence 
Welk. Latter replaces Andy Olesack, 
recently drafted. Babe Rhodes, now 
with Benny Burton, going back with 
Elliott as vocalist. 


Baron Elliott band in Pittsburgh | 





| dancers at $1.10. 
| Charlie Spivak (Brookline C. C 





Chicago, Nov. 11. 








, | Philadelphia, Nov. 6). Spivak su 

Joe Reichman is slated to return | »+iceq drawing 800 dancers at $1. 
| Once more to Music Corporation of aaron ar juniiin Pane of othe 
America management. Currently | e:ewe and trailing only Tommy Dor- 
|booked through William Morris | ce, and Eddy Duchin’s mark 
agency and winds up that contract | geen et 
with date in the Book Cadillac ho- 
tel, Detroit. MCA picks up for there 
and will send the Reichman band ' 
;out on the road for some single DICK 


Gray Gordon orchestra ha 
Music Corporation of America 

from Consolidated Radio Artists. 

Gordon orchestra is currently in the | 


| ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 


to 





Merry Garden, northside ballroom | JUST INTRODUCED AND RE- 
here CORDED THE NATION'S NENXI 
y NG: 3 Oe iss 
“IF I COULD ONLY PLAY 
George Brandt new four-piece A CONCERTINA” 


OKEH G44l 
Dir.: HARRY A, KOMM 


band broadcasting over WTOL. To- 
ledo, each Tuesday and Thursday at 
6:45 p. m. Others in the combina- 
tion are Gene Tucker, Eddie Welch, 
and Leonard Stiebens, 


Per, 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT GORP. | 


























9 
‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTER’S DOG HOUSE i 
NBC-RED 

Management: M.C.A. 








TREAT TIME 
CBS 
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ASCAP Ends Free 


-+ 


Use of Music 


_ AtFootball Games, Stations Angry 
And Embarrassed by Suit Fears 


4 
vt 





Withdrawal by ASCAP of the 
right it has been extending to broad- 
casters for the free use of its col- 
legiate music on football broadcasts 
resulted in widespread confusion 
and excitement among independent 
proadcasters during the past week- 
end. Sponsors anc local stations 
which had failed to take out ASCAP 

contracts found themselves barred 
from picking up field music and in 
the more serious predicament of be- 
ing unable to avoid this because 
there wasn't enough time available 
for the soundproofing of their sta- 
dium booths. 

ASCAP had since the opening of 
the current football season permit- 
ted non-ASCAP licensees to include 
ASCAP music in the game broad- 
casts, but when the question of again 
extending the privilege came up be- 
fore the ASCAP board of directors 
at last Thursday’s (6) meeting it was 
voted that the privilege could no 
longer prevail since NBC and CBS 
had signatured ASCAP agreements 
and similar contracts have been 
available to ali other broadcasters 
for a week. This sudden shutdown 
on the availability of ASCAP’s col- 


legiate repertoire produced much 
consternation among regional net- 
works and local stations. It was 
pointed out by the former that 


ASCAP had not as yet worked out 
a formula to cover temporary hook- 
ups as exist in the case of football 
broadcasts and that ASCAP would 
have gained goodwill instead of re- 
sentment if it had been gracious 
enough to extend the right to use 
the football music for another week 
or two. 
The Society’s Answer 


It was further pointed out by some 
of the stations hit by the withdrawal 
that the originating station of a foot- 
ball broadcast hookup could not as- 
sume payment at the source since 
the practice that stations in such 
hookups follow is to bill the adver- 
tiser or advertisers involved directly. 

In answer to these stations’ con- 


tention that ASCAP had seriously 
blundered in last week's stand on 
football music the society recalled | 


that these catalogs were originally 
made available because the networks 
had already concluded the terms of 
their agreement with ASCAP and 
that the only thing pending were ac- 
tual signatures. The society declared 
that it saw no sound reason why it 
should go on giving this music gratis 
to local stations or regional hookups 
while such broadcasters collected 
every cent they could for 
consumed in the same _ broadcasts. 
The contracts made available by 
ASCAP have, it was added, received 
the approval of the broadcasting in- 
dustry through the National Asso- 
Ciation of Broadcasters and local sta- 
tions have had ample time to decide 
whether 
ASCAP repertoire anc if so under 
what conditions they.want to buy it. 


the time | 


they have need of the| 


N. W. Ayer’s Position 





Among the football broadcasts 
affected by ASCAP’s shutdown 
last weekend on the free use of 
its collegiate repertoire were 
those underwritten by the Atlan- 
tic Refining Co. N. W. Ayer, 
agency on the Atlantic account, 
wired the stations on its football 
list that they were expected to 
furnish music from the field and 
also that the sponsor expected 
that it would be held blameless 
from any infringements. 

Some of the stations involved 
later informed the agency that 
what worried them was that in 
the event they did take out 
licenses for their own outlet 
ASCAP would look to them for 
payment due from all the sta- 
tions in a regional hookup. Ayer 
wired back that such originating 
stations could obligate them- 
selves to pay at the source for all 
outlets in a regional hookup and 
that if the other member stations 
in the group failed to rebate 
their share the agency would 
guarantee to pay the difference. 


Report Prejudice 
Against ASCAP 
At CBS Division 














Professional managers 
with ASCAP-affiliated publishing 
| firms have been complaining during 
|the past week that their efforts to 
|spot new tunes on network pro- 
| grams were meeting with no little 
lobstruction from the copyright 
| clearance departments at CBS and 
NBC. The opposition at Columbia, 
they added, seemed to be much more 
intensive than it was at NBC. 

One band leader reported that 
when an employee of his called the 
CBS clearance department to get an 
okay for a new ASCAP number the 
girl answering the network’s phone 
wanted to know why the leader 
| bothered with ASCAP songs when 
|he did well enough with BMI num- 
bers. 


M.P.P.A. MEETS NOV. 18 
Musie Publishers Protective As- 
sociation will hold its annual meet- 
ing at the Astor hotel, N. Y., Nov. 
18. 
| Edwin 


H. Morris, president, will 
read his annual report and an elec- 
| tion of directors will follow the 
transaction of other business. 


Direct Deals of Songwriters With 
Recording Firms Displease SPA 


Irving Caesar, 
Songwriters Protective Association, 
Stated last week that when the as- 
S0Ciation’s executive council holds its 
next meeting it will be asked to take 
recognition of the practice now com- 
mon among some phonograph record 
Companies of making deals with 
Writers for their songs prior to pub- 
lication. Caesar said that he would 
ask the council to explore the situa- 


tion from the viewpoint of deter- | 


mining whether it constitutes an un- 
fair practice and whether the SPA 


Should engage in a campaign for the | 


repeal of the 2c royalty provision in 
he copyright law. 


The practice that Caesar seeks to | 


president of the | 


curb through the SPA received much 
stimulation during the recent split 
between ASCAP and the broadcast- 
ing “interests. Many writers, ac- 
cording to Caesar, now offer their 
manuscripts first to the recording 
companies with the hope that once 
the tune is disked by a name band 
or artist the better will its chances 
of .publication, and with a size- 
able advance. Caesar pointed out 








MAY FINANCE NEW 
MUSIC HOUSES 


Music Publishers Protective 
Association, Compose d 
Mostly of ASCAP Firms, 
May Be Embarrassed by. 
Broadcast Music, Inc., Ap- 
plying for Membership 


APPROACHING SPA 


Although highly gratified at being 


| back in action, publishers affiliated | 


with ASCAP fully recognize that 


ASCAP EXPECTS BMI RAIDS 





wow Bandleader Offers BMI 
Plugs on NBC for $10-15 To 
Cover Cost of ‘Arrangements 








| 


the broadcasting industry has no in- | 


tention of shelving Broadcast Music, 
Inc., and that the later outfit will be 
kept in existence to serve as a con- 
stant threat and counter-irritant to 
ASCAP. With BMI guaranteed $1,- 
000,000 a year for its operation, 
ASCAP.- ites are of the opinion that 
BMI will attempt to make inroads 
into the ASCAP membership by sub- 
sidizing its writers and, if legally 
possible, by acquiring catalogs now 
controlled by ASCAP. 

ASCAP’s contracts with its mem- 
bers have over nine years to go, but 
it has for a long time been the opin- 
ion of Sydney M. Kaye, lawyer v.p. 


|in charge of BMI, the these agree- 


ments would not be upheld by the 
courts in the event of a test suit. 
| In furtherance of this viewpoint, 
| BMI, it is reported, will undertake 


| to finance various ASCAP writers in 
| their own publishing companies. One 


connected | 


such approach already made _ in- 
|volves Harry Revel and Mort 
| Greene. In their case, it is under- 


stood, the BMlI-subsidiary bearing 
their name would be capitalized at 
| $25,000, with BMI holding 51% and 
lthe writers (Revel and Greene), 


149%. 


It is believed that as time goes on 


| BMI will seek to assume the colora- 
| tion of just another segment of the 


;}musie publishing 


that what makes such arrangements | 


objectionable to the SPA is that the | 
| deal which the writer gets directly 
|from a phonograph company is us- 
‘ually less than would be coming to 
| him if the work were placed through 
La publisher who operates under the 
basic SPA agreement. 


| 
| 


have itself accepted as simply a com- 
petitive publishing unit such as the 


Metro or Warner’ Bros. group. 
Equipped with that line of argu- 
ment, BMI is even expected to 


eventually apply for membership in 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
siciation, thereby putting itself in a 
strategic position involving the de- 
termination of trade policies even 


though BMI’s actual publishing in- 
vestment does not extend bevond 
some current tunes plus arrange- 


ments of public domain tunes. 
Should BMI elect to apply for 
membership in the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. the directors of that 
organization would be faced with a 
dilemma of unprecedented propor- 
tions. It's mostly composed of 
ASCAP members. Since BMI func- 
tions mainly as a performing rights 
organization the MPPA in granting 
admittance to BMI would have no 
choice but to open its doors to other 
privately owned performing rights 
setups such as the Society of Euro- 
pean Stage Authors and Composers 
Asociated Mi isic Publishers, Inc., and 
the Society of Jewish Composers 
BMI'’s Hints to SPA 
Broadcast M ( Inc., has 


licated to the Songwriters Protec- 


ment, but, according to Irving Cae- 

the SPA’s prez, the a ition 
must first work out a steak ory 
formula covering compensation fo! 
the performing rights of the non- 
ASCAP members in the SPA be- 
fore it can enter into actual nego- 
tiations. Meanwhile a group of 
writers whose works are cleared 
through BMI has entered the field 
with a competitive association, the 


Song Writers Guild. 
Caesar in commenting on the ap- 
proach from BMI explained that 


since the SPA contains non-ASCAP 
writers as well as ASCAP writers 


some solution must be found to pro- 


tect the former's smal! 
dealing with performing 
channels outside of ASCAP. 


(Continued on. page 46) 
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rights 
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| radio-owned outfit itself. 
industry and to} 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 8) 





Tonight We Love............. Pacific 
Don’t Set World on Fire....Cherio 
We ME Bs.os cade wend pat olcd Wilson 
BE cG7s bv oti oebied bes adon Kaycee 
Shepherd's Serenade...... Sheppard 
Concerts for Two... c.csdeas Shapiro 
Bate -a.cs05a0xe8 obeetebe hen Rinkler 
ci ek 2 Reeere perry. Willson 
PEON * v0 0a Veale eee 6 dee. Majestic 
Concerto in B Flat Minor. ..Robbins 
City Called Heaven......... Warren 
Guess I'll Have Dream Rest... Block 
Do This More Often............ BVC 
Chattanooga Choo Choo........Feist 
I Found You in the Rain.....Porgie 








Networks Install 


+ 


Bob Miller, president of the song- 
pluggers union, last week protested 
to NBC against the efforts of Fred 
Ebencr, staf* eonductor for WOW, 
Omaha, an NBC-affiliate, to collect 
money f.om publishers for perform- 
ing their current tunes on hookups 
fed by WOW to the Red network. 
Miller turned over to NBC the 
original copies of a wire and letter 
Ebener had addressed to New York 
publishers, offering to ‘co-operate’ 
with them in furnishing hookup 
plugs if they paid him $10 or $15 


for what he described as ‘arrange- 
ments.’ 
WOW is licensed by Broadcast 


Music, Inc., and does not hold an 
ASCAP license, Ebener’s bids were 
in each instance directed solely to 
publishers affiliated with BMI. 
Through contactmen circles Miller 
heard that Ebener had been circue- 





Three-Hr. Rule 


lating the trade with offers to plug 
if compensated and in checkup he 
unearthed the wire and the letter, 
which he later turned over to NBC. 
Miller also called BMI’s attention to 


| the situation. 
0 avor | Under the contract prevailing be- 


Both NBC and CBS have upped 
the interval between plugs of popu- 
lar songs on network programs to 
three hours. Previous to the start 
of the ASCAP-Radio argument 
clearance between performances was 
two hours. After hostilities began 
no definite interval was observed. 
Mutual now demands only one hour 
clearances. 


| tween the union and music publish- 
ers any form of compensation to 
leaders or singers for plugs is 
strictly taboo. Specificaily included 
is payment for arrangements. Se- 
vere penalties for both publishers 
and employees are provided for 
under this anti-bribery clause 





‘Won't Be Repeated’—-WOW 


Omaha, Nov. 11. 
John J. Gillin, manager of WOW, 





Increase is looked upon by music | 


men as protection for the smaller 
publishers, most of whom are af- 
filiated with BMI, and the latter 


Since the} 


explains that his house orchestra 
leader was solicited by long distance 
phone to play ‘Minka’ but had ex- 


i'hausted the studio’s monthly budget 
|for arrangements. ‘Ebener didn't 


know he was violating any rule and 


ASCAP pubs are back on the air, | the very openness of his telegram 
they, of course, far outnumber BMI | 


and its affiliates, hence the three- 
hour rule, which will spread plugs 
more evenly. 


Bernstein Sues Willson 


wtein & Co. has 
Meredith Will- 
court, charg- 


Shapiro, ~— 
started suit against 
son in N. Y. federal 
ing that the latter’s publication, ‘You 
and I,’ igs an infringement of a song, 
‘New Moon,’ which Shapiro-Bern- 
stein published in 1924 Walter 
Donaldson wrote the ‘New Moon’ 
melody. Service in connection with 
the action was made over the past 


weekend upon Jimmy Campbell, 
manager of Willson’s publishing 


firm, and Music 
sales agency for ‘You and I.’ 

S-B seeks an injunction and an 
accounting of the profits on Will- 
son's song. 


Dealers Service, as 


} 


|!fed to Chicago and the 
|'southern legs 


is the best proof of that. Now that 


ke knows, the incident won't be re- 
peated.’ 
WOW’s 17-piece house band is 


western and 
three times a week 
from 11:05 to 11:30 p.m.. There has 


{been plenty of attention from BMI 


publishers in N.Y. As the station 
prefers to use special rather than 
stock arrangements it has four men 


in the orchestra who get $15 per 
|for making specials. It was to cover 
this out-of-pocket expense that 


Ebener set a fee of $15 as a condi- 
tion of his obliging the publisher 
(Republic) of ‘Minka.’ 


MILLS’ SOLDIER SONG 


Milis Music, Inc, has obtained the 
score of “They Can’t Get You Down,’ 
a Hollywood-produced musical. 

Also the American rights of ‘He 
Was a Handsome Soldier’ from Law- 
rence Wright, London publisher. 


Buddy Morris Withdraws License 
Of ‘Shepherd's Serenade’ From BMI 


First 
away from Broadcast Music, Inc., 
and turn it over to ASCAP is Edwin 
H. (Buddy) Morris, of Mercer & 
Morris and Mayfair Music Co. Mor- 
notified BMI that as 
owner of ‘Shepherd's 
Serenade’ he was withdrawing the 


publisher to take a number 


ris last week 


copyright 


right granted for the song’s use by | 


BMI licensees and turning over the 
performing rights of the number ex- 
clusively to ASCAP. 

Morris bought the Sheppard Music 
Co., which published 


‘Serenade,’ 


on the tune. With the cancellation 
of the BMI grant ‘Shepherd's Ser- 
enade’ was assigned to the Mayfair 
catalog, which holds an ASCAP 
membership. 

Title of Sheppard Music Co. may 
be turned back by Morris to its pre- 
vious owner, Kermit Goell, who is 
also the writer of ‘Serenade.’ 
| Irving Berlin, Inc., has taken over 
|the sales agency of ‘City Called 
| Heaven’ in a deal with the song’s 
writer, Bobby Warren. Music Deal- 
ers Service had had the exclusive 
distribution on the number. 


‘City’ will, however, continue to be 


some weeks before the radio-ASCAP | licensed through Broadcast Musie, 


peace. Sheppard had 


' given 


meanwhile | Inc. 
BMI a non-exclusive license | ber. 


Warren is not an ASCAP mem- 


* 
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MPPA Board Votes to Conserve Paper 


On Songsheets, 


Seeks Antip Coin Ease 


+ 
vv 





Board of directors of the Music 
Publishers Protection Association 
has voted to recommend to its mem- 
bership that it eliminate the insert 





in sheet music during the national 
emergency. Purpose of the move is 
to conserve paper and metal. Same 
stunt was tried in World War I. 


It has also voted that representa- 
tions be made to the Australian 
Trade Commission, now touring this 


country, about revising its money re- | 
strictions so that American publish- | 


ers can obtain from their Australian 
agents a sum greater than 50 pounds 
($200) as an advance on a song or a 
contract. As regulations now pre- 
vail in Australia the latter amount 
is the limit that a publisher may 
transmit out of the country on any 
single deal. 

Walter Douglas, the chairman, 
was authorized to appoint a commit- 
tee for the negotiating of a contract 
extension with the contactmen’s 
union. 





Goodman’ Phonograph 
Discs to Retail at 35c, 


Starting Nov. 21 x 


Columbia Records is moving the 
Benny Goodman orchestra, its top 
name, from the Columbia 50c label 
to the 35c Okeh sides. Shift goes 
into effect Nov. 21, when 
It’ and ‘The Ear!’ will be released 
back to back and may presage the 
start of another shift of top names to 
lower-price labels and 
bring about a 


| settlement 
| federal 
| brought to an end the suit which 
| John G. Paine, as publishers’ a-ent 
, and trustee, started in 1936 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., to 
on | 


‘Let’s Do. 


eventually 
standardized fee of | 


ERP! IN STIPULATION 


End of Action for Sync Fees Brought 
By John G. Paine 





Judge John C. Knox signatured a 
the N. Y. 
(10) 


stipulation in 
Monday 


court which 


22.nst 


recover synchronization  fecs 
soundtracks recorded on _ this 
and shipped abroad. The stipulation 
granted $55,000 to the publishers in- 
volved and the amount of $2,277 as 
fee and disbursements to the estate 
of Herman C. Storck, who served as 
a master in the case. 

The fees had to do with musical 
numbers that were copyright in the 
| United States and Canada but that 
| were in the public domain in for- 
| eign countries where the films were 
| exhibited. While the action was un- 
| der way several picture companies 
entered suddenly into the court pro- 
ceedings because ERPI had informed 
them that it would look to them to 
pay the damages allowed publishers 
since ERPI had merely acted as an 
agent for these companies. The film 
companies eventually agreed to set- 


+3 
siae 


tle with ERPI for $15,000. ERPI put 
the remaining $40,000 plus the 
master’s costs as its share of 
settlement. 





'pensed with 








|| ASCAP Expects 











Continued from page 45 


case of ASCAP there’s the established 

spiit of 50% for the writer and 50% 

for the publisher. 
The Song Writers Guild, 


which 


35c for all popular platters. It’s an| held its organization meeting last 
; | , ‘ an e >+ . t py - 
idea that some record company | Week, named Hy Zaret as tempo 
| rarw »hair . no thnonce wr hy 
execs have for some time touted as | ary chairman. Among those who 
a future possibility. | pledged their support for the Guild 
; | were Jack Baker, Helen Bliss, 
Goodman has never sold at less . ; 
; ‘ tis Sylvia Dee, Red Evans, Henry Katz- 
than 50c. In fact, the present top ; 


of 50ec was begun by the same com- 


bination of Columbia and Goodman. | 
from Vic- | 


When the latter moved 
tor to Columbia almost two years 
ago the jump was coincidental with 
a label change from Brunswick to 
Columbia and a dro» in price from 
75c to 50c. Victor, at the time, was 
selling for 75¢c, which 
maintained fo1 


price was 
almost a year, then | 


man, Hans Langsfelder, Jerry Seelen, 


| Bob Sour and Freddie Wise. 
| The Guild wants to be the sole 
bargaining agency in dealing for its 
| members on performing rights as 
well as all other rights which in- 
clude recordings, sheet music and 
synchronization. The Guild also, in- 
tends to do the collecting of its mem- 
| bers’ royalties, to negotiate standard 
| contracts 





| 
| 
| 











Band Reviews 





| drums. 


|ponent parts 


ee Continued from page 42 Sel | 


American tempos, but for the most | 
part it’s a very danceable crew that | 
can stand listening to when the feet | 
aren't willing. Leader makes a nice 
appearance, is also an apparent | 
youngster, and when Miss Blayne | 
steps out front, there’s a noticeable | 
letdown in action, from the male 
customers particularly, and the line 
in front of the bandstand -forms at | 
beth the right and left. 

Weekend crowds at Chatterbox 
have almost always been predomi- 
nantly juvenile and this is the type 
©* band that’s right up the kollege 
kids’ alley. Cohen. 


HERB HAGENOR ORCH 
Hotel Statler, Buffalo 
Fiddle-playing leacer has whipped 
together jaunty six-:**n combo tha 
perks along tastily with emphasis on 
rhythm behind three versatile lead 
men, Amos Barion on sax, Paul 
Rickenbach on piaro and Hagenor | 
bewing a muted violin. Boys are so 
used to working tovether they’ve dis- 
written arrangements 
and play mostly cut of memory. 
Their rhythm brand is quiet, unob- 


(6) 


the soft side, making the tunes hop 


along suavely behind three rhythm. 


Latter are Ed Ingram, guitar; Paul 
Hershon, bass and Carl Monaco, 
Guitarist and leader double 
on vocals. 

Knack for Latin rhythms was also 
demonstrated by bandsmen although 


the | came is not too well appreciated in | 


this burg. Betz. 


EDDY HOWARD ORCHESTRA (13) 
Hotg] Muehlebach, Kansas City 


is is an organization new to the | 


although the com- 
are tried and tested. 
Idea was to build a pop music group 
around the singing composer, 
Howard, and this aggregation 
result. The personable Howard is 
front man and songster, and the mu- 
sical group of Bill and Al Baer, of 
Milwaukee, was enlarged into the 
present orchestra. 


musical world, 


Ensemble is playing its second en- 
gagement since organization, but 
even with so little group experience 
behind it the outfit comes off with a 


| first class rating. One reason for 
some of its popularity in the Ter- 
race Grill is fact that Howard has 


crew sticking to dance music of the 
day instead of capitulating to the 
usual policy of straight dinner music. 
Music is also enhanced by Howard's 
singing and this department is ex- 
tended with Roy Bast to fulfill the 
baritone chores and a quartet, the 
Swing Sirs, for swing harmony. 


| 
} 
} 
| 
j 


Eddy | 
is the | 


~ 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nicke!s this week in jukeboxes 


throughout the country, as reporied by operators to VARtEty. 


of more than one band or wocalist 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1, Don’t Want Set World Fire (12) Cherio., } "spots 


2. Piano Concerto B Flat (9) Martin 
Tonight We Love (3) Maestro 


3. Jim. (5) Kaycee 


4. You Made Me Love You (5) Broadway.. 


5. This Love of Mine (4) Embassy 


6. Chatianooga Choo-Choo (3) Feist 


~I 


. Elmer’s Tune (2) Robbins....... 


8. You Are My Sunshine (10) Southern... 


9 Guess I'll Dream Rest (12) Block 


10. Why Don’t We Do This Often? (1 


(These records are directly below 
|} in demand on the coin machines.) 

Time Was 
/Do You Care? (Campbell)........ 


| Jealous (Mills) 
| 
| Modern Design (Republic) 


trusive yet tricky, aptly filling the 
ticket in Statler’s smaller lounge 
room. 

Sax predominates on melody but | 
Barton is deft enough to vary his 
horn, inserting flute, clarinet and 
| vibe work as well. Piano work is | 
nimble and Hagenor’s fiddle is on 


(Southern). ....cees 


| Shepherd Serenade (Sheppard) 


| 
‘totam (Rinker)...... cana eae des 
Cowboy Serenade (Marks)...... 
| 
| ditions and revisions, such as another 
| trombone or set of strings. Leader 
himself slides trombone when book 
calls for five brass numbers, and 
this idea may be further worked out. 
Howard is aiming at settling down 
to a ballroom date in Chi for the 
Quin 


winter 


LOU BREESE ORCH (15) 
With Barry Warren 
Chez Paree, Chicago 

3reese in stage show days was 
known and recognized as one of the 
outstanding pit and stage band di- 
rectors 
a show to the pleasure of the turns 


and _ the satisfaction of the producer. | 


He has the innate feeling for the 
performer's problem and an experi- 
enced knowledge of what musical 
showmanship is. He has established 
himself in the Chez Paree as an 
artist in really getting behind a show 


He could, and still can, cut | 


} Tommy Tucker ,..... Okeh 


\ Freddy Martin ....Bluebird 
| Tony Martin..........Decca 


, Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
{| Dinah Shore ......Bluebird 


Harry James .....Columbia 


“eee eee 


{ Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
ee | Tommy Tucker .......Okeh 
{Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
Lea |} Johnny Long..........Decca 
{ Gienn Miller....... Bluebird 
Se | Andrews Sisters......Decca 


{ Bing Crosby..........Decca 
* ) Tommy Tucker........Okeh 


; Glenn Miller. ......Bluebird 


Oe ee Att | Tommy Dorsey........ Victor 
) BVC. \ Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 
Dee TO, . osiciccs Columbia 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


{ Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 

| Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh 
Ree Okeh 

") OR GROG oo vcs ..Decca 

{ Andrews Sisters.......Decca 

she Aa ) Tony Martin..........Decca 


Sammy Kaye......... Victor. 
Andrews Sisters.......Decca 


{| Horace Heidt...... Columbia 
es ca LROUh SPONEs 644.0 adoe0en > AD 
}Gienn Miller .....Bluebird 


| Russ Morgan .........Decca 


Moore on trombone and Bill Haley 
| with his trumpet. Breese himself 
|; does plenty okay on the trumpet. 
3arry Warren is balled vocalist 
and turns in a good job on the slow 
tunes. Moore steps away from the 
trombone to handle the rhythm 
| vocals, and between Moore and War- 
ren the vocals are given good treat- 
ment Gold. 


Music Notes 


Jules Siyne wound up his scoring 
| job on ‘True to the Army’ at Para- 
mount. 


Eddie Cherkose and Jacques Press 
sold four songs to Universal for use 
in ‘Temporary Bride.’ 























lowered to its current 50c. and establish a pension; Bill Baer handles the piano while | and putting it across on every angle. — 

Of course. there will be no rush | 224 welfare fund for impoverished | Al Baer holds a spot in the reed sec- On this score alone Breese is an| Sam Cahn and Saul Chaplin are 
of other top band names to shift | members. The belief in the trade tion. Further novelty effect is added asset for any nitery or theatre where | are writing two song numbers for 
to 35c latels because Goodman is | ‘5 that this organization is feceiving by & two piano — ™ ith Henry | acts are a considerable portion of | the Columbia picture, “Trinidad.’ 
making the change. At their pres- | the support of BMI since the Guild, proving This dao ia tans to the Beoed side ‘Sie wecheare hg Mise at | re 

& | se : : Ss. ils S Das re s Ss renestr: s as : 
ent price levels the companies are | ‘f it is successful in getting started,' 444 al] arrangements are thus or-| breezy rhythm style, using a six-|, 7'm™my Dodd composed two new 
selling all the platters their factories | COU!d serve as a combative element chestrated. Personnel includes | eight beat that dancers usually find | tunes, still untitled, which he will 
can dish up (each is far behind on | W2tn regard to both the SPA and}; Howie Kern, drums: Ken Myers,| is an invitation to wiggle a leg and | sing in ‘The Yard Bird’ at Mono- 
orders), but the thought of a 35c | ASCAP. Hugo Cop and Joe Roth on trumpets; | easy to follow. Breese has dey eloped | gram 
price all-around isn’t far-fetched. a Ce Oe Eddie Begovatz, trombone; Larry this tempo into a style _ For mature : i. 
Retail sales of 35c discs at three for | Sol Kaplan’s symphony, ‘Baccha- Bornstein with Bast ane weer - hp ne © : B hoy Phage = . | Jacques Press and Frank Loesser 
$1 is in a large measure responsi- | nale,” was bought by Boris Morros rene seenon: Sal ey Snea, neers? BS ORG SEGSES NOS G enEC i | cleffed ‘Now You See It, Now You 
‘ sea : P and Pete Roth, string bass. Meivin Winters. On his solo work ee Sage : . 

ble for the tremendous snap-back of | for use in ‘Tales of Manhattan’ at| Crew is probably not in its final | Winters reveals a load of stuff. Also Don't,’ for ‘This Gun for Hire’ at 
the record industry. | 20th-Fox. ‘form as Howard is considering ad-' tops are Eddie Pripps at tenor, Skip | Paramount. 
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Inside Stufl—Music 


proadcast Music, Inc., will continue supporting the plug-checking ar- 

ement it has with Dr. Roy Peatman, an instructor at the City College 

of New York. The contract it gave him when it subsidized his service early 

this year does not expire until Dec. 31, 1941. BMI distributes this daily 
recap among the publishers affiliated with it. 








Jack Robbins has three Broadway musical scores primed for his three 
s, Feist is publishing the Olsen & Johnson ‘Sons o’ Fun’; Miller Music 
will publish ‘Lady Comes Across,’ and Robbins Music will bring out the 
‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor-Warner Bros.) score by John Latouche and 


‘ Vernon Duk e. 





Title of Lucky Millinder orch’s newest Decca recording is ‘Big Fat 
’ not ‘I Want a Big Fat Mama.’ ‘Big Fat Mama’ is backed by 
qrouble in Mind,’ vocal by Rosetta Tharpe. 





~ Paine to Seattle for ASCAP Talks 


Some Radio Men Oppose Any Repeal 


vv 








John G. Paine, ASCAP general! BOOKKEEPER SUICIDES 
manager, left last Thursday (6) for| 
I seattle to discuss with Washington 
State authorities settlement of the 


anti-ASCAP litigation which has| Edward Brechlin, 36, bookkeeper 
prevailed since 1936. The talks for Chappell & Co., fatally shot him- 
iso will involve the recovery by self in Mohnton, Pa., Nov. 8, after 


; ; _|critically wounding his former 
ASCAP of performing rights fees| «si ,cee’ with the same revolver. 
from local users which have meen | Tragedy occurred in the home of 
while mounted to substantial propor- | the injured woman, Anne Myers, 24, 
| tions. Washington broadcasters have who, at one time, was employed as 


 fielsed «decided preference for|®, Waites in s Hadi, City, restau 


cleaning up the situation. Paine is jing hospital suffering from wounds 
expected to be absent from New) in the head and chest. 

York for at least two weeks. in the head and chest. It is under- 
ASCAP’s next step will be to get) stood that she broke off with Brech- 

the State of Florida’s attorney gen-!}i, when she learned he was mar- 

eral to take a decisive stand on the ried, his wife being an invalid. 

local statute which bars ASCAP/ bBrechlin had been with. Chappell 

from doing business in that state.|¢o, five years. He came from 

ASCAP is now operating in Florida Bridgeport, Conn 

under a makeshift arrangement pro- : ; 

posed by the attorney general him- 


self. After theatre owners, hotel | 
men and dancehall operators had_| 
protested against enforcement of the} 





Brechlin of Chappell & Co. Also 
Fires at Ex-Fiancee 

















permit these users to go on per- 
formed that two influential Florida} AS’ one means to make up for loss 





forming its music on the basis of 
their old contract, with the under- 
Standing that repeal of the law 

would be recommended to the next 

session of the state legislature. 

ASCAP has since been collecting 

station operators have put them-|°f revenue under the new radio con- 
selves on record as determined to} tract, ASCAP will make a drive on 
oppose repeal of the anti-ASCAP| the jukeboxes. 

statute and there is a strong move-| The Society, like the National 
ment within the ASCAP directorate|Ass’n of Performing Artists (Fred 
to force the Florida issue to a show-| Waring and James J. Walker), feels 


anti-ASCAP statute the attorney 
from all state users but broadcasters. 
down by returning the performing) that the slot-machines use of copy- 


general prevailed upon ASCAP to 
The Society was recently in- 
tights to individual member-writers| righted music for profit and is aiming 


} and publishers as far as Florida is|for a fixed fee frorn the estimated 


concerned and thereby  leaving| 500,000 jukers now on the market. 
Florida users no choice but to obtain seen Sas aie 








WTHT SIGNS ASCAP 


Hartford Stations in Ne Hurry—All 
Still Fear Society’s Power 








Hartford, Nov. 11. 

First Connecticut station to go 
ASCAP is WTHT. Hartford Times 
owned station started sliding in 
ASCAP music yesterday (10) on a 
50-50 basis with BMI. Although no 
definite action taken yet by city’s 
other three stations, it’s expected 
they will sign ASCAP. WNBC is 
studying licenses and _ contracts. 
WDRC is dusting off its files and 
et’s, with the expectation of con- 
tracting very soon. So says Walter 
Haase, station manager. At WTIC 
a pact is expected any day, accord- 
ing to Paul Morency, g.m. Station 
manager says that ASCAP music in 
future will be divvied with BMI. 
Former will be used according to 
whims, needs and dispositions of sta- 
tion and sponsors and suitability of 
music. Said ASCAP music tran- 
scriptions have been kept to date 
and never laid aside. 

WTHT hasn’t announced to pub- 
lic its use of ASCAP music. Leav- 
ing that for public to find out for 
itself. Is filtering the music in here 
and there and waiting back for pub- 
lic reaction. According to Fred Bie- 
ber, program director, station is at 
present fearful of a complete sub- 
stitution of ASCAP for BMI. Will 
eventually make as complete substi- 
tution as is possible under condi- 
tions. Feels that most hits on air are 
BMI and elimination of them would 
arouse undue comment and condem- 
nation. Station is holder of shares in 
BMI. Station, a Mutual affiliate, has 
been fed ASCAP music in recent 
months, 


DISK ROYALTY 
VERY MUCH UP 


Despite the absence of their cur- 
rent tunes from the two older net- 
works for the previous eight months, 
ASCAP publishers find that the 
checks they have received from the 
Columbia Phonograph Corp. for the 
quarter ending Sept. 30 are the 


largest that have yet come to them 
from that company. 

Statements from Decca are due 
Nov. 15 and it is anticipated that 
the payments in this case will also 
set a record figure for that firm. 











SYLVIA SUAREZ QUITS 


TO BECOME MOTHER 


Havana, Nov. 11. 
Sylvia Suarez is out as Cuban 





|manager for Robbins Musie Corp’s 


local outfit. Her aide, Hortensia 





To Pay Webs for ASCAP Music Is 


Illegal Under Present State Law 





ASCAP Publishers Refill 
Staffs From BMI Firms 


ASCAP publishers have started 
raiding the professional staffs of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and firms af- 
filiated with it. Following the break 
with radio many ASCAP concerns 
pared their professional staffs and 
they are now refilling the ranks. 

Robbins Music Corp. has taken 
Harold Wald from BMI; T. B. Harms, 
Stan Stanley from E. B. Marks, and 
Famous, Ralph Smittman from 
Southern Music Co. 


NEW IMPERIAL 
LINE CUT BY 
OBERSTEIN 


First sides for Eli Oberstein’s new 
Imperial Record Co. were cut yester- 
day (Tues.) by Blue Barron’s band 
at World Transcription studios in 
New York. To be issued about Nov. 
18 or 19 the first release, selling 
at 35c not 25c as was expected, will 
carry two of four sides Barron cut 
under a ‘Hits of the Week’ idea. 
Band made ‘Elmer’s Tune,’ ‘Shep- 
herd Serenade,’ ‘This Love of Mine,’ 
and ‘Why Don’t We Do This More 
Often.’ 

Beside the pop sellers Oberstein 
will have a line of light classical 
discs selling for the same price, a 
10-inch platter marketed as the Elite 
label. Popular stuff will not be 
called Imperial, because it was 
found that a small recording com- 
pany in Florida also uses that title. 
Instead the records will be _ sold 
without a tag, but featuring the 
name of the band. 

Oberstein’s circulation will be 
mostly on department store counters. 
He has made arrangements for 
servicing Sears-Roebuck (150 stores 
to begin with) and McGrory’s (300 
outlets). He also has Butler Bros., 
wno operate or service as purchas- 
ing agents some 6,000 stores. Ip 
addition there is to be a sales test 
period in 10 stores in each of the 
chains operated by McClellan, Grant 
and Newberry. 

Oberstein’s pressings will be turned 
out by the Scranton Manufacturing 
Co., which outfit he was associated 
with when he headed U. S. Records. 

















Seattle, Nov. 11. 

Radio stations in Washington that 
pay national networks for ASCAP 
music are violating the state copy- 
right act, Attorney General Smith 
Troy held last week. The opinion 
was requested by State Represent- 
ative Edward J. Reilly of Spokane, 
who represents a number of radio 
broadcasters in the state, 

Network programs containing AS- 
CAP music are being transmitted 
through four Seattle stations (KIRO, 
KOMO, KJR and KOL) but none of 
them are using ASCAP music on 
programs originating in their studios. 
An ASCAP appeal against the state 
copyright law is scheduled to be 
heard Dec. 8 by the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

Don Spencer, attorney for stations 
KOMO and KJR, said in his opinion 
there is no restriction against a sta- 
tion using network broadcasts of 
ASCAP music if it does not pay a 
royalty or fees for such use. KOMO 
and KJR have an arrangement 
whereby no fees are collected by the 
networks, he declared. 

According to one Seattle broad- 
caster the payment of fees for BMI 
music would be as illegal as those 
paid to ASCAP because BMI has not 
filed a complete catalogue and per 
piece fees with the secretary of 
state, as required by the copyright 
law. 

General slant here is that the 
ASCAP appeal against the state law 
will be dismissed and an agreement 
separately reached. 


STARR RESIGNS 
FROM MPPA 


Herman Starr, head of Warner 
Bros. publishing interests, has with- 
drawn the company’s three firms 
from membership in the Music Pub- 


lishers Protective Association. The 
catalogs affected are Harms, Inc., 
Remick Music Corp., and E. Wit- 
mark & Sons. 

Starr declined to disclose the rea- 
son or reasons for the resignation, 
saying that he would prefer that the 
explanation come from Walter Doug- 
las, MPPA chairman. Douglas 
stated that he had no comment. A 
report in the trade has it that Starr 
has adopted the policy of steering an 
independent course in operating the 
three firms and without participat- 




































































licenses from hundreds of sources or Richard Hall’s ‘Cowboy Serenade’ | Zayas, succeeds. World will do the cutting and plat-| ing in any way in the business coun- 
: 4 ~ : ® e } imc — ate etiinine _ T 7 ni : ; + . 1 
stand the consequences of a flood of; bought by Republic as theme song; Miss Suarez is leaving because of | ing. They have studios in N. Y.,; cils of the industry, excepting 
infringement suits. and title for a Gene Autry picture. | expectant motherhood, Chicago and Hollywood. ASCAP. 
/ er a — a er —_—: 
From From From 
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HARMS 


BELOW 
THE EQUATOR 


By Cliff Friend and Charlie Tobias 


WHO CALLS? 


A Great American Love Song 


Prof. Mgr. MACK GOLDMAN 











A Johnny Mercer-Harold Arlen Score 
From the Warner Bros. Film 


“BLUES IN THE NIGHT” 


BLUES IN THE NIGHT 


(My Mama Done Tol’ Me) 
THIS TIME 


THE DREAM’S ON ME 


SAYS WHO? 
SAYS YOU, SAYS I! 


HANG ON TO YOUR LIDS, KIDS 


By Al Dubin & Ernesto Lecuona 
THE ANGELS CAME THRU 


Prof. Mgr. JOHNNY WHITE 


WITMARK | 








TIS 


DON'T 
LOVE 








Romantic, In Season 


MAKE LOVE TO ME 


Prof. Mgr. NORMAN FOLEY 


AUTUMN 


TAKE YOUR 
FROM ME 























From 








HEY DOC! 


ADVANCED 


Prof. Mgr. JOSEF MYROW 





AUTUMN NOCTURNE 








MUSIC PUBLISHERS HOLDING CORP. 
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things get back to normal when Amy | 
Arnell vocals and the work is an-| 
other novelty. It’s not auspicious, | 
but counters and machines are push- | 
overs for Tucker now and they'll use | 
these. Reverse, an oldie, is okay, but | 





Disc Reviews 


Continued from page 42 








than-usual lyric on reverse, another 
slow one. Band, arrangement and 
standard melody make a fine combi- 
nation that should sell. 





Artie Shaw: ‘Is It Taboo’-‘Beyond 


On-the-Upbeat 


Continued from page 44 


rector at Boston’s Metropolitan the- 
atre, has placed his band in Blin- 
strub’s. 





Sydney Catlett went back to Louis 
Armstrong’s band last week when 
Armstrong started four-week stand 











Wednesday, November 12, 194] 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 





Following tabulation of popular musie performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. ¥. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Nov. 3-9), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and ig based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 


musie publishing industry. 
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a bit fast for proper response. Blue Horizon’ (Victor 27641). Shaw|at Grand Terrace Cafe, Chicago. He 
|put bit too much imagination into| replaces O'Neill Spencer, who's ill| TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Sammy Kaye: ‘Miss You’—‘Rancho | ihese arrangements, otherwise they're | and can’t stay on road. Concerto for Two....... Se, i eh Siaeies 

Pillow’ (Vic. 27619). Kaye selected fine. First, a new pop is played sol- Don’t Set World 0m Fire....:.sccscsccccesscscsccoeec CRO oc 

good ballad material from the cata-| idly, but it’s overwritten and much| forace Holley’s orchestra doing | B-I-BI .....cccccccccccccccceceseccccceucseees “Rinker .......... . 

log of years and does a smooth, | of its melody is obscured. Reverse fall season of Saturday night dinner- | Jim ...... Cee ee eee eesesesseees ee A ere e Petes ~~ Apeeebaike i 

saleable job on “Miss You.’ It’s typi-| is side that will sell the coupling, on | dancing at Maxwell House ballroom, | You and I....cccseesseeececeecceeeeeeeecs Willson .......° 9 

cally Kaye and his fans, counter and | counters and machines. Bit over-| Nashville. ’ | wlmer’s Tune. 1 io onghcediaaaepe att toy ogra * ity neees commen ere 228 17 

box, will react; Alan Foster sews a written, too, but still a strong, salable . This Love of Mine..... ners ‘ Gita vibes cocene een "; Embassy 8 de / _ 

ee - s s . i< = . : 2 : fs eeeeeeeete meereccsere eee @ereees . 

yond » ge 26 is in fast tempo,| job. Breaks hit hard and often. Bob Strong orchestra has_added I'm Ms 6 60:50-6ub 0000660 s06 005000055 04 bb 0008 .»»Mutual ....... ea’ an Le\ 
° Kenny LaBohn, formerly sax with a mre az ch snasdnsvssesese ses Cee eee ene ennee “oo Ceoseses 14 yea 

af os Dick Jurgens: ‘Sinner Kissed An-|the late Hal Kemp, replacing Lowell an Raquel...... Pee eerre s. Seer ee reer -». Southern ......, 13 
en OE ES SOS Se ae gel’-‘Make Love to Me’ (Okeh 6439).|Moore, and Shorty Cherock, for- COMMUNES CHEOTROR, 6 csc cccccccavccnccrecesoses US osacececccee e 
Fields lent petting tandas Bret: side While this version of ‘Sinner’ doesn’t merly with Gene Krupa and Ray- Delilah Co eee CCe err eeeeeeeneereeeeceereeeeesssace o* BMI fotréoececes. En din 
here, while nicely werteed isn’t | COMPare with Tommy Dorsey’s, it’s | mond Scott, in as trumpeter, replac- Fraidy Cat. Cab Oag ben kese60040 0445600 0R 0k 00005444 a | - 12 Is 
: ; an able, smooth tempo job that will/ing Morey Knepp. BERGEIOERD 5 cicciccccocccpestedccoscccecocccesces cc ee SOMEy cccccceses I ur 
ae he Taser —— find response in many machines, par- Shepherd Berenade 2.0 ccccccccccccccgeccccescses eo. Sheppard ....... 12 als 
however, shows band on. perhaps ticularly where Jurgens is in de-| Jackie Souders band now playing i Lo ed ae laa ak da ca hea o. Majestic ....... rae } | 
heat side to date. Timely, impres- mand. Harry Cool vocals. Reverse Friday and Saturday nights at the aving a Lonely TiMe..ceesseeeeceeees SPA Pe eee OIE cccccccce = pa 
; y, Pres- | i cn’t impressive melodically. Cool I Found You in the Rain...... Payee Terr: A ee 11 d 
sively arranged and played melody, |. i ‘es Winthrop Hotel, Tacoma. Half hour Two in Love Will the 
it stands out sharply. Unfortunately, vOnes aye. broadcasts are carried by KVI each | ye, Indeed EET EGE Taek Sik Gt ae ee ee ee : E . = lela ll Sa! 
not the type for machines. Counters : night. se OOOO eee ee seer eeeeeses COCCC CEO OeEEsesese MDASSY o.+.2-66 ll N. 
should find it easy to sell, though. — msc peed Asshelie'. - 
range ossom Lane (Siuebird| Ray Anthony, formerly with Glenn ae re io 
Bing Crosby: ‘Clementine’ -“Day | 11326). Exploitation of ‘Arabella’| yitier’s outfit, polishing up his new | (@7netist. snift of Kenny LaBahn TRAMMELL MUST REPLY - 
Dreaming’ (Decca 4033). Crosby packs | Via Hearst paper tieup will move it} orchestra on college dates around | © ,8TSt alto, and exiting for Sid nu 
a wad of commercial punch into|©" counters but it's doubtful for! Gjeveland but still looking for a| *“% TO DARU QUESTIONS 
first, a humorously worded and sung| Wide machine spinning. It has its! -aje"yocalist. Hal Zeiger handling Q re} 
bit of fluff that should find easy going | Points in lyrical story of a soldier’s| ) 4 ? Chuck Foster’s orchestra moved me 
in boxes and on counters. Music| letter, but they're too few. Tempo’s in Friday (7) at Baker hotel, Dal-| nies lL NBC ‘id of 
Maids help. It's in two tempoes.|&@Sy. Reverse, ballad, can be a ma- las. Floor show includes Collette| ~ 1 me eeren, n 
: chine seller, but needs flock of air} Tommy Flynn band, following 36- 17 wey a 
Reverse is good, a ballad Well han- ; , week stay at Chez Ami in Buffalo, | 22d Barry, dance team. must appear Nov. for examina ad 
dled, but ‘Clementine’s’ the side. plugging first. Ray Eberle vocals. into —- Merry-Go-Round Pitts. —-—— tion before trial in the $1,200,000 nit 
: fog ce a , _| burgh, for a limited engagement, re-| Ernie Palmquist’s band at the | damage suit brought by 14 writers in 
Mn ea! (eal BOLLS). ce ei ns| mint a: Home? (Cal. Setlid.  Paiz| Dlacing Bubbles Becker outtit Plantation Club, Dallas. against NBC, CBS, BMI and the Na- . 
again. Same complaint, but this time | of Fitch Bandwagon Specials, tunes ; . tional Association of Broadcasters in rd 
for better reason. Band recently ac-| should sell easily on counters and in|_ Donna Lee is new singer at WGR, Abe Lyman and Bob Astor bands | Connection with the recent war be- pr 
quired new girl singer, Lillian Lane, | boxes that go for jive. First is driv- | Buffalo. She is wife of Paul Sabin, | have both been booked for annual | tween ASCAP and the radio inter- ( 
who sounds like she has the goods.|ing instrumental packing hefty | bandleader. Duquesne University ball at William | ests. Justice Isidor Wasservogel, of iss 
So on her initial record she’s as-| punch in ensemble and solos. Band ; Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, Saturday |the N. Y. supreme court, issued the of 
signed a thing so slowly played she|has spark and zip it hasn’t shown| Charlie Wolke now has his own| (j5), 2 order Monday (9) on the motion of th 
has to battle to keep her vocal bal-| often lately. Written and arranged — at Fox and Hounds Club, Bos- peters Dara, — aA ee — a8 
ance (ever try walking a straight| by Mel Powell, Goodman pianist, re- | ton. - ss ers, The action is brought under the | 
line slowly?). Poor ideas by some-| verse also clips jive mark. Leader’s i slab pceeaye trad ny ge ages conspiracy and anti-monopoly stat- all 
body. Tune is from Walt Disney’s| clarinet is at its best. Trombone} Ray Heatherton opened limited cutest 7. ber 14 18. t th ss . | utes. ; ; ; in 
‘Dumbo.’ Dick Harding does a better- | break is solid, too. engagement Monday (10) at Green’s, | ©2@ OF November Js-to, at the Vni-| In granting Daru’s motion for tes 
Pittsburgh, replacing Leighton Noble | V@TS!t¥ of North Carolina. Trammell’s appearance the court 80 
= ex TERENAS vaca | band. took occasion to eliminate some of rie 
: Tony De Simone has left Enric | the questions that Daru proposed to - 

Four Senators into Fiesta Room of nosing ign — to = oe Army put to the ren eo 9 oo 

° ° . ° sey itts an as been replaced at e piano | out queries ha o do wi e al- 

“What is that infectious tune with that Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh, for four p p 


weeks with options, following the 








by Ernie Stramiello, formerly with 








leged use of coercion on band lead- 













































































. - Four Skyliners. Don McGrane’s orch. jers and vocalists to drop ASCAP 
Edgar Leslie lyric, that everyone | < numbers and the network’s release 
a Max Tarshis, who quit band biz Stan Norris, with Lorraine Daley, | of ‘misleading statements’ to the pub- 
is talking about? to become manager of Trelon Cafe|at Cascades Room of Hotel Pick- | lic in connection with the ASCAP 
and then got his fill of latter,, has | Ohio, Youngstown. COR Yeey: 
resumed with his 4 Aces at Club 51, eens esac aaees 
? Pittsburgh, succeeding 4 Kings. Victorian Room is the name of the| of the Overbrook High and Haver- 
- redecorated Nassau Room at the! ford prep schools, Philly. 
* Billy Yates band back to the Gray | Hillcrest Hotel, Toledo, which will ta 
Wolf Tavern near Sharon, Pa., for | reopen Nov. 12 with Johnny * incent. Bob Crosby’s band was signed by tr 
. \ ° fifth engagement there in year and ae Paramount to record numbers for it 
Artie Shaw knows, or Dinah Shore, or a half. Oak Hill Gardens, Youngstown, O.,| ‘Holiday Inn,’ the Irving Berlin film Pp 
Xavier Cugat, or Freddie Martin, or : a igre is being expanded for additional seat- | musical. : 
. Eileen O’Shea picked as perma- | ing capacity. qt 
Frankie Masters ia ee and sO does nent vocalist with Piccolo Pete band | — Roberts Brothers orchestra shifted ti 
x at Club Petite, Pittsburgh, after| Cab Calloway at New Kenmore] from the Sphinx to the Trouville S] 
JERRY JOHNSON at 799 Seventh Ave- several weeks of auditions. Hotel, Albany, Nov. 14. Isham Jones} Club in Hollywood. 
yb) __ |} is current — 
nue, New York. Bob Strong orchestra changes in- | —_—. Eduardo Aguilar’s rhumbists were a 
cludes addition of Johnny Mince,| Clarence Fuhrman’s KYW house| held over for six more weeks at the L 
formerly to Tommy Dorsey band, as,! band will play at the senior proms | Mocambo in Los Angeles. ] V 
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CHARLES (MOUSEY) WARREN 3 


General Manager | 





; Starting With Two Great Songs 


WHY DON’T WE DO THIS MORE OFTEN | 
A ROSE AND A PRAYER 
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Fingerprinting of Cafe Workers Upheld 
By Judge Pecora in Action by Union 








New York Police Commissioner 
Lewis J. Valentine’s order of last 
year for all nitery employees to be 
fingerprinted was upheld Monday 


(10) by supreme court Justice Fer- 
dinand Pecora. Valentine’s order 
also forbid the employment in a 
night club of anyone whose record 
was unsatisfactory to the police de- 
rtment. : 

Justice Pecora’s ruling came as 
fhe result of an action brought by 
Samuel Friedman, president of the 
N. Y. local joint board of the Hotel 
and Restaurant Employees Interna- 
tional Alliance, to have Commis- 
sioner Valentine’s order declared 
null and void. 

The jurist’s opinion stated: ‘The 
regulations extending the require- 
ment of fingerprinting to employees 
of licensees of cabarets is a lawful 
and proper exercise of power.’ He 
added that the fingerprinting of 
nitery owners, effective since 1931, 
in itself ‘did not give the police an 
adequate means to prevent crimes 
by and with employees, steerers and 
operators of clip joints, nor to ap- 
prehend the perpetrators.’ 

Commissioner Valentine’s order, 
issued Aug. 14, 1940, followed a wave 
of holdups of nitery patrons after 
they had left nocturnal joints,, plus 
many complaints against clip joints. 

Order for fingerprinting includes 
all performers and musicians work- 
ing in niteries. Neither the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians’ Local 
802 nor the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists opposed the police 
order. 


Cabaret-Theatre Idea 
Mulled by Cliff Fischer 





In N.Y. Policy Change 





As and when Clifford C. Fischer 
takes possession of the 44th St. Thea- 
tre Roof (nee Nora Bayes), N. Y., 


vi 


Being Wary of Greeks 





Since Francis Lederer found 
himself advertised as ‘coming 
next Sunday’ as the ‘guest of 
honor’ at a midtown Manhattan 
nitery, the celebrities are wary 
of how they respond to the hosts’ 
invitation ‘to come over Sunday 
night and have a good time.’ 
When he visited this place, as a 
paying guest earlier in the week, 
he was invited to ‘drop in on 
Sunday when we have many 
celebrities.’ To save mutual em- 
barrassment he said okay, not re- 
alizing he’d find himself billed as 
the forthcoming guest of honor. 

None the less, he didn’t show 
up. 


CITE HUB AGVA 
AS ‘WEAK LINK’ 


Boston, Nov. 11. 

National officers of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists breezed 
into town last week to talk turkey 
to agents and to warn the AGVA 
membership here on loose operation 
of the local. At the Thursday (6) 
meeting with agents, the national 











| and local officers announced an end 


to some of the chiseling agent and 
manager tactics that have been a 
headache for years; and following 
that conclave a new slate of mini- 
mum scales for vaude performers 
was announced, The new scale 
means about a 35% raise for the 
actors. 

Effective Saturday (9), the ‘A’ 
spots will pay principals a minimum 





it will ‘have to be a cabaret-theatre | ™ a 
| tively; and ‘C’ dates will be required 


policy, a la his French Casino, al- 
though he sought to get away from 
it and produce strictly a 9:30 in- 
timate revue, with drinking and light 
Snack (buffet) facilities. This was 
denied by the New York City and 
ABC authorities, which is adamant 
against okaying bars in 
where an admission is charged 
Where it’s an open-gate, with a mini- 
mum or couvert basis, plus dining 
and dancing, that’s something else 
again. 

The Metropolitan Opera House is 
the only theatre which seemingly 
gets away with its champagne and 
liquor bar, but actually the patrons 
step through an alleyway into an- 
other building. 

Fischer found out that for years 
Loew’s and Paramount, for instance, 


1$5 in ‘C’ 


theatres | 


}all costuming. 


had been wanting to get light wines | 


and beer permits for their spacious | 


lobbies, lounges and mezzanines, | 
Where such. public convenienc 
would eclipse the already good gros 
the mammoth picture houses enjoy 


from candy and popcorn privileges. 


Fischer’s 44th St. Roof idea, mean- | 


time, is in abeyance, since it calls for 
an elaborate facelift and interior re- 
construction. 


Delayed Ghost Walks 
For L.A. AGVA Members 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 
Recovery of $2,600 in wage claims 


for members during the last three | 


months was announced by the Los 
Angeles local of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 

Leslie Litomy, executive secretary, 
disclosed 297 new members and 23 
new wage agreements with cafes 
and units, assuring higher wages, 
workmen’s compensation and closed 
shop. New unit pacts carry rehearsal 
Provisions similar to those of Actors 
and Chorus Equity, and a two-week 
Salary guarantee. 


of $55 for six days, $60 for seven 
days, and $12 for one day. ‘B’ spots 
will pay $45, $50 and $7.50, respec- 


to pay $35, $40 and $6. Chorus girls 
and boys will get $35 for six days, 


$40 for seven days and $7 for a single | 


day in ‘A’ situations; $27.50, $32.50 
and $6 in ‘B’ stands; and $25, $30 and 
clubs. 

Minimums for single days in smal] 
clubs (rated as ‘C’) will be $6 where 
the clubs are within the 10c fare 
zone; $7 from there out to 50 miles 
|from Boston; and $8 in a radius 50- 
175 miles from Boston. The new 
| agreement also calls for the em- 
|ployers furnishing chorus talent with 
No artist will be re- 
|quired to do more than two shows 
| per night, unless the management 
| pays pro-rata for each extra per- 
i/formance. All midnight shows will 
ibe extra at the one day minimum 
rate, except on New Year’s 
| which will be double that rate. 


Henry (Cross and) Dunn, national 
treasurer of AGVA, sounded the 
warning of a possible shakeup at 





| 





Eve, | 


ithe mass meeting of members Friday | 


afternoon in the Touraine ho- 
Dunn pointed out that Boston 
| was the weak link in the chain now, 
and that ‘no need for 
situation to exist.’ He said 
lfrom New York will come in 
{take over if things don’t perk 


(7) 
| tel. 
there 1s thé 
a crew 
agd 


11T 
up 


| Queenie Dunedin, of the local ex- |. 


lecutive board; Gerald Griffin, na- 
| tional secretary of AGVA, and Allan 
| Corelli, executive secretary of The- 
atre Authority, also sounded warn- 
| ings against local evils that range 
|from free shows to allowing man- 
| agers to chisel on pay, etc. 

One result of Thursday’s meeting 
| with the agents was that the latter 
| figured they should form an agents’ 
| association, similar to other organi- 
| zations of this type elsewhere. Idea 
would be to cut down chiseling 
|among themselves and to bring about 
|harmony between agents and man- 
| agers. 





Nick Lucas at the Cave cabaret, 
Vancouver, B. C. 


AFES IN ANTIUNION DRIV 





DPERATORS IN (Free ‘Celebrity Nights’ in Cafes End 


URGANIZED DRIVE 


New York, Cleveland and 
Chicago Nitery Men Form 
United Front vs. AGVA, 
AFM 





—_ 


‘SELF PROTECTION’ 





There appears to be a growing 
tendency for nitery operators to form 
associations to combat pressure from 
unions. 


Plus a continued movement in New 
York by cafe men to form an organ- 
ization for ‘self-protection,’ there’s 
an association of the same sort be- 
ing formed in Chicago, with Dave 
Branower, of Harry’s New Yorker in 
that eity, leading a group known as 
the Cafe Men’s Assn. 

Recently in Cleveland, rival nitery 
owners buried all their feuds to form 
the Cleveland Night Club and Tav- 
ern Owners Assn., which now in- 
cludes 25 niteries, with 10 more sig- 
nifying intention to join soon. Two 
of the chief organizers in Cleveland 
are Art Warren, Cabin Club, elected 
president, and Chuck Goldrerg, 
Zombie Club, v.p. 

It’s obvious that the cafe men’s 
associations are chiefly aimed to 
present a united front in any nego- 
tiations with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and the American 
Federation of Musicians. 





Seek to Raise Standards 


Cleveland, Nov. 11. 

Cleveland Night Club and Tavern 
Owners Assn. declares that the non- 
profit association aims to raise stand- 
ards of town’s night spots and to 
give members solid backing in arbi- 
trating some recent union problems. 
First case of this kind came up when 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
asked the new NCTOA to sign a 
group contract. Association objected 
to some of the terms in it and is 
firmly holding out. 

As a goodwill builder, the NCTOA 
is pooling its talent to stage a carni- 
val and ball for Cleveland soldiers 
and sailors when they get their 
Christmas furloughs. 


Cincy Night Club Sues 
For Social Security 
Tax Paid on Bands 


Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 








| ice shows, 
| for some time. 


| ing on this setup (which doesn’t look | 


Suit against Cincinnati’s collector | 


of internal revenue, Thomas J. Con- 
ner, seeking a 
allegedly assessed and ~ collected 
from the Cat and Fiddle Club, Inc., 
downtown nitery, for Social Security 


taxes covering musicians engaged 
from January, 1937, through Novem- 
ber, 1938, was filed Saturday (8) in 
U. S. District Court. 

It is the first action taken here on 
the question of whether a spot hold- 
ing a contract with an orchestra 
leader is liable for social security 
taxes coverin each musician em- 
ployed by the leader. The Cat and 
Fiddle m: ent contend that 
the tax 1 ‘ le again t contract- 
ng band leaders, instead of the 
management with whom the leaders 


| have contracts. 





The Internal Revenue department 
rejected a claim to that effect, in 
connection with an application for 
abatement of an assessment 


May 24, 1939. Federal agency 


. ; 
that the concern contracting for an 


orchestra is responsible for the s.s. 
tax. 


Ruth Craven Renewed 


San Francisco, Nov. 11. 
Although Ruth Craven’s first op- 


+ tion wasn’t due for three weeks, it’s 


already been picked up by the local 
365 Club. 
Songbird 


was booked in for 


refund of $297.94 | 


levied | 
held | 


Nov. 20, AGVA Declares: Corelli To 
Police Ruling With AFRA, Equity Aid 


i. 
> —____.. 





All gratis ‘Celebrity Nights’ in 
niteries will end Nov. 20, according 
to the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. Alan Corelli, Theatre Au- 
thority executive secretary, and 
member of AGVA'’s national board, 
has been chosen to police AGVA’s 
ruling against the free appearances 
of performers. 

With assurance of support from all 
sister unions in the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America, AGVA 
will insist that all niteries using 
‘Celebrity Nights’ pay all performers 
who appear. Those performers get- 
ting Jess than $100 weekly in reg- 
ular salaries must be paid at least 
$10 per appearance; those getting 
more than $100 must be paid one- 
seventh of their regular weekly sal- 


aries. AGVA may insist on pay- 
ments to the performers through 
AGVA so that there’s no chiseling or 
kickbacks. 


American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists has already passed AGVA'’s reso- 
lution against ‘Celebrity Nights’ and 
assures the variety union of full 
support. Equity was expected to do 
likewise at its council meeting yes- 
terday (Tuesday). Screen Actors 
Guild, however, refused to pass the 
resolution, though assuring AGVA 
of its moral support. 

As few film performers make 
‘Celebrity Night’ appearances, AGVA 
feels that its hand is strong enough 
via AFRA’s assured and Equity’s ex- 
pected support. 








JEAN SABLON 


Exclusive Decca Recordings 
Still Appearing at 
PERSIAN ROOM, PLAZA HOTEL 
New York 
Direction: 

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


ICE SHOW B.O. 
CUES CHI CAFES 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

With the Shipstad and Johnson 
‘Ice Follies’ turning in capacity busi- 
ness at the small northside Arena, 
following annual mammoth business 
of the Sonja ‘’enie show in the big 
Stadium, local niteries are ponder- 
ing ice shows anew. 

Colosimo’s is going into an ice 
show policy on its coming produc- 
tion, and there is talk that the Hotel 
Morrison will reopen its Terrace 
Garden, closed for several years 
now, with a similar setup. 

Hotel Sherman’s College inn for | 
many years was a big winner with | 














Dancery Turns Nitery 


In Louisville With Ice 
Show; Can’t Sell Rum 


Louisville, Nov. 11. 
The Madrid, town’s largest ball- 
room, which has been without a 
permanent policy for the last couple 
years, finally is back in the running, 
opening tonight’ (11) with the ‘Star 
Spangled Ice Revue.’ Show had a 
PR Rg Fer ty neltecee run at the Netherland Plaza, Cin- 
out Roselatie eget oa cinnati, and just closed a five-week 
ao ove | ¢ “Te Ag > a 
lished itself as a swing joint follow- | Seatice big re ee eset se 
ing a constant parade of jive orches- | ) 


| Dorothy Franey, two-time member 
tras. Should the trade start slump- | a tina? U. S “Davaiehe pale and 








‘ holder of 11 world speed records; 
likely from this point) there iS POS-| Don Condon and Marge Cruzan, 
sibility that this hotel’s big down- Gene Reichel, George La Vonne, 
stairs room may revert to the ice- | Four Franettes and others. Two 


liey 
show policy. |shows are to be given nightly on 


bs > terie ‘ Teal i + . 
Nabe niteries meg Mie. on - a portable rink over the regular 
ory JQ "ies > whe eS ¢ = ~ 
query agencies on the chances Of | dance floor. Larry Funk’s orch will 
getting some style of freeze show, | 


; “2 be on the stand for the dancing and 
using a muck arena. This was used | chow 


fo. some time in the Gold Coast Due to a State law, the Madrid has 
“CO > ake te] an “Ove : ‘ 
_ - of the Drake hotel and proved | heen unable to procure a liquor or 
fairly successful However, the | peer license, as the spot is just 
Drake RO ONES utilizing the big | across the street from a church. Law 
Gold Coast room, but has a new and | reads that no establishment may sell 
more timate cetiin in the Camelli: e an” ae 
nore intimate etup in tne Camellia hard beverage: if located within 400 
House, which is strictly a rhumba | feet of a church. Private dances 
room and would not lend itself suit-| ang clubs which have engaged the 
ably to an ice layout. 


spot for their affairs invariably wind 
up thei itations with the letters 
‘BYOL’ ‘bring your own liquor,’ 


inv 


N. Y.’s Coq Rouge Back 


To Socialite Singers . 
Coq Rouge, class New York spot, L. A. AGVA Issues Edict 
On Bonds to Insure Pay 


which used to play an occasional deb 





| or society-songstress name, is re- | 
verting to that policy. ; 
Laura Deane Dutton, just closed Hollywood, Nov. 11, 


| policy Nov. 19. 
} 


Six | 
weeks with two three-week options. | 


| 

j 

| 
at La Martinique, re-inaugurates tl Night clubs unable to post cash 
bonds won’t be permitted to use 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
| talent, according to a new ruling of 
the union’s Los Angeles chapter. A 
spot was recently allowed to open 
after posting $8,000 in real estate, 
with the proviso that the cash be 
raised within a few days. But here- 





Benny Davis, Producer 
Benny Davis, who 
with Joe Moss in Miami, is to stage | 
a revue for the Beachcomber, N. Y., | 


was associated 


opening ina couple of weeks. Davis lafter, it’s no cash, no AGVA ap- 
at the same time is turning agent. | proval 


Moss is currently managing direc- 
tor of that spot. 


Several sites are also being cited 
for skimping on AGVA pay scales. 
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Cafe Life in New York 


More About Hildegarde and Her Magic at the 


Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge 























By MALCOLM JOHNSON 


The blond little lady known as Hildegarde is shatter- 
ing records with gay abandon at the Cafe Lounge of the 
Savoy-Plaza, where her following long ago reached the 
proportions of a cult. The rope is up at the door every 
night, the room is always jammed to capacity and it is not 
an. uncommon sight to see her rabid and well-dressed ad- 
mirers standing on chairs in the back of the room in order 


to see her work her magic at the piano. 

Hildegarde’s current engagement at the Savoy-Plaza is one of sev- 

eral which will keep her there for six months out of the next twelve. 
Her achievements there are impressive, even in a field in which every 
one is inclined to speak lightly of broken records. 
She has just completed her third week there and this is what she 
has done: Her opening night broke a record, her first Saturday night 
broke a record, her first Monday broke a Monday record, her first week 
broke the record for a week’s business, but then her third week broke 
that one. And last Saturday night, according to the hotel management, 
was the biggest night in the room’s history. On Wednesday night, when 
we were there, every inch of available space was taken and the dance 
floor was so crowded with tables that Hildegarde barely had enough 
room in which to work. 

Hildegarde is a remarkable performer, a great performer. She has 
showmanship to the nth degree, an unfailing instinct for the dramatic 
and for capitalizing on the unexpected. She is Miss Personality Plus. 
She does not have a wonderful voiee, but her songs do something to 
you, keep you spellbound. We don’t know why, but they do. This is 
artistry, or something pretty close to do. We seem to have said all this 
before, in words or substance, but it still is an incontestable truth. 

HER MATERIAL 

Moreover, Hildegarde is not content to rely on old material, no mat- 
ter how good it may be. She keeps up to the minute with her songs. In 
her current engagement, for instance, two of her most popular numbers 
are from the new hit «Cole Porter musical show, “Let’s Face It’— 
“Everything I Love” and the comedy song, “Farming.” She also has a 
witty new song, “I Said No,” which has a trick surprise ending. Hilde- 
garde always asks her listeners not to reveal the punch line to their 
friends. 

Almost more than any performer we know, Hildegarde has tke 
ability to create a mood, destroy it and create: another. She can switch 
from a hauntingly sad, nostalgic number to one that is gay and light 
and charming—and still hold her audience’s breathless attention. This 
is no small feat in a crowded room where drinks are being served. 


She also sings and plays “The World Is Waiting to Waltz Again,” 
something in the same mood as “The Last Time I Saw Paris,” which 
she did so much to popularize and which her audiences still demand 
from her. 


She does a rousing job with “Mama y Quiero” and concludes with a 
piano swing arrangement of Rachmaninoff’s Prelude in C sharp minor. 


Hildegarde, working with tricky lighting effects (another demonstra- 
tion of her showmanskip), always injects plenty of humor and fun 
into her performances, She prattles gayly with her audience, kids her- 
self and listeners, and recruits ringsiders and celebrities into her act. 
She makes them feel that they are a part of the show—an indispensable 
part. And they love it! She plugs her own recordings outrageously 
but with such good kumor that no one can take offense. Always smartly 
gowned, she acts for all the world as though she were a giddy young 
woman without a grain of sense, thus skillfully concealing the shrewd- 
ness and the keen awareness that are part and parcel of her act. 

She can control the most difficult audience. If, for example, she 
hears a disturbance, she turns and sings or talks in that direction, but 
brightly and without a word of reproof, It is a subtle reprimand which 
always works. 

Hildegarde sings twice nightly at 12:15 and 1:15, except Sundays. Bob 
Grant’s orchestra plays for dancing and accompanies her. Leo Kahn 
is her accompanist, 
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RAMON REACHI SETS 
CHI ACTS FOR MEXICO 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Contracts have been signatured 
here for the appearance in Mexico 
City of several American acts at the 
Folies Bergere theatre starting Dec. 
|5. Set by Ramon Reachi, through 
the Phil Tyrrell office here, are the 








Merriel Abbott dancers, featuring 
|Dolly Thon, and the Tanner Sis- 
ters. 


Money guaranteeing salaries has 

| been placed in escrow in American 
banks, with this protective move 
| necessitated by the stranding of 
| American acts in Mexico in recent 
‘months. Latest Mexican standoff oc- 
|curred in connection with the Folies 
| Bergere itself, through Andre Lasky, 
whose show kited after one week. 
The theatre’s management was not 
held at fault, however. 

Reachi, formerly of the dance 
team of Ramon and Renita, has been 
touring the country with ‘Cantinflas,’ 
star Mexican comedian, looking for 
shows, acts and names. 


Mutual Aid Pact 
In Philly Sealed 
By AGVA, AFM 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, on Friday (7) entered 
into a formal agreement with the 
Philly local of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists whereby members 
of both unions will be forbidden to 
work in any spot employing non- 
union actors or musicians. 

It is the first such agreement en- 
tered into by Local 77 with any 
other union other than the IATSE, 
which has a tieup through the inter- 
nationals of both unions. AGVA and 
AFM have had an unofficial under- 
standing here for the past two 
months under which members of 
| both groups have sought to get cafe 
owners to agree to union shops, but 
under new setup, it is mandatory 
that members of the two unions 
walk out if non-unionists of the 
other craft are employed at their 
spot. 











Agents’ AGVA meeting 

The agents have showed signs of 
softening up in their attitude toward 
the union by agreeing to meet with 
AGVA for the first time in several 
months. A preliminary meeting was 
held Thursday night (6) between 
the executive board of the Enter- 
tainment Managers Association and 
AGVA’s executive council. Another 
meeting will be held within two 
w6eks. 

The EMA, which had been going 
along on a strict non-recognition 
policy regarding AGVA, is seeking a 
group franchise for its members. 
AGVA is standing pat on the de- 
mand that each agent be forced to 
make an individual agreement with 
the union. 


Pitt’s Stanley Theatre 
Will Stick to Bands 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 
The Stanley theatre date Jimmy 
Dorsey had to cancel last month 
when he went to Hollywood for a 
spot in Par’s ‘The Fleet’s In’ will be 
played out at WB deluxer week of 











Bouche Booking Girls in NY. for Miami 
Nitery; Vague on Transportation 





Albert Bouche, proprietor of the 
Villa Bouche, northside Chicago 
roadhouse, is interviewing showgirls 
at the St. Moritz hotel, New York, 
for a night club show due to open 
New Year’s Eve in Miami. His pres- 
ence and activity became known 
when he inserted a classified adver- 
tisement in the New York Times, 
reading: 

MODELS, showsgirls, beautiful, 

attractive, with good back- 
ground, to wear gorgeous cos- 


FRISCO’S NITERY MUDDLE 


Club Moderne Up for Sale, Stairway 
Announces Reopening 











San Francisco, Nov. 11. 

With the Club Moderne still dark, 
its operator, Joe Morello, reportedly 
is trying to sell, with several takers 
interested. 

Meanwhile, the Stairway to the 
Stars is back in gossip circulation. 
Athough statement is scoffed at in 
other quarters, former operator Joe 
Tenner claims he will open ‘in about 
two weeks’ with Lola Lane and 
Sammy Cohen as the talent. 





La Martinique Switches 
From Intime to Girl Show 


Following the renewed cycle of 
production shows in niteries, Dario 
& Vernon’s La Martinique, New 
York, will inaugurate a girl show in 
place of its regular intime entertain- 
ment starting Nov. 22. Dario him- 
self will stage the show. 

Dorothy Fox is tentatively set to 
direct the ensemble dancing. 

Prior to production show, the 
nitery tomorrow night (Wednesday) 
preems a layout toplined by Imogene 
Coca and including William Archi- 
bald and Estelle and LeRoy. Milton 
Douglas will h.o. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 11. 

The Will Rogers Sanatorium had 
an outstanding Holloween party. 
Gifts were donated by many down- 
town merchants. Patients from the 
Northwood and Adirondack sans 
were special guests. Prizes for per- 
formances awarded to Harry Clif- 
ton, Hazel Smith, Dickie Moore, 
Charles Diago, Milton Weeks and 
Harry Martin. 

Leandra Renzler looking mighty 
pert after - vacash to the Big Town 
and attending the wedding of her 
little sister. 

George Marshall all mended after | 
an appendix cut. Expects to leave | 
for home (Hartford) in a fortnight. 

Teddy Hyder, former soubret, an | 
Oakland, Cal., product, doing okay | 
in Jacksonville, IIL, after a mess of | 
operations. 

Walter Nutter, outstanding ume | 
peter of this actors’ colony. who 
tooted with Bryce Lavigns’ local | 


|orch, now doing a mess of tooting | 


| Nov. 14. Although Dorsey’s theatre | 


} 


|his film job and subsequent record- 
| breaking engagement at Palladium, 
|Los Angeles, ballroom, he’s coming 
|here at pay called for in original 
| contract. 

After experimenting with couple of 
lunits among band engagements, 
| Stanley has decided that its bread 
and butter is strictly in name orchs 
and will concentrate on them in 
future, using vaude type of shows 
only when absolutely necessary. 





Mpls. Goes Name Bands 
Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 

Local Orpheum is going in exclu- 
sively for name bands for its stage 
shows. Here on an inspection tour, 
Morgan Ames, Mort H. Singer’s gen- 
eral manager, said that these name 
bands still are the best draws by far 
and, besides, little else with any box- 
office value now is available. 

Orpheum currently has Orrin 
Tucker, with Will Bradley under- 
lined for Nov. 20 and Lawrence 
Welk the ensuing seven days. The 
only other stage show the theatre 
has had so far this fall and winter 








was Horace Heidt, 


| salary has jumped considerably since | 


| 


for Uncle Sam at Fort Benning, Ga. 

Eddie Shovan and Nick Palratus | 
shuttered the Durgans’ nite spot and | 
off to Miami to open a hot dog-with- 
entertainment stand. 

Clem Hayes, ex-theatre manager 
of Utica, got a general checkup at 
the Raybrook sanatorium. Medico 
said he could go back to work 

(Write to those who are ill.) 





Postpone Texas Casa Voting 
Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 11. 
City Council has postponed indefi- | 
nitely the voting on bonds to maa 


ditfon old Casa Manana. 
Latter was started with the Texas 
Centennial Celebration in 1936. 


tumes for one of the smartest 

shows in Miami Beach, Fla.: sal. 

ary $50 per week; long engage. 
- ment. Phone Albert Bouche, 

Wickersham 2-5844, Sunday, 2 to 

4 p. m. 

Models applying for jobs were 
told it was not a fashion, but a the. 
atrical, show. Membership in the. 
atrical unions is unnecessary, 
Bouche is informing girls. He is not 
informing them how they get to and 
from Florida. His reply to the ques. 
tion is quoted by one inquiring 
model as ‘if you’re the type, getting 
there is a matter of pennies. We 
don’t need to discus~ that.’ 


Bouche’s latest method of seeking 
talent through a semi-blind ad in the 
Times is in keeping with his reputa- 
tion for the unusual in the theatri- 
cal profession. In Chicago he sel- 
dom booked through regular chan- 
nels, but would instead pick up acts 
never before in Chicago through di- 
rect overtures in New York, Detroit, 
Florida, etc. His Villa Bouche, be- 
cause of its geographic isolation, long 
practiced the policy of having show- 
girls live as well as work on the 
premises. Many showsgirls didn’t like 
this policy. 
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nIN 
HARMON 


America’s Number One 
Jitterbug Singer 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


“A pert looking young 
brunette with skads of vital- 
ity, Ginger Harmon sells her 
stuff with a wallop... her 
present jitter brand of Vocal- 
izing is entertaining... 
chiefly for her infectious 
animation and_ unerring 
rhythm sense... her breezy 
manner, excellent diction, 
and the way she builds a 
number to climax . . . with 
her distinctive style... 
could develop into a head- 
liner.” 

Hobe. 


OPENING TOMORROW 


(Week Nov. 13) 


LOEW’S STATE 


NEW YORK 


Personal Manager 


JACK EDWARDS 


Arthur Grossman Office 
1619 Broadway, New York 























TITO CORAL 


International Baritone 
NOW APPEARING 


NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTEL 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Thanks to Paul Small and Monte Proser 
Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Memphis Policy Shift 


Memphis, Nov. 11. 
Claridge hotel is shifting its Bal- 
inese Room policy from ice show 








Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years| 49d dance band to continuous music 


ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1921 | 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews | 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were | 


playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book- 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume ef the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 


(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Nov. 11, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


If ‘opposition’ is doing for other Keith houses what it has done for the 


Palace, Keith's should engage the Shuberts on a salary to keep their | 


houses open with vaudeville all the year around. The Keith people have 
met the Shubert vaudeville competition in the very best manner possible 


—with immense bills that have not alone smothered the opposition but | 
have increased the weekly gross to record-breaking figures. At least at the | 


Palace, New York, and the reports are the same from other Keith oppo- 
sition city points. 

This week, with its two holidays, the Palace will likely take the box- 
office record, Nowadays the Palace is crowded to the ropes at all shows. 
The bills there are tremendous for vaudeville 





quantity and mammoth in salary. Last week’s show at the Palace was 


said to have cost $11,000. 


Opposition is keeping the Keith bookers on their toes, and they have | 


time for little else beyond their books. To many of the Keith booking 
men this is their first opposition siege and they now know what work 
means. 

The Palace bill this week has not the substance of other recent weeks 
and doesn’t need it, in view of the holidays. A couple of changes, one of 
the headliner, knocked things a-kilter at the opening performances. Tues- 
day Sophie Tucker, who was doubling and couldn’t conveniently make 
the first half closing spot at the Palace, went farther down, into the sec- 
ond part, with Frank McIntyre and Co. (New Acts) given that position, 
making it better for Mr. McIntyre, if anything. Eddie Leonard was the 
absent headliner due to his attempt to work too soon after his illness. He 
had to leave his bill Friday last week. 


Another out was Krantz and White, who tripped on the No. 2 spot. 
The Jean Granese Trio came down from the 8lst St. to double in the 
position. The story around following the two boys’ exit was that they 
had gone upstairs in the booking office after they vacated Monday to 
protest, and found all of their time removed for walking. 


Tuesday evening it didn’t matter much how the bill ran, as election 
returns were thrown on the sheet between turns. The Palace had slides 
with the printed names of nominees and the count written, making the 
deciphering easy. The returns brought little enthusiasm, as Hylan was in 


before election started; but the Democratic trend upstate, unmistakably | 


against the Governor Miller control, caught attention. 


The show started after the newsreel, with Doris Humphrey and a com- | 


pany of five (New Acts) in a classical dancing number of six dances that 
seemed to drag it out a bit, but the half was held down through Beatrice 
Herford, No. 4, giving but two bits, her ‘At the Employment Agency’ and 
the ‘Ten-Cent Store. The house would have liked another, but Miss 
Herford cut it short. The ‘Employment Agency’ is probably Miss Her- 
ford’s most satirical monolog. It must have been written by Miss Her- 
ford with private functions in mind. Were it not for the broadness often 


there are many vaudeville houses that might get the satire the wrong | 


way. It is very clean, sharp and laughable and in points her best. The 
‘Ten-Cent Store’ caused loud giggles in different isolated sections of the 
house, as though the holiday crowd held patrons who were most thorough- 
ly familiar with the type of salesgirl represented. 

No. 3 held Nat Nazarro, Jr., and his band of six besides Helene, a singer, 
and a male plant. It was the second act with a plant, as it was the first of 
the two turns on the bill carrying a band. Young Nazarro has worked 
his turn into a fast, pleasing turn that moves with such swiftness there is 
always something different doing. The young man is steadily improv- 
ing as a performer, not so much in his work as the way he sells it, and 
that, after all, counts for a lot, if not the most, on a vaudeville stage. 
Nazarro ran the act into the hit of the first part and could have taken an 
encore, though he didn't bow or beg for it. 


The other plant act was the Granese turn that is not unlike the Roy La 


Pearl act in the outline of its opening, the only difference being the | 


woman upon the stage with Grenese as against the man with La Pearl. 
The three Graneses got over strongly when the tenor started his war- 
bling, and he clinched the hit with the encore. 

In the second part were Johnny Dooley and Co., Mosconi Brothers, 
Ernest Ball, Sophie Tucker and Co, and Davis and Prelie, closing. Sime. 
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tremendous in quality and | 


with alternating bands. 
First brace of orchestras, opening 


| Wilson’s band from the Brown Hotel 
| in Louisville and the five-piece 
rhumba outfit of Dinorah, a gal 
leader with four guys behind. Dot 
Franey’s ‘Star Spangled Ice Revue,’ 
with Larry Funk orch, closed Thurs- 
day night (6). 


4 NAME BANDS SET 
BY QUIMBY THEATRES 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Harvey Cox, general manager of 
the Quimby Theatres, Ft. Wayne, 
jind., was in town last week on sev- 





| 
| 
| 


(eral deals for stage shows. 
Set for the next few weeks are 
|the Ben Bernie orchestra, Mildred 


| Bailey with the Red Norvo band, 
| Will Bradley’s and Lou Breese or- 
| chestras. 





Eddie Smith Named 
| Easiern Rep for Levey 


Eddie Smith, vet agent, has been 
appointed eastern representative of 
the Bert Levey Coast booking of- 
fice. 

Smith will book acts for the Levey 
vaudfilmers on the west coast, in- 
cluding the Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco; Orpheum, Los Angeles; Or- 
pheum, Vancouver; Orpheum, Spo- 
kane, and Palomar, Seattle. 


Martha Raye’s P. A.s 


| Martha Raye checks into New 
| York Nov. 17 for a week at Loew’s 
| State. 

Six more weeks of personals fol- 


| low in the east. 














Bill Jordan and George Kent re- 
| turn to their Bar of Music in Miami 
| Beach, Fla., early next month. Holly- 
,; weod spot will be kept going with 
| Felix de Cola and Roger Aubert pre- 
siding at the Steinways. 


Friday night (7), comprised Woody | 


‘Unit Director Sues 


Mrs. Penner for 256 





H wood s Copa Bites (256 Gold) Dust 





But Two More Tempt Nitery Fates 


Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

Suit for $25,000 against Joe Pen- 
ner’s widow, Eleanor, was filed here 
by Jack de Sylvia, producer of stage 
acts, charging fraud. 

Plaintiff alleges Mrs. Penner in- 
duced him to move here from the 
east to direct unit stage shows and 
discharged him after five weeks. 


More Stringent 
Rule Vs. Cafes 





Recalled in Pa. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 

The Pennsylvania Liquor Board 
this week made an about face on its 
announced plan to abandon the 
scheme of accepting $10-a-day fines 
from niteries and taprooms which 
violate the liquor statutes in lieu of 
closing them up during periods of 
license suspension. 

Frederick T. Gelder, chairman of 
the board, announced Saturday (8) 
that the practice would be continued 
in order not to create hardships to 
establishments for minor violations, 

‘If the violation is not of the flag- 
rant variety,’ Gelder said, ‘we will 
use our discretionary power and al- 
low night club and taproom owners 
to take the option of paying the $10- 
a-day offer in compromise rather 
than close them up. Such an arbi- 
trary procedure would put many out 
of business.’ 

The State has collected hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in fines under 
this system. Several Philly spots 
have been given as high as 100-day 
suspensions, which meang a tap of 
$1,000 to stay open, 


Hollywood, Nov, 11. 

The blinds were drawn on ane 
other night club last week when 
Mack Gray’s Copacabana, on the 
Vine street site which used to house 
Monte Proser’s La Conga, called 
quits after two and a half months. 
William Beatus, New York milliner 
and iessee of the property, paid 
$25,000 to find out that Glamour- 
ville is just another hick town as 
far as night life is concerned. Gray, 
shadow for George Raft, gave up 
only his time and, contrary to re- 
ports, Raft is out only a few night's 
sleep. Beatus went for the full rap. 


Makeover of the room, in the 
decor of the South American origi- 
nal, ran up a tab of $12,000. Nor- 
man Miller, who p.a.’d the spot, is 
carrying around a promissory note, 
which, when negotiable, will add an- 
other red ink entry. 

Undaunted, however, by the long 
list of nitery casualties is Felix 
Young, who’ll take another whirl 
with the Trocadero. He reopens the 
Sunset Strip room Nov. 27 with an 
all-Negro show headed by Duke El- 
lington’s band, Katherine Dunham 
dancers and Lena Horn, who's being 
ballyed as the sepian Carmen Mi- 
randa. Roosevelt hotel’s Blossom 
Room makes another try for the 
trade with Harry Owens’ Hawaiians, 
opening Nov. 12. The last venture 
failed to show any profit and Owens 
pulled stakes for a summer season 
at the Miramar in Santa Monica. 

The smart boys are predicting a 
long list of folderoos after the holi- 
days when the spenders start holing 
up their coin to meet the tax rap in 
March, 





V-Y 6'4G, 3 Shows 

Milwaukee, Nov. 11. 
Veloz and Yolanda, with their 
‘Dance Americana,’ played the 1,500- 
seat Davidson here Friday and Sat- 
urday (7-8) to absolute capacity, 
grossing an estimated $6,500 in three 

performances at $2.75 top. 

State teachers’ convention, with 
13,000 schoolmams in town, helped, 

of course, with many turned away. 
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Hanovia lamp. 





“ USED to loathe wintertime,” says lovely Hildegarde. “What 
with late hours every night and harder work, my resistance 
always fell off and I'd lose energy and vitality. But since I've 
gotten in the habit of taking a Hanovia sun bath everyday, I 
feel like a million... gay, healthy and happy.” 


One of Hildegarde’s greatest attractions is her spontaneous 
vitality... her vivacity. And to help nurture this natural charm, 
she relies on her Hanovia Alpine Sun Lamp. Daily Hanovia sun 
baths are famous for their tonic effect... for helping imbue tired 
bodies with pep and vigor. Because of Hanovia's patented quartz- 
mercury tube*, it brings you a// 12 bands of ultraviolet, and 
it is this health-giving ultraviolet that activates Vitamin D, that 
is so beneficial to us during the winter. Remember, no other 
lamp gives you anywhere as mucheffective ultraviolet asa 


To help keep in prime condition and gain an attractive, healthy 
tan, do what Hildegarde does—take a daily Hanovia sun bath. 


HANOVIA ALPINE HOME SUN LAMP 


See Hanovia Lams at department, electric and medical stores and our showrooms, 


Chemical 
HANOVIA i 
' Newark,N.J. 


Reveals 


*WHY 





out many 


+ 


NEW YORK 
155 W. S7th St 


CHICAGO 
? East/Lake St 
DETROIT 
5013 Woodward Ave 


BOSTON 
134 Federal St 


one of the 


DIFFERENCE IN 
SUN LAMPS! 


The Hanovia patented 


like tubes. The outer casing of 
these tubes, because of their 
glass composition, cut 


ful ultraviolet rays. 
Write Dept. T-1 for 


free booklet, “Your 
Place In The Sun.” 














THERE’S A 












uariz-mercury tube 
rings youall12 bands 





of agg tay ro 
more effective beaithful rays 
than any other make of sun Prices from 
lamp. $64.50 F.0.8. 
Ordinary sun lamps have bulb- Newark, N. J. 


of the health- 






SAN FRANCISCO 
455 Powell St 

PHILADELPHIA 

1924 Chestnut St 


NEWARK 
N.J. RR. Ave. & Chestnut St 
GANADA 
86 Bloor St. W.. Toronto 





1 
q 
i 
{ 


osm fe 








52 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 12, 191] 





“MUSIC HALL, N. Y. | 


Muriel Gray, Louise Fornaca, 
Nicholas Daks, Ballet Corps, Glee 
Club, Amelia Gilmore, Capt. Heyer. 
Jan Peerce, Rockettes, Symphony 
Orch with Erno Rapee; ‘Appointment 
for Love’ (U), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ 
Oct. 29. 

As is almost invariably the case 
the current Music Hall stage show. 
has all the sumptuousness, taste and 
flawless skill that make the produc- 
tions at this house unmatched in the 
show world. Nearly every. turn 
would do credit to the most dis- 
tinguished Broadway legit effort as 
regards showmanly expertness, while 
technically the production easily sur- | 
passes the best Broadway or any 
other theatre has to offer. To the 
habitual spectator, the near-perfec- 
tion of Music Hall presentations be- 
comes so regular that one presently 
tends to take it for granted. 

There’s nothing unusual about the 
current show at the Hall—that is. 
nothing unusual for the Music Hall. 
It is handsomely staged throughout, 
with few exceptions beautifully cos- 
tumed end in such matters as light- 
ing, soured amplification and ‘or- | 
chestral accompaniment, presented | 
with a technical craftsmanship un- | 
rivaled at any other house in the! 
country, or probably in the world. 

Opening number is a four-part 
ballet called ‘A Toast to Bacchus.’ | 
Against a brilliant horn-of-plenty set- | 
ting by Bruno Maine, it features a 
graceful, c'eanly-executed (and 
garishly-costumed) solo turn by 
Muriel Gray and an effectively deco- 
rative adagio bit headed by Louise | 
Fornaca and Nicholas Daks. As} 
always, the ballet group displays | 
enormously impressive training and | 
ensemble proficiency. And _ the! 
choreography is ingeniously con- | 
trived to utilize the vast stage dimen- | 
sions. 

The Glee Club, always excellent | 
vocally, has in the last couple of | 
seasons made striking improvement | 
in gaining movement and ease on 
the stage. The result is evident in the | 
second number of the show, in which 
the first portion, a special song with 
lyrics by Albert Stillman, ‘Working | 
Our.Way- Through College,’ is super- | 
bly presented for choral and visual | 
effect. Second portion contains an| 
indifferent tap dance by Amelia Gil- | 
more, but even that reveals resource- 
fulness in the staging. 

With another notable setting by | 
Maine, this one a forest scene, the 
next number has a special, topical | 
value. With the horse show open-| 
ing at Madison Square Garden a} 
few blocks away on the same day | 
as this stage bill, the presentation of | 
Capt. Heyer and his trained horse, | 
which prances and dances to music, | 
is a timely click. It’s also given a 
shrewd intro by having a pack of| 
hounds trotted across stage to a} 
sound track of baying dogs. 

Concluding number is more or less 
in typical Music Hall pattern, but is | 


a trifle more ambitious and better | 
dressed than usual. Setting in an 
imposing-looking English manor | 


house-style hunting lodge, with the | 
Glee Club, in red-coated hunting | 
togs, lending atmosphere and the! 
Rockettes, in arrestingly becoming | 
yellow and blue costumes, displaying 
their characteristic, faultless pre-| 
cision dancing. As a finale, Jan 
Peerce, recently returned from a tri- | 
umphant engagement with the San | 
Francisco Opera, sings two incan-| 
descent tenor solos, ‘La Donna e 
Mobile,’ from ‘Rigoletto,” and the 


serenade from Romberg’s ‘Student | 


Prince.’ Hobe. 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 6. 
5 Maxellos, Consolo & Melba, Jack 





Leonard, Northwest Mounties, Barr | 


& Estes, Hi-Neighbor Girls (12), 
Eddie Schultz’s House Orch. Gene 
Moore; ‘Westpoint Widow’ (Par). 





The Mainstreet, downtown deluxe | 


theatre, after being dark for three 
years, opened tonight, (6) 
local management, with 


Stage offerings. Revue is titled, ‘Hi 


Neighbor,’ and it’s well named, with | 


the line girls, the various acts, mem- 
bers of Eddie Schultz’s house or- 
chestra, stagehands and even the 
ushers wandering through the aisles 
with this friendly 
the opening minutes of the layout. 


Offering starts fast and doesn’t lag | 
during its more than an hour's do- | 


ings. It’s good popular-priced enter- 


tainment produced in a showmanly | 


manner. Gene Moore entertains 
briefly on the theatre organ with 
music to match memories of bygone 
days in this notable house. The 
attractive line girls take their cue 
from Moore's friendly ‘Hi Neighbor’ 
and bring on Jack Leonard, hearty 
hefty m.c. ais 

Warren Foster, Glenn Mornin and 
Wallace Sandburg, billed as Roval 
Northwest Mounties, entertain with 
The Rangers Song,’ ‘Great Day’ and 
The Beguine.’ They’re okay and got 
results at this catching. Barr and 
Estes feature their standard soft- 
shoe dancing and impersonations to 
Win a deserved hand. 

Leonard continues to clown 
throughout proceedings, getting by 
strongly. The line, nicely costumed, 
as it is throughout the production, 
flawlessly performs a complicated 


| usually 


under | 
’ Will J. | 
Harris producing and directing the | 


greeting during | 


‘Smoke Get'’s In Your Eyes’ routine 
in support of dancing team, Consolo 
& 


'and Melba. 


Top-billed Maxellos (5) show ex- 
cellent reason for the readlining. 
Their acro turn becomes hilarious 
with addition temporarily of a sixth 
Maxello in the person of Leonard. 
Fo> laughs this bit tops the produc- 
tion. 

Finale 


number. 


is a well-staged patriotic 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Jimmie Lunceford Orch (16) with 
Dan Grissom; Miller Bros (2) & Lois, 
Velma Middleton, Bill Robinson; 
‘Rags to Riches’ (Col). 





Bill Robinson and Jimmie Lunce- 
ford’s crack crew, with only two 
outside acts, had this hour-long lay- 
out pretty much to themselves over 


| the weekend (house uses only week- 


end shows), and between them made 
it a strong-selling slice of entertain- 
ment. Robinson, on last, 
routine of gags and stepping that 
he’s offered for some time, and hit 
home solidly. 

Matchless dancer, when 
that had never seen him work. 
Their hands seemed tied in awe by 
the trademarked steps contained in 
his “Tea for Two’ routine, usually 
greeted by bursts of applause, and 
in each instance it wasn’t until he 
had finished that the appreciation he 
generates showed itself. 
Then it was hefty. Same thing ap- 
plied to his other routines, gags and 
chatter. 

Lunceford’s combo of five sax, 
three trumpets, three trombones and 
four rhythm was in its usual solid 
groove, but its numbers could have 
been better routined. Most of the 
things it used here followed the 


| usual pattern of plugging his recent 


recordings: ‘Yard Dog Mazurka,’ 
‘Peace and Love for All,’ ete. ‘This 
Love of Mine,’ a current pop, was 
used but there were none of the 
standard Lunceford arrangements of 
the old days. One or two would 
have rounded things out. 
fault to be found with the playing 
of the combo was its drummer. He’s 
good, but in backing up vocals he’s 
inclined to be too heavy, constantly 
drawing attention away to himself. 


Miller Bros. and Lois, more or less | 
standard colored tap dancing act, | 
sounds on paper like it might have | 


conflicted with Robinson with so few 
other acts on the bill. But it didn’t. 
Trio comprise a classy and excep- 
tionally well rehearsed, likeable 
turn, offering clean unison and show- 
manly challenge work. Girl and 
boy dance on tops of platform spell- 
ing Miller name and toss in two ses- 
sions on narrow, raised platform to 
walk off with strong audience re- 
turns. 
felma Middleton, 
Smith in poundage, isn’t too strong 
on vocal ability, but she handles hre 
heft much in the way Andy Kirk’s 
June Richmond does, with Harlem 
terp breaks, etc., and sells her stuff 
easily. For her size she’s light on 
her feet. Forced into an encore. 
Biz fair. Wood. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 








U..s 
assisting convoys out of Newfound- 
|land,. President Roosevelt’s speech 
stressing civilian efforts on national 
defense and Charles A. Lindbergh’s 
taik at the America First rally in 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., top 
|the program offered by newsreels 
| here this week. Otherwise, most of 
| the coverage is monotonously rou- 
tine. 
| News of Day did a fine job on the 
moving pictorial story of how 500 
members of the American military 
aviation service operate to protect 
| convoys carrying shipments to Great 
| Britain and Russia. Trim scripting 
j}and narration help. The President’s 
talk proclaiming National Defense 
| Week starting Nov. 11 was roundly 
cheered when caught, while Lind- 
bergh’s speech received a_ surpris- 
ingly limited number of boos. Para- 
|} mount handled both impartially. 

Fox Movietone contributes the 
sole football game, the pro upset of 
the Chicago Bears by the Green Bay 
| Packers in Chicago. It’s neatly cov- 
ered photographically with deft nar- 
ration by Ed Thorgersen. Same reel 
covers strike at the Air Associates 
| plant in New Jersey. Pathe weekly 
| depicts the Duke of Gloucester in- 
|Specting latest fortifications at 
| Gibraltar. News of Day’s material 
| from Russia isn’t much, except prov- 
ing that Nazis are losing material 
and men through capture. Universal 
again clicks with its Buffalo monkey 
comic, this time hunting a Thanks- 
giving bird. 

R.A.F. pilots being reviewed by 








| Britain’s King and Queen and three 


| fatal airplane crashes in U. S. and 
|Canada, both from Fox, also are a 
little above the usual array of de- 
stroyer launchings, peanut festival, 
doll shows, etc. 

|_ ‘Front Line Children’ is the new 
|; Reagan ‘Tex’ McCrary screen edi- 
torial, being much duller and more 
disjointed than usual. It’s a plea 
for help for children of war-torn 
Europe, but it’s neither news nor 
entertainment. March of Time’s 
} latest completes bill, Wear. 





used a | 


caught, | 
seemed to be playing to an audience | 


The only | 


colored Kate | 


sky fighters on patrol duty | 


ROXY, N. Y. 


_——— 


Archie Robbins, Helen Reynolds 
| Skaters (8), Diane Davis, Joey Faye, 


Poke) 


| Estelle & LeRoy. Marian Belett 
'& English Brothers (3), Esquires | 
|(12).Gae Foster Roxyettes (24), 
Paul Ash House Orch; ‘Week- 


from her brief appearance, whole 
thing’s strictly stag. In addition, 
where does any presentation come 
to use two teams of male dancers 
(Red and Curley plus Moke and 
so much alike? Takes way 
from each of them and neither of 
the two helped their cause much by 


| staying on way beyond both their 


P to : ; 
end in Havana’ (20th), reviewed in| allotted time and welcome. 


‘Variety,’ Sept. 17. 





With sturdy support from 
‘turns such as the Reynolds Skaters 
(8) and Marian Belett and English 


Bros. (3), plus Joey Faye’s stutter-| 


ing screwball comedy, 45-minute 
stage lineup this week is geared for 
satisfactory audience response. Busi- 
|ness was good at this catching. 

Archie Robbins, still holding over 
las m.c., barely gets by with indiffer- 
‘ent comedy material until he rings 
‘the bell with his parody, ‘What 
| Became of the Irish of Notre Dame.’ 
|/Teams up later with Faye, both 
registering for laughs on a comedy 
‘routine that also has an unbilled 
|cop character in briefly. 

Miss Belett and English Bros. re- 
main a very funny trio in their 
‘standard acrohoofing stunts. They 
|are the standouts on bill. 


Earlier the Helen Reynolds skaters 
;come on with nifty roller-skating 
' formations, splitting into twos, threes 
land fours for adagio and other nov- 
lelty twirls. 
| abbreviated costumes and went over 
| big. 
| Estelle and LeRoy (New Acts), 
| dance team, fill bill nicely while 
| Diane Davis (New Acts), eccentric 
| songstress, finishes, to moderate re- 
|/turns when caught. 
| Esquires (12) and Roxyettes (24) 
are in and out for a couple of num- 
bers, some used to background 
Estelle and LeRoy in a ballroom of- 
fering, winding up with a smash fi- 
nale in sailor costuming. Mori. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov, 5. 
Duke Ellington Band (12) with 
\Ivy Anderson and Herb Jeffries; Cass 


| 











| Daley, Olympic Boys _ (3); Peggy 
|\O’Neill House Line (12); Charles | 
|Kaley’s House Orch (13); ‘Father 
| Takes a Wife’ (RKO). 

Sixty-eight minute show, with 
two bands, provides staging prob- 
lems which apparently were only 


| partially solved at the opening. Cur- 
tains part on house lines with 
Charles Kaley’s house band in the 
pit. After usual opening routine, 
curtains close on a long stage wait 
while Olympic Boys’ bar act sets up. 

Flip trio has cooked up some new 
twists, leaps and spins on the hori- 
zontals, landing solidly. Tieup with 
the Examiner causes another slow 
spot as band solos the American 
Weekly’s latest giveaway song, 
‘Honey Bunch.’ 

Cass Daley, 
Advertised as doing 


follows. 
stuff, 


held over, 
all new 


one number, ‘Family Album,’ 


this top-hole trouper. 

As latter bows off, 
stage where Duke Ellington has been 
set up. Excellent lighting helps the 
Ellington intro. 
concert opens with 
Train,’ after which 
vocalizes ‘Miss in 
‘Jump for Joy’ (from 
musical of that name) 


Welle chifte to 
Aite ov 


music Sn 


‘Take 
Herb 
Calico Gown,’ 
Ellington’s 
and ‘Fla- 


the 


solo opportunities in 
Clinkers.’ 


derful, 


four song sockeroos, ‘Somebody Else,’ 
‘It’s Nothing,’ a telephone novelty 
introducing a clicko talking trumpet 
and ‘I’ve Got It Bad.’ Miss Ander- 
son has a rich speaking as well as 
singing voice and sells her stuff 
strongly all the way. Whole band 
generates plenty of enthusiasm and 
puts across the impression of having 
a good time while jiving. 

Biz big at opening. Wern. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 7. 

Erskine Hawkins Orch 
Spots, Red & Curley, Moke & Poke, 
Ida James; ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G). 





Too much sameness about this lay- 
out; at opening everybody seemed 
to have the idea that they had the 
whole day in which to do their stuff. 
Result was a performance that ran 
around 80 minutes and had the mob 
pretty well done in by the time the 
Ink Spots, who closed, got around. 
Although they -did six numbers, at 
least last couple of them were forced 
and they could have swung into that 
ill-advised finale, singing of ‘Star 
Spangled Banner’ with entire au- 
dience rising, way earlier. Some- 
how, idea of a quartet that one mo- 
ment is giving out with the jivin, 
and the next going into the national 
anthem, doesn’t figure. 

Show is also badly in need of some 
s.a., and could use a pair of pretty 
legs or two. Hawkins has a gal 
singer, Ida James, rather nasal al- 
though okay on the eyes, but aside 











Eight gals are a flash in|} 


| 


| 


' 


Hawkins, whose band is made up 
of five saxes, four trumpets, three 


solid | trombones, piano, drums, bass and 


guitar, is in the hot and low down 
tradition of his colored baton-wield- 
ing bretrren, bt still lacks the 
polish of the Luncefords, Ellingtons 
and Calloways. Music’s spotty, and 
whether fault’s in the arrangements 
or the personnel isn’t readily dis- 
cernible, but frequent effectiveness 
of orch indicates it may be prin- 
cipally in the former. Hawkins has 
some crack specialists in the steel 
guitar player, a couple of saxists, at 
least one tromb, his own trumpet, 
of course, and his pianist, Avery 
Parrish, who pounds out five min- 
utes of sock boogie-woogie in a spot 
all his own. 

After an over-arranged opening 
‘Lady Be Good,’ Hawkins goes into 
‘Nona,’ which he announces as one 
of his recordings, and then brings on 
Red and Curley. They’re a couple 
of crack hoofers but could cut the 
later stuff with the drums and stick 
to the legology, in which they excel. 
Gal vocalist next with ‘Beau Night 
at Hotchkiss Corners’ and ‘Daddy.’ 
Her appearance is dissipated by pipes 
that are very ordinary and even a 
little grating. Parrish follows on 
the ivories, then Moke and Poke. 
Likewise crack hoofers but they’re 
not helped any by coming on closely 
after Red and Curley. 


Customers are pretty well sur- 
feited when the Ink Spots skip out, 
but boys warm ’em up a little with 
‘Java Jive’ and ‘Do I Worry’ al- 
though returns are nowhere com- 
mensurate with those their last time 
around. Not the Ink Spots’ fault, 
however; it’s the layout in general. 
From ‘Worry’ they move into ‘With- 
out a Sweetheart,’ ‘Keep Cool’ and 
‘World on Fire’ before surprising 
everybody with “Star Spangled.’ 

Max Adkins’ house orch is in the 
pit for an okay overture. Biz ex- 
cellent, with house full up at get- 
away despite poor weather. Cohen. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 8. 
Tucker Orch (15), Body- 
guards (4), Sally, Darlene & Mary, 
Eddie Rice, Ambassadorettes (3), 
Jack Bartell, Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl 
(2), Bonnie Baker; ‘Married Bache- 
lor’ (M-G). 


Orrin 








| 


| 





| trio of attractive gals, 


With Orrin Tucker’s gang doing 
most of the work, this show is 
crammed full of entertainment. Go- 
ing in for novelty stuff in a big 
way and having the personnel to put 
it over, the Tucker orchestra rates 


she repeats last week’s act save for |highly on its present showing. Show 
but | manship, song, music and all-around 
just so long as it’s the irrepressible | diversion are supplemented by a 
Miss Daley, it makes no diff to the | pair of first-rate other acts, the Am- 
payees; they go nuts as usual, over | bassadorettes 


and Walter ‘Dare’ 


a 
Oa 


The Bodyguards, 


Sally, Dar- 


l lene and Mary, vocalize well during 


mingo.’ Rest of the band gets ample | 


(16), Ink | 


The ensuing expert | various numbers. Tucker is his usual 
A | pleasing self and his emceeing, con- 
Jeffries | ducting 


and singing 
customers’ enjoyment 
‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ is a 
| snappy tune for the Bodyguards and 
three girls. Then Eddie Rice, from 


enhance the 


‘Blip-Blip,’ | the band, lands solidly with a come- 
‘Back the Bear,’ and ‘Concerto for |dy song, ‘She Don’t Want To.’ Music 
Verily, weird and won-j|and vocalizing are temporarily in- 


|terrupted by the Ambassadorettes’ 


Ivy Anderson, only other specialist }sensational somersaults, cartwheels, 
to get billing, winds things up with | handsprings and acrobatics. Topping 


| off their fast act, the girls jump rope 
|by means of handsprings. 

| Jack Bartell, the band’s featured 
|singer; has ’em clamoring for more 
|after ‘Yours’ and ‘Rocking Chair,’ in 
\latter he’s joined by glee club. Al- 
| though used here before, the lighted 
|notes floating through space in con- 
nection with a depiction of various 


|band styles still score heavily. 
Tucker's singing of ‘How Many 
limes,’ ‘I Need Loving’ and ‘Do 


Something’ meets merited approval. 

The band also has retained its il- 
luminated steins novelty number that 
traces the evolution of stein songs. 
The customers continue to go for it. 
As usual, Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl is a 
showstopper with his acrobatic 
clowning and difficult balancing 
feats. This act provides the major 
portion of the show’s mirtD and it’s 
more than sufficient, the fun attain- 
ing bellylaugh proportions when the 
two men get tangled up with each 
other. 

It again devolves upon wee Bonnie 
to close the job and she’s still equal 
to the occasion. Her reception 
seemed as enthusiastic as when she 
appeared jin this same theatre in her 
heyday a year or more ago. Singing 
along, with Tucker -and with the 
Bodyguards, she rattles off a ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’ medley, and 
‘Kissable,’ ‘Daddy’ and ‘I'll Always 
Be in Love,” ‘Do I Worry,’ ‘What are 
Little Girls Made Of,’ ‘My Resistance 
is Low’ and ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes 
at Me.” They were still applauding 
for more when the feature picture 
was flashed on the screen. 

A wellfilled lower floor at the 
opening Friday afternoon. Rees. 








———, 


STATE, N. Y. 


Harrison & Fisher, Sheila Barrett 
Desi Arnaz, Gaudsmith Bros. (2)’ 
Joey Adams, Four Comets, Ruby 
Zwerling house band; ‘Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde’ (M-G). 








It’s a dreary show the State offers 
this session. There are a few bright 
spots in it, provided principally by 
Sheila Barrett, but as a whole it 
runs off slowly and without the 
sparkle and zip essential to top. 
grade entertainment. A socko m.e, 
might be the catalyst needed to set 
it aflame. 

Joey Adams (New Acts), making 
his Broadway teeoff, is the me, 
chosen by the State, apparently in a 
coin-saving mood. He brings on five 
more-or-less reliable turns, but it’s 
all so uninspired. 

Miss Barrett, fairly enough, is in 
next-to-closing. Mime, making her 
umpteenth Broadway appearance, 
provides several familiar and not- 
so-familiar sketches for pretty good 
results. There are Gertie Lawrence 
and Ethel Barrymore lunching to- 
gether in Schraffts; a would-be hot- 
shot femme with a blind date and 
Miss Barrett selling Government 
bonds and meeting just all sorts of 
people, my deahs. Bonds bit ends 
on a patriotic throat-catching note 
that’s moderately clicko. 


Ballroom terpers Harrison and 


Fisher, who played the State as far’ 


pack as nine years ago, are in the 
blowoft spot. Turn is geared for top 
dramatic effect, via lighting, costum- 
ing and general routine, starting 
with the unusual opening in which 
the mazdas go up to find the femme 
against a side drape and the guy in 
a sensuous pose confronting her. 
They drop their impeccable evening 
clothes and change to colorful cos- 
tumes for an ‘impression’ of the 
Russian ballet as a finale. It’s all 
highly sophisticated, perhaps too 
much so for the State. The turn 
came off very mildly on response 
when caught. 

Desi Arnaz (New Acts) is seen in 
a Latin-warbling, guitar-strumming, 
bomba-thumping session to provide 
some of the more zestful moments in 


the show. Gaudsmith Bros. (2), 
with their comical trained French 
poodles, are standard and usually 


good for a greater number of laughs 
than they got at this catching (final 
show opening day, Thursday). 
Another w.k. turn is the Four 
Comets, skating team of two guys 
and two gals. It’s the usual spins 
held by one leg, etc., plus a routine 
in which one of the men is ‘teaching’ 
the other to skate. Bit is terribly 
slow and, so near the beginning of 
the show, it might be partially re- 


| sponsible for taking some of the edge 


off the remainder. 


Biz n.s.h. when caught. Herb. 


CHICAGO, CHI 
Chicago, Nov. 8 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (15) with 
Bob Eberly and Helen O'Connell, 
Bob Evans, Tip, Tap & Toe; ‘Never 
Get Rich’ (Col). 





Jimmy Dorsey's orchestra remains 
among the top-flight swing organiza- 
tions. And business here indicates 
it. Socko arrangements had this 
youthful audience jumping for joy, 
’ As usual, Dorsey’s sax and clarinet 
work come in for its share of spot- 
lighting and plaudits. 


Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberly 


continue as the Dorsey vocalists, 
getting strong receptions on their 
fine voicing. 

Besides the Dorsey aggregation 
there are two acts, both standard 
and good. Bob Evans, as_ usual, 
registered strongly with his ven- 


triloquial turn. He works well with 
his dummy, having a flock of laughs 
throughout, though occasionally he 
slips through some bad-taste gags. 
Tip, Tap and Toe remain a fine 
colored tap trio. Current date 18 
particularly tough for them due to 
the load of dancing by Fred Astaire 
in the picture. By the time this 
trio gets on the audience has been 
well saddled with dance stuff. But 
boys overcome this competition 
Business fine at last show Friday 
7). Gold. 


AGYA Strike Threat 
Vs. Mpls. Gayety Flivs 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 

A threatened American Guild of 
Variety Artists strige against the 
Gayety, playing modified stock 
burlesque, was called off when the 
organization found it lacked Juris- 
diction over the house because 8 
Burlesque Artists Assn. affiliation 
had been established. 

Ted Brown Alch, local AGVA oF 
ganizer, had threatened to picket the 
theatre when L. T. Lewis, its man 
ager, refused to sign an AGVA con 
tract or to permit his performers to 
join the organization, but backed up 
after the BAA took a hand in the 
controversy. 
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Latin Quarter, Boston 


Boston, Nov. 5. 
Cross & Duna, Barbara Blane, 
Nitza & Ravel, Alphones Berge, Line- 
irlg (11), Anthony Bruno’s Orch 
(10), Don Rico Rhumbaleers (5); 


$2-$3-$4 minimum. 


Lou Walters did all right last two 
seasons in his compact version of the 
Latin Quarter, but when he unveiled 
this expanded edition Bostonians 
were bug-eyed at the lavish layout. 
By taking over an adjoining garage 
and sinking a rumored $150,000 into 
the new room, Walters provided the 
customers with one of the most gor- 
geous niteries in New England. De- 
signed by Rube Bodenhorn, who has 
tricked up most of the major night 
spots here, the new club has every- 
thing that would attract the stay-up 
meb. The decor is Regency, in coral, 
puff and grey, with transparent vel- 
vet hung with great abandon on 
walls and ceiling. The house band 
plays on a wide stage, the show is 
produced on an elevated stage, front 
and center, and the tables are ter- 
raced to permit good vision from 
anywhere. Traveler curtains, good 
stage lighting facilities and colored 
fountains all add to the eye-filling 
effect. 

The main rdom has a capacity of 
425, and last year’s room takes care 
of the overflow (more than 200). 
The plush-lined and mirror-ceilinged 
cocktail lounge handles another 150. 
In the three weeks it’s been open, 
the new Quarter has had the ropes 
up most of the time. Minimum on 
weekday nights is $2, and on Satur- 
davs it’s $3 or $4, depending upon 
the importance of the football games 
in town, etc. 

Current show features Cross and 
Dunn, who wow the supper crowd 
with their gusty parodies. When 
caught, their best bet was a little 
business about Pepsi-Cola, attuned 
to ‘Amapola.’ ‘5 o’Clock Whistle,’ 


with operatic breakins, and a cus- | 


tom-made version of ‘Hut Sut’ are 
other clickers for the vocal duo. 
Novelty act is Alphonse Berge, 


wrapping yard goods around some | 


shapely numbers from the chorus. 
Did three single costumes, then a 
triple-header on three models for 
the finale. 


manly. 
Nitza and Ravel are the dance 
team, displaying finesse in waltz, 


conga and garnering nice applause 
for their Mexican folk dance finish. 
Barbara Blane, control-acro dancer, 
has two spots in the show and her 
beauty and talent add zest to the 
doings. 

Linegirls, doing routines staged by 
Boots McKenna, have three num- 
bers. Opener is a rhumba-conga- 
samba idea, with costuming a great 
help. A candlelight novelty, themed 
to ‘Set World on Fire’; and the foot- 
ball finale are the other two line 
numbers. Miss Blane opens the show 
with a vocal of ‘It Must Be the Latin 
in Me,’ which she gets across com- 
mendably. 

Between the dance sets of Anthony 
Bruno’s orchestra, the music of the 
Don Rico Rhumbaleers keeps a fair- 
sized contingent on the floor. In the 
cocktail lounge two vocal teams 
alternate, with satisfactory results, 
Hum and Strum (from radio) and 
Escudero and LaPlata maintaining 
the ‘good neighbor policy.’ Fox. 


PALUMBO’S, PHILLY 





Philadelphia,’Nov. 5. 

Marty Bohn, Nancy Lee, 3 Pep- 
pers, Kaye & Grey, Frances Car- 
roll, Keller Sister (2), Smythe & 
Dolores, Yvonettes (6), Howard 
Reynolds Orch (8); no cover or min- 
imum. 

Frankie Palumbo’s nitery in South 
Philly, practically a landmark here 
(it claims to be the 
cabaret—57 years under the owner- 


ship of the same family), has re- | 


Opened after a four-month hiatus 
during which it was considerably 
modernized. Palumbo, however, has 
managed to keep the old-fashioned 
features which have made the spot 
one of the most popular in town. 
There’s still the ‘happy-birthdays’ by 
the band; the ‘welcome 50th Ward 
Democratic Ladies Bridge Club’ 
signs, gratis cakes for anniversaries, 
etc., all of which give the place its 
homey touch. Also, there’s Pal- 
umbo’s elegant brand of hosting. 

The opening show has plenty of 
Spice, much of which is supplied by 
the swingy Three Peppers. Sepia 
trio, apparently tireless, are crowd- 
Pleasers, playing innumerable re- 
requests. 

The Keller Sisters, familiar duo 
&round Philly cafes, harmonize nice- 
¥Y on pops, More vocals are pro- 
vided by Frances Carroll, well- 

Own here via her air shots. She’s 
currently featured on WIP. 

Kaye and Grey are a comedy team 
of femme laugh-getters in a novel 
turn, a takeoff on two old maids 


Brief, snappy and show- | 


Deadpan, they yodel the tricky lyrics 
of a tune titled ‘We Want men,’ get- 
ting plenty of palm-thumping. 
Marty Bohn, veteran nitery comic, 
|and his partner, Nancy Lee, filled 
in opening night for the ailing m.c., 
Chick Mullery. Going on with only 
scant advance notice, Bohn handles 
the pilot chores with dispatch. He 
has a seemingly endless stock of 
,8ags, some on the blue side; they 





Palumbo family trade. A parody on 
‘Set the World on Fire,’ as sung by 
a refugee, is in poor taste, and would 
best be ,left unsung. Miss Lee, 
Bohn’s wife, acts as his foil. 

The production numbers, with the 
Yvonettes (line), are okay, the cos- 
tumes being new and colorful. Dance 
routines are handled by Paul Flor- 
enz, The music department is cared 
for by Howard Reynolds’ crew, a 
standby at Palumbo’s. Henry Patrick 
vocals with the crew. 

Added starters at the opening show 
were guest shots by Mills Brothers, 
Nicholas Brothers, Three Stooges 
and Dolly Dawn—who were appear- 
ing at the Earle during the past 
week, 

House filled to capacity (500) at 
the teeoff show Nov. 5. Shal. 


ELDORADO CLUB 


(CLEVELAND) 


Cleveland, Nov. 1. 


Jimmie MacKenzie’s Orch (4), 


1 $1.50 minimum. 





Between Aggie Auld’s authentic 
|Hawaiian dancers, Jimmie Mac- 
| Kenzie’s dyed-in-the-woél Islanders 
on the piano, the Eldorado Club has 
made itself the town’s No. 1 tropical 
rendezvous. 

What has  spurted 
;power of this intimate spot, 
iwas formerly a private theatrical 
club, is that impresario Herman 
Pirchner recently let down the bars 
ito John Q. Public. Being built within 
ihis Alpine Village, the swank spot 
upstairs created quite a problem 
iwhen_ heavily - heeled customers 
| kicked about not being given mem- 
| berships, 
| Given entree now, rubber-neckers 
are starting a gold-rush run on the 
|place to gawk at the visiting theatri- 
cal celebs who make the Eldorado 
their hangout. Although small in 
size, its exotic bamboo and palm 


autographed sketches of stars cre- 
ate an atmosphere of smart glamor 
that has an undeniable fascination 
jeven for sophisticates. 

Effect is artfully heightened by 
MacKenzie outfit, which strums out 
ingratiating Hawaiian melodies with 
a great deal of native fervor and a 
sweet lilt. Four musicians are hand- 
|some lads who know how to sing. 
| Particularly the leader, whose tenor 
voice is professionally clear, and Mel 
Paterson, whose lush baritone gets 
ithe romantic gals a bit gooey. It’s 


|tiny piano out of the floor and begins 
jiving the ballads. One of the town’s 
best key-pounders, he’s also an 
amusing comic whose musical take- 
off on ‘Rain’ and Dorothy Lamour 
are plenty caustic. 


| Miss Auld’s hula exhibitions have | 
Aithougnh ; 


ia sock all of their own. 
ishe’s on the hefty side, the saronged 


vibrancy, a slickness in her vivid 
numbers that Makes most  hip- 
shakers look like amateurs. There’s 
not an iota of offensiveness even in 
'her most torrid pagan dances, since 
she wisely plays up to the femme 
clients by inviting them to join her 
hula contests. It’s far from a novel 
stunt, but it always gets the floor 
jammed with torso-shakers. Pullen. 


COLOSIMO’S, CHI 


Chicago, Nou 6 
Lamb-Yocum ‘Ice Parade of 1942’ 
(8). Fashion Show (9) B iddy Le : 
Walter Ridge, Bette Wharton, Mur- 
ray Twins, Adele Henny Henri 
Lishon Orch (8), Don Lang Orch 


(6): $2 ”? MUM 


vorld’s oldest 


This is the first ice show for Chi- 
cago niteries in several years, They 
have real ice here 


instead of the 
synthetic stuff usual in niteries, and 
show is presented well on an elevated 


|stage. A satisfactory novelty on its 
lown, it doesn’t, however, go far 


enough on the entertainment. side. 
Runs somewhat under 30 minutes 
and there isn’t much that eight 
people can do to give it flash or 
variety. 

Costumes are bright and _ the 
meagre line of girls gives distinction 
to the few performers who comprise 
the acts. 

Best worker is Buddy Lewis, speed 
and trick skating artist who does a 
i fine job despite the restricted space. 
| His barrel-jumping is particularly 
| great shakes, 

Walter Ridge, comic, wants to do 
{more talking than skating. His talk 





should have been cleaned up for the | 


Aggie Auld and Kenneth Rasmussen; | 


and Kenneth Rasmussen cutting in| 


the drawing} 
hich | 


tree props, South Sea aquarium and| 


hot stuff when Rasmussen pulls his | 


former film dancer still has a warm} 


himself with some trick skating for 
any results. Bette Wharton, baller- 
ina, goes over nicely. Marliss and 
Margie Murray are nifty looking 
twins who do well with a doll num- 
ber. Adele Henny works nicely in 
a drum majorette routine. Leading 
the show are Gladys Lamb and Rube 
Yocum, who confine themselves to 
a ballroom ice skating number. 
After this is over, a tieup with a 
local fur company brings on eight 
models with various fur coats for a 
skate-around. This fai to get over. 
Henri Lishon’s orchestra is stand- 
ard in Chicago nitery circles; current 


| Lang orchestra plays for the rhumba 
mob. Gold. 


DRUM ROOM, K. C. 


(HOTEL PRESIDENT) 


Kansas City, Oct. 24. 
Manuel Ovando’s Cuban Ensem- 
ble with La Milonguita & Carlos 
Campos; Eve Brian, No Cover. or 
Minimum. 


The President’s new Drum Room, 
opened less than two months ago, is 
already establishing itself as the 
conga and rhumba spot of the town. 
Began with booking of first musical 
group which happened to be conga 
favored and caught the conga clique 
taking to the room. This gave a hint 
to policy to be followed. for future 
biz, and the Ovando crew for a four- 
week stand is the answer to the 
patrons. 

The Drum Room is making no 
pretense at being a club, but aims 
at different entertainment for the 
supper and dance patrons. In this 
compact group of six there is enter- 
tainment unusual here, for all are 
native Cubans, and the rhythms and 








;}group is highly satisfactory. Don} 


New 


DESI ARNAZ 
Singer 
|7 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

From La Conga, N. Y. nitery, to 
|‘Too Many Girls’ to Hollywood and 
|back to Broadway is the saga of 
|Desi Arnaz. Personable Latin lad, 
who also has done one previous turn 
'at the Roxy with Lucille Ball, his 
wife, provides some of the happier 
moments of the State show this 
week, although his singing voice is 
| nothing to stir music lovers. 

Arnaz’s strength les in that 
i femme - attracting south - of - the - 
| border smile and his unrestrained 
bomba-banging. Also those swing- 
ing hips and other body movements 


| 





ish. He starts with a medley, then 
takes up a guitar to do a*slow, mys- 
jterious thing called ‘Tabu,’ and 
}winds up slappMmg his elongated 
{drum with such vigor his tie came 
|loose when caught. It’s a good 
' finale. 


| It will take a bit more Hollywood 
{buildup to make this a socko turn on 
| the hinterland circuits, although as a 
jnitery artist (at the head of a band 
at La Conga), Arnaz has elready 
proved himself. -Herb. 


‘JACK LA RUE & SISTER 

Songs, Talk, Drama 

15 Mins. 

| Million Dollar T., Los Angeles 

| A smartky contrived act gaited to 
appeal to film fans and keep this 
ifairly well-known screen menace 


{ 
i 
' 


ersonality in theatregoers’ eyes be- | 
- } 


of a gent vaccinated with the Conga. | 
Almost all his warbling is in Span- | 


Aets 


JCEY ADAMS 
| Comedy, M.C. 
| State, N. Y. 

This is Joey Adams’ initial appeare 
ance on Broadway—and he doesn’t 
allow the audience to forget it for 
a moment. What difference it makes 
to a casual spectator from the Bronx 
or Binghamton whether this is any 
performer’s first or millionth appeare 
ance on the Stem, except perhaps 
for a minor mention, is obscure. To 
use the apvroach as a means for 
milking applause is out of line. 

Adams lacks laugh-grabbing gags, 
To his credit is that most of the gags 
he uses are original, but apnarently 
it’s the tried <1d true ones that stiil 
|get the chuckles. Adams is a fast 
and smooth gabber in his introes, 
but he wasn't able at this catching 
to smash over his own stories in the 
manner of the more experienced 
re'n-handlers. 

He is a pleasant looking guy. 


Herb. 


ESTELLE and LeROY 
Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Though not in the Now Aet files 
this mixed terp teom has been 
around and verferms wich assurance 
and fiexibility. Estelle is a lithe, 
capable danseuse attrac.:vely gowned 
in red, while LeRoy is in evening 


;dress. Both are adept in ballroom- 
ology and conzarhumba_ routines. 
They're ideal for cafes and hotel 


|} rooms, where their personalities will] 
| register even better in the intime 
;environments. Team just closed at 
'the swank Fefe’s Monte Carlo, N. Y. 
Impressed favorably in one num- 


| musical numbers are authoritatively | tween pictures. Placing of his pretty | ber backgrounded with group of 16 


Latin-American. Main 
this sextet is this Caribbean rhythm, 


of the day and the standby fav®. 
It’s essentially a light group with 
work consistently on the soft side, 
naturally following from the instru- 
mentation of piano, accordion, trum- 


pet, string bass and bongos. Manuel 
Ovando handles string bass, with 
|Ramon_ Escorcia, trumpet; Marcos 


Riso, piano, and Juan Darlini, ac- 
cordion. La Milonguita and Carlos 
Campos front for the ensemble and 
| work mostly as a team, vocalling, 
dancing conga and rhumba exhibi- 
tions and beating the bongos and 
maracas. It all totals to a well-knit, 
versatile and adequate group of en- 
|tertainers, suited to this intimate 
| spot. 

| Eve Brian is featured vocalist at 
| cocktail matinees and between sets 
in the evening, featuring her own 
| piano accompaniment. Quin. 


ALGERIAN, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Oct. 24. 

Beale Street Boys (4), Sybil & 
| Sonya, Latins from Manhattan (4); 
$1-$1.50 minimum. Weekends. 

| Prints 

|. Latest addition to the expanding 
nitery scene here, the Algerian, 
located in the Mt. Royal hotel in the 
| residential fringe around the down- 
itown sector, is an intimate room of 
175 capacity. Holding circular bar 
built around a stage from which 
entertainment is dished out, rest of 
ithe room has tables on several levels 
and a peewee dance floor which is 
also taken up by tables on big nights. 
Decor is in keeping with the name, 
although lighting at present is a bit 
too bright for size of room. 

| Under experienced direction of 
A. A. ‘Slim’ Pavese, policy calls for 
intermittent 


informal trade. 
up for capacity limitations. 

Opening show is dominated by the 
Beale Street Boys, colored quartet 
singing to accompaniment of lone 
uitar. Lads look wel] and give out 


og 
with okay arrangements of musical 





|}comedy and spiritual tune Main- 
ltain a nice balance throughout In 
lecided contrast are Latins from 
M tt tri ntal yursome 
iwhe ve ( ona Y ed I et 
b O ] 4 1 I 
Bx ell enoug!] ylume 
0 heavy r e of t ( p. Sell 
I il 1 tn} ocal ¢ two 
ace nee = ! ~ y 
no al Vi il due é il 
¢ and l ¢ ( eque 
With « I l! Oo! u rade 
this defense boom town, ev ro 
should make the grade on strength 
lof weekend doings alone. Burm. 


Injuries Caused by Patron 


Wins Stripper $700 in Suit 


Deiroit, Nov. 11. 

Charging that ker figure was her 
means of livelihood, and that it had 
{been marred plenty, Rita West, 25- 
year-old striptease dancer, was 
'awarded $700 damages in her suit 
against the proprietors of the Gay- 
ety Bar here. She originally had 
sued for $10,000. 

Miss West's suit was based on the 
contention that a lush patron had 
\tripped her, causing her to fall 
| against the bar and suffer permanent 


who'd like to get a couple of men.’ is pretty sad. Ridge has to content / scars. 


but folio also carries the pop songs | 


entertainment with a| 
modestly scaled bill of fare aimed at | 
Turnover has made 


| was good showmanshin on the part 
of the film actor. Besides possessing 
a fine voice, with which she nicely 
puts over several 
numbers, the brother-sister combo 
in this instance seems to fill its de- 
sign for sympathetic appeal. 

La Rue opens the act solo, dis- 


cussing his last picture, ‘Hard Guy.’ | 


Sister follows with a couple of sweet 
inumbers. After some chatter be- 
| tween them, Jack does the ‘last mile’ 
scene from his ‘Hard Guy’ film un- 
|der a green spot, while the sister, 
|off stage, does a fine job with a ren- 
|dition of ‘Ave Maria’ for the close. 
Mac. 


semi-classical | 


feature of} brunet sister, Emily, in his suppor) from the houce Esquives end Roxy- 


; ettes, and again strictly on their own, 
|F-eellent for both niteries and 
| theatres. Mori. 
DIANE DAVIS 

Songs, Comedy 

5 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Songstress, essaying travesty on 
operatics aimed for lruchs, fails to 
impress in that deperiment. Girl 
hasn't sufficient vocal power or polish 
to sell difficult material of that type, 
though seems likely to develop. 

Switches to straight opera for a 
windup, which brings better re- 
i} sponse, but not overly strong. Mori, 




















| Chi Opera Opening 


! 
| 
a. | 
omc ontinued from page 41 — 











Opera House in several years. 
Scenery and staging were ail 
socko, with the gross for the show, as 
at the opening, being $14,000. 
Smith. 


‘ upera it i s { enes) 
Jacques Offenbach book b Felix Lren- 
tano and Lou Verneuil, lyrics y MM: 
FParquahr presented in ne Ene h ve 
sion by the New Oper: Co at the 44i} 
Street theatre, N. Y¥., Ney. 5, °41; condue- 
tor Antal Dorati; tag ‘ j 
Brentan horeographer, Teor Schwezoff 
ehoru master Herbert Winkler; scener 
and costumes, Marco Monted 

Cast: Ralph Magelssen, John Tyere, Caro- 
lina Segrera, Clifford Newdahl, Ruby Mer- 
cer George Rasel Anr Lipton 


heatre 


ner, Paul Best and Igor Schwezoff, 


Last of the four works to be pre- 
| sented by the New Opera Co., ‘La 
| Vie Parisienne,’ is a distinct dis- 
appointment for lovers of grand op- 
era. The work, completely rewrit- 
ten, is a hodge podge containing 
some of the music originally used 
by Offenbach and many new num- 
| bers from other operas, the fine fla- 


vor of the old French opera being | 


lost. As given Wednesday (5), the 


work cannot even be termed op- 
eretta, being akin to a long and 
te us Broadway musical 
The presentation, per se, was ex 
cellent The cast see ed e of it 
r while sett al cost ( ere 
tT Sta t A J i « 
one, Vv e of ( 
Baron B« ‘ ( acti vas 
on a Dal th ) ation 
Be | ( ( t ) 
Ge ge Rase Ine iet Opera 
( c te i ( ¢ y ling 
¢ ered en 1 ] f 
h part well. In the male con- 
tingent, Ralph Magelssen and Clif- 
ford Newdahl were impressive as 
actors, but fell short of vocal re- 


quirements. 

Carolina Segrera was a disappoint- 
ment vocally. Ruby Mercer, who 
was heard locally in the Met spring 
season some years ago, was adequate 
as Evelyn, Newdahl’s daughter. Ann 


Lipton was a cute singing vixen as | 


Gabrielle. Norman Roland was tops 
dramatically as Georges. 
under Anatal Dorati played 
well. 
Original story, completely de- 
| based. presented a picture of two 
‘rich Frenchmen seeking to win a 
prized horse from an American mil- 
lionaire. Some of the newly added 
lines are appropriate, referring to 
the lease-lend bill and added taxes, 
| but for the most part it fails to 
jell. An overlong second act is quite 
dull, Smith. 


fairly 








shown at the New York Metropolitan | 


Thomy n, Norman Roland, Leon Li lle | 


“ | 
Orchestra 


Unit Review 





Midnight in Manhattan 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N, C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 7. 
illy Wade & Don Lasley, Los 
Argentinos (6), Kokn & DePinto, 
Barth & Meir, 3 Insomniacs, Barnett 
Twins, Manhattanettes (8), Gay New 
Yorker: band (6): ‘Scattergood 
Meets Broadway’ (RKO). 


Three bang-up acts make Linton 
| DeWoife and Bob Huks Page's ‘Mid- 
night in Manhattan’ one of the best 
units to play Charlotte this season. 
The entire show moves at a fast pace 
and total effect is pleasing 

Best received act was the whirl- 
wind acro turn of the Los Argentinos 
troupe—four meii and two girls. The 
act, revolving around father of 
group, consists chiefly of pyramid- 
building and acrobatics; it’s success- 
| ful not for the material used but for 
the’ razzle-dazzle manner of pres- 
jentation. Act is greatly enhanced by 
musical background furnished by the 
Gay New Yorkers band. 

Billy Wade sc6red solidly in two 
comic turns His first, with Don 
Lasley, is built around Army sit- 
uation, with Wade using a ‘plumber’s 
friend’ and a pot a rops. Wade 
himself adept at timing, de- 


I 
prove a 


ering lines with nasal twang that 
adds to their effectivene Material 
food and he kandle } le ng 
that } ] ct th him, 
( es act with cc ppl! Wade 
eturns later wit Lask ind Kohn, 
atter of Kohr d DePinto, for a 
ag th a gal from linge 
Kohn and DePinto turn in a sock 
periormance on tne ill-too-brief 
l turn, with Ke fiddling and 


DePinto on accordion 3oys have 
plenty showmansh p and had audi- 
€ 
} 


nce with them from opening num- 
er. They mugged through a medley 


of oldies and wound up by getting 


audience to join in on ‘Harvest 
Moon, their infectious enthusiasm 
putting it over with a _ reluctant 


house. 

Barth and Meir are so-so in a 
;teeterboard and hand-balance turn. 
Performance is good but could be 
much improved through showman- 
ship. The Barnett Twins, from the 
liné, are pleasing in a vocal turn. 
| Three Insomniacs, men from the Los 
{Argentinos troupe, open with a 
| comic tumbling act which, though 
|g00d in spots, has an amateurish 
; tinge. Line, well-trained and above 
javerage, is on four times, with best 
|being opening in a tennis racquet 
routine. Biz good when caught. 

Just. 


eo mene 


, nays 
en eee re hee t 


~ ew ee 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 12, 


194] 








Variety Bills 


WEEK < NOVEMBER 14 


Numerals in connection with bills below 


indicate 
show. whether full or split week. 














- . floral (13 only) 
Jean Be ni Co | 
Paramount et dee || 
(Two to fill) 


FREEVORT 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (12) 
Bill 
Jimmy Lunceford O 
Miller Bros & Lois 

Velma Middleton 


MIAMI Erskine Hawkins Bd | | Wilkie & Dare 
Olympia (12-15) CHICAGO } Jack Carter ° 
é Chicago (14) Jenkins & Plowboys 
Srepery & Bar ween Orrin ‘eer Ore WARTFORD 
e n> BOSTON State (14-16) 
Se & Ravenand Metropolitan (14) ! Ink Spots 


gies Terry 
tubby Kaye 
DES MOINES 


Paramount (14-17) 
E Carroll Vanities 





DAVENPORT 
Paramount (18-20) 


KE Carroll Vanities 


Robinson I 


Xavier Cugat 


=rskine 

STATEN ISLAND | 
St. George (18 only) | ,; Tt King & 
Ink 


} Freeport (14 only) 
- -WREPay Jean Bedini Co 
POUGHKEEPSIE | Tarry Daniels 
Bardavon (19) 'Mary Vachen 
Ink Spots | (Two to fill) 


Hawkins Bd GLEN COVE 
Cove (13-15) 
Arlina 


Spots Ltrown & Tee 


Ore Erskine Hawkins 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (14) 


eddy Powell Orc 
Sydell & Spotty 
udson Wonders 


7) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (14-17) 
Jan Savitt Orc 
llan Carney 
ack Leonard 
eVal, Merle & Lee 
(7-10) 


ill Robinson 
Lunceford Ore 
Her Bros & Lois 
‘elma Middleton 
PH(LADELPHIA 
tarle (14) 
Shaw Ore 
Colstons 


rtie 
he 


(7) 
ovier Cugat Orc 
aul & Eva Reyes 





Raul & Eva Re Mole & Poke 
Larry Adler Reds & Curley 
Jay & Lov Seiler Ida James 
Ken Christy Choir NEMPSTEAD 
SOUTH BEND Hempstead (11-12) 
Palace (19 only) H King & Arlina 
Tommy Dorsey Oré Brown & Lee 
Henny Youngman Wilkie & Dare 
Tack Carter 4 
Jenkins & Plowboys 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (13-16) 
Duke Art, Jr 
Burton & Kay 
Henny Youngman 
Heat Waves 
6 Gravs 
Hal Sherman : : LYNBROOK | 
Ken Christie Choir 


Stanley (14) Tarry Daniels 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore | Mary Vachon 
Nip, Tap & Toe (Two to fill) 


Bob Evans 
7 


I . . 
Erskine Hawkins O| Joe Venuti 

Moke & Poke |The Blanchards 
Red & Curley Al Gordon’s Dogs 


Roxyettes 


Lester Oman Majestic (18-20) 
Brown & Ames 4cromaniacs 
Canestrellis Viola T.ane 
Stuart & Lea Bert Walton 

(7) (Two to fill) 
Roxyettes (14-17) 
Geraldine & Joe Ted & Flo Vallet 


( 


yreat Gretonas 


P 


Lynbrook (15 only) | 


PITTSBURGH Jean Bedini Co 


NEWARK 
Adams (13) 


nk pina Andrews Sis 


PASSAIC 
Central (13) 
Lewis Ore 


PATERSON 


WASHINGTON 


Earle (14) Ted 








Zelda Sentley 


inky Tomlin Reed & Manhat’ites 


Richard Lane 
Shayne & Armstr’g 
Marcellita 
PITMAN 
B’way (15 only) 
John Fogarty 
6 Cardovas 
(T®%o to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(14-16) 
Dolly Dawn Ore 
Al Trahan 
Mills Bros 
Desi Arnaz 
Martez & Dalita 
REARING 
Astor (74-15) 
Powder & Lip Rev 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (14-15) 














|Iris Karyl Terry Lawlor Village Barn oewne & Knott 
|Irene Kaye Dr Marcus Anthony Trini Ore Ricard 
Grooverneers 3 Sophisticates Jose & Mona Wivel 
Bobby Bérnard Ieeland Restaurant | P & F Cunningham |Connie Joyce 
Dick Lewis Ore D vy Whit 
. ann ite 
Greenwich Village | yiijdred Jocelyn * ATLANTIC CITY 
Inn | Beuval & Tova : 
Vera Nova Cle Belllag Tr C'aridge Tote! Al Franc's Ore 
Gertrude Bond tea’ is Layne (Mayfair Room) Sue Mitchell 
t , a S Marty Magee's Ore 
Judy Rudy ted Eddy Ore ee ee Ritz Carlton Hotel 
Geraldine Gale Angelo Ore Club Nomad (Merry Go Round 
i om — oes | aot caren MP | Tiny Kaye pom) 
Harlem endezvous Bway Restauran Helene Francis | Bddy Mo 
; » rgan Ore 
opening day of aoe Sian Meee A teie Mane \How'd Montgomery |” > 
| Princess Valda Irv Carroll Mile Rorie | Traymore _— 
i}Columbos Or | Adrian Rollini 8 Manny Davis Ore wil Mii am Madden 
| Robbe Caston = e &§ President Hotel Village Sediieer 
Phil & Audrey | Kelly's Stable vm (Black Horse Pike) 
; eta Retty Behr (Round the World a 
i itert Walton | Johnny aylo om Sakiew Room) Don Gibson 
Case Bros & Hazel | Savannah ¢ hurehill rey Tantum Pedro Albani Ore Mildred Laverne 
PHIL LDEELEIA Reeve Sis ar — ~F Paddock Int’ Madeline Hart 
Carman (14) | Spordoe-O-De King Col 9 ncaa nt'l Hap Brander Ore 
\ illine i : ore Lorita m A 
The Billingtons Havana-Madrid oe Marie Kibbey Gables’ Inn 
| Parry Collins Joe Marsala Ore | ge Vicki Cooper (Black Horse Pike) 
Ross & Lalierre Carla & Fernand | Noro Morales Ore me F 
Colden 4 Carta J ermane? | jack Harris Ore Paddockeers Ore Nan DeMar 
] te Jac é - * - ‘ : Pin 
Fny’s (14) seal "eaters tert Price ne So Wetel Stanley mien 
ae se Filipe De Flores Vonna Co (Palm Room) Joan Clark 
3 Seilors ; - Peter Birch 
Jul & Kiki : 
Diana Rowland eat Rabal Carlos & Carita LOS ANGELES 


Di Gatanos 

Evelyn Brooks 

Marquita & Pancho 

§ Congaettes 

Don Richards 

Wally Wanger Gis 
La Marquise 

Consuelo Flowerton 

Frances Connolly 

Al Carr Ore 


La Martinique 


Chiquitico & E 
Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Ore 

Larry Bennett 3 

Mercedes 

Carol Boyd 

Rollin Smith 

Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 

Emil Coleman Ore 


Band Box 

Pete Snyder 
Lilly Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Johnny Howard 
Ann Triola 
Billy Lankin 

Biltmore Bowl 
Bob Shea 
The Duffins 
The Velascos 


Paul Neighbora Orc 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
‘It’ Cafe 

Dave Forrester Orc 

Macambo Cafe 


Maggi MeNellis Dario & Vernon Frank Paris Edwardo Aguilar O 
Hotel Astor eens, ¢ oye ey Carl Ravazza Ore Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore Milton Douglas. eute Hellas Palladium 
Hotel Belmont Ieon & Eddie’s Clayton 3 King Sis 
Plaza Lou Martin Ore Bob Laine’s Ore Alvino Rey Ore 





Narita Ore 
Eddie Davis 


Arthur Ravel Qre 
Joe Pafumy Ore 


Durant Rhumba O 
Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez 


Manana 
Tanner 


Casa 
Elmo 

















BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1618 BROADWAY 


Henry Monet 
Mary Crai 
Bouncing 
Joe Molle 
Helen Golden 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Pirates Den 


Dennise 
Tom Harty 
John Arden 


FicGees 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK COL. 5-0930 











O'Confior Fam 

Bob Douglass Co 

(Three to fill) 
WOODSIDE 

Sunnyside (15-16) 

Chester Dolphin Co 

Deep River Boys 

3 Byrne Sis 

(Two to fill) 





WORCESTER 
Plymouth (10-12) 
H’wood Sweater Gl 





Loew 


l 


Cabaret Bills 











NEW YORK CITY 


State (13) 
Monroe & Grant 


‘armen Amaya — 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (13) Arthur’s Moulin 

















B Yost Mimic Men | Rhythm Rockets 
Ginger Harmon The Bric} layers j Rouge 
Lew Parker | Joe Frisco Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
| Patricia York 
| Dolores Baron Co 
RKO Armando’s 
| Geo Morris Ore 
| Pedrito Orc 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
BOSTON COLUMBUS Bagatelle 
Boston (14) Palace (14) 
’ ae Gis H' wood Blondes |} Aurelia ¢ oloma 
H’wood Sweater Gis} Masters & Rollins | Royal Lukawella 8 
. 2 Leni Lynn i Dick Wilson Or 
ey sa See Gil Lamb Beachcomber 
CLEVELAND Nicholas Bros | Jerry Cooper 
Palace (14) (7) bel rely © 
Folies Bergere bell Tr seats ie . oC a A Co 
7) Simpson & Mark 8 re 
The a The Kidoodlers pe - . ‘aiead 
John Gallus Sybil Bowan pastes wwinton — 
Watson Sis KB West & 1. Page 7 stg O1 
Nicholas Bros _DAYTON [ee 
«cH! Lamb Coionial (14) | Bill Bertolotti’s 


Sallv Rand 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (14) 

Ben Bernie Bd 


7) 
Hawalian Nights 





Hell-a-Belloo 


rile ’ iLynn & Marianne 
Milt Britton Bd |}Pat Williams 

a th Baccn June Carroll 

4 Skating Marvels | jean Mona 
Phyllis Colt \Moya Giffora 
Baling i) ae | Lo s Palmer 
roiles Berge lDon Syivio Ore 


Bill's Gay 90’s 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (13) 
Selma Kaye 
Stuart Morgan 
Nicholas Daks 
Rockettes 
Corps de B: 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Sympl 
Roxy (14) 
Estelle & LeRoy 


ullet 


ynolds a 
Ar thie Robbins 
Apollo (14) 
ill Green 
iny Bradshaw 
3 Berry Bros 
Chilton & Thomas 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Monte Hawley 
Johnny Lee 
Riviera (16) 
Alfonse Berg 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Gracie Barry 
Jenkins & Plowboys 
Roy Davis 
Windsor (14-16) 
Funzafire 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (13) 
has Spivak Ore 
Jesson Bros 
Don Arres 
Ruthie Barnes 
H Henry & B Alda 
Ridgewood 
(12 only) 
8 Sparks 
Bob Douglass Co 
(Three to fill) 
Marine (16 only) 
Larry Daniels 
Mary Vachon 
(Three to fill) 
Sheepshead (16) 
rown & Lee 
ilke & Dare 
pee Carter 


Ore 


| 


Danc | 


Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
i Brevoort 
M Sora, Sheridan 
x harles & Ray 
ASTORIA | Ruth Landi 
|} Steinway (14-16) Cafe Montparnasse 
3 Sparks Nileen Cook 
Harri Hut ins lean Brunseco 
Lightner & Roscella : rae 
Bob Howeard Cate Society 
4 Kanazawas (mibetewn) 
BALTIMORE ane eee wee 
. Hazel Scot 
Hippodrome (13) a er - Kinte. 2 
€*} rl Pa et O rULUE! ' - 
Joey Rard Cafe Soclety 
Chuck & Chu 3 (Village) 
Anita Jakobi Tedd W on Ore 
State (16-19) Samn Price 
Burns & Swanson Connie Be 
john Fogart Art Tatu 
Cardovi Helen Humes 
1 (One to fill) Helena Horne 
f (13-15) Ammons & Johnson 
~ pate neghad “weg Cafe Vienna 
Towne & Lee 
Freddie & Flo Ruth Sarr 
Pastines & Fanchon | William Hoffman 
Royal (14) Murray Miller 
Andy Kirk Orc | Dolfy Margens 





eonard, Semon & S| 


qOne to fill) 


Conway & Parks 


| Leo Pleskow Ore 
CAMDEN 


Casa Marta 


Towers (14-16) 
Maxine Bros & B Eee ge ore 
Ginger Du] ony & xavrens 
Bell & Dedial Hector Del Villar 
Fob Easton Monalito 
5 Cheticen | Juan Dimitri Ore 


FLIZABETH | Casino Russe 


Liberty (13-16) 


- : | Nina Tarasova 
Julio San & Seal | Gypsy Markoff 
Kay & Karol Michel Michon 
R Ross & D Carter) Nadia & Sasha 
Marie Smith Co Mischa Novy 
(One to fill) Dmitri Matvienko 

(10-12) sath , 


Duke Art, Jr 

Phil Foster 

Trumpet 

De Quincy 

Leonard, Semon & S 
FALL RIVER 


Chateau Moderne 


Gypsy Romaje 

& Givens|R MacNamara 

| Paula Valera 

| Annette Guerlain 





Empire (10-12) Maurice Shaw Ore 
Th’k-a-Dk Hoffman|Jack Messing 
Deep River Boys Gabriel 
Harry Savovr Co Dorothy Tanner 
Keed & Mack | Whites Burke 
12 Reekets J Fred Leach 

FLORAL PARK Babe Halter 


NEW YORK CITY 


Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 

Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 





Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgera 
Betty Jordan 
Club Gaucho 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Nedra Madera 


14 


Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 


Pot, Pan & Skillet 
Marie Bryant 








Perry Como 
Ted Weems Orc 


Vincent Young Wesson Bros 


Hotel Biltmore | Gene Stockwell Lovey La 
Bowman m) | Sg oe Ps sorian Cocoanut Grove Paul White 
e 1188 , 6 Sepian Beauties 
Henry King Ore ‘ wi Jimmy Brierly E ; 
Rosita Rios me 6 H’wood Starlets Cee Pee Johnson O 
Galante & L Linda Bruce Tr Mitchell Leisen Rev! Scheherazade Cafe 
Cris Cross Hibbert Byrd & Rue} w... aside 
Maison Louls Snooky Lanson bla + phe - 
Hotel Bossert Bill Drye Muriel Lane petal pe Lai deca 


(Brooklyn) Ore 

Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 


Russian Gypsy 
Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 


Carrie M Beville 
Monte Carlo 
Renee de Marco 


Ray Noble Ore 
Earl Carroll 


Dr Rockwell 




















Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 
iCamancho & F 
Don Carlos Orc 
Club Maxim 
Migue! 

‘rion Shaw 
‘armen 
Anita 
Morgan 
Powers 





—_ 


tosita 
ince & 
ohnny 
farion 
Club Samoa 
Joy Umi: 
| Mabelle Russell 
|Peggy O'Neill 
Linda Castro 
Sheila Reynolds 
, Adele Renee 
|} Rochelle Carter 
| Mil-Ray-Samoa 
Copacabana 
|Gertrude Nei 
} Aurora 
| Edna 
|} Loper & 
Estrelita 
| Fede 
Samba 


V 
J 
N 


E 
|: 
| 


Amana 


Mds 


cen 

Sedgwick 

Barret 
Rey 


Sirens 


rico 





Frank Marti Ore 
Cora & Irene’s 

| Winnie Duncan 

| Nora Williams 

} lerrace Boys 

Diamond Horseshoe 

Mae Murray 

Nita Naldi 

| Betty Compson 

| Dorothy Lewis 

Blackwell 


| 
| Carlyle 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde tiager 

El Chice 
Don Alberto Ore 
Benito Collada 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
| Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 
| El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 


Famous Door 


Sammy Walsh 
Anita Boyer 
Henry Nemo Ore 





Ore 





51 Club 
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League Revises Dues Setup; Raises 
Ceiling to $3,000 per Mor. per Year 


vv 








Committee on finances ‘of the 
League of New York Theatres has 
worked out a number of changes 
jn fees or dues from members which 
are expected to eliminate the an- 


nual deficit. Ceiling on total pay- 
ments from any one manager has 
peen raised from $3,000 to $5,000. 
That particularly concerns the Shu- 
perts, who have paid more than 
other members because of the num- 
per of theatres operated by them. 
Shuberts agreed to the lift, in fact, 
are credited with suggesting the 


idea, 

New maximum on payments vir- 
tually assured the League operating 
in the black and probably will re- 
sult in the organization building up 
surplus. It was necessary to dip 
into the reserve to the extent of 
$2,600 during the fiscal year just 
ended. Total receipts were slightly 
more than $15,000, while the outlays 
topped $17,500. ‘ , 

Out of 24 shows on Broadway, 1 
are not paying the League because 
the managements are not members. 
Other showmen state that those man- 
agers are benefitting from the Lea- 
gue’s activities and should pay their 
share, dues being $10 per show 
weekly when operating, same fee 


vt 





being paid by the theatres when 
lighted. Contended that even if 
some managers prefer to remain 
outside the League for various rea- 
sons,. they . still should pay. theiy 
share. Two managements joined the 
organization during the past week, 
but others who resigned when a 


| 


total being 





Jean Sablon to Star 
In Broadway Show 


Jean Sablon, currently in the Per- 
sian Room of the Plaza hotel, New 
York, is setting a deal to star in 
‘19 Years of Age’ on Broadway. 
Financial backing has been arranged 
and negotiations are currently on for 
a nominal producer. 


Sablon starred in the play in 
Paris, 





‘Arsenic’ Splits 
$50,400 in Oct. 


——— 


MUSICALS NOW 
BET THAT TOP 


Se 


Four More on Way, and 
Broadway Questions That 
There’s Enough Such 
Trade to Go Around—Pre- 
Depression Throwback 





$5.50 SAT. NITE 


With nearly all musical shows 
which have opened this season and 
those on the way having a top of 
$4.40, Broadway is wondering 
whether the list will not be satu- 
rated with high scaled shows. If 
that point is reached, the chances 
are that attendance to some musicals 
will suffer and it is likely that the 


fittest. 
Currently there are five musicals 


Among Backers =" will be a survival of the 


The monthly melon continues to | 
be sliced among the now notori- 
ously wealthy backers of ‘Arsenic 





and Old Lace.’ This week the coin 
split exceeded all previous divvies, 
$50,400, the profit for 
That’s about 10 G’s more 
Even 


October. 
than the net for September 
those cleaning up find it hard to be- 


| lieve. 


squabble with the~Dramatists Guild | 
of realities are getting frightened as 


was on have so far failed to rejoin. 
Last season there were 1,100 play- 
ing weeks, including the road, or 
2200 in all including the theatres 
played. 
$22,000 to the League in dues, but 
there were no payments from out- 
of-town theatres operated by the 
Shuberts because of the blanket 
payment arrangement. Under the 
new deal, that will be at least par- 
tially equalized. 


SPECIAL MAT SHOWING 
OF ‘CANDLE’ FOR SCRIBES 


Special matinee of ‘Candle’ In the 
Wind’ will be played Nov. 26 at the 
Shubert, N.Y., to an invited audience 


| income tax returns. 


That should have ensured | 


But a few of those who are aware 


the time approaches when they have 
to make out their federal and state 
One angel, who 
hates to think about the tax nick, 


says she is going to pay it all ina 


} sent a message 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


of newspaper reviewers of all dailies | 


and a number of weeklies in New 


Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, eastern | 


Pennsylvania, Connecticut and New | 


York state. Accommodations for 
that class of the press for regular 
performances have been too difficult 
to obtain, because of the advance 
sale and Theatre Guild subscriptions, 
latter group presenting Helen Hayes 
in ‘Candle’ in association with the 
Playwrights Co. 

Miss Hayes is credited with the 


idea of giving special press perform- | 


ances, the idea being first carried 
out in 1937 in Boston, where the star 
appeared in ‘Victoria Regina,’ and 
the same stunt was used in Chicago 
with ‘Regina’ the following season. 
When the latte: play was given for 
the Press in the Hub more than 500 
editors of New England dailies at- 
tended and around 50 editorials ap- 
Preciative of the star's generosity 
appeared in such publications. 


Miss Hayes decided on the special | 


Press showing of ‘Candle’ after learn- 
mg that a visiting Philadelphia 
critic stood during a performance of 
Scaeamge recently. There will be 598 


that many scribes at the press per- 
formance. 





Gaines as ‘Wilson’ 


Robert Gaines, who 
emond Massey as ‘Abe Lincoln,’ 
$ slated for ‘Woodrow Wilson’ in 

me Premingers’ play of that name. 
ae due on Broadway in late De- 
, er. Edward Ellis was original- 
¥ mentioned for the role. 





er floor tickets, to accommodate | 





succeeded | 


| 


;now effective. 


lump, on the ground that if she pays 
off quarterly, it will only pile up 
the agony. Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse, the cutter-uppers, 
with the checks as 
usual, Crouse being the author: 
Dear Lucky Sttff: 

The enclosed check will make 
Lindsay look like a bum. You 
ask, is that good? My answer 
is, on him it’s becoming. 

We haven't the slightest idea 


where all this money 1s yming 
from, but we are not kK 

( r Ol | ise j l ) 
tne im¢ 2) three replace 
ments at the Fulton are doing 
eautifully, and business is still 
capacity. In Boston we are also 
ad ing great business, and will 
finish eight weeks and then start 


playing back porches, 

Hold your breath for the open- 
ing in Sweden next month, but 
don’t bother to send flowers. 
Of course, we will be paid off in 


kronas, but remember the old 
saying, ‘Prosperity 
the krona.’ 

That’s all, brother. 


EQUITY, MGRS. FINALLY 
SIGN BASIC AGREEMENT 


is just around 


'T + J dus ry 4+ i 
The pasic agreemelnl 8) weer € 


} 
manaZpe!: ana Eq llty, in wnie ne 


actors association i bound to 
adopt new rules 
for two years, has been signatured | 
after a delay of nearly one month. 
Delay was occasioned by lawyers 
agreeing on phraseology of one 
clause satisfactory to both sides. 
Provision over which they haggled 
concerns the terms covering in- 
stances where actors are engaged for 
more than one consecutive season 
and the managers’ liability in the 
event the engagement does not ma- 
terialize after the initial season. Few 
cases of the kind have cropped up, 
but the lawyers wanted it their way, 


nor change policy 


New contracts with the exclusive 
service clause virtually deleted are 
It was a moot point, 
resisted by managers but insisted 
upon by rank and file Equityites. 


with a $4.40 top, three being new 
shows: ‘Let’s Face It,’ ‘Best Foot 
Forward’ and ‘High Kickers,’ and 
‘Lady in The Dark’ and ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ holdovers. Before long there 
may be nine high priced shows, 


| considered too many for all to get 


paying patronage. The $4.40’ers 
coming in are ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ ‘Banjo 
Eyes, ‘Lady Comes Across,’ and 
‘And So to Bedlam.’ Only one new 
musical opened at $3.30, but it faded 
fast (‘Viva O’Brien’). 

Last season it was clear that even 
fewer musicals could not operate at 
$4.40. Immediately after ‘Hattie’ 


|arrived, two other musicals at the 


same scale started to wilt—‘Hold On 
To Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) and ‘Boys 
and Girls Together’ (Ed Wynn). 
Another which attempted to relight 
at the same scale could not stand 
the competition, it being ‘Higher and 


| Higher.’ 


Two Held Back 


$4.40 shows may be 
lightened with the arrival of ‘Banjo,’ 
expected to succeed ‘Hattie” at the 
46th Street. Latter was figured to 
continue until the holidays, but will 


Pressure of 


‘Continued on page 56) 


Equity Rules on Agents 
Fees; $100 Plus $25 Yrly. 


Equity Council at its meeting yes- 
terday (Tuesday) passed a resolu- 
tion, effective Dec, 1, requiring all 


talent agents to pay a $100 license 
fee plus a $25 yearly fee. 


Council gave approval to cancel- | 
lation of Anna Sten’s contract as 
feminine lead in ‘Separate Rooms,’ 


currently on the road, with no liabil- 
either side. She 
appear Monday (10) night at New 


ity on 


Haven, th Virginia Smith, her 

understudy, who played role all last 

( M Ster left cast, | 

ove Mi Sten said her 

forbidden her to re- 

the femme lead in the com- 

edy be use ‘on verge of a nervous 
P O 

Ben Ste nager of company, 

1 reported matter to Actors 
he 


‘Wash’ May Tour 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ is 
being considered for the road, join- 


ing the increasing number of shows | 


on tour 


Lyceum last season, may be sent out 
under that manager’s name. Joint 
presentation by George S. Kaufman 


and Moss Hart, play’s authors, also | 
| being considered, 
just in case. 
| summer 


Comedy was in high demand by 
stocks and was 


the red at any of the strawhats. 
Summer success inspired the road 
idea. 


failed to}! 


Show, which was presented | 
by the late Sam H. Harris at the | 


generally | 
profitable, not reported playing in | 


,’ 


$4.40 SHOW BIZ RETURNS 








Reverse English 


Occasionally boxoffice men 
draw complaints for alleged dis- 
courtesy, but there was a recent 
incident in reverse. Woman in- 
sisted tickets offered her were 
not on the aisle, though the ticket 
seller offered to take her into 
the theatre to prove it. She be- 
came excessively abusive, but 
the treasurer was remarkably 
patient. Finally a man in line 
behind the shrewish patron said: 

‘Lady, if I were the man in the 
boxoffice, I’d spit right in your 
eye.’ 





=~ 


Cantor Passes 
Up dist St. For 
Aoth St. Theatre 


‘Banjo Eyes,’ the musical which 
will bring Eddie Cantor back to the 
Broadway boards, will probably fol- 
low ‘Panama Hattie’ into the 46th 
Street, N. Y., Dec. 4, instead of 
Warners’ Hollywood. Booking switch 
was virtually set before ‘Banjo’ had 
its first tryout at New Haven, Friday 
(7), show then moving on to Boston 
for three weeks, 








only because of the long runs scored 
successively there by ‘Du Barry Was 
a Lady’ and ‘Hattie,’ but because he 
feels that the Hollywood is some- 
thing of a jinx house for legit attrac- 
tions. Warners, which is backing 
| ‘Banjo’ to the reported extent of 50%, 
| has no objection to the change in 
| theatres, having several special film 
features which may be spotted there, 
including ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You.’ 

Matter was made smoother by the} 
fact that A. L. Berman is Cantor’s| 
adviser, the attorney also being gen-| 
|eral representative for Buddy De} 
Sylva, who produced ‘Hattie’ before 





lt for the Hollywood (some- | 
times called the 5lst Street) which 
has an exceptionally wide stage, but 
can be made to fit the 46th Street. 
Principal problem in connection 

{with ‘Banjo’ is to cut the running 
|time. Before it opened there had 
| been a flock of deletions which, it 

was discerned, could make the per-| 
| formance run five hours if played in 
| full. 


were bu 


New Haven, Nov. 1l. | 

Big advance sale on preem of! 
‘Banjo Eyes’ pushed gross to hand-{ 
some estimated $9,800 despite luke-| 
warm word-of-mouth. Show was in 
the Shubert for three performances, 
Fri.-Sat. (7-8) at $3.30 top. 
This week’s bookings include 
Separate Rooms’ for Mon.-Tues 
| (10-11) and ‘Play With Fire’ fo 
Wed.-Thurs. (12-13), 


AMBASSADOR, N. Y., MAY 
AGAIN BE A LEGITER 


Ambassador theatre, N. -Y., may 
swing back to legit. Shuberts are 
reported angling for a lease on the | 
|house, which they built but let go 
|some years ago. Spot has had a 
varied policy in recent seasons, in- 
'cluding films and pop grand opera. 
It joined the bank-owned list of le- 
giters recently, when the Central 
Hanover took over, 

Latter has a first mortgage of $160,- 
000 on the property, but, instead of 
foreclosing, placed the Ambassador 


named by 


was appointed receiver. House is on 
\49th street opposite the Forrest, 
which the Shuberts also leased. 


Cantor prefers the 46th Street, aoe 





Greater Theatre Demand Than Supply 
Creates Booking Jam on Broadway 





Booking jam _ anticipated for 
Broadway appears to be at hand. 
There seems to be fewer theatres 
available than the number in de- 


mand, what with the flock of in- 
comers this month plus the sturdy 
holdovers, It is indicated, however, 
that a house shortage will be of 
short duration because of the nor- 
mally high percentage of flops. 

Pressure applies to straight plays, 
spotting of the new musicals being 
virtually arranged for. First show 
that may be affected by the situa- 
tion is ‘Cuckoos On The Hearth,’ 
now at the Mansfield, where it 
moved because ‘Blithe Spirit’ was 
booked into the Morosco. Brock 
Pemberton, who produced ‘Cuckoos,”’ 
plans running the mystery comedy 
into the winter, but will be forced 
to find another house for it. Under- 
stood ‘Cuckoos will move to a 
theatre which has been off the legit 
list for several seasons. 


‘Pasture’s’ Influence 

‘Seventh Trumpet,’ a_ religious 
drama, has booked the Mansfield, 
guaranteeing the theatre two weeks 
rent. Show management Yefused to 
consider opening the play in another 
spot, explaining that the Mansfield 
was favored because of the run 
there of ‘The Green Pastures,’ which 
had semi-religious background. 

House shortage loomed recently, 
as shown by the opening at thé Bel- 
asco last week of ‘The Man With 
Blond Hair.’ The management was 
aware ‘Clash By Night’ had booked 
the house previously, but figured 
another berth would be _ secured 
should the play click. No problem 
now exists so far as ‘Man’ is con- 
cerned, it having heen taken off 
Saturday (8). 

Including this week’s four ar- 
rivals, there are 24 shows on Broad- 
way, which .approaches the peak 
number which played at any time 
last season. Next week will see an 
additional four premieres, while the 
week of Nov. 24 cards another quar- 
tet of productions. If there are no 
more quick casualties among the 
shows coming in, Broadway will be 
lighted to the limit by the end of 
the month. 





| 
he quit Broadway in favor of Holly-| RS ¢ EW 
wood. ‘Banjo’ elaborate settings} TREASURE ET N 


DEAL FROM MANAGERS 


Boxoffice treasurers and assistants 
have obtained a revised basic agree- 
while 


ment with the managers and, 


there are no changes in minimum 


pay, several changes are designed as 


| protective for the ticket people. First 


result is a letter from the League of 


|New York Theatres which has been 


posted in all boxoffices. It is to the 
effect that no producer or house 
owner is permitted to handle tickets 
or money. In the past producers oc- 
casionally e duties of 


assumed tli 


treasurers, but the latter are respon- 
ble for b money 

Ticket union succeeded in writing 
into tne pact that should the COST of 
living rise 15 over the index as of 
sept ] 1941, repre entative of the 
treasure! and the Leas ic hall sit 
down and detern ine a Doost in pay, 
present scale being $85 for treasur- 
ers and $60 for assistants. Agreed, 


too, that the boxoffice staff shall be 
Oct. 12 of any season, 
whether the theatre has been lighted 


;or not, ‘hose selected to work if and 


when the house gets a show. 

When a house gets a hit it is fur- 
ther agreed that a third ticket seller 
shall be employed, he or she to be 
retained as long as business con- 
tinues at the peak. Figured such a 
period averages around six weeks. 
Boxoffice shall not be held respon- 


| sible if tickets are allotted at the in- 
| stance of the Manager to agencies 


in receivership. Albert Hirshberger | 


| off for some time last 


which default. Should the treasurer 
do business with such agencies with- 
out the consent of the manager, he 
must settle. One agency failed to pay 
season, but 
ultimately remitted in full. 
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Father's 2d Anni Party Minus 


Show, But Includes Funny Tab 





Al 


By JACK PULASKI 


Oscar Serlin and his pet authors, 
Howard Lindsay, the man with the 
full-blown mustache, and Russel 
(Buck) Crouse, tossed the second an- 
nual anniversary party of ‘Life With 
Father’ Saturday (8) in the spacious 
lobby of the Empire, where the show 
continues to clean up. It was again 
a gay affair, sans a specialty show 
as tried last year, but the best laughs 
were gotten from a four-page tab, 
called the Empire News, described 
as a ‘stricture newspaper.’ Two- 
line banner head was that ‘Father’ 
is in its third year. 

Page one included the picture of 
a dame with bare back, lying face 
downward on a couch with pen in 
hand. Caption: ‘The paper is a con- 
tract; office is Mr. Serlin’s. No | 
comment.’ 

Style of Broadway columnists is | 
twice kidded, one with a ‘Variety’ 
department head, ‘Broadway Chat- 
Items were: Check the rumor 
that Oscar Serlin is reviving ‘Call 
Me Ziggy’ (champ flopperoo)... 
Howard Lindsay sleeps in only the 
top part of his mustache...Thoughts 
while riding in a Staten Island 
Ferry: Russel Crouse looks like a 
faun. Some faun, huh, kid?... 
Lester Meyer is holding hands with 
Lester Meyer (Empire manager)... 
Seen at Sardi’s, Mr. Sardi, Mrs. 
Sardi...Add interesting notions: 
Howard Lindsay as Buffalo Bill; 
Stewart Chaney (scenic designer), as 
Wild Bill Hiekok; Wild Bill Hickok 
as Stewart Chaney...Check the 
rumor that Barna Ostertag is re- 
viving Oscar Serlin.’ 


More Kidding 


Further kidding of the kind is ‘Did 
you know that the last deer shot in | 
the balcony of the Empire was | 
killed by a brassiere salesman named 
Dmitri Goldberg? Mr. Goldberg 
was wandering up there with a rifle 
during a performance of “The Merry 
Wives of Windsor,’ bagged his game 
with one bullet. Ye editor opines 
that there was much smacking of 
lips ovet the tasty venison. Bre- 
taigne Windust’s real name is Bre- 
taigne Windust (‘Father’s’ stager)? | 
Howard Lindsay has been forced to | 
eat almost half a ton of bananas} 











which pass for fried kippers in the George S. Kaufman, vice-president, lof variety entertainment for family 


breakfast scenes? Neutral observ- 
ers have noted no real change in Mr. 


{the Dramatists 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The King’s Maid’—Oscar Ser- 
lin. 

‘Letters to Lucerne’—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

‘Five Chelsea Lane’—Shepard 
Traube. 

‘The Admiral Had a Wife’— 
Jose Ferrer, Ruth Wilk. 

‘R.A.F.’—Robert Milton. 

‘Sunny River’—Max Gordon. 

‘Seventh Trumpet’ — Theatre 
Associates. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor’—Luther 
Greene. 

‘The Rivals’—Theatre Guild. 

‘Claudia’ (road, 3d co.)—John 
Golden. 


OMAHA NOW AN ‘OPEN’ 
TOWN, SAYS TRISTATES: 


Omaha, Nov. 11. 


The gate is open for any and all 
roadshows, the district office of Tri- 
states Theatre Corp claims. Hereto- 
fore, dealings with the Omaha Drama 
league brought certain conditions 
and reservations, but now the door 
is open, says Tristates, and every 
road show that has any merit will 
be welcomed. Plan is to play them 
all in the Paramount, $,000-seat de- 
luxer. 


Sale for ‘Hellzapoppin,’ here Nov. 
12-13, opened Frday and gave 
promise of being a sellout in a 
matter of hours. Country orders 
from as far away as 200 miles were 
received. Blocks of seats were taken, 
one of 20 being grabbed up. Town 














|has been without a good roadshow 


musical for several seasons. 





Elmer Rice Again Prexy 


Of Dramatists Guild, 


Eimer Rice was re-elected for an- 





other two-year term as president of 
Guild, arm of the 
Authors League of America, at 
annual meeting held Friday (7). 
Others continued in office are: 


and Richard Rodgers, secretary. 
Named for the council: Philip Barry, 


Lindsay as the result of this diet,| Howard Lindsay, Edward Childs 


beyond a tendency to beat his chest | Carpenter, John Monks, Jr., 


and waik in a slightly swaying 
crouch.’ 

In an alleged interview, Serlin is 
interrupted while telling a cub re- 
porter how it feels to have a suc- 
cess: ‘He broke off as secretaries 
pushed open the door and came stag- 
gering in with a blonde on a sil- 
ver platter. She looked like she 
was carved out of marble and baked 
in a slow,oven.’ Another interview 
has Crouse talking: 

‘Let’s get one thing straight,’ lean- 
ing back in his chair and relighting 
a crumpled, half smoked Between- 
the-Acts with a two-dollar bill (Con- 
federate), ‘I hate interviews,’ then 
he deftly whipped a lasso from his 
hip and before you could say Jack 
Robinson, the hapless scribe was 
roped to his chair.’ (Picture looked 
like Wally Fried, show’s general 
manager ). 

One of the tab’s pictures has 
Lindsay in his dressing room perus- 
ing a boxoffice statement and biting 
a half dollar, because he gives neither 


hoot nor tinker’s damn for 
money? There are some comic a.k. 
ads, including one for a ‘patent port- 


able trousers stretcher.” A paper 
called the American Register is 
quoted saying: ‘The invention is both 


ingenious and, effective, so let us| 


hope that baggy knees, the terror of 
well-dressed men, are things of the 
past.’ Another advertised ‘medi- 
cated under vests, $10, to prevent 
pneumonia.” 


Music for Chi Legits Set 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Five “.git theatres have signa- 
tured deals for pit bands, all con- 
tracts being for a full year. 

Rudolph Nemkovsky will head the 
band in the Selwyn. Michael Mir- 
aglia in the Harris, Peter A. Cavallo 
in the Studebaker, Sig Schein in the 
Grand Opera House, and A. Froso- 








Arthur 
| Schwartz, Mare Connelly, Rose 
| Franken, George Sklar, Lorenz Hart, 
Victor Wolfson. 


| Changes in the basic agreement 
| wate the managers, adopted some 

time ago, were formally ratified by 
| the members present. One revision is 

that foreign playwrights living 

abroad and writing in their native 
|language are not required to join 
| the guild. That had been a moot 
| point. Managers will share in *'~ 
|rights for an 18-year period, instead 
of 10, and American adapters s>all 
receive at least one-third of the au- 
thor’s royalties. Pact extends until 
| March 1, 1946. 


| 


'American Negro Theatre 
Beginning 2d Season 


| 





American Negro Theatre will be- | 


| gin its second season, giving per- 
formances Saturday and Sunday 
| evenings starting this week. ‘On 
| Trivers Row’ will be revived as the 
initial presentation, in the theatre 
of the Harlem Boys Club, west 34th 
Street, N. Y. Play, ridiculing well 
known Harlem types, was authored 
by Abram Hill. 

Group is cooperative, most of the 
| players having appeared in Broad- 
way shows. During the summer a 
drama school was in operation. 
Scripts for three new productions 
are being considered, and it is pro- 
posed that a theatre be secured for 
the group’s exclusive use. 





Engagements 


Philip Bourneuf, Robert Wallsten, 
| Horace Sinclair, Owen Coll, Ray- 
mond Johnsonn, Frances Reid, Walt 
Draper, ‘The Rivals.’ 

Katherine Alexander, ‘Letters to 
Lucerne.’ ” 

Owen Lamont, Frances Robinson, 
Fay Wray, Lloyd Gough, ‘R.A.F.’ 

Katharine Cornell, Philip Meri- 








lono in the Erlanger. 


vale, ‘Rose Burke.’ 














Follow-Up Comment 


| ogc ontinued from page 3 


as if the radio audience could see 
his arched eyebrows. Still it re- 
mains true that his comedy has a 
flavor of its own and when some 
further concessions are worked out 
to the medium, Fay may find the 
niche that on form he rates. 





Una Merkel may have a suit or at 
least a good mad against somebody 
for what was done to her on last 
Thursday’s (6) installment of the 
Philip Morris-Red Network series. 
Miss Merkel has appeared from time 
to time as guest on network com- 
mercials and given proof of being an 
entertaining personality around a 
microphone, The cig account intro- 
duced in a serial characterization 
tagged, ‘Nancy Baker Reporting,’ and 
the damage wrought her by the 
script was of no minor consequence. 
Miss Merkel did the best she could 
but the dialog and the characteriza- 
tion were close to devastating. The 
item ran 10 minutes and concerned 
the doings of a dizzy-dame reporter 
at a society wedding. There’s also a 
city-editor character in the script 
whose cockeyed behavior suggest 
grounds or another bit of litigatien, 
namely, a gross libel on the mentali- 
ties of that quarter of the newspaper 
profession. 





Boake Carter, is now doing a Mon- 
day through Friday late-afternoon 
program over Mutual, some of the 
broadcasts being for Land o’ Lakes 
butter. Once the most outspoken | 
commentator in radio, Carter is to- 


day more a summarizer of news 
highlights. He leaves upon listeners 
perhaps only a fraction of the edi- 
torial impact he once did, although 





sponsors undoubtedly feel safer. On 
one recent shot for Land o’ Lakes, 
not too impressive. 


registered stronger. Some intermin- | 





ably long awkwardly-phrased sen- 
tences did not help. The second | 
| broadcast heard was much smoother, | 
although Carter’ still employed 
lengthy sentences. On _ both, he 
flubbed several times: more on the} 
first than the second. In his syndi- 
cated newspaper column, Carter is 
an isolationist, He at one time gave 


same 
only 


vigorous expression to the 
viewpoint on the air, but he 
hints at or pursues it obliquely. 





| Fannie’ Brice, Hanley Stafford, 
Frank Morgan, Meredith Willson and 
John Conti rang the bell last week! 
| with a solidly entertaining half hour 





| reception. This Maxwell Coffee show 
| rides along, week in and week out, 
without much fanfare but with a 
| production evenness that some of the 
| more ballyhooed shows of its type do 
'not attain. Morgan was in strong} 
scoring form with his airy Munchau- 
sens. The pattern followed the usual | 





line: a guest from the sports world} 
(femme golf star) had been intro- 
| duced before Morgan arrived at the 
|mike to boast to the supposedly un- 
known to Morgan star about his al- | 
leged feats, the while Conti stealthily 
led up to the bursting of Morgan’s 
balloon, It touched off a lot of laughs. | 
| Incidentally, John Conti has im-} 
proved steadily on this show, while | 
Miss Brice and ‘Daddy’ (Stafford) | 
team beautifully. A defense stamp} 
| situation was cleverly turned from} 
|laughs into a patriotic exhortation | 
|by Stafford, Willson, in addition to} 


his hayseed characterization, led his | €Ts. 


; turbance, play being of anti-Nazi nature. 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Helen Hayes’ declaration to ‘Variety’ two weeks ago that she’d take a 
yeai’s hiatus from the stage next season and confine herself to radio work 
became the basis for a ‘three-act drama’ in the New York Times 
(9). Here ’tis: 


‘Presenting herewith a three-act drama, entitled: ‘At Long Last, Wiil 
She?’ The principal character is Miss Helen Hayes, currently starring 
in ‘Candle in the Wind.’ 


‘Act I--An interview appears in ‘Variety,’ in which Miss Hayes 
wearily says she is going to stick to radio next year because she 
couldn't possibly bring herself ‘to think of the strain of another open- 
ing night on Broadway.’ 

‘Act II—Miss Hayes’ writer-husband, Charles MacArthur, says it 
isn’t so. Mr. MacArthur: ‘She was tired. She's a trouper. I’ve heard 
her make that speech annually, and she is always back.’ 

‘Act HI (Some time later)—Miss Hayes says it is so. 
‘Openings have become increasingly difficult. It takes me a longer 
time to get over the strain each year. Yes, I have promised myself 
a vacation from the stage, time and time again, in the past, but I feel 
now that I must skip a year and get a little rest. It’s time to catch 
my breath; 1 shall take it easy on the farm.’ 

‘CURTAIN. 


‘(To be continued?» 





Sunday 


Miss Hayes: 





Just as public sentiment in Great Britain was becoming strongly pro- 
Russian came word that 4l-year-old Alexander Afinogenoff, author of 
‘Distant Point,’ a smash legiter in London’s West End, was killed last week 
while on duty in Moscow. A matinee performance of ‘Distant Point’ at 
the Westminster theatre, London, was interrupted by manager Reginald 
Knight to announce Afinogenoff’s death in an air raid. 

Curiously enough, ‘Distant Point,’ which was written about six years 
ago, warns of.the danger of an armed invasion. Show once played simul- 
taneously in 200 Russian theatres. Afinogenoff, one of Soviet Russia’s most 
promising young playwrights, was expelled from the Communist party in 
1837 after having been accused of harboring counter-revolutionary views. 
At the time of his death, Afinogenoff was a member of the Soviet In- 
formation Bureau. He was in Moscow to arrange facilities for foreign 
correspondents. His American widow, the former Eugenia Malin of Cali- 
fornia, survives. 





Danny Kaye’s $1,000-a-week in ‘Let’s Face It,’ plus 15% above $20,000 
gross, figures to net the comedian around $2,900 a week, if the Vinton 
Freedley maintains its $34,000 capacity draw at the Imperial, N. Y. Kaye 
was paytolled in Moss Hart’s ‘Lady in the Dark’ last season at $250, when 


Carter was pretty mild, and for him. | starting, and doubled later on, but when Jack Bertell, his personal man- 
The following | ager, came along with the Freedley offer, Kaye grabbed it. 
day, when he was sustaining, he/|the author-producer of ‘Lady’ (Sam H. Harris office is technical pre- 


For a time 


senier, but it’s chiefly owned and bankrolled by Hart) did a burnup at 
the comedian, but Hart escorted Mrs. Kaye to the ‘Face It’ opening, indi- 
cating a renewed friendship 
chiefly authors for her husband. 


Olio curtain on view at the Broadhurst, N. Y., housing ‘High Kickers,’ 
is the cause of a claim against the Shuberts, who operate the theatre, by 
the N. Y. Program Co. Latter’s contract calls for exclusive advertising 
rights in all legit theatres. Questioned curtain has ads in the old-fashioned 
manner as formerly used in vaudeville and burlesque houses. 


Most of the curtain ads are phoney or gags, but one or two appear to be 


| legit. When the program publisher called the front drop to the attention of 


the Shuberts, latter stated it was the first time they had heard that such 
a curtain was used. ‘Kickers’ is the George Jessel musical, the Shuberts 
not known to be participants in the production. Similar jam was occa- 


| sioned by a curtain used in ‘Hellzapoppin’ (Winter Garden) and the Shu- 


berts are said to have made a cash settlement. 


Gray uniformed private patrolmen are in evidence outside some theatres 
and in the lobbies on opening nights, the guards being hired by producers 
to stop autograph pests from annoying well-knowns. Cops are supposed 
to act similarly, but it is claimed the other men are more effective. 

Holmes protective service men were on duty at one premiere, and it was 
understood they were put on to augment police in case of audience dis- 
Although no complaint has been 


| made of inadequate police protection, some houses put on a couple of the 


extra guards on each opening night. Two men of the Madison Square 
Garden corps were noticed at a recent debut. They were paid $5 each 
for the evening. 


Norman Krasna and Frank Ross, author and producer of ‘The Man With 
Blond Hair,’ which opened and closed at the Belasco, N. Y., last week, 
came from Hollywood confident they had a drama with an exceptional 
slant on Nazism. They were fortified by an offer for the picture rights 
in script form, reputed bid being $40,000. 

Although he wrote but one play (‘Small Miracle’) which attracted any 
attention on Broadway, Krasna is one of Hollywood’s highkest-priced writ- 
His most recent film success was ‘The Devil and Miss Jones,’ which 


band in a ‘chiffon arrangement’ of| Ross directed. Latter is the husband of Jean Arthur, who starred in the 











$4.40 Shows 


Continued from page 55 














probably go to the road earlier than 
planned. Another musical listed this 
side of New Year’s, but put back in- 
definitely, is ‘Hotel Splendide,’ while 
another ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ has been 
mentioned, but is not definite. 

Only $3.30 musicals current are 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (Winter Garden) and 
| ‘Pal Joey’ (St. James). 


| 
| 


| Gershwin’s ‘Liza.’ | 
} 


| 
| 
| 


| 


latter. 





There will be no further swapping of roles by Dean Norton and Wil- 
liam Meigs in the road ‘Johnny Belinda.’ To add novelty to the Elmer 
Harris show, the pair were switched in the key male roles a couple of 
times a week. However, Norton has gone back to playing his regular 
role of the hero who teaches Belinda the sign language, while Meigs had 
reverted to the straight The plan was found 
to be too confusing to audiences and in the matter of getting program 
credits straight, so the switch-hitting was ended with the show’s arrival 


villainy of her seducer. 


|in Detroit last week. 


Latter show | 


was originally $4.40 and the reason | 
| Philadelphia treasurers’ group, but no experienced legit ticket men were 


it has continued at the lower scale 


erate. 
soon, while ‘Hellz’ 
Majestic to make way for ‘Sons.’ 
One pop-priced musical is ‘It Hap- 
pens on Ice’ (Center), top being 
$1.65. Scale is a natural, what with 
the show being spotted in Radio 
City. 

Stock market crash of 1929 was 
the forerunner of lower scales for 
musicals, the general top of $5.50 
disappearing, but ‘Sons’ will have 
that price on. Saturday nights. 
‘Hellz’ success was partly credited to 
its $3.30 top, but that revue has been 
getting $440 on Saturday night 
and holiday eves right along, except 





is because the operating nut is mod- 
‘Joey’ is going to the road | 
moves to the} 





during the summer. 


Harry Nelmes and George Ashby, two New York boxoffice men, have 
been engaged to handle the tickets for ‘Life with Father’ at the Senator, 
Pittsburgh, during the independently booked two-week date starting next 
Monday (17) Ordinarily, Pittsburgh is under the jurisdiction of the 


available for the ‘Father’ trick. 


“—a™ is a film house, regular theatre playing road shows being the 
1xon. 





Some plays this season appear to have caused the N. Y. critics to brush 
up on history and stage lore. ‘Anne of England’ is said to have had the 
lads rubbering at their encyclopedias, while ‘Macbeth,’ which opened 
Tuesday (11), led to the scribes perusing the whole Shakespearean play 
beforehand. 

They were doubtless aided considerably by Margaret Webster's article 
on ‘Macbeth,’ which appeared in the Sunday (9) Times. Miss Webster 
staged the play. 





Captain Richard E. (Dixie) French, on leave as general manager for 
Jchn Golden, has been assigned to the Morale Division of the army, quar- 
tered in Washington. 

He has applied for transfer, hankering to be in another department of 
the service where there is more action. His preference is a combat divi- 
sion. 


She’s Sylvia Fine who, with Max Liebman, * 
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Chi Legit B.0. Better; ‘Purchase’ 
High $27,000, Claudia’ OK $14,000 








one a. a 
idebaker relighte st nig 
aleetey) with ‘Native Son’; the 
Grand Opera House went dark on 
Saturday (8) after three weeks of 
‘poctor’s Dilemma,’ and on Sunday 
(9), the Harris switched from Thea- 
tre’ to ‘Mr. and Mrs. North. 

Business was up last week over 
the previous week. ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ jumped back to capacity trade 
and will stick around this town for 
several more weeks. ‘Claudia’ lifted 
again and, though off from sellout 
pace, is still a heavy money-maker 
for John Golden. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Claudia, Selwyn (8th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Held well last week 
and showing consistent strength for 
continued run at $14,000. 

‘Poctor’s Dilemma,’ Grand (3d and 
final week) (1,300; $3.30). Though 
money was good, it was not up to ex- 
pectations at this scale for the Cor- 
nell name. Built to $16,000 on finale. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (4th 
week) (1,400; $3.85). Jammed ’em 
last week and came through with ca- 


ity $27,000. 
, (6th and final 


‘Theatre,’ Harris 

week) (1,000; $2.75). Had profitable 
run here on break-in and went to 
New York. Finished all right at 


$10,000. 





Current Roadshows 


(Nov. 12-22) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim) — Plymouth, Boston (12- 


vt 


Heat Hits ‘Can’t Get’; 
$9,000, in Hollywood 


Hollywood, Nov. 11. 

A week of unseasonable heat and 
the San Francisco Opera Company, 
holding forth at the Shrine Audi- 
torium, made slight inroads on the 
grosses of the only two operating 
legit houses, although a milder ther- 
mometer at’ week’s end found each 
picking up nicely again. 





You Down,’ smart stepping musical 


Lunts Make B.0. History 
In Towns Rarely Getting 
Legit; $22,100 in Georgia 


The Lunts are attracting much at- 
tention and excellent business in the 
south with ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ playing stands that have 
rarely had stage shows in recent 
seasons. In four Georgia towns the 





| show grossed $22,100 last week, big- 


gest take since the drama started out 
this season. 


Towns played were Augusta, 
Savannah, Maco and Atlanta. Defi- 
nite date for a proposed repeat en- 
gagement on Broadway has not been 
set. 





6 
Second stanza of ‘They Can't Get | FUN $34 000 
$ 9 


at the Music Box, got estimated 
satisfactory $9,000. Management 
switched to Sunday matinees this 
week (9th) after decision that Sat- 
urday afternooners were not show- 
ing up to snuff. 

‘Male Animal,’ clocking its third 
week at the El Capitan, was okay 
with estimated $9,000. 


‘CLASH’ GREAT $18,000 
IN BALTO; ‘SPRING’ 456 


Baltimgre, Nov. 11. 

Following a two-week period of 
darkness both legit houses opened 
here last week. Ford’s, with Guthrie 
McClintick’s ‘Spring Again,” starring 
Grace George and C. Aubrey Smith, 
and the indie booked Maryland list- 
ing Billy Rose’s ‘Clash by Night,’ 
with Talullah Bankhead and Joseph 
Schildkraut. 








SMASH IN HUB 


Boston, Nov. 11. 
‘Sons o’ Fun,’ in its first full week, 
kept the Shubert jammed to the lim- 
| it with around 150 standees at every 
| performance, a line of expectant cus- 
tomers at the boxoffice and the 


Shubert switchboard clogged up with 
phone inquiries. Olsen and Johnson 
couldn’t stand the terrific pressure 
of public demand for seats and an- 
nounced last week they would ex- 
tend the run one more stanza—to 
three weeks. The new daffy show 
could run two months here at a sweet 
profit, according to present indica~ 
tions. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is another 
winner here, and this show, along 





Biway B. 0. Dips Slightly: Face’ SRO 
$34,000, ‘Best Foot’ Nifty $26,000, 
Spirit’ $18,000, Looks Like Click 





Business dipped for some reason 
| last week, but the declines were only 
fractional. Money shows are steadily 
mounting, mumber of successes so 
far topping last season. ‘Blithe 
Spirit’ is newest indicated straight 
play click, and ‘High Kickers’ 
climbed. ‘Let’s Face It’ is the new 
Broadway leader. 





Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(44th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Cut- 
_ting up plenty of gravy every month 
and that’s the way it’s going to be 
indefinitely; $16,500. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 


‘JUNIOR MISS’ BUILDS 
TO $14,000 IN WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 11. 

‘Junior Miss,’ new Jerome Chodo- 
rov-Joseph Fields comedy presented 
at the National by Max Gordon (3-8) 
and hailed as hit by critics, built 
solidly through the week to Saturday 
sell-out and wound up with nearly 
$14,500 in the till. 

Current (10-15) is Theatre Guild’s 
‘Papa Is All,’ new comedy by Patter- 
son Greene. 

















(6th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Played 
an extra matinee (Election Day) 
last week and for second time went 
to $26,000 in nine times. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (1st week) 
(CD-938; $3.30). At midweek debut 
drew critical plaudits and steady 
boxoffice line indicative of success; 
can top $18,000 and should do it; 
$12,000 in first five performances. 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (39th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Eased off a bit with the 
field, but commands steadily profit- 
able business; may stay into winter 
period; $10,000. 


‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (3d 
week) (D-1,405; $3.30). Definitely 
classed with the money attractions 
and should hold up through winter; 
approached $20,000 mark. 


‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Mansfield 
(8th week) (C-1,050; $3.30). Will be 
forced to move again: ‘Seventh 
Trumpet’ comes here through prior 
booking; ‘Cuckoos’ rated around $6,- 
500; claimed profitable at that mod- 
est figure. 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(163d week) (R-1,519; $3.30). Will 
also move. ‘Sons o’ Fun’ coming here 
in two weeks; Majestic likely spot 
for ‘Hellz’ thereafter; around $24,- 
000 estimated last week. 


‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (lst 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Estimated 
approximating $21,000 with theatre 
parties figuring; can get considerably 
more, but present pace regarded as 
promising. 
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Current at Ford’s is —e sad in 
‘ , : __|at $2.20 top, and set to follow on 
os Banje Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor) —/ nov. 17 is ‘Papa Is All’ as the second 


e Colonial, Boston (12-22), : - t 
-— ‘Blossom Time’ — Davidson, Mil- Gulld-ATS subscription Theatre 


it waukee (12-15); Hanna, Cleveland Detienaton for Lest Week 


with all others on the Hub rialto, 
benefited from the O. & J. overflow. 

‘Junior Miss’ came in Monday (10) 
and the locally-produced Gilbert- 
Sullivan ‘Gondoliers’ opened same 
night. ‘My Maryland’ opens tonight 


n 22). ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 


peat engagement) (17th week) (R- 


Jane Cowl Good $11,200 3,027; $1.65). Has weathered a num- 


° ‘DL: ? ber of ice spectacles at Madison 
In Philly; Prince, 12G) s2u0% Garden and likely to do it 








ie (17-22). 


‘Chills and Fever’ — Playhouse, 
Wilmington (14-15); Wilbur, Boston 
(17-22). 

‘Clash by Night’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head, Joseph Schildkraut) — Nixon, 





‘Spring Avain,’ Ford’s (1,900: $2.78) 
—New one produced by Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic, with Grace George and C. 
Aubrey Smith starred, ran into a 
mild going over by local crix and 











(12), and ‘Banjo Eyes,’ with Eddie 
Cantor, opened a tryout fortnight 
same time. 


Estimates for Last Week 





I | ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ Shubert (2nd week, 
failed to build. Opening on a Tues-|nine performances) 


(1,590; $3.30). 

















Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
First subscription play of the sea- 
Harvest’ with Fredric March and 


(Monday). It is skedded for New 











| again this season; around $25,000 es- 
| 


Florence Eldridge, opened last night | 


tim.ted. 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 


sumed) (3lst week) (M-1,357; $4.40). 


son here, Theatre Guild’s ‘Hope for a| Getting all the house will hold, de- 


spite the new musical successes, 
which hardly figure to dent pace 


. ; : ae . : | xz7; E here; over $30,000. 
g Pittsburgh (12-15); Locust, Philadel- | ge a bsg Rang grow gd oe York after two weeks here. ‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (2d 
rf phia (17-22). — .|” Clash by Night’ Maryland (1,500; |up sract, $34,000 a mark that hasn't |, Last week's biz was generally satis-| week) (D-1,012; $3.85). While higher 
‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee)—Selwyn, Chi- $2.78)--By Clifford Odets and pro- so Peay aad » & ee . Tw factory. ‘Ring Around Elizabeth,’| grosses are possible, takings here last 
cago (12-22). duced by Billy Rose, with Tallulah m <4 meres = in many seasons. *W0! comedy tryout at Locust, got gen-| week fairly promising, the count be- 
. ‘Claudia’—Erie, Schenectady, N.Y.) Bankhead, Joseph Schildkraut, Lee . ~ “4 ; erally excellent notices and Jane|ing $16,300; should climb. 
ft (14-15); Erlanger, Buffalo 17-22). J. Cobb and Katherine Locke head- Macbeth,’ Colonial (2nd week)| Cowl can always count on a nice ‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (2d week) 
h ‘Doctor’ onmean’ ine | in ay Ww (1,643; $3.30). Good steady trade for | following here if her vehicle is half-| (M-1,450; $4.40). Broadway’s new 
Doctor’s Dilemma (Katharine | ing the cast, pre-Broadway workout “ . g , ; 
5 2 : Maurice Evans and Judith Anderson | wa ood. leader, which got $34,000; party at 
” Cornell) — American, St. Louis (12-| drew from the tee-off and gathered dded up to dandy $17,000 for final ye ’ 3 ight. oth 
- 15); Biltmore, Los Angeles (19-22). | momentum to strong $18,000. - k ies y ’ Estimates for Last Week some concession one =~ it, s _ 
J Gil» a rh Suiliy Maiesti week. ‘Ring Around Elizabeth,” Locust | Wise the count wou ave noes 
e ullivan — Majestic, ‘Ballet Russe,’ Opera House (one | (1st week) (1,500: $2.50). Crix liked that figure; standing room = y. mn 
Boston (12-22). ‘So ? 10 500 4 (| week) (2,000; $3.30). Came through | this tryout with Jane Cowl. Word of = er sigs oe = . > 
‘Hellzapoppin’—Paramount, Omaha n PUY IM LIEVE. | with nitty $17,000 for single stanza | mouth was favorable, too; $11,200 and | 78% | $3.30). Presented by Donald 
: (12-13); Shrine Aud., Des Moines, here. figured to build. ar rewrr gg 9 of Meee = 
g Ta. (14); Mem. Aud., Burlington, Ia. Cleveland. Nov, 11 ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Plymouth ‘Student Prince,’ Forrest (1st sclaionl nd Andre ‘Birabeau: opens 
(15); American, St. Louis (17-22). vig tates (6th week) (1,480; $2.75). Might have | week) (1,800; $2). Came in from , 
' : ‘Nat Son,’ the first heavy dram: : , age : Thursday (13). 
‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Fredric ative son, the irst heavy Grama) sloped off a little had not ‘Sons o’ | Boston for two weeks’ stay. Upstairs ‘Life with Father,’ Empire (104th 
M : = of the Hanna’s season so far, held| Fyn’ defiected some trade through|very good and biz building, with]. “ "A an ~ — 
; arch, Florence Eldridge)—Walnut, favorable st f | +}, | week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Some reac 
S Philadelphia (12-22) up ons yom “ae Bee page Food the Plymouth gate. Got $15,500, ex-| management quite satisfied with) tion here with general offish trend 
° x  estimat ce | , pag. 
: ‘Johnny Belinda’ — Lafayette, De- $10.500 a elkt pertermnnene. Top tra good. ne $12,000 at the $2 top. but got $15,000, which provides 
a troit (12-15). ; was $2 | ‘Pirates of Penzance,’ Majestic (one plenty of profit. : 
1 anor Min’—wbur, Boston O2-|"Cheage company of Ser Bien [SE adees Sent aetull| Pana Ty AN? SIA OOD, — [zanitor teens ata Rees 
1 15). arrived Monday (10) and is expected! 0» the Shuberts’ string of Gilbert- pa ’ ’ , last week and got thumbs down 
‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill-|to go strong, considering that Ruth| g jivan here: around $12,500. ° *s,| from critics; little trade thereafter. 
more, Percy Waram)—Keith’s, Grand| McKenney, who wrote the original - . * Wilbur (2nd Very Happy In Pitt ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (46th 
Rapids, Mich. (12-15); Temple, Sagi-| book, is a Clevelander. m ce eat: ants) No great week) (CD-991; $3.30). Gross around 
’ naw, Mich. (17-18); Palace, Flint, ae ta on” aan Seen $11,500, attendance slipping in about 
Mich. (19-21): hi i adlien onekes, DE So ' Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. |the same proportion as with other 
1 Mich’ (22). ee Sem Springfield, Mass. marked up for the final week. New Theatre Guild comedy, ‘Papa | run shows. . ¥) 
TA 6 : ‘ Is All,’ got local subscription season ‘Pal Joey,’ St. James (44th wee 
3 ° on Be neyo tod oe Sets Concert Series AH Det L it D e I off to a fying sett a, Maes be sor aga we.08)., = off pre, bs 
—state, roungstown, week. ow grabbed estimate »~| with gross quoted aroun 3,500; 
' O. (12); Palace, Canton, O. (13); Vir- Springfield, Mass:, Nov. ll. | ° egl ers Var ’ 000, big for this inexpensive produc- | due to tour next month if house is 
‘ ginia, Wheeling, W. Va. (15); Sena-| Charles L. Wagner sends his ‘Don ‘ ? tion, but helpea considerably by the | needed for new show. 
; tor, Pittsburgh (17-22). | Pasquale’ to the Municipal Audi- Blossom 14G Last Wk. | tiz.," $9,000 in season ticket coin ‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (54th 
> ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor Moore,| torium to open the fourth Wagner al a ae ares = on AS ag yg yt cane “— 
4 illi : : . , | Subscriptions have, hi ew consiste ; , - 
oe nee iti ieee one] Serae oe — oe — poe enn Detroit, Nov. 11. here this year, leaping more than | may leave for the road in few weeks; 
“Male ’ | Rochester Pasihermente, wit eg After being bright for two weeks, | $1,000 in five days intervening be- | rated around $24,000 last week. 
Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger) — F1|Iturbi as conductor and piano solo- |the lights were doused along the en- | tween last announcement and ‘Papa’| ‘Play with Fire,’ Longacre. Post- 
— ing a m am. Ray 8; Jan ee ee 14; | tire rialto here when all three legiti- |opening. It’s practically double | poned: slated to open late this week, 
r. an rs. North’—Harris, Chi-| Carlos Ramirez, an ean Tennyson, | 








Cago (12-22). 
‘My Maryland’—Opera House, Bos- | 
ton (12-22). | 
‘My Sister Eileen’—Hanna, Cleve-| 
land (12-15); Cass, Detroit (17-22). | 
‘Native Son’—Studebaker, Chicago 


‘Ring Around Elizabeth’ (Jane 
Cowl)—Locust, Philadelphia (12-15). 


‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Lyle Talbot)—Court Square, Spring- 
field, Mass. (12); Paramount, Salem, 
Mass. (13); Masonic Aud., Rochester, 
N. Y. (15); Shea’s, Bradford, Pa. 
(17); Shea’s, Jamestown, N. Y. (18); 


Feb. 4. A children’s concert, after- 
noon of Dec. 8, by Guy Fraser Har- 
rison and Rochester Civic orchestra 
also set. 

Community series lists Rose Bamp- 





ville, Tenn. (12); Bijou, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. (13); Ryman Aud., Nashville, 


‘They Can’t Get You Down’—Music 
Box, Hollywood (12-22). 

‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Play- 
house, Hollywood (12-22). 

"Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Lake, Salt Lake City (12-15); Great 


imate theatres went dark for this 
| week. Cass will relight Nov. 16, when 
‘My Sister Eileen’ comes in. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Blossom Time,’ Cass (1,481; $2.75). 
Reported to have more vitality than 





Wilderness’ Folds 





road. Got estimated poor $5,000 here. 
Failure of Theatre Guild revival is 
laid to the fact that the $2 top scale 
scared away potential customers, in 
that lowered prices had the reverse 
effect of making theatregoers believe 
it might be an inferior production 





what it was last season. 

Window sale shot up immediately 
following the preem, when all three 
dailies came out and gave ‘Papa’ 
their blessings. 





and next week (17) will see 








Cincinnati, Nov. 11. 
Recessing after playing three road 


in the Cox at $3.30 top. Then a week 
of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ with Billy House 
| and Eddie Garr, in the Taft, open- 
ing Nov. 30, at $2.75 top 

Al Jolson, in ‘Hold on to Your 
Hats’ pulled approximately fair $10,- 
000 in four night performances and 





| $3.30). 


but will play more out-of-town dates, 
‘Spring Again,’ Miller (CD-940; 
Presented by Guthrie Mc- 


|Clintic; written by Isabel Leighton 


Nixon has ‘Clash by Night’ current | 
two | 


and Bertram Block; opened Monday 
(10); encouraging press. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (50th 


ton and Raoul Jobin, Nov. 17; Vron-jany time since 1929 and ran UP|).,i¢ shows here simultaneously for | week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Around $10,- 
12-22). | sky and Babin, Dec. 16; Boston sym- | strong $14,000 | first time in more than eight years, |000 last week, which turns a fairly 
‘Papa Is All’—National, Washing-| phony, Feb. 10; John Charles Thomas, ‘Johnny Belinda,’ sig om |when ‘Life with Father’ comes to | good profit; will stick as long as pace 

ton (12-15); g alti 7-| March 9; Alt Spaldi April 8. ette (1,650; $2.20) Went along | Senator for two weeks and Nixon | holds to that level. 
29), ; Ford’s, Baltimore (17-| March 9; Albert Spalding, Ap | weakly and washed out with $7,500. | gets ‘umpteenth visit of ‘Student | “The Wookey,’ Plymouth _ (9th 
‘Play with Fire’— Shubert, New) —j ‘Ballet Russe,’ Wilson (1,918; $2.75). | Prince.’ were? BR ig ie — P age F “s 
. é . “inci +i 7 | . r . , |With nice praise and good press — - | better than most others with aid o 
| _ (12-15); Cox, Cincinnati (17-| delphia (12-15); Nixon, Pittsburgh dona ‘rung. up around: $15,000 in ‘ theatre party; consistently good 
| ; (17-22). 'nine performances. J | 106 rs ¢ grosses; last week $15,500 estimated. 
R.A.F.’ _— Playhouse, Wilmington ‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred | - 0 son in Incy ‘Theatfe,’ Hudson (CD - 1,094; 
: (22). Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Bijou, Knox- : $3.30). Presented by John Golden; 


written by Guy Bolton and Somer- 
set Maugham; has been showing in 


‘ Arar hic ith Cornelia Otis Skinner 

| Rio Rita’—Ford’s, Baltimore (12-| Tenn. (14); Temple, Birmingham, shows in a fortnight, legit resumes eee nena tonight. 
: 15); Forrest, Philadelphia (17-22). Ala. (15); Lanier Aud. Mont-| Toronto, Nov. 11. |here Nov. 27 with three night per- |" «wairus and the Carpenter, Cort 
Poteau (Mary Boland, Bobby| gomery, Ala. (17); Aud. Jackson,| ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ ms. PR aig cme a | —, . re ary « Mi (C-1,064; $3.30). Opened mente b 
ark)—National, Washingto (17- | Mis (19): Aud., Memphis, Tenn. | Carey, closed at the Roya exan- ivals, eade y ar oland, | drawing decidedly questionable 
22). ° — tt _ 4 | dra here after two weeks on the | Bobby Clark .nd Walter Hampden, | notices: staying chances should be 


indicated this week. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(32d week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Another 
run show that felt the downward 
trend, but pace not badly affected; 
rated at $15,300. 


; i j Revival 
P : ; ; i i hen the standard top of $3 did nota matinee in the first half of last ; , . ; 
coed Youngstown, O. (19); Union | Bend, ae oe. gens orevell. . week at the 2,500-seat Taft. Top Macbeth, National (D “itt: 
(20): Geteet ae ge ae O. agi (20.22) _ Bs Closer to home is the theory that | was $3.30. Opening Sunday (2) was |$3.30). Presented by Maurice Evans, 
» © ial, ron, ' ity, Mo. -22). 


(21); 
Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (22). 





‘Student Prince’ — Forrest, Phila- 


‘The Admiral Had a Wife’ — Mc- 
Carter, Princeton, N.J. (20-22). 


public taste has changed since the 
| original presentation seven years 
ago. 


to the biggest house of the engage- 
ment. Other 
lightly attended. 


performances were 





excellent reception and big business 


out of town; opened last night 





(Tuesday). 
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‘way ‘Blithe Spirit’ Better Than 


Coward’s Original London Prod. 





By Sheilah Graham 


(NANA special writer, recently returned to New York from a London 
assignment) 





- 


C. Wilson, performed the chore in 
the Noel Coward ‘improbable farce,’| this country. Wilson did the better 
some eight Saturdays ago in London,| job. The production here is less un- 
England, we looked and listened at! tidy, less exaggerated, and on the 
the people jam-packed around me! whole, better acted. : nee 
who were laughing their heads off.| In addition to Miss Natwick’s 


When we first saw ‘Blithe Spirit,’| 





And came to the conclusion that they | superiority over Miss Rutherford’s 
were all crazy, or easily pleased. medium, Clifton Webb is a little 


, é e thimsicalities of 
Learnin that the same iece of more adapted to the whimsicalities we 
nonsense - slated for Seow York| Charles than portly Cecil Parker, 
production, we feared the worst from | Wh° is liked in the London version, 
what, I thought, was the more so- | but the lines seemed better coming 
histicated audience, that of New| from Mr. Webb. ; we 
ork. However, the play looks even|_ Leonora Corbett, the Broadway 
more of a success here than in Lon- | Elvira, played her ghost with more 
don. And this reporter is no longer | seduction and less comedy than Kay 
in the prophesying business. Mr. | Hammond in London. Latter is 
Coward's brittle chit-chat still bores| prettier_to look at, but more males 
me. Although, to be fair to the/| will be interested in Miss Corbett, 
ossamer garment masquerading as a| alive or even as a ghost. 
<n it warn slightly. better # its There is little to choose between 
New York setting than in blitzed|the Ruth (Charles’ second wife) of 
London |Peggy Wood and the British Fay 
. . . Both are good within the 
The weight in the improvement Compton 


| 


| 
| 


|; reasons 





scale is supplied by ghos Conjuror- (Vass — ee 
upper Mildred Natwick, the ‘Madame . — 6 
Arcati’ of the Broadway version. Her | into visible protoplasma, is played in 
London prototype, Margaret Ruther- | New York by Jacqueline Clark; in 
sord, overplayed the Tole of the London by Ruth Reeves, and you 
medium who tampers with the occult pag Phe ne 
and tears back to earth the sexy would take them for twin sisters. As 
spirit of Elvira, and later the heavier | for the Dr. and Mrs. Bradman roles, 
shade of Ruth. wives No. 1 and 2 of | impersonated at the Morosco theatre 
hero Charles. by Philip Tonge and Phyllis Joyce, 
The London Arcati over-rouged and in London by Martin Lewis and 
her cheeks and stormed and stomped; Moya Nugent, both couples have 
all over the stage and generally little to do that’s, unimportant. 
carried on like a frustrated comic in 
a burlesque show. Miss Natwick per- 
forms the miraculous feat of infusing 


cause 


outside the pay box at every per- 


credibility into a creature that was| formance ‘Blithe Spirit’ is here, as 
made by neither God nor man. |in London, to stay. And meanwhile 
Noel Coward staged his play in|I’m going to a doctor to have my 


London. His pal and associate, John' 


BLITHE SPIRIT 


augh glands looked at. 





| but not with much power. 

Farce edy in thre t ed Madame Arcati is summoned to 
the Moros N. ¥., Nov. 5, "41, by Jol make the two ghostly women scram 
_ yt s ag Wood. } Sowa e het, | Dack to. their astral abodes. When | 
and Mildred Natwick fe As atneed | they vamp, Charles speaks his mind, | 
Wilson; setting by Stew Char $3.30} planning to go to South America 
top |and expressing doubt that the ghosts 
MGIth ... .ccocvscvvcescesess Ja » - We k |} can follow over the sea. 
pene tia ak ned aoe eee Clifton Webb | Coward’s ghosts are easy to look 
Dr. Bradman. ..cesceee Seeks Philip Tonge|}on. Elvira is a slim blonde with | 
Mre. Bradman....+. sreeeesee Phyllis Joyce | patrician shanks that silhouette 


Ruth makes a fetching ghost, too. 
In a seven-cast play, four players 

are featured and it is pretty nearly 

a toss-up as to who is best. Con- 





War has not blighted Noel Cow- 
ard’s sense of humor, and that evi- 


dently goes for the British in gen- | sensus seems to be that it’s 25% for 

: ‘RI; ach one—Clifton Webb, who has 
eral, as his newest play, ‘Blithe |©@¢"% on he RB 2 J s 
Spirit,’ which is playing in London, little male competition as Charles, 
has to do with a form of marital | Peggy Wood, who is charming and | 
combat, but nothing to do with the | Pretty as the jealous wife; Leonora 
martial. As disclosed here, Broad- | Corbett, who is the beautiful El- 
way’s carriage trade will likely sup- | V!"; and Mildred Natwick, as the 


spiritualist. Latter gives an excep- 
tional performance. There is also 
Jacqueline Clark, a squat maid, who 


ort it, whether the average theatre 
an likes it or not. 


‘Spirit is billed as ‘improbable gets about like she was on a scooter 
farce.’ That term was doubtless | a¢ times. Other two parts are minor. 
meee sorectan erstite calling tt} John C. Wilson presents play and 
fantastic, yet that’s what it is, only |,. ae vied ne 

an has ee i ona : a |has done a very good directional 
more so. Play is a screwy enact-| .°) ’ Thee 
ment of a ghost story, with comedy. | /°”- vers 
Half the first-nighters were not as | 
amused as the other, so the differ- 
ence of opinion may keep it out of SPRING AGAIN 
the sellout class. ‘Cet te Chee cate Wenn Honrs 

There is a part of the proceedings | Miller's, Y., Nov. 10, ’41, by Guthrie 
when crockery falls off the mantle- | McClintic; written by laa nee eet C. 
piece, things swish from tables, pic- | {uh;rcv Smith’ starred: Ann Andrews, 
tures drop from the wall and lid of | Joseph Buloff, Robert Keith, John Craven 
the talking machine yaps open and | featured; staged by presenter, setting by 
shut. It is antic Coward. | Donald ‘Gontaper: $3.30 top. a 

Some of the dialog sparkles, | Ua/stead Carter--++ Se eee 
sounding better when spoken thgn | ilizabeth dit i + te: Betty Breckenridg 
in script, such as: ‘That’s a fully | Edith Weybright .-Ann Andrews 
tiresome question, my dear, and de- | ‘'"" 5 ybright...... R — fr hates 
serves’a wrong answer.’ Often aS | yijjicent Cornish..........0..-dayne Cotter 
not, however, Coward lets the pla) Cornisl neocatcees denn Cin 
go along on its own and its astral |! or Reynolds..sseee- Ben I 
aspects. ioe Chwmab. .. ...cacceses M 

The astral body of Charles Condo-|L. J. O’Con: +ee..Lawre Fi 
mine’s first wife, Elvira, glide Ma yee ee ng 
gracefully around his house in Kent | aynoia Greaves vA Wal 
(England having been summoned | Raia 
after spiritualist Madame _ Arcati Reports from tryout points were 
goes into a trance. Charles is living |;ather average, so when ‘Spring 
there with his second wife, Ruth, | Again’ was cordially received at the 
with whom he gets along just so-soO.| Broadway premiere it was a sur- 
ilvira doesn’t like Ruthie, and SO| prise. Impression is that the newest | 
steams up Charles. Ruth cannot 


comedy will get across. Fact that 
two stage oldsters like Grace George 
and C. Aubrey Smith form an effec- 


comprehend that the former . iistress 
of the house is there as a»guest. 


But when Charles answers El- | tive co-starring team is ancther sat- 
° ° . . . De te . 

vira’s questions, he unintentionally | isfying factor. 

offends Ruth. She is certain that} First act is too talky, one reason 


Charles was drunk the night when 
the ghost appeared. Then, when 
she realizes it must be so, Ruth be- 
comes plenty jealous. Elvira plans 
a trip to the village picture show, 
so that the car can be wrecked and 


the play runs overtime. If the theory 
|holds true that a good second act is 
the keystone, then the chances of 
|suecess are promising. Quite a num- 
| ber of laughs in the middle portion 
and again in the third, with the cur- 
release Charles to the beyond, too.!tain ringing down on a pleasantly 
Ruth takes the car, however, and | sentimental scene. Miss George has 
Charles becomes a double widower. | the same charm that endeared her to 
Third act finds Charles with two | Playgoers for many seasons and her 
ghost wives in the joint and he is} performance is such that it’s her 
tired of it all. He talks to them | play. 
both and gets Elvira to admit that That doesn’t mean that others are 
she was out with a certain colonel | not in the running. Joseph Buloff, 
half a dozen times. Charles comes | for instance, provides real laughter 
back by saying he wasn’t so much |}i his 


in 10-minute appearance as 
of a.saint himself. He admits have! William .Auchinschloss, a .produ¢er 
ing socked Elvira once with a bil- with a dialect in the third act. Buloff 


of | 


ftransforming the two Mrs. Charles’ | 


| 


|as the Carter's 


To sum up—I still don’t like it. But | 
to judge by the long lines of people | 


| liard ball, or maybe it was the cue, 


has appeared in several shows here- 
tofore and attracted attention each 
time.. Present part seems a natural 
for him and his comic bulldozing is 
plenty amusing. 

Locale is a two-room apartment 
in a New York hotel, where Nell 
and Halstead Carter, once wealthy, 
reside with the aid of their well-to- 
do daughter, Edith. Latter’s daugh- 


ter is wed to young Tom Cornish, | 


who hasn’t done well as a radio 
writer, and mother aims to split 
them apart. Nell decides to do 
something about it and wins, for the 
lad is promising. 

She conceives the idea of a radio 
serial about Halstead’s father, who 
was a general in the Civil War. Hal- 
stead has talked so much about the 
old Union fighter, and all have at- 
tended so many unveilings of his 
countless statues, that the whole 
family is bored by the topic. Hal- 
stead has a yen to walk out, but he 
always comes back. Nell’s private 
opinion of the deceased fighter was 
that he stayed in bed and let the 
rebels tire themselves out. 

Nell and Tom’s serial proves a 
click and the others are horrified, but 
the fact that the broadcasts are net- 
ting $1,000 weekly is plenty soothing 
to Tom and his grandma-in-law. 
Then picture companies bid for the 
rights, with Auchinschloss coming 
unannounced in an attempt to snare 
the story. Nell, however, decides 
against selling, even when the others 
urge her to accept. She has her 
and the aging couple are 
again in complete accord, a happy 
old pair at the curtain. 

Miss George proves herself. still 
one of the first actresses of the 
American stage and veteran Smith 
is a splendid running mate as the 
fussy husband. In addition to Buloff, 
Robert Keith lands strongly in a 
quiet way. He hasn’t much to say, 
but smiles warmingly over the sallies 
of his gentle but clever kinswoman 
Nell. Also okay is Ann Andrews, 
daughter who tries 
manage the family and 
doesn’t get away with it. John 
Craven, as Tom, is a 
nile. Also figuring are Ben Lackland, 
as a high pressure advertising man, 
and Jayne Cotter. 

‘Spring Again’ is starter 
Guthrie McClintie this season. 
Ibee. 
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+1 Stars Paul I ! ] 

\ rtson, Karen M J 
Set t by Ra ! ~ S; ft 
|; Cord eee oe Ivar lriesault 
PPh DEMME sss 0800s sees uber Gordon ©) ! 
| Nu POs io xxiecedonn M Boylan 
| Bicke Stuyvesant. ..cecce. Frat Heflin 
| Essie Stuyvesant....... coerce Pauline Lord 
ClOrae .BERPES.. ..ovcccecos eeess Karen Morley 
WHEEOG BEOTER. cccccececese Alan Hewitt 
Roland Wayne.......e. ° Harold Landon 
SIDES. PICKION,. ccecdicees Frank Albertson 
Dr. Sidney Drew..cccccces Nicholas Joy 
rere eee John Donegan 


This gives Broadway another dash 
of the ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
type of domestic comedy, but with- 
out the quality of that smash. Here, 
instead, is weakling, elementary hu- 
mor that’s loosely directed and hold- 
ing little promise for any sort of a 
stay. 

A. N. Langley was previously rep- 
resented on Broadway by ‘Farm of 
| Three Echoes,’ melodrama which 
| Starred Ethel Barrymore a few years 
ago and was one of those ‘respect- 
|able’ failures that just about broke 
even. ‘Walrus’ a sharp detour 
from ‘Farm,’ which was on sombre 
side, but Langley’s attempt at com- 
edy is far from strong enough. Al- 
fred @e Liagre, Jr., who is the pre- 
senter as well as the stager, 
given the play a good cast, yet it’s 
helpless with dialog and situations 
that are of the highschool drama va- 
riety. 





is 


1as 


Pauline Lord, starring, was either 
nervous opening night or overdoing 
| her part as the distraught mother of 
la wacky brood. 
| fluffing most of 


her lines, 


| 
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Plays Out of Town 





BANJO EYES 


Nov. 7. 


15 scenes 


New Haven, 
comedy in two acts, 
hook by Joe Quillan and Izzy Ellinson 
from a play by John Cecil Holm and 
George Abbott; stars Eddie Cantor; staged 
and lighted by Hassard Short; music, Ver- 
non Duke; lyrics, John La Touche; set- 
tings, Harry Horner; gowns and costumes, 
Irene Sharaff; dances Charles Walters; 
book directed by Albert Lewis: orchesitra- 
tions, Domenico Savino; arangements, Sa- 
vino anil Charles L. Cook vocal arrange- 


Musical 





ments, Buck Warnick; orchestra conducted 
by Ray Sinatra; presented by Albert Lewis 
at the Shubert, New Haven, Noy. 7-8, ‘41; 
$3.50 top, 
Mins Clark. occ: euridees Jacqueline Susann 
a>. Ae ecoseses tt MUis Hector 
Erwin Trowbridge............Mddie Cantor 
to fie 4g eee June Clyde 
Harry, the Bartender........ Richard Rober 
Sch s 6 kXcehoass bank een een Bill Johnson 
ere re Pere Sara Ann McCabe 
The De Marcos...Sally and Tony De Marco 
Ts chide 550 obeees suKka sen Lionel Stander 
Frankie....... eo eccsrecsecess Romo Vincent 
OO” eae eveccesececcescodeerer Chrimne 
ae IOUNOUES bc cc iveses eocccenls. J. Blunkall 
The Captain...cccccccccceee- dames Farrell 
eds os<bieten4 ecoceccecsscesckill Bailey 
The Black Filly....... «.»-Mimi Kellerman 
‘Banjo Eyes'’— 

Andrew Mayo and Nonnie Morton 


| Quartet: George tichmond, Phil Shafer, 
Doug Hawkins, George L.ovesee 
Ten singing show girls, 16 dancing girls, 
17 boys 


likable juve- | 


When the first curtain went up on 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ S.R.O. was in evidence: 
when the final premiere curtain 
came down, the calli letters were 
changed to S.0O.S.—with indications 
pointing to an emergency job of doc- 
toring. A few seasons back, some- 
body took a sock laugh show called 
‘Sailor Beware’ and tried to resell it 


to the public with musical trim- 
mings. Results were disastrous and 


the production did a rapid fold. A 
Similar fate may befall this one, also 
a former comedy hit (‘Three Men on 
a Horse’), unless drastic changes are 
made. However, that can well be 
circumvented by judicious book- 
doctoring, cutting and editing as the 
fundamentals for a click show are 
there. Production’s next three weeks’ 
break-in, prior to Broadway, will tell 


the story. 

Familiarity with the story left 
first-nighters cold as far as any de- 
nouement angle was concerned, and 
the fact that author followed the 


script very closelv made originality 


of material a missing quantity 3elly 
laughs are as absent from the story 
as a small boy from school on circus 
day. 

As long as the show is already | 


| hog-tied with its oft-told story, best 





She appeared to be | 
though | 


that may have been the author’s and | 
director’s intent as a means of fur- | 
ther stressing the character's own 
dizziness. Miss Lord, one of legit’s 
better actresses, struggles valiantly | 
with her assignment as the upper- 
cli mother, bankrupt and on the 
verge of being evicted from her 
home, who is up to her neck trying | 


to keep her three daughters, one. of 


them having a baby through three 
acts in an upstairs room, out of hot 
water. The prospective mother is 
never seen, while Karen Morley 
and Frances Heflin, the latter as a 
flighty adolescent having a stormy 


romance with young, would-be-actor 
Harold Landon, play the visible off- 
spring. 

Several side issues were tossed 
into the stew by the author. One is 
|the near-eviction of Miss Lord by 
{Gordon Magill, the landlord’s 
|nephew, who remains’ to straighten 
| Miss Lord’s finances out to some ex- 
| tent and catch Miss Morley on the 
|rebound from her caddish husband. 
| played by Alan Hewitt. There's also 
|} the matter of the ring stolen by but- 
| ler Ivan Triesault, villainishly sly 
| after he learns that Miss Lord can’t 
| even pay the milk bill, much less his 
| salary, several months overdue. 
| There’s also romantic Nicholas Joy, 
'as the family doctor, long the suitor 
|! of Miss Lord and deliverer of all her 
(Continued on page 59) 


Pay on Clark 
Gable. 

Supporting Cantor in the comedy 
epartment are Lionel Stander and 
Romo Vincent, as smalltime horse 

| bettors, and Audrey Christie, as 
Stander’s girl. They get the laughs 
where they are to be gotten. Vin- 
cent and Miss Christie also put over | 
a good duet in ‘Don’t Let It Hap- 
pen Again,’ and former goes to town 
with ‘Not a Care in the World,’ | 





chance for improvement I] 2s in sub- 
ordinating the book to an inconse- 
quential thread on which to hang 


songs and dances. This will necessi- 
tate. heavy revision of Cantor’s ac- 
tivities, as comedian is now in over- 
board on the script end. Boiled 
down to about an hour less running 
time, with the pruning coming in the 


dialog department, what’s left can 
suffice. As it stands now, many 


of its better features are dulled by 
the presence of endless chatter and 


pointless curtains on numerous 
scenes. 

Show brings Cantor back to the 
boards after a lengthy layoff. Al- 


though comedian does yeoman duty 
throughout, and registers personally, 
his efforts are not enough to swing 
‘Banjo’ into the hit class under pres- 
ent conditions. Handed four songs 
on the vyocal assignment, he does 
okay by them all, with ‘Banjo Eyes’ 
and ‘T’ll Take the City’ topping. Also 
offers a medley of former hit tunes, 
which he does in blackface. Buildup 
to the blackface routine, which in- 
cludes making up onstage, provides 
a dead spot that isn’t any help and 
reaction to old-time delivery is 
mixed, more polite than enthusiastic 
On opening night. On the comedy 
end, Cantor still seems to have what 
it takes to please Cantor fans. Draws 
consistent laughs in an army 
scene which has been injected with 
little connection with plot. Also 
clicks in a stew bit early in the 
show and later in a bedroom scene 
that includes takeoff 


backed up by 10 singing show girls. 


Bill Johnson’s vocal of ‘A Nickel to | 


My Name’ sells the number nicely, 
and Sara Ann McCabe rates a hand 
for her rendition of ‘Song Without 
Words,’ which she does with sing- 
ing girls and a male quartet. June 
Clyde fits as Cantor’s wife, but she 
has little to do. 

An entertainment standout of the 
show is the work of Sally and Tony 
De Marco, who are in for three 
dance spots. De Marco and his new 
femme partner display exceptional 
grace and rhythm, their footwork 
being aces in terns. Also on the 
hoofing end are colored Billy Bailey, 
who gets a tap specialty in one of 
the show’s most colorful settings, 
and Mimi Kellerman, whose ‘Blac 
Filly’ dance features her at the head 
of a novelty group representing 
horses. Ensembles represent some 
of the finest flash seen here in many 
months. Blending rich color of cos- 


tumes with lively steps, 


: routines 
bring handsome response 


Score adds up to eight songs, a 
comparatively small number for a 
musical of this magnitude. Melo. 


dies impress more favorably instru- 
mentally than vocally. Probable 
hits are ‘Nickel to My Name,’ ‘Banjo 
Eyes,’ ‘Not a Care.in the World’ and 
‘Don't Let It Happen Again.’ 

It’s obvious the rubber band was 
discarded from the bankroll for this 


production, and the sets and cos- 
tumes certainly look it. Gorgeous 
materials, expertly designed and 


lighted, present a series of beauti- 
ful pictures in both the scenic and 
enparel fields. And there's a lovely 
erray of girls to display the latter, 
‘,avishness of physical accoutrements 
narks back to peak days of musicals 
in the Ziegfeld era. 

Show closes with entire company 
singing the national anthem. 

Bone, 


LITTLE DARK HORSE 





Wilmington, Del., Nov. 8. 

Comedy in three act by Andre Bira- 
beau, Adapted from the French by Theresa 
Helburn, Features Cecilia Loftus, Walter 
Slezak, Lily Cahill, and Rolfe Sedan Lie 
rected by Melville Burke Setting 1 John 
Koenig. Costumes by Frank Spencer. Pre- 
sented by Donald Blackwell and Raymond 





camp | 


Curtis, at the Playhouse, W lmington, Nov, 
7-8, ‘41. 

pe i dish vedenuw bets Wauna Paul 
Dr. Roubert...... rrr errres .. Rolfe Sedan 
Louise Monfavet.cecceccccccaces Lily Cahitl 
Madame Onzain..........c0- Cecilia Loftus 
Cathorene CCAthY) <<occecccces Anita Magee 
Jean-Pierre (Jipe)...cccecees Raymond Roe 
Patrick (Patoche)...cesceces Edmond Abel 
Madame Vellenaud........... Leona Powers 
Madame Monfavet....cceces-: Ann M n 
Emil Onzain.. Abe eee Waiter S k 
| Noel...... bude banwadbecs R. V. Wh 1 
| ©rancois Monfavet...... . Grant Mills 
| 

| Even if this play were top-notch it 
| Still would have limited audience ap- 
| peal because of its central theme of 
|a French provincial family’s reac- 
| tion to the entry of eight-year- 
| old Negro’s ‘brother’ from the Bel- 
| gian Congo into their home and 
| lives. 

The boy, it seems. has a right to 
the family name, being a pro of 
papa’s sojourn in the Congo. The 
forts of his Fren relatives to 
| just themselves to his presences l 
| what plot there is. Needie to say, 
the ‘little dark horse’ wins ove, 
everyone except those in the audi- 
ence from below the Mason-Dixon 

| line 


The author and adapter hover be- 
tween a comedy treatment of the 
Situation and dramatic overtones of 


the social problem aspect, without 
conspicuous success in either me- 
dium. Both the humor and phi- 


losophy are typically French, which 
puts the plav at a disadvantage in 
competing with the American prod- 
uct. The general pace is almost 
leisurely, with noticeable drags in 
the first and second acts. The third 
act is by far the best, although again 
speeches of no general help to the 
plot threaten audience interest. 

The producers have been 
fortunate in their selection of the 
cast. Walter Slezak captures first 
honors with a well balanced, humor- 
ous characterization of a bachelor- 
uncle. The play deserves comedy 
rating when he is on the stage. 
Rolfe Sedan has a good bit as a de- 
srepit doctor who has more ailments 
than his patients, and Cecilia Loftus 
plays the dominating head of the 
family with all the resourcefulness 
of a veteran trouper. R. F. Whitaker, 
as the Congo boy, and Edmond Abel, 
Raymond Roe and Anita Magee, as 
the white youthful members of the 
family, read their lines with an as- 
surance which puts some of the 
older members of the cast to shame. 
Lily Cahill as the wife, Grant Mills 


more 





as the papa with a mixed family, 
Leona Powers, and Ann Mason are 
| all okay. 
John Koenig provides a distinctive 
setting. Klepfer 
| PLAY WITH FIR 
Princeton, N. J., Nov. 8 
M , 1 
Per ! Reg 
¢ ! H Hi D> ' ws 
han § I R ! ! \ \ 
( i Prir s 41; 
$2.7 
is Ha 
Archie Fellowes......ee.- H . 
Margaret H bes ceeceecs Orr 
Joan Dea peneesecwee ° 
Mathilde Halas....ecccce chs 
N RST ss 040000666600) O ly nore 
Robert Graham coe rl Speidel 
Michael Corder.......+- Horace MacMahon 
| Steve Hubbard George Speivin 
John Eliiott.. Arthur Pierson 
Edward Percy, who co-authored 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ with Reginald 
Denham, fails to ring the bell with 
his newest melodramatic importa; 
tion from London, ‘Play With Fire. 
It’s all the more regrettable because 
Percy, in his solo effort, has turned 
out a corking third act which carries 
suspense, chill-packed continuity an 
provides Henry Hull, its leading 
player, with an actor’s field day. 
However, Percy takes two slow: 
moving acts to get to the meat and 
potatoes, by which time the audi- 
ence has lost its appetite. 
[First two acts, since the 0 
have been” cut. considerably} 
merged into one act.] 
Pércy has délved into 
(Continued on page 
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Walrus and Carpenter 





; n. He's in the plot as the | 
eee ective deliverer of Miss Lord’s | 
randchild, and he has his hands | 
full trying to keep in check Frank 
Albertson, who has more birth pains 
than his unseen wife, and at the 


" time help straighten out Miss | jover’s friend i 
same Joy, a good per- | ja a — is one of the angles 


ord’s problems. 
Seer, is the only one in the cast | 


;}to pot the other German. 
|Ruth can remain mute whereas he 








Rudolph the difference betwéen 
Nazism and the .:merican way, 
which he cannot or will not under- 
stand until the finale, when he 
pleads to be saved from Hitlerism. 
That comes after one of the boys is 
shot by the police as he is about 
That 


may have saved the life of her 


Eleanor Lynn is featured as Ruth, 


with both feet on the stage and has| but acting honors go to Rex Wil- 
fhe play’s funniest line, something | liams, as Rudolph. He conceives the 


about a ‘Bohemian proposal.’ 


| part well, morose, phlegmatic, arro- 


Albertson does a good comedy job, | gant, and speaks with a guttural. His 
and Miss Heflin’s portrayal of an/| performance impresses as having 
adolescent is standout as far as the | been concentrated upon by Frank 
not-too-well written part will allow. | Ross, who presents and staged the 


Miss Morley is okay as the cool dish | play. 


married to a literary nonentity who | 
pas great faith in his own genius 
and considers everybody else a 
moron. That character’s playing by 
Hewitt was not too well directed. 
ndon’s work as the young actor 
ets laughs, he_ rates attention. 

ere’s also some humor from Mary 
Boylan, as a sour-puss nurse, but 
after a while her participation in 





business about the impending baby, 
lus the baby itself, become tiresome 
n a generally tiresome comedy. 
Raymond Sovey’s living room set 
is excellent. Scho. 


Man With Blond Hair 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Belasco, N. Y., Nov. 4, ‘41, by Frank 
Ross; written by Norman Krasna; staged 
by same; Eleanor Lynn featured; settings 
by Howard Bay; $3.30 top. 


Ts.» 0 ¢ 6'06000005.25065066.800% Coby Ruskin 
DA vibes ei ccvereceenooane Robert Williams 
re ech eb sees eekihe ... Alfred Ryder 
Frank Connors...........+. «-James Gregory 
Be ELOMMAN. 2.2 ccccccceces Eleanor Lynn 
er rers Sere ee Curt Conway 
CN c6 cekigenne eee ee... Rex Williams 
EPR ER eer »+..Bernard Lenrow 
Se  ERMEEROM ..6 600066906008 Dora Weissman 
Messenger Boy.........00-: George Wallach 
TT Francis DeSales 
CL he cubes a0 oceeadeds MAN Owen Martin 





Norman Krasna drew a nod from 
the Coast on the strength of his 
fairly successful ‘Small Miracle’ 
some seasons ago and made good out 
there. He returns to Broadway with 
another melodrama which does not 
figure to make the grade. Topical, 
but not diverting enough. 

Few on this side of the ocean need 
be convinced that Hitlerism is the 
most offensive system in modern 
times, nor that Nazis are the most 
detestable of human:. Author makes 
the point that Nazis are that way 
because they know only what they 
are told and do only what they are 
trained to do. In ‘The Man with 
Blond Hair’ he argues that they will 
react to kindness and can be re- 
generated. 

Aside from the play’s ineffectual 
dramatics, it is anticipated that none 

ut a small minority in audiences 


slim chances for the play. 





| 


|} not as tough as intended. 





| swift 


: , ger |to overacting and 
will accept that premise, indicating | 


Nor will 


they believe that the key characters | 
will act the way the script stipu- | 


lates. After a promising start on 
the slanting roof of an East Side 
tenement, the play is mostly on the 
drab side. Idea of the story was 
evidently inspired by the escape of 
German aviators from internment in 
Canada, several having made their 
Way over the border. 

Rudolph and Sturner, two Nazis 
who fled Canada, are picked up in 
New York. They are so defiant and 
arrogant that a bunch of East Side 


boys decide to beat them up, after | 


a young cop pal permits the pair to 
scoot from the station house. One 
_ away, while Rudolph is col- 
ared. They make a phoney gesture 
of threatening to drink his blood in 


vengeance, then give him the alter- | 


native of jumping off the roof. 


The young Nazi is about to do so | 
when Ruth, fiancee of one boy in-| 
volved, secretes him in her apart- | 
ment via the fire escape (first title | 


was ‘Fire Escape’). 
and well 


treated by her mother, 


While the boys search the building 
During one! ~ 
attempts to 


nd keep close watch. 


nterlude Ruth show 
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There he is fed | 


Goldie.... Diana Chase | 
| Gertrude. cesevegaveveeteessssrere Malkelle 
PS erry Henry Goldsmith 





other Nazi some authority, too. 
Dora Weissman, from the Yiddish 
stage, has contributed effective parts 
in several Broadway plays in recent 
seasons and she does it again. Her 
pillowed East Side mother is authen- 
tic and sometimes amusing. It is 
even believable that an innately stub- 
born Nazi would succumb to her 
kindness. Curt Conway heads the 
lads who want revenge, but they are 
Ibee. 


(Taken off Saturday (8) after 


seven performances; printed for the | 


record.) 
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Bernard Lenrow gives the| 


berg, perhaps, has been associated 
in recent years as an associate of 
Maurice Schwartz, but it is, never- 
theless, sufficiently engrossing drama 
of Yiddish present-day life to war- 
rant a possible run through the sea- 
son. The presentation marks Gold- 


enberg’s debut as a producer after | 


his break last season from Schwartz's 
Yiddish Art Treature troupe. 

In this topical folk play of Jewish 
life in America, Goldenberg has as- 
sembled a cast of adequate players 
in the main—but that’s a category 
that must not be linked with Leo 
Fuchs, the mugging buffoon who’s 
indubitably become established in 


| the past few seasons as Second ave- 


nue’s most rib-tickling comedian. 


Fuchs by far shrouds the perform- | 


ances of the others, including the 
usually workman-like characteriza- 
tion by Goldenberg, in the lead role. 
The character played py Fuchs isn’t 
perhaps etched as well as Harry Kal- 
manovitsch, the author, might have, 
but it’s obvious as to the purpose of 
the character's inclusion. Laughs 
are what he’s in for—and that’s what 
he gets, in spades. 

Story is somewhat formularized 
for Yiddish theatre, but has a few 
new angles that command interest, 
especially in the final of the two 
acts. Goldenberg plays a prosperous 
busiggssman whose _ philanthropies 
are Bognt by his family to the ex- 
tent where they seek to railroad him 
to an institution for the mentally in- 
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Scotland Yard for his story, which 
concerns the blackmailing of Hull, 
a fence, by his shop assistant in the 
London antique shop used as a front 
for the trading in loot. Threatened 
with exposure of his lurid past, Hull 
has already been taken for a $25,000 
ride and balks only when the black- 
mailer demands his daughter in 
marriage. Hull then decides it’s 
time to rub him out. 

‘ Up to this point it’s all mild stuff, 
with too much of the action drag- 
ging. Play takes on a faster tempo 
when Scotland Yard steps in and 
Hull, in an attempt to conceal the 
crime, fabricates an ingenious and 
quick-witted act which ‘takes in’ the 


| sleuth, but exposes him to his daugh- 


ter’s fiance. Confronted with the 
fiance’s knowledge of the crime, Hull 
admits murder, but wins the boy’s 


support. Curtain falls on surprise 
ending that packs the play’s big 
wallop. 


Hull strives valiantly to make up 
for the play’s lack of action in first 
two acts and comes through the 
moving final chapter in full 
sail. In a part easily lending itself 
melodramatics, 
Hull gives it the fullest possible 
color with just the proper restraint. 
Equally as effective is Olga Fuchs, in 
the role of his sister, who gives free 
rein to her emotions as a tempera- 
mental and cautious co-conspirator 
in the crime. The blackmailer is 
played convincingly by Howard 
Johnson. Horace MacMahon, from 
films, does a capable job as Hull’s 
co-worker in crime. 


orator on ‘Ladies, has produced and 
directed this one, making the most 
of the script’s limitations. Raymond 
Sovey’s detailed setting of a back- 
store livingroom-office-antique treas- 
ure trove adds considerably to the 
play. Rosen. 





Yiddish Play 


The Man of Tomorrow 








Drama in two acts (9 scenes) by Harry 
Kalmanovitsch; presented and staged by 
; joldenberg; music, Sholom Secun- 
au r; at the Downtown | 
N. ¥ $2.20 top 
seescccete Le 
seeee eooees ! G r £ 
seeeereseerete @eeee bo 
Ben... sacevesssesessseses J 
Blanche..eee eeeeevee @eeteeee 
PI eTTTTTEL TY eeceed I 
F s ewereeeee sp 
Frank eeeeeeeee ee eeeretere . G 
Margie..cces eoseeeerteceee A Mi F Z 
Flelle see eeeeeeeneneres 
Sime! Kile Neeeeeteeeeees ru 
BAran..cesceese TERETE TEL . 
Bernard. eeeepeeeeeeeeeres 
Manny.. sosteeeereeesde pramow 
Mr. KrantzZ..cescceeceees- Michael Wilensk) 
Sister MintzZ..sccceceoeees-+-Jennie Cashier 
Miss Berg soeeegee ORCC ROH eee ee Sylvia Wolf 
Mr. Feldstein...ccccesees- Morris Freidman 


eoveaeee-Jsidore Cashier 
.Gussie Juvelier 


Moses Goldshats. 
CHIRtE. oes cee ecove 
Eva Stein..cese 






Prof. Licht. .ecegagees t L 
Zeinvel Glick. ee¢eswecevees+» Yudel Dubinsky 


Nazi Spy...cece eudecess+-@. Victor Frankel 
Sarah Pomerant......Jeanette Paskewich 
Mr. LOuiS...cccccveceesss+:: Max Greenberg 


--Harriet Ettinson 
... Sarah Saltsman 


Mrs. Louis..ccccccsceses 


Mrs. Jay...ccocascegeeres 


Dr. Rubin...cesesceess..- Morris Strassberg 
First Guard...eccseeses- Joseph Blumenstein 
Second Guard...sesesesssees: .Abe Walters 


First Policeman..csesecens } 
Second Policeman. .eoesse..Richard Davies 
Waiter. .ccccccscess eeéseccees. 8am Blicker 





Samuel Goldenberg has come up 
with a hit. It isn’t the type of sock 
boxoffice play with which Golden- 


competent because they fear he'll 
give away his fortune. 

Goldenberg has properly shaded 
his performance, particularly in the 
second act, where the melodramatics 


stalk the audience kneedeep. Here 
the crooked doctor, working in 
league with Goldenberg’s jealous 


wife, seeks to strait-jacket him with 
the aid of two thugs. Rosetta Bialis, 
as the wife; David Opatasho, as the 
scheming son, and Lucy German, 
Goldenberg’s sec., are excellent sup- 
port along with Fuchs. Mirele Gru- 
ber remains the niftiest looker in 
present-day Yiddish theatre, though 
she has little to do as Goldenberg ’s 
daughter. 
Goldenberg’s staging is topnotch. 
; Naka, 








.. Annie Endicas | 


..Sidney Krdmer | 











Exchanges 


Continued from page 13 


ritory. He replaces Joe Feldman, 
whose assistarit he has been for sev- 
eral years, Feldman moving up to 
new zone head Moe Silver’s assistant 
in charge of theatre operations. Tot- 
man is a former. manager himself, 
having come into the publicity end 
of the business from the manager- 
ship of Warner theatre in Erie, Pa. 

Variety Club, with C. C. Kellen- 
berg, outgoing chief barker of Tent 
No. 1, as general chairman, has 
started _ball rolling for mammoth 
testimonial farewell to Kalmine at 
William Penn Hotel here on Nov. 24. 
Kalmine, who has already assumed 
his new duties in New York, will re- 
turn here for the affair. He also 
came back to Pittsburgh last Friday 
(7) to attend a bachelor stag in 
honor of Harry Feinstein, one of his 
boys and whom he named Silver’s 


| ° ° 
assistant in charge of film booking 


and buying. Banquet season is 


| really on in earnest here, for follow- 
ling the one for 
| Club will toss one in honor of C. J. 
| Latta, Kalmine’s assistant who is new 
| zone manager in Albany, replacing 
| Silver. 

Reginald Denham, Percy’s collab- | 


Kalmine, Variety 


Harry Alberth has been named 


city manager in Elkins, W. Va., for | 
| Manos circuit, which now operates | 
| the Manos and the recently acquired 
| Hippodrome there. 
| becomes his assistant. 
| moted te Elkins from Hollidaysburg, | 


John Coussoulis 


| Pa., and Coussoulis from Indiana. 

| New theatre in Rural Valley, Pa., 
just been opened by John Nagy. It’s 
|a 400-seater, the Liberty, under con- 


struction for a year and a half. Con- | 


crete block and brick building was 
erected practically single-handed by 
Nagy himself, which accounts for 
length of time it took to put up. 


Ralph Goldberg’s Shifts 


Omaha, Nov. ll. | 
Shift in Ralph D. Goldberg the- 





atre personnel includes Jimmy 
Schlatter, back from army to man- 
age the State: Lou Will s of Den- 
er t nanage the wn; while 
George Hollander of Arbor and 
Avenue management, takes new post 
of purchasing agent for the chain. 


Sam Berg of Minneapolis goes to the 


’ 
Mont’! Stock Folds 
Montreal, Nov. 11. 
Frank McCoy, who operated the 
strawhat here and started a fall and 
winter season a fortnight ago, quit 
|after two weeks. . 


Non-support by public is given as | 


main reason for decision, since ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ with Tom 
Powers, and ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ with 
Allan Kearns, barely grossed $6,500 
between them. 
McCoy claims reason for discon- 
|tinuance was that the Royal Alex- 
andria was rented for ‘Fantasia’ at 
1$3,000 weekly, bare walls. 
|showman plans to resume in Toronto 
| around Christmas, time. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|Saturday (16) 


‘Joe Lewis in ‘Lady’ 


With Jessie Matthews 


George Hale-Charles R. Rogers’ 


| 
| 
| 





| musical for Broadway, ‘Lady Comes | 


| Across,’ has been rewritten for Joe 
| E. Lewis, opposite Jessie Matthews, 
in place of Ray Bolger. 

Show goes into rehearsal shortly 


| with Mischa Auer in support. 





Paree’s Gesture 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Chez Paree show closes suddenly 
to permit Joe E. 
Lewis to go to New York for the 
Jessie Matthews musical. Lou Holtz 
and Ethel Shutta head the new show. 


{ 





PENN. U. SHOW WILL 


MAKE RECORD TOUR 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 
University of Pennsylvania Mask 
and Wig Club will make the longest 
tour in the more than 50 years of its 
history this season. It will play 14 
cities after opening in Philly Nov. 


21 for 10 performances. Tour ends 
Jan. 1. 
Road _ stops 





include Allentown, 
Harrisburg, Wilmington, Montclair, 
N. J.; Bridgeport, Hartford, New 
York, Boston, Rochester, Syracuse, 
Buffalo, Albany, Cleveland and 
Louisville. It wiil wind up around 
the first of the year. 
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ARDIS SMITH, 
Buffalo Evening News: 


‘A blonde Collette Lyons 
has succeeded Martha Raye 
as Mamie, the wild 
soubrette of the painted 
desert. One can see that 
the part must have been 
the best Raye role ever. 
Without having seen that 
delicate artist in the part 
I personally prefer Mlle. 





Albreth pro- | violently comic young lady 


Stock | 


Collette, a more childish 
seeming romp, equally 
crazy of posture, equally 


exuberant.. Very easy on 
the eyes too.’ 


ARTHUR SPAETH, 
Cleveland News: 


‘Collette Lyons, who has 
replaced the _ volatile 
Martha Raye is a similarly 


and more to our liking than 
Miss Raye.’ 


WM. L. McDERMOTT, 
Cleveland Plain Dealer: 


‘Collette Lyons is one of 
the most amusing young 
comediennes that has come 
over the stage with the in- 
valuable help of a natural 
sense of burlesque and the 
effect of healthy and spon- 
taneous good humor. For 
this kind of physically 
vigorous clowning, you 
need a sense of rhythm and 
Miss Lyons has it to a re- 
markable degree.’ 


HAROLD V. COHEN, 
Pittsburgh Gazette: 


‘In Miss Collette Lyons, 
who has fallen heiress to 
the Martha Raye role, Mr. 
Jolson has one of the gay- 
est comediennes in the 
theatre, a crack foil for the 
star, as well as a bundle of 
dynamite in her own right. 
How Miss Lyons has so far 
escaped the rewards which 
she so richly deserves is 
something for the quiz 
masters to inquire into.’ 





Dear Mr. Al Jolson: 
Thank you for the 
honor and pleasure of 


being your 


in “Hold On To 


Your Hats.” 
Sincerely, 


Collette Lyons 
P.S. And thanks to the 


eritics who said: > 


“Leading 





GEORGE CLARK, 
Boston Record: 


‘Collette Lyons was won- 
derful and got a hand 
when she made her very 
first appearance. She has 
a role ideally suited for 
her, probably better than 
any she ever had before, a 
hoydenish, vixenish kind 
of a part in which she 
reveled.’ 


KASPAR MONAHAN, 
Pittsburgh Press: 


‘The company is top 
notch. In Collette Lyons, 
a blonde youngster with a 
talent of clowning, Al has 
found a capable substitute 
for Martha Raye who was 
in the New York presenta- 
tion last season of ‘Hold On 
to Your Hats.’ The pair 
have several hilarious 
scenes together.’ 


HARROLD C. ECKERT, 
Ohio State Journal: 


‘Achieving second place 
to Jolson is a _ reward 
earned by Miss Lyons, an 
explosive, raucous come- 
dienne who can punch 
across a set of tart lyrics 
with the same telling effect 
she sells her laugh gaining 
lines. She behaves with a 
burlesquer’s abandon and 
has good looks and a trim 
figure to attract even fur- 
ther notice. She has made 
‘Mamie’ her especial prop- 
erty and it fits as though 
tailored to the lively blonde 
kid. ‘Dawn On the Dude 
Ranch’ becomes a three- 
ring circus and five star 
special as projected by Miss 
Lyons. ‘Life Was Pie for 
the Pioneers’ and ‘She 
Came, She Saw and She 
Can-Canned’ assume some 
importance because Miss 
Lyons gives ’em such rous- 
ing send offs.’ 











Personal Management 
HARRY BESTRY, Paramount Bldg., WN. Y. C. 
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Authors League in the Black 
For the first time in its history, the 


Authors League ol America oper- 
ated in the black for the fiscal yeor 
1940-41. That will be the principol 
news in the report of retiring presi- 
dent Elmer Davis at the organiza- 
tion's biennial meeting this alte! 
noon (Wednesday) at the Lincoln 
hotel. N.Y. As indicated by ‘Var- 
iety’ several weeks ago, Howard 
Lindsay will be elected president to 
succeed Davis. with Henry Pringle 
named vice-president. Kenneth 
Webb, secretary and Art! 
Schwartz, treasurer. 

By increa the organization's 
membership and otherwise boosting 
income, the League took in $55,793 
for the year ending Oct. 1. Davis 
will report to the meeting. At the 


same time, a number of economies 
have been effecte’. cutting the year’s 
total expenses to $54,888. 

This reduction was achieved | 
despite the $3.00 cost of negotiating 
a new Dramatists Guild basic agree- 
ment with the League of New York | 
Theatres, plus another $1,000 to de- 
fend the monopoly suit which grew 
out of the basic pact. In addition 
to showing a surplus for the year, 
the League ilso reduced the accum- 
ulated deficit. For the 1939-40 year, | 
the Leasue’s income was approxi- | 
mately $50.000 and the expenses 
$60,000. 

According to Davis, the organiza- | 
tion’s membership was upped to a | 
new high of almost 5,000, including | 
947 in the autonomous Screen Ac- | 
tors Guild. An increase of more 
than 200 active members in the last | 
two years was achieved despite the 
dropping of many writers no longer | 
active or in default of dues. Among 
the year’s accomplishments listed by | 
the retiring president will be the | 
new Dramatisis’ Guild basic éontract, | 
the Screen Writers’ agreement with | 


the studios and the Radio Writers’ 
Guild’s pacts with NBC and CBS | 


° ° . | 
and its agency code of fair practices. 


Improvement of international copy- 
right conditions were also effected 
for Authors Guild members. 

In closing his report, Davis will 
‘extend my commingled benediction 
and commiseration to my successor.’ 

Dramatists Guild, meeting Friday 
afternoon (7) at the Lyceum theatre, | 
N.Y., reelected the incumbent slate 
of officers, including Elmer Rice, 
president; George S. Kaufman. vice- 
president, and Richard Rodgers, sec- 
retary. 

Radio Writers’ Guild, meeting at 
the Town Hall Club, N-.Y., last 
Friday night (7), with local 
meetings in Hollywood and Chicago, 
elected Henry Fisk Carlton new na- 
tional president, to succeed Court- 
enay Savage. Stuart Hawkins, Harry | 
R. Herrmann, Richard McDonagh, 
John T. W. Martin and Addy Rich- 
ton were named national council 
and New York regional council mem- 
bers to serve until 1943. Elaine Sterne 
Carrington, Norman Corwin, Merrill 
Denison and Philo Higley 
elected eastern representatives on 
the Authors League council. while 
George Corey, George Lowther, Vera 

Jidham and Ann Louise Barley were 
voted council alternates. Helen 
Walpole had been nominated for the 
latter, but withdrew before the 
meeting. 

Annual meeting of the Radio Writ- 
ers Guild’s western regional Monday 
night (10) in Hollywood voted for 
Carlton as national president. Reso- 
lution was adopted demanding 
pay for written material contributed 
to charity programs on which the 
talent is paid. 

John Boylan defeated Georgia | 
Backus for v.p. of the western 
gion, while Forest Barnes. 
Chevigny, Paul Franklin 
Boardman were named 
Authors League Council. Elected for 
two-year terms on the western 
gion council were Backus, Boardman. 
Don 


were 


also 


ree | 
Hector 
and True 
reps on the 


re- 





Franklin, Carlton Morse and 

Quinn. Voted as alternates were 
Barnes, David Nowinson, Ted Sher- 
deman, Peter Dixon and Maurice 


Zimm. 


Marshali Field’s Staff 
Further exec and staff additions | 
to Marshall Field’s new Chicago | 
daily were made known last week. 
They include Ernest K. Lindley, 
Washington correspondent and col- 
umnist, who will be political column- 
ist; William Haggard, former manag- 
ing editor of the Washington Pest, | 
news editor; Howard Denby, for- 
merly with the Chicago Daily News 
and later manager of Esquire fea- 
ture Syndicate, feature editor; Ed- 
ward Doherty, former Chi and New 
York newspaperman and more re- 
cently staff writer for Liberty mag, 
editorial writer. 
Paul W. Ferris. recently national 
news editor of the Washington Star, | 
assistant news editor; Samyiel, .A. | 





‘ed, 


| Francis 


| week, Field 


jone of the few 


| would 


Wallace ex-Philadeiphia Reeord | 
tht city ec , rey cesk: Louis 
J. (Tex) I kel, J elphia Led- 
ger, classified < mei r; Jack C. 
Gofford. of ad sales sitc® of Adver- 
tising Age, national ad manoger. 
Jack Sienbuck, formerivy of the 
Boston Hearst papers, named circu- 
Intion manacer several weeks ago, 
ippointed I. L. Glasky. formerly of 


the Chi American and Chi Times, as 
circulator; J. E rain, of the 
Milwaukee News-Sentinel. 
D. Ge'ler, 


bho A@ntt 
C1LS bead 


livery maneger; J. who 
wi a sociated wiih Stenbuck in 
Poston, suburban circulation man- 
ager, and I. A. Lees, of Hearst sheets 


in Milwaukee, Detroit and Boston, 
country circulator. Serving with 
Stenbuck in an advisory capacity is 
John M. Schmid, who recently re- 
tired from Chi Daily News home de- 
livery department. 


Sillman Evans, publisher: Frank 
Taylor, former m.e. of the St. Louis 
Star-Times and now assistant to 
Evans; Rex Smith, ediior; George 


DeWitt, m.e., and John Dienhart, city 
are organizing the locai and 
Washington staffs. Capital crew in- 
cludes Turner Catledge, grabbed 
from the N. Y. Times, who will have 
a roving assignment; Bascom Tim- 
mons, who will serve as chief of the 
Washington bureau: Cecil B. Dick- 
son, formerly of INS: Thomas F. 
Reynolds, UP White House scribe; 
Conners, formerly of the 
Daily News, and Ann Cottrell, for- 
merly of Newsweek. 

Local staff includes Michael Mor- 
rison, Boston Transcript, rewrite; 
Delos Avery, Chicago Herald & Ex- 
eminer. rewrite; John Pickering, Chi 
Tribune and formerly of Paris edi- 
tion of N. Y. Herald Trib, reporter; 
Debs Myers, UP bureau manager in 
Oklahoma City, reporter; Don E. 
Lynch, AP Nashville bureau, re- 
porter; Pierce Butler, Chi Trib, re- 
porter; Dan Smyth and Sandy Smith, 
Chi Times, reporters; Rev. Frederick 
Gratiot, Chi Trib, religious editor; 
Joseph Fay, Ed Johnson and Paul 
Gilbert, from Chi H. & E., reporters; 
Elizabeth Burn, Nashville Tennes- 
seean, and June Blythe, Waukegan 


| Post, reporters. 


Emil Hubka, former night manager 
of Chi City News bureau and Chi 


| Daily News, becomes assistant city 
editor, and, from the City News 
bureau, Abe Swet, is assigned 


Federal building; Charles Johnson, 
county building, and Max Sonderby, 


| city hall. 


With appointment of Wolfe Kauf- 
man as film editor of the new Mar- 
shall Field daily in Chicago last 
papers in both New 
York and the Windy City have ex- 
‘Variety’ staffers in charge of their 
picture departments. Cecelia Ager, 
femmes who ever 
graced this sheet’s staff, is critic on 
Field’s PM in New York. 

Kaufman has been freelancing and 
covering for Newsweek on the Coast 
since resigning from ‘Variety’ about 
four years He starts work in 
Chi this week. No successor named 


ago 


yet for the Newsweek spot. Claudia 
Cassidy of the Chi Journal of Com- 
merce named music editor of the 
new daily 


Philly Ledger Asks Reorg 


Public Ledger, Inc., owners of the 


Philadelphia Evening edger, ap- 


plied to the U. S. District Court Fri- | 


day (7) for permission to reorganize 
under the federal bankruptcy 
The company’s petition, filed under 
chapter 10 of the Chandler Act, 
pave the way for a subse- 
quent filing of a detailed plan-to en- 
able continued publication. 


Three trustees were appointed by | 


the court to take charge of the pa- 


per until Thursday (13), when the | 
reorganization plan is to be pre- 
sented. Trustees are: David H. 


Brillhart, publisher of the Bethlehem 
(Pa.) Globe-Times; Walter T. Grose- 
cup, vice-president of Lit Bros. (de- 
partment store), and Robert Cress- 
well, president of Public Ledger, Inc. 
According to #he petition, the com- 
pany’s assets are higher than 
debts and liabilities, but they are of 
such a nature that they cannot be 
liquidated quickly enough to pay off 
outstanding debts. Assets are listed 
at $3,551,000, with goodwill and As- 
sociated Press franchise valued at 
$1,000,000. Debts total $1,725,887, in- 
cluding $1,075,000 owed the Curtis 
estate, from whom the present firm 
bought the sheet last December. 
The paper notified the Guild that 
it was abrogating its contract. The 
Ledger unit met in an emergency 
meeting Friday (7) and voted to em- 
power its executive board to demand 
the contract be honored, and, if its 
demand is rejected, to call for a 
strike vote. The Guild has been ne- 
gotiating for a new agreement, the 
present contract having been ex- 
tended. , 


home de- 





Wednesday, November 12, 194] 
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Guild Strikes Chester (Pa.}) Times — 
a ‘ft 
The Philly local of the American |} 4 
Newspaper Guild called a strike last | ]} | S ex eé 
Tuesday (4) at the Chester Times, | ]} 
Chester, Pa., following four months | faa Continued from page 54=—— —__- — 
of fruitless negotiations with the | pat Shevlin Ore Rendezvous flotel Fort Pitt Nut House 
management for a five-day week and | (4 Walton Roof) (Hotel Senator) Ken Bailey Orc tines ws a 
union shop. It was the first Guild | Grace O'Hara "ogg + senuey een Ted Bla ae 
: ale “ * deal . . . CGiar ur Gl ende ason urry alton George G . 
strike in the Philly area. The paper | ye Se nehe Ferris & Kine Jessie Wheatley Harry | ; 
suspended publication Wednesday, | jackie Miles 4 Toppers Motel Henry Joe Ki 
after 35 of the 38 employees of the | Puval Sam's Cafe (Silver Grill) ee “ 
; , i(‘havez Or a , . t alsor 
sheet answered the strike call. | Hirdle Dean Frank Ponti M Contreras Ore 
: ‘ | tome ae ie 8 King’s Rhythm Conchita Oasis 
Bill Burk, chairman of the Times |) y* toe ke bee | Ruth Kaye (Gay 90's) ieee a eas 
i | ve a“ é “rie é ee a . 2} a + * t 
unit, and Samson Berry, Jr., head |castaine & Barry os ‘a Dorothy Nesbitt Betts Lee 
; ‘ 3 er iccns ta lve t 4 
of the Record unit, were arrested | Neil Fontaine Ore | pena Belmont Hotel th Avenue | sii) Nein. 
| Tuesday, following a row with E. Ro pens Sliver Lake lan pete Saunders Pines 
* Tr: | * . L - ga ola 
| Wallace Chadwick, Times attorney. | yi) .46) House Cot Geo Reed Everett Havdn Don Rutter 
Chadwick was later arrested on a/Ann Roe cert panty ry: Donahoe Bill LeRoy Ore 
‘ j ri} "T.) eorg ana ee é evi ’ ri. 
warrant sworn out by ‘the Guild be Rocesbines Warner & Valerie - tg —e In 
; ieorge LL. z — ome . ote 7 tO eckson r 
| leaders, charging assault and battery. | sonuine'R Frank Hassel Ore |, costo lien ene” Ore 
All were held for hearings. | ang: ~hegaguaeadanes Spatola’s Hotel Sch ae T oa 
‘ % ° ‘ Agnes Barry Don Renaldo (4) : y ere relon 
Picketing was suspended over the power 2, . Louise Hamilton — Hinds Ore Billy Merle Ore 
—_ —- ‘ hone em ® .t avid Gol re dots JOY sind June Collins 
weekend under a ‘truce,’ during pave 4. Gilson . pete : a, ai " tenee Allen 
‘ , . Alberto Aveyou Hotel Wm Penn 
which federal mediators sought to | Sunny Rae Stamp's (Chatterbox) Barr) cage 
; ; : Setty Nylander 
end the dispute Lexington Casino Jack Coffe C 7 syiandel 
. : Andy Russell Jack Coffey Orc Doris Field 
kientect Johnny Carnes Jean O'Neil Bevetly Blayne pA Club 
~ see lola Claire Danny Montgomery Dick Kaps : 
No Wraps On Nazi Sheet Buschells Ore Delahantly Sis 3 Smart Gls Don Roth Orc 
++ eee Rete : beter Wells Ap cays te Pat Murphy Dixie Dunbar 
- gres E - > » Mary Lope ) 
De spite Congres sional investiga | Virginia Mance Gls ne ‘Sans (Continental Bar) | Rod Rogers 
tion and the arrest of its publisher, | bacu Ali Ore Stamps Swingsters | Frank Andrini 4 Billy Branch Co 
“ sie “ . nt Ocetaves (4 ; ae Virginia Rez : ; 
Enrique Oses, ™! Pampero, leading | (.oiieia Smith Sun Ray Gardens 2 ana G aann a te Sky-Vue 
South American Nazi dailyapublish- | bon Marlowe Beatrice & Danny |, 7 sn — eens Carlyn Ore 
: “oe : s. | Margie Smi Arcnes _ ommy Flynn Ore , ouglas 
ed in Buenos Aires, continues its nh up mand ne lg hee ARR Mike Musino Pee Wee Watker 
way without even a slight ducking as — To Dottie Walt Dickman Billy Sagone 
: . d Gale "? ™ . i i 
behind wraps. Oses, who knows Ar- | Peleia S saw a ¢rs4-— New Penr Union Grill 
7 ; Sars ae ae = : Sonia t Dare ry Fils So y Wal 
gentine jails pretty intimately, is ilde waive hild Don Anton Ore apt Faas ure agen Pat - 
° . ° ° ilda Sinimons , , ‘a — 
now behind bars for publication of | panny Versas'n Ore | 69th St. Rathskeller|C & T Travers -m_ -. to 
° . : : . : 1 
a letter attributed to an Argentine] Little Rathskeller siege Wrighi Nixon Cafe Etzi - lpg <n 
. . ‘ ° a rave ¢ 
named Enrique Jurges, in which the Gloria French Peggy: Martin ae Bee eps meted 
‘ oe * - .: 7 ucs a 92 > “ ‘ Sint 
latter ‘confessed’ to receiving bribes | pj roe Gis ae AS Dorothy Deering Arturo & Kyelyn 
from the British for distributing |Gerry & Turk Tony Bennett Ore [| Shtrkey the Seal |Jane Dover 
anti-Nazi propaganda. Jurges de- os ee Oo Ray Harkins He nell sa — N hee 
‘ ray of ictor ugo’s Ore ‘ ; oa “ay ‘ a } itez 
nied having anything to do with the Minstrel Tavern Swan Club Private Dooley Line (6) 
- 4 aIne r argec eee Mariy Bohn 
letter and helped bring the charges. | pu McGoldrick, Jr. | Judy’ Tapres BOSTON 
Pampero, as disclosed by the Con- Lage Lorigan Hilton Sis 
gressional committee headed by |sies, Ginnie Loftus | (i¢?,Yaentive Beachcomber Hotel Essex 
Sissy i - Si Nancy Lee f . . om 
Raul Damonte Taborda, used the | Bestrice Kay Bonnie Stuart Pores Tevistovey Ore Kon Travers Or¢ 
. “ ‘ "lor: ‘a Sexte ay rs , arcella endrick Jack Man: r oO 
system of rotating its editors; re- Aang 23 nwegaay Earl Denny Ore on Ma: ine 





to 


laws. | 


volving ‘door method meant that 
every time officials came around 
asking who was responsible for a 
certain article, the Pamperoites 
would point a finger and declare 


Stella Tracey 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Ugo Martinelli 

Lon Karnes 

3 Shades Rhythm 

Rocheys Danc 





it was the guy who just went out. | Geo Marchetti Ore 
In the present case, Federal Judge ae ore 
e . au ich 
+ 4 > y ag YY ' y g fe 
Jantus threw Oses in the jug afte Old Falls Taverna 
holding three other editors. Eduardo | whitey rielase 
Castilla Adelqui C. Santucci and | Manya Alba 
ean ¢ > "eon ‘ | Peexie Shields 
Armando P. Cascella. | Billy Hayes’ Ore 
ietengitinenen Frankie Richardson 
Al Kilbride 
NewsTab’s Ist Issue Open Door Cafe 
First issue of a new twice-a-month Dat Garey 
picture newspaper, NewsTab, ceneerien (6) 
printed in offset, was published last; Banks & Faye 
week. Its 100,000 copies were on sale | Babe Cummings 
| Viola Klaiss Ore 


on newsstands from New York 


St. Louis. 


to | 
Amster Spiro, former city | 
editor of the New York @ournal, is 


Palumbo’s 
Yvon 


Peppers 


ettes 


20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
Arthur Strohman 
Men of Rhythm 
Sally La Marr 

Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Morse Sis 
Jackie Lee 
Waddie Thomas 
Georgene Gordon 
Millicent & Dottie 

Warwick Hotel 
Joe Coe Or« 
Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 
Bannerman 
Smith 


Lo 
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Pen 
édack 
Ruton’'s 
Dave P on 
Pump Handle Trio 
Christianis (6) 


Gray & Crystal 
Jack Moss 

Toni 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 


Syd Golden 





enadi : , Keller Sis Raths’r Eldoradians 
managing editor. | Kaye & Grey Dave Pierson 
NewsTab is apparently closely |™ meee Carel Wilson’s 
; : a; ae Sm 1e & Dolore 
tied up with Transradio Press, al-|(ijox Mullery | Joe Hough 
on ’ ; f al _ wi ‘ we), Art Mathues 
though Herbert Moore, prez of Philadelphia Hotel |Ctol tones 
Transradio, says his connection with] anay Desario Marion Long 
the new publication is only as that} Lenora Coeds Cath Wolff Gls (6) 
. 7 ) . : P Dick Wharton Ore |'Tinay Harris 
of printer. Paper is being printed at} water Jonn Hawart Maan 
the former Newsdaily plant in Hart-|Charlo & Dupree Ruse Le Bi a 
‘ ’ neen tizzo Ore Ge faquet ro 
ford, Conn., recently acquired by aj‘ R vihis P — — ma wavy ss *y 
T _ ? nan rilie ach u 
company headed by Moore. News-|* *° . : 
~ , r r 4 . Gloria Jale June iyio! 
Tab’s N. Y. headquarters are in the js: inane Wasey Both 
offices of Transradio and is using Al Capron Ore Helen Jel cho 
- Jick Jones Billie Lee 
latter news service. |Don & Dorese Victor Neleon Ore 
Moore has long been interested in 
a tieup between offset and wired CLEVELAND 
facsimile. He has been working on 
a scheme to simultaneously publish Alpine Village Hotel Fenway Hall 
, 4 t ia eas n & McKay Zernard & Henrie 
any I per ft Vns apers to} <** — &. avo 
a2 " od Uwns popee | Pepe & Conchita Hotel Hollenden 
which news is transmitted directly | willie Matthias Ore] pon Yost’s Vikings 
to offset plates by facsimile. There’d a a Two Stadlers 
. rances Auer Pane h 
be several pages left blank for local pe Randolph — 
Par ach territory Production Fl Dumpo Will McCune Ore 
News in each ue i= ue Bob Manners Ore Hotel Statler 
| cost would be so low, he figures, that Sammy Lipman Sie Senten One 
| there would be good profits in a one- panes & spruce Jose Perez Ore 
s 4:..° tamona Ny 'T'. 
cent price and low-cost advertising. _—— Ernie Taylor 


|a monthly ‘Flashistory. 


Booktab, Inc., NewsTab publisher, | 
| late this month is also preeming the | 


first issue of Booktabs, which it calls 
’ It will give 


| full-length book treatment to an im- 


its | 





portant current subject in tab news- 
paper form. It also will be in offset 
and sell on newsstands and by sub- 
scription at $1 per year. 


LITERATI OBITS 
Richard Dana Skinner, 48, 
founder of the Commonweal, Catho- 
lic weekly, died in 
Tvov. 6. He was the author of several 


books, mostly on economics, and 
several on the theatre. 
Roberi’ Clinton Stubbins, 61, re- 


tired newspaper editor and column- 
ist, died in University Hospital, Ann 
Arbor, Mich., Nov. 7. 

Richard B. Emshwiller, 39, publish- 
er of the Alexandria (Ind.) Times- 
Tribune for the past eight years, 
died Nov. 6. 

H. W. Nevinson, 85, British war 
correspondent and author of many 
books, died Sunday (9) in Chipping- 
Campden, Gloucestershire, England. 

Maurice Leblanc, 76, French de- 
tective story writer who created the 
character of Arsene Lupin, died Nov. 
6 in Perignan, France, at the home 
of his son. Only two weeks before 
his sister, Georgette LeBlanc, singer, 
had -passed away. Oa 


Norwalk, Conn., | 


Virginia 
Eldorado Club 
Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 
Renee Villon 
Billy Gray 
Billy Davis 
Estelle Sloan 
I Leali Ore 
| Gourmet Club 
|} Royal Hawa 
B Lochman 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Or 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 
Chat Wicl 
Hotel Cleveland 
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Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Balconades 

Charlie Laun Ore 


Bill Green’s 


Ray Heatherton Ore 
Drane Sis ° 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie Allen 
Will Ryde 
3 Elmers 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Fat Burns 
Milly Bradley 

Suddy Blaine 





sernie Cummins Orc] 


La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Coleman. Hawkins 

Hal Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 

Frane Reynolds 

Ravaye & Margo 

Gloria Miller 

Lou Story Ore 





Mounds Club 
Gene herwin’s 
j Regal Club 
| Duck Maly 


3700 Club 


Orc 


Orc 


5 Arista: 
Hal Hal! 
Shirley Burke 

Don Walsh Ore 
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PITTSBURGH 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Eddie Miles 
Gautschi & Sonnen 
Hileen O’Shea 

Cerk and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
George Wells Orc 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Art Schamberg Orc 
Mildred Segal 
Eddie Peyton 
Sandy McClintock 
Marion Muller 
El Chico 
Mario Orc 
Ruth Wayne 
Foley Sis 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Miardo 
Modelettes 
51 Ciub 
Mag Tarshis 
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Howard Brooks 
Dacita & I Nilda 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Loyd Heathen 
Les Ghezzis 


Frost & Helene 
Roberta Hines 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Hotel Lenox 
(Lenox Arms) 


Tanner & Thomas Bob Hardy Ore 

Catherine Harris Kay Ivers 

Paul Duke Hotel Minerva 

Kollette & Deane ; 

White Bros Bunny McVey Ore 

Artini & Lodgia Barbara Douglass 
Causa Manana Hotel Somerset 
. (Balinese Room) 

Al Tory Or Dertalit Winks 

| cae Harry Mars] v 

Tom Brown Hotel Statler 

Kathyrn Fortener (Terrace Room) 

Lou Sherwood Howard Jones Ore 

Karl Gregg Jack Edwards 

Jane Gidd ngs (Cafe Rouge) 

Jean Carle Salvy Cavicchio Ore 

Don Muckel P 

Hotel Westminster 

Club Mayfair (Blue Keom) 

Ranny Weeks Oro Karle Rohde Or¢ 

Bernie Bennett O Valentine 

George Libby Rev Dee Thompsor 

Harry Stevens Claytons 

Maur'e & B Whalen|‘yom Bart 

8 vig vt ol = International Cafe 


Ted Cro 
Norm in Bols 
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Club Vanity Falter 


ceeren Bros Ore Rolland & Renee 
Stella Ray Virginia Williams 
oor 3) > Keefe Lee Ling 
Seite Claire . . 
a ’ Ken Club 
Cocoanut Grove . am 
Ken Trask QO 
Mickey Alpert Ore Russ Howard 
Wally Wanger Rev ; 
i ily Shh tag ” Latin Quurter 
Marianne Francis Anthony Bru Ore 
Roberts & White Don Rico O 
Birdie Dean Cress & Dun 
Tanner & Swift Mons M Berge 
(Melody Lounge) Nitza & Ravell 
Marjorie Garretson | Barbara Blane 
Herb Lewis isuster he lins 
lea . y ‘ 
Copley Plaza He (L. . van Bar) 
(Sheraton Room) Hu , | lhe 
Mili < - 
|} Ruby Newman Orc Escudero & I Piata 
Jul Barbour 


(Merry-Go-Round) Miami Grove 


Mark Gilbert 3 Jimmy McHale Ore 
ennie Fit 
Crawford House — Chale 
Ray Coliins Ore Kila May Waters 
Sally Keith Phillips & Breen 
Jacqueline Hurley Oscar Carn 
Harriet Walker Elano Nortor 
he — a bra Rio Casino 
sae at eat George Harris Ore 
Fox & Hounds Havana Rhumba O 
Milton George Ore | Harry Spear 
Irene Donahue Buster Keim Rev. 
David Ballentine Fred & S Hartnell 
(Rhumba Casino Grisha & Brona 


Room) 3 Guesses 

Charles Wolk Orc (Garden Lounge) 
Les Habaneros (6) Newell & t 
Fodericos Steuben's 


Stewe 





leresita (Vienna Koom) 
Argentina Mia Lew Conrad Ore 
Hi-Hat Chester Dolphin | 
Pete Herman Ore | Armetrong <= 4 
| Lucille Grey | Barry & E1 ™ 
Frank Petty Dolores Ket 
Hotel Bradford . The oe ; 
(Cireus Room) Don DiBona Ore 
Warren & Bodee = — a 
Tamara Dorivs 
Hote) Brunswick Putvite & ( 
(Bermuda Terrace) | )},3) Bar: 
Raymond Scott Orc Tic-Tor 
Billy Leach Joe Nevils O 
Roberta Jimmy Hodges 


—— 


Elizabeth Wysor Signed 
For Chi ‘Jewels’ Revival 


Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Elizabeth Wysor, contralto, has 
been signed by the Chicago Opera 
Co. for Carmela in the revival of 
‘Jewels of the Madonna,’ to take 
place Dec. 6. Other principals will 
be Frederick Jagel and Dusolina 
Giannini. The contralto sang at 8 
City Hall Armistice Day rally, at the 
request of Mayor Kelly, for 11,000 
soldiers. 

Miss Wysor opens her concert tour 
in Boston Nov. 16 and is booked 
through the middle of December 02 
the eastern seaboard. ' ' 
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as first-class entertainment or real 
excitement. 

Bojangles provided the accompani- 
ment only to Harlem’s better-known 
spots, classed by cab-driving guides 
as ‘safe’ Others took this mugg 
down cellars, up dark passageways 
and into fancily-upholstererd apart- 
ments. But even into the ‘cellar- 
joints,” as they're known in the 
Lenox avenue vernacular, has pro- 
truded the hand of progress. Much | 
of the foul-smell, the honky-tonk, 
the illegal atmosphere which used 
to attract the coin of good boys and 
girls, who liked to think they were 
being bad, is gone. In its place in 
many of the spots is a version of 
air-conditioning, chromium and red- 
leather upholstery, all the evidence 
of streamlined America. It ain’t the 
same—and neither is business. 

‘Safe’ Spots 

Whatever important resurgence of 
night-life patronage Harlem had ex- 
perienced, however, was in the 
‘safe’ spots on Seventh avenue, pri- | 
marily the three with big shows, | 
Bill Robinson’s own Mimo Club, | 
Small’s Paradise and the Elks Ren-| 
dezvous. They were drawing 40% or | 
more ofay trade until last week’s bad 
news. Mimo and Paradise shows are 
clean almost to the point of bore- 
dom, while the Rendezvous allows its 
m.c., Allen Drew, ‘the Negro Milton 
Berle,’ to indulge in shady talk, but 
goes no farther. 

On the other hand, a recent in- 
novation to Harlem that is drawing 
heavy coin from the real thrill- 
seekers for after 4 a.m.-closing time 
pleasures are the ‘sin dens,’ as Har- 
lem calls them. They’re flats. in 
apartment houses, mostly in the 
swank Sugar Hill sector, which offer 
drink and dirty motion pictures, 
plus femme company and reefers if 
desired. 

One large apartment house ‘*o 
which this mugg was introduced has 
five such dens now operating. 
They're niftily decorated and offer 
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only the best in each line, but the 
tariff is steep. Elevator men will 
not take strangers up unless they’re 
identified. And although operated 
by Negroes, only whites are ad- 
mitted. 

Cellar-Joints 

The cellar-joints hold a place be- 
tween the pallid Mimo and the red 
sin dens. In the fairly ‘safe’ cate- 
gory and attracting a good share of 
white patronage, although busness 
as a whole is bad, are such spots as 
Dickie Wells’, Dick Wheaton’s, Mon- 
roe’s, Morocco, Tillie’s, Covan’s and 
the Log Cabin. 

Almost in a class by itself since 
its proprietor recently reached 
Broadway stardom jis the Chicken 
Coop. It’s operated by Canada Lee, 
seen on Broadway last season in 
‘Native Son.’ Lee provides the 
Coop's entertainment. 

Much less ‘safe’-—and to varying 


,cellar-joints and even of the large, 
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hold a thrill-quotient in that they 
are on small side streets, down steps, 
dimly lighted and have an assort- 
ment of characters on hand. 

Why Risk $1,200? 

Many of the spots have no liquor 
licenses, but there is no trouble get- 
ting a drink at any of them. Ginger 
ale and soda are all that are dis- 
played from the few that have bars. 
Theory on the absence of the $1,200 
liquor licenses is that the spots all 
stay open after the 4 a.m. compul- 
sory closing hour anyhow and s0 
take a chance on being knocked 
off by the police. ‘If we're going 
to get pinched,’ the boys figure, ‘we 
might as well get pinched without a 
license as with one, and we don’t 
take a chance on losing our heavy 
investment in the license.’ 

Speakeasy Reminder 

Standard practice by those minus 
licenses—somewhat reminiscent of 
the old speakeasy days—is a door- 
man at an electric buzzer on the 
street level. Presence of cops brings 
a signal for the liquor to be cleared 


clearing its music from the stands 
as though the spot were closing up. 

Liquor sold by unlicensed places 
is nothing unique in Harlem, inci- 
dentally. Even the abundant ‘chick- 
en shacks’—tiny one-arm joints spe- 
cializing in ‘southern fried chicken’ 
—can produce a ‘shot’ on a wink to 
the proprietor by a right party. 

Cellar-joints don’t start operating 
until about 1 a.m. and don’t really 
get going until about two hours later. 
They start clearing around four, but 
will keep open until the last cus- 
tomer has had his fill. Old days, 
though, of The Nest, The Exclusive 
Club, Jerry Preston’s and lots of 
others, when closing time was 9 or 
10 in the morning, are gone. Stay- 
outers, it seems, have changed their 
habits. 





Still ‘Mixing’ 
Curious aspect of many of the 
fancily-decorated and ground-floor 
Elks Rendezvous is that lights are 
so subdued waiters have to guide 
patrons to their tables with flash- 
lights, like a theatre usher. Exopla- 


trade,’ i. e., white girls with colored | 
fellows, or vice versa. In one spot 
noted by this mugg, white girls were 
with homo-erotic femme companions 
of duskier hue. The dark lighting is 


day, by which time everyone was 
virtually unconscious. 
Comeback Hopes 

Harlem’s hope of a comeback was 
based on reminiscences of the crowds 
of Manhattanites and tourists it used 
to draw after Ben Marden took over 
Jack Johnson’s Club DeLuxe back in 
1924 and turned it into the Cotten 
Club, most famed of all Harlem spots. 
Marden operated the place on his 
own for about four years, when Her- 
man Stark came in as a partner. 
Later Marden got out and Stark ac- 
quired as partners Owney Madden 
and George ‘Big Frenchy’ Jeande- 
mange. C.C. was class from the start, 
with a big show and a $2-$3 cover 
charge. Patrons had to know some- 
body—but not too well—to get a 
drink of what is reputed to have 
been a dubious concoction even dur- 
ing the 18th amendment days. 


Shades of Volstead 

As much as $15,000 was spent on 
one of Clarence Robinson's C.C. pro- 
ductions, with original music by 
such writers as Ted Koehler, Harold 
Arlen, Rube Bloom, Mitchell Par- 
rish, Jimmy McHugh and Duke El- 
lington. Many a Negro performer 
was made at the C.C. (Cab Callo- 
way, Ethel Waters) and many an- 
other lived for quite some time on 
the reputation of having worked 
there. 

Success of the C. C. gave an idea 
to Connie and George Immerman, 
who owned a Harlem delicatessen 
and had been making a small for- 
tune on the side dispensing bottled 
goods over the grocery counter. 
They went out of the delicatessen 


business and into the nitery business, | 


opening Connie's Inn. Patterned 
closely after the C. C., it also spe- 


cialized in big shows, one of them | 


even going on tour as ‘Connie’s Hot 
Chocolates.’ It became the second 
best known darktown spot. Acts, 
after breaking in at Connie’s, moved 
up to the Cotton Club. 

The C. C. and Connie’s gave the 
urge to Harry Block (later bumped 
off) to open his own place. He was 
a minor partner in the C.C., but saw 
nothing unethical in lining up some 
other partners—with his name never 
mentioned—to start The Plantation. 

The Plantation opened to terrific 
business. It was smaller than the 
C. C. (about 200 capacity, to the lat- 
ter’s 350) but beautifully decorated 


nation is the abundance of ‘mixed | 294 it quickly lured business from | 


Stark’s and Immerman’s places. 
It was open only about four weeks 
when one Saturday morning two ‘de- 
liverymen’ with packages were ad- 
mitted by the watchman. Their 





figured to lessen the embarrassment 
all around. 

Capacity of most of the down- 
stairs spots is between 50 and 75. 





Entertainment consists, in the better 
places, of a blaring band of five or 
six pieces which is made to sound 
twice as blaring by the low ceiling 
and small room, plus a couple of 
| acts. Latter are usually a femme 
| warbler and a boy tapper, in both of 


| 


packages contained baseball bats and 
every bit of mirrored paneling, 
every chair, every table was sys- 
tematically smashed. The Planta- 
tion never reopened. It’s now St. 
Paul’s Methodist Church. 
No Other Big Competish 

Connie’s and the C. C., which got 
along fine together, never had any 
| other big-time competish. 
Meantime, of course, the cellar- 





degrees—are scores of other cellar | which Harlem abounds. Songs are/|joints were flourishing, but were 


joints scattered over every by-way 
from 110th street almost to 160th. 
Most of these are strictly ‘clip and 
the uninitiated white who goes seek- 
ing them out might just as well seek 
himself a handful of dynamite. He 
has a very likely chance of getting 
himself rolled. 

Lesson quickly impressed on their 
friends by the better-class Harlem 
natives, the cab drivers and ofays in 
the know is that only the naive go 
hunting joints which do not make a 
special effort to cater to paleface 
trade. ‘Harleni can be bad,’ they say. 

Pants Bandits 

The draft, incidentally, was said to 
have done considerable to eradicate 
some of Harlem’s dangers and was 
one of the reasons why proprietors 
of better grade cellar-joints had been 
hoping for an upturn until the cur- 
rent wave broke out. The Army has 
siphoned off many of the colored 
youths who made a specialty of way- 
laying whites on side streets. Their 
technique was (and still is) to take 
a victim’s pants off and run with 
them on the theory that his money 
is probably in his trousers and he'll 
be too embarrassed to chase them 
out onto Lenox avenue or other 
traveled thoroughfares. ‘ 

These youthful bandits arouse all 
the venom of the colored nitery ops 


_who might themselves take the same 


amount of money from the victim, 
but in what they consider less crude 
fashion. What makes them mad is 
that the pants bandits have driven 
much well-oiled trade away and all 
of Harlem is glad to see the Army 
and the police grabbing the boys. 
The better cellar-joints hold by 
far the greatest attraction for the 
average Broadwayite or others mak- 
ing a tour of Darktown. Despite 
their modernization these spots <still 


| frequently on the ripe side, but the | 
|}days of the nekkid dancer and the 
italented dollar-snatcher are passe. 
No Jamming 

Additional diversion is provided 
by topnotch bandsmen, colored and 
white, who pour into the spots after 
they finish earlier jobs. Crimp has 
been put in these jam sessions in 


that they regularly use non-union 
tooters and they’re being picketed 
by the Musicians Union. AFM 
frowns*on the jam jamborees at 
best, although they go on. 

Lesser and less respectable of the 





cellar-joints have found salvation in | 
| 


| jukeboxes and with punko biz have 


|eliminated orchs—if they ever had 
ithem. They depend for their en- 
|tertainment entirely on _ itinerant 


terpers and singers who’ll work for 
| handouts by the customers, or just 
| don’t have any entertainment at all. 

Top Joints 

Best business of the big spots is 
being registered by the Mimo, which 
|after years as a ‘professional’ club, 
|only last season opened its doors to 
the public and is offering a revue 
staged by Clarence Robinson, who 
used to do the old Cotton Club 
shows. Magic of Bill Robinson’s 
name as co-owner is doing much to 
help the gross. 

Second biggest coin-grabber is 
Small’s Paradise, operated by Ed 
Small since way back in the early 
days of prohibition. Of the Cotton 
Club, Connie’s Inn and the Planta- 
tion, Small’s was the only large 
place run by a colored proprietor. 
Its specialty until about three years 
ago, when the likker board clamped 
down, was its ‘Breakfast Dances’— 
one of Harlem’s big weekly events. 
They got under way at midnight 


some joints, however, by the fact | 


never considered any real opposition 
to the majors. They went all the 


| way back to before prohibition and 
| included Baron Wilkins; the white- 
operated Joe Ward’s, where Jimmy | 


Durante was the star entertainer; 
the New World, the Nest (where 
Dickie Wells’ has been since 1934, 
after moving from Baron Wilkins’ 
old location), Exclusive Club, Jerry 
Preston’s, Lenox Club, Shuffle Inn 
| ater Connie's Inn, then the Ubangi, 
| now the Symphony Club for musi- 
| clans). 

Each had a dusky chanteuse (best 
known: Gladys Bentley at the 
| Ubangi) who sang not in present- 
day double-entendre but plain out- 


and-out what the boys in the back- 
room liked to hear: shim-shammers 
and dollar-snatchers and _ terrible 
likker which sold for $1 a shot and 


was served in teacups 


| End of prohibition had little ef- | 


|fect. A few of the joints which had 


|clusive Club — but 

| pretty much as usual. 
Then came the race riots in 1935. 
Harlem has never recovered. And 

now, with the present crime out- 

break, chances look worse than ever. 


Palais Royale, N.Y., Set 
Despite ‘For Rent’ Sign 


Despite Walter J. Salmon’s adver- 
tisement over the weekend that the 
Cotton Clu», latterly the Gay White 
Way, on Broadway, was for rent as 
a nitery, Ben Lenhoff states he’s go- 
ing through with plans to reopen it 
as the Palais Royale, its original 
pre-prohibition tag. 

Car] Randall is engaged to stage 
the shows and Emil Coleman or Abe 
Lyman will be the name band. A 


business was 











Sunday and ran'until 9-10 a.m. Mon- 


December opening is’ planned. 


closed up reopened—such as the Ex- | 








HUGH CAMERON 


York Sunday (9). Starting as a 
callboy at the Baldwin theatre, San 
Francisco, Cameron appeared with 
James O'Neill, father of Eugene 
O'Neill; co-starred with Fannie 
Brice and was last seen in support 
of Ethel Merman and Bert Lahr in 
‘Du Barry Was a Lacy.’ 

He was active in Actors Equity, 
and a member of the Lambs. Widow 
and daughter survive. 


ELLA ALLISON 


Ella Allison, 85, opera and oratorio 
singer over half a century ago, and 
in private life Mrs. Ella Allison 
Manning, died in Cranford, N. J., 
Nov. 9. She had appeared in a light 
opera company organized by Gilbert 
and Sullivan and sung under Leo- 
pold Damrosch when latter directed 
the New York Oratorio Society. 

Daughter, son and sister survive. 


———— 


ZAY HOLLAND 


Zay Holland, 63, actress and vio- 
linist in vaudeville and musical com- 
edy around ihe turn of the cen- 
tury, died in St. John’s Hospital, 


Yonkers, N. Y., Nov. 7, She appeared 
with Lillian Russell, in several mu- 





In Memory of the 
Sainted Showman 


WILLIAM MORRIS 


G. J. 


| 





sicals produced by George M. Cohan 
and in ‘The Chocolate Soldier.’ 
Miss Holland was formerly mar- 


.| ried to Sydney Grant, actor. 


KENNETH DAVENPORT 
Kenneth Davenport, 62, early 
| Stage actor and later secretary-con- 
ifidant to Douglas Fairbanks, died 
|Nov. 10 in Los Angeles of a heart 
|attack. A trust fund of $37,000 had 
| been created for Davenport in Fair- 
| banks’ will. 

Deceased appeared in stage plays 
with Fairbanks, Wilton Lackaye and 
others of that era. 


STEPHEN WRIGHT 


Stephen Wright, who retired from 
the stage 15 years ago, was killed 
in an automobile accident in Lex- 
ington, Mass., Nov. 3. He was a 
member of the Lambs Club. Sur- 
vived by a sister, Mrs. Joseph Fardy, 
| with whom he lived in Lexington. 
| 


| LEWIS EMERY 





| 





Lewis Emery, 64, musician and oil 
| company official, died in New York 
| Nov. 10. A native of Bradford, Pa., 





IN MEMORIAM 


SIDNEY SPIER 


Nov. 14, 1939 
HILDEGARDE 











he made his debut on the New York 


| concert stage as a baritone after re-| 


tiring from business in 1929, 





FRANCIS E. BURKHART 
Francis E. (Bill) Burkhart, 55, old- 
| time vaude and legit actor, died Nov. 
6 in Los Angeles after completing 
his role of an Indian warrior in a 
tent show. Death was caused by a 
heart attack. 


LEWIS E. REDDING 
Lewis Edward Redding, 47, one of 
| the fattest circus and carnival clowns 
|in the world, died in Springfield, O., 
Nov. 9. 
| 72 suit and weighed 523 pounds. 





ROBERT T. LAYTON 
Robert Townsend Layton, 57, 
technical director at Metro for 16 
years, died Nov. 3 in Los Angeles, 
following a heart attack. 





MICHAEL BELMONT 

Michael Belmont, 26, film actor, 
died of injuries Sunday (9) in Bev- 
erly Hills when crushed under horse 
he was riding. 

Sigmund C. Heller, father of Helen 
Heller, secretary-treasurer of Los 
Angeles chapter of American Guild 
of Variety Artists, died Nov. 5 in 
Holly wood. 





Mether of Nat Beier, UA exchange 
manager in Pittsburgh, died sud- 





OBITUARIES 


Hugh Cameron, 62, long prominent 
in musical comedy, died in New 











He reportedly wore a size| 


——n 





| denly at her home in New York last 
week afier a brief illness. 





Charles Langley, 66, electrician at 
the Roger Sherman theatre, New 
Haven, died in West Haven, Conn. 
Nov. 3. : 





Mother, 81, of Billy Zeck, veteran 
vaudeville actor, died Nov. 2 in Los 
Angeles. 





Mrs. Josephine Sills, 82, mother of 
Milton Sills, late screen star, died in 
Chicago Nov. 9. 





$15,000 Fund Insures 
Toledo Orch Success 


Toledo, O., Nov. 11. 

Goal of $15,000 has been reached 
in the Toledo Junior Chamber of 
Commerce Symphony Campaign, 
representing season tickets sold for 
the Toledo Symphony Orchestra 
concerts and memberships  sub- 
scribed for the Toledo Symphony So- 
ciety. This insures the success of 
the second winter season of the or- 
chestra, announced Marie Cochran 
Hartough, executive secretary. 

George King Raudenbush is con- 
ductor of the 95-piece orchestra, 
which opened its schedule at the 
Paramount theatre Oct. 27 with Paul 
Robeson as guest artist. 





MARRIAGES 


Sylvia Fierst to Harry Feinstein, 
in Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. He is film 
booking and buying assistant to Moe 
Silver, Pittsburgh’s WB zone man- 
ager; she is the former Jean Abbey, 
of WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Cecelia Harness to Judson Ed- 
wards, in Omaha, Nov. 1. He's engi- 
neer for KRNT, Des Moines. 

Betty Towne to Jack Rosevear, in 
| Detroit, Nov. 3. Bride is Detroit 
| radio singer; he’s a comic-pianist. 

Ruth Chapel to Ed O'Leary, Nov. 
1, in Las Vegas, Nev. She’s in NBC’s 
Hollywood publicity department. 

Carol Horton to Harry Mack, at 
Fort Lee, N. J., Nov. 8. Bride is in 
‘Best Foot Forward,’ at the Barry- 
more, N. Y.; groom is stage manager 
of ‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst, N. Y. 

Janet Dixon to David Durand in 
Tia Juana, Mexico, Nov. 7. Bride is 
dancer; he’s a film actor. 

Constance Hovin to Gordon Ahl- 
man, in New York, last week. Bride 
is a secretary in the engineering de- 
partment of WOR, New York. 

Martha Rountree to Albert N. 
Williams, Jr., in New York, Nov. 9. 
Bride is with House of Radio, groom 
is radio directcr of Council for De- 
mocracy 


} 7? 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Arvid Johnson, son, 
Nov. 3 in Salt Lake City. Father is 
program director for KUTA, Salt 
Lake City. P 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Carman, son, 
in Salt Lake City, Nov. 1. Father is 
| owner -manager of KUTA, Salt Lake 
| City. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Walter Aller, twin 
|} sons, in Detroit, Nov. 4. Father is 
manager of Delthe theatre, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Walters, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Nov. 4. Fa- 
ther is announcer at WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sprenkle, 
| son, in Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. Father is 
|}on WWSW< staff. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Nat Kahn, son, in 
|New York, Nov. 6. Father is with 
| “Var iety’ in New York. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Richard Halliday, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 4. 
| Mother is Mary Martin, film player, 
father is a literary agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Fried, daugh- 
ter, in Oakland, Oct. 30. Father is 
sales promotion manager of KROW, 
Oakland, Cal. 

Mr. and Mis. Broderick Crawford, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 2. 
Mother is Kay Griffith, film player; 
father also in pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Neubrecht, 
daughter, Oct. 26, in Toledo. Father 
is engineer at WTOL, Toledo; moth- 
er was Dorothy Diller, pianist at 
same station. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Olson, son, 
Nov. 4 in Hartford, Conn. Father 1s 
announcer at WDRC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Gordon, 
daughter, Nov. 4, in Norwalk, Conn. 
Father is pianist and bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Talley, 
son, in New York, Oct. 16. Father 1s 
on Roxy theatre (N.Y.) backstage 
staff, in charge of costumes. 


| ee 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Felix Knight’s Sotto Voce 

: ‘Variety’: 
=: hag New York. 

Last week you reviewed me at 
Radio City Music Hall. At the time 
our reviewer caught my show, the 
p, A. system was not in working 
order, and consequently your com- 
ment that, while I had a good voice, 
J couldn’t be heard, is explainable. 
1 don’t think any singer could fill 
the Music Hall without the aid of 
some amplification. 

In view of these facts, I would 
appreciate if you would either 
make it possible to have my appear- 
ance reviewed & second time, or 
make known the facts which lead 
you to say that I couldn’t be heard. 

Felix Knight. 





Radio Relief 


Stapleton, S. I, N. Y. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Each fall radio season I await with 
special interest your reviews on the 
new and the returning airshows. 
Perhaps I can’t quite get into the 
class of the ‘average’ listener be- 
cause I have been reading ‘Variety’ 
for a long time and my listening 
habits have been influenced by it. 

As a listener, though, I would like 
to comment on the review today of 
the Burns and Allen opening show. 
Helm remarks about ‘the studio 
crowd not once breaking into show- 
stopping applause.’ Perhaps he 
thinks that’s not so good. Has it 
occurred to him that most at-home 
listeners object to excessive applause 
and that no matter what causes the 
lack of ‘show-stopping applause’ by 
the studio crowd, it is an inestimable 
relief to the ears of those listeners 
and is more likely to attract listener 
interest than lose it? I no longer 
listen to a top comic because of the 
susteined clamor after every s0- 
called gag. 

Generally speaking, laughter in 
the studio is spontaneous, but after 
attending many comedy air shows I 
early learned the various signals 
used to draw out that nerve-wrack- 
ing studio din and I think most of 
us at-home listeners would give a 
rising vote of thanks if the applause 
were allowed to be spontaneous, too. 


M. Caffrey. 


An Emcee’s Woes 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Let me explain, from the perform- 
er’s point of view, why it is diffi- 
cult to find the true value of a try- 
out act in vaudeville, as it is so 
euphemistically called today, especi- 
ally for a master-of-ceremonies. 
You see, first of all you have to 
stand in front of a ‘John Doe and 
His Radio 
tra’ while you are attempting to 
warm up an audience. This ‘re- 
cording, etc., orchestra’ is 





| Thursday 


recognize you. So they say to them- 
selves, ‘Who the hell is this smart 
aleck?’ So they dismiss you as the 
guy who spinned the bingo machine 
too fast for them to get a fair chance 
to win. And they hate or ignore 
you. Or else they might be mad at 
you because the act before you was 
brought back for an encore when it 
never should have been booked in 
the first place. And if you don’t 
bring this act out for its pre- 
arranged encore ... his agent, who 
has another agent in the house, who 
is introducing the act to another 
agent, who if he likes it will get the 
act an audition for a two-week en- 
gagement at the ‘Village Egg’ or the 
‘Club Sabotage, or some_ such 
place, will take you for a ride or 
something as trivial and undemo- 
cratic. 

So you see, when a guy gets a 
chance, he sticks to radio. 

That’s all for today, editor. 

Arthur Elmer. 


Death of 9 Ringling 
Elephants Now Being 
Probed Suspiciously 








Atlanta, Nov. 11. 

The death here, by poison, of nine 
of the Ringling Bros-—Barnum & 
Bailey Circus elephants has started 
a double-barreled investigation. 
Ringling officials are thoroughly 
checking all sources of food given to 
the elephants while they were in 
Charlotte and Greenville, S. C. 

Quiet inquiries are also being car- 
ried on within the show itself, on 
the possibility that the poisoning 
may have been deliberate. 

While in Atlanta, Wednesday and 
(5, 6) the animals began 
dropping off one by one, and an 
autopsy revealed a large quantity of 


| poison in one of the dead elephant’s 





| Grounds. 


and Recording Orches- | a 
|} Texas, to the winter home. 


usually | 


composed of six musicians who use | 


this date to catch up on their lost 
sleep. 
them awake is an _ over-zealous 
leader who is always goading them 
into an ‘A Flat Chord’ by whisper- 
ing, hissing like, ‘Pssst, hey this guy 
has a cue coming up!’ This constant 
80ading results in at least five of the 
six men in playing the cue. The 
sixth man, if he is a clarinet player 
and has not come in on time, is 
Covered by the saxaphone man who 
also doubles on the clarinet. 


The only thing that keeps | 


stomach. Four sick ones were left 
here to be cared for by Dr. Stan- 
dish Piper, Atlanta veterinarian 
who worked on them night and day. 
Only one of the animals, Peggy, re- 
covered to rejoin the show. The 
death of Liz Friday, (7) brought the 
total number of deaths to nine. 


Cole Bros. Circus Rests 
After 354 Performances 


Louisville, Nov. 11. 

Cole Brothers Circus pulled into 
town Wednesday (5) to go into win- 
ter quarters at the State Fair 
Two lengthy special show 
trains carried the circus equipment 
from the last stand, Long View, 
A crew 


of 200 accompanied the circus, of 
whom 50 will remain in quarters 
throughout the winter. Beginning 
Nov. 15 the menagerie in the poultry 
building will be open to the public 


| each Saturday, Sunday and holiday. 


As for the show itself, the m.c. | 


has until his specialty, one functional 
purpose it would seem. That is of 
taking off and putting on the micro- 
Phone before and after each act. 
(On these tryout dates, the theatres 
never have an automatically rising 
mike). And those heavy micro- 
Phones are no joke, and the jokes 
that are made about them are no 
Jokes, either. And if you will listen 


Since leaving Louisville last April 
the circus has given 354 perform- 
ances, traveled as far north as Min- 
nesota: as far south as Florida; as 
far west as Omaha; and as far east 
as Buffalo. 











‘Calling Extras’ 


Continued from page 1 











or arrange to be where & radio 
could be tuned in at the proper 
times. 


!'in a month or so in these Catholic 





| having 


Howard R. Philbrick, Central gen- | 


eral manager, has been working on 


ithe proposition for several months. 


| be worked out 


and notice, the mikes, because of | 
| finding out whether they had worked 
for a certain director recently; etc. | 


short cables, are always on the 
wrong side of the stage, which means 


the m.c. has to run at least 20 yards | 


or so to bring it back into position 
to introduce the following act. While 
he is thus trying to capture the 
mike, he has to be super-careful not 
to be trampled to death by the 
Four Gatelenoes’ who have just 
finished and are taking terrific bows 
—all four of them—and each trying 
to get in front to show the manager 
who is most ambitious. 
So, that is what he is doing be- 
ween the first four acts, running 
up and down the footlights. A char- 
acter in search of a microphone! 
Well, when he finally gets to 
a his number he has at least 
“mn obstacle to overcome. Be- 
— you are now standing still for 
“Ur specialty, the audience doesn’t 





but says several snags would have to 
before it could be 
include confirma- 
method of 


These 
extra, a 


adopted. 
tion from the 


The latter probably could be solved 
by records at Central. 

Philbrick has just returned from 
San Francisco, where he investi- 
gated the call system of the Water- 
front Employers’ Association. This 
organization made its work calls by 
radio some time ago, but abandoned 
the idea because it was tied in with 
other programs. 

If the plan is found feasible a deal 
would be made with one or more of 
the smaller radio stations. The calls 
would be made at regular intervals 
during the day except in emergen- 
cies. If the wrinkles can be ironed 


out, Philbrick believes the system | 


| would be faster, cheaper and more 


satisfactory to, both the producers 
and the extra players themselves. 


| consultant, 











Continued from page l= 


free radiograms (via dot-dash) in 
most cases, but actual voice-to-voice 
contacts frequently will be possible. 
Whole undertaking kas stirred en- 
thusiasm among the affiliates of the 
American Radio Relay League and 
morale officers of the United States 
Army, who will cooperate with va- 
rious organizations including the 
USO on arrangements. They fore- 
see the set-up as potentially doing 
more for soldier boy morale than all 
the ‘entertainment’ stuff to date. 


It is not anticipated by Army mo- 
rale officers that the long distance 
phone industry would raise any ob- 
jections to these free person-to-per- 
son talks by DX for selectees. It 
would be a long time before the 
thing could be big enough to mat- 
ter, and the war would probably be 
over by then. 

(Free radiograms—delivered mes- 
sages, not person-to-person talks—for 
soldiers were offered the public at- 
tending the recent Madison Square 
Garden Horse show in New York, a 
first intimation of the growth of this 
plan to use the DX brigade—Ed.) 

Local end of the organization 
which is expected to eventually be 
nation-wide in scope works through 
the San Antonio Radio Club and the 
Army Amateur Radio Club at Fort 
Sam Houston. 

Through co-operation of the Y. M. 
C. A. and the ‘hams,’ all that the 
soldiers need do, where compara- 
tively short distances to home make 
voice communication possible, is to 
register at the Army Y hkeadquar- 
ters, giving mame and outfit and 
the name, address and telephone 
number of the person with whom he 
wishes to talk. 

A copy of the registration blank is 
given to a dozen or more San An- 
tonio ‘hams’ who contact the ‘ham’ 
station in the draftee’s home town, 
which sets up arrangements to have 
the person ready to go on the air at 
a definite time. The local ‘ham’ in 
turn notifies officials at the Y that 
the date has been made. The draftee 
is notified and when the time comes 
he is furnished transportation from 
the Y to the station of the local 
operator. At the designated hour 
the dream comes true, a free chat 
with the folks back home. 


Where distance makes it impos- 
sible for the low-powered ‘ham’ 
transmitters to make contact directly 
with a station in the draftee’s home 
town, the message is relayed from 
one ‘ham’ to another cross-country 
until it reaches its destination. The 
station in the soldier’s hometown 
then pnonés or mails the message to 
the person to whom it is addressed. 














The Eastern End 
New London, Conn., Nov. 11. 
First of shortwave stations being 
set up in Army camps by the USO 





was dedicated here last night (Mon- 


day). Stations will allow draftees | 
to communicate with their homes, | 
in some cases by voice but gen- | 
erally via messages relayed in| 
Morse. This supplements service | 
being offered by ‘hams’ in Texas | 


camps and at other posts throughout 
the country. 
Station here 


was constructed in | 


the National Catholic Community 
Service Club, which is USO-sup- 
ported. It is expected that about 10 


transmitters will be in action with- 


clubhouses, with stations in other 
USO buildings coming later. 
NCCS is on the groundfloor in 





the shortwave idea inasmuch as its 
exec director, Franklin Dunham, is 
said to be particularly radio-minded, 
been religious director of 
NBC. Scheme was actually worked | 
out by Martin H. Work, NCCS radio 
who is a former producer 
of radio and tele shows on the Don 
Lee web and an ex-NBC announcer 
on the Coast. 


— ee 
RKO House Hunting in L.A. | 
Los Angeles, Nov. 11. 

Probability of a third house in this 
territory was discussed by Charles 
Koerner, general manager of RKO 
Theatres, before he left for New 
York after a week in Hollywood 
looking over studio product with 
Ned Depinet and S. Barrett Mc- 
Cormick. 

Chances are that RKO will acquire 
one of the larger Fox West Coast 
houses in the midtowr. area, in pref- 
erence to building a new one. 








Don Roth band opened Friday (7) 
at Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Herman Middleman, who has been 





at same spot, almost continueusly 
since December, 1939. 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 





College 


Columbia—Michrgan 
The Lions will be valiant, but 
futile, the Michigan Wolverines to 
win handily. 
NYU—Tulane 


Another massacre as the drooping 
Violets are cut down by the Tulane 
Green Wave. 

Boston College—Tenn. 


Tenn. is only a mediocre eleven 
while Boston College has found it- 
self and should win playing at home. 

Cornell—Dartmouth 

Dartmouth is crippled, Cornell will 

chalk up another triumph. 


Duquesne—Miss. State 
Two undefeated teams, with Du- 
quesne playing the weaker schedule. 
After a long trip back from the 
Coast, where on Sunday (9) it 
played St. Mary’s, Duquesne will 





Games 


Mich, State—Temple 


State is the favorite because of 
home grounds. Temple has better 
talent and should upset the apple- 
cart. 


Missouri—Oklahoma 


Here’s another upset as the im- 
proving Oklahoma lads knock off 
Missouri. 

Nebraska—Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh season ended with its 
tremendous win over Fordham. Ne- 
braska will catch them while they're 
still celebrating for a win. 

Northwestern—Notre Dame 

Northwestern has more reserves 
and a better forward wall. For the 
first time this season we're picking 
the Irish to lose. 

Ohio State—Illinois 

Ohio State goes to town. 











Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 
College Games 
(SATURDAY, NOV. 15) 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Columbia-Michigan ................ Es no otnebeeksbade ees ~. 4-1 
Co Ee rere ee Tulane Vk stab faéS oh E8 5-1 
Boston College-Tenn, .............. SN Se vadn eax aa 4008s Ca 8-5 
Cornell-Dartmowth ....0..0¢ss:ce0e0 | Se eee ere ae 14-5 
Duquesne-Miss. State .............. NED: Kematwocerk were 9 5-9 
EIGER ooo vc asiv c'csnncet sate ee 3-1 
Holy Cross-Manhattan ............. See RON ss abcess cc tcensd 3-1 
Ns eae te'sy so 40 poate Se, eee ae 13-5 
gy 6 | ND nn woe a ee 506 bw baie j- 
BE ees eee POE Catecke'ccevessss Even 
Alabama-Georgia Tech. ............ i «<coatdlesowd¥t ch %s 3-1 
Clemson-Wake Forest .............. ee ee” 9-5 
DPURO-ING. COPOMIMR occ cccccdccvccscs SES Ae eee oe 4-1 
La. State-Auburn ............ Sr MED ae Sing ators oo nukes 2-1 
Iowa-Minnesota ............ SG Slee edéhcn tur nenees 3-1 
Mich. State-Temple ... er ee ee ee 5-7 
Missouri-Oklahoma BG eA s acaidcts wee Care tae 5-7 
Nebraska-Pitts. poet £45 cha ae w 40 a er Gd oc eas nies eae 6-5 
Northwestern-Notre Dame ......... Northwestern ............ Even 
Ohio State-Illinois ................. a ere ee 3-1 
Wisconsin-Purdue .................. 2 eee rere rere re 9-5 
Arkansas-SMU ........... pe Ie ns, ae oo 8-5 
ee renee wees AGT oc ccian tice ee 
SPE, GD. ohare Fiabe SieGs ss eccdaw eee (Salearkkwee eek evares 3-1 
Caltz.-Qregem State .......cccicscce CE TO ba ic thee 6-5 
Stanford-Wash. State .............. EE, aw cst <a co 12-5 

Record: Won, 133; Lost, 47: Ties, 6: Percent, .739. 
National Pro League 
(SUNDAY, NOV. 16) 
Giants-Rams ........ . Giants 4-1 
Steelers-Dodgers ...... . Dodgers 4-1 
Packers-Cardinals . Packers 3-1 
Lions-Eagles .. . Lions 8-5 
Bears-Redskins Se ein Me tae Ete . Pears 6 Svewsebetere 3-1 
Record: Won, 22; Lost, 9; Ties, 1: Percent, .710, 








not be ready and will take it on the 
chin, 
Harvard—Brown 
The Harvards have really got 
something; they’ll pulverize Brown. 
Holy Cross—Manhattan 
Playing in their own backyard, 
Holy Cross has a little too much 
manpower for the Green. 
Penn.—Army 
Penn has too much offense for the 
soldiers. 
Syracuse—Colgate 
The battle of upstate New York 
will find Syracuse bouncing back 


| victoriously after its humiliation by 


Penn State. 
Yale—Princeton 
Yale has a lovely stadium, 


y but 
nothing to put in it. Princeton final- 


ly comes to life to win its first major | 


game of the year. 
Alabama—Georgia Tech 
Tech isn’t in the same class with 
"Bama. The Crimson Tide con- 
tinues to roll. 
Clemson—Wake Ferest 
Another old rivalry, with Clemson 
a better team and scoring more 
touchdowns. : 
Duke—North Carolina 
The Duke Blue Devils to have a 
basket party on the Carolina goal 
line. 
La. State—Auburn 
Louisiana finally faces an oppo- 
nent it can top. 
lowa—Minn. 
The Minnesota Gophers will: ree 


' main unbeaten. 


Wisconsin—Purdue 
A better aerial game gives 
consin the edge. 
Arkansas—SMU 
Southern Methodist again discov- 
ers the winning formula as it takes 
the Razorbacks. 
Rice—Texas A&M 
The Texas Aggies got over their 
big hurdle last week, and they won't 
be denied this weekend. 
Texas—TCU 
Texas played its bad game of the 
year against Baylor. The Longhorns 
will go back to work and trounce 
TCU. 


Wis- 


Calif—Oregon State 
This is a sound Oregon State gang, 
and will defeat discouraged Califor- 
nia. 
Stanford—Wash. State 
Stanford gets one step closer to 
the Rose Bowl. 





National Pro League 


Giants—Rams 
The New Yorkers will take Cleve- 


| land by two touchdowns. 


Steelers—Dodgers 
The Dodgers, at the peak of their 
game, to knock off the Steelers. 
Packers—Cardinals 
The Packers will have no trouble. 
Lions—Eagles 
A close affair, with Whizzer White 
and Co. topping the Eagles. 
Bears—Redskins 
The -Bears’ will slaughter’ George 





Marchell’s Redskins 
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IE McCARTHY 
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